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Health Care Reform

Now that health care reform legislation has passed the House of Representatives attention turns toward

the US. Senate. Write or call Sen. Lautenberg and Sen. Menendez. Ask them to:
I. Support long overdue health care reform that covers all people and protects the life, dignity,

and health of all. Reform should make quality health care affordable and accessible to everyone.
2. Support a fair and just health care reform bill that excludes mandated coverage for abortion,

and upholds longstanding laws that restrict abortion funding and protect conscience rights.

3. Support effective measures to safeguard the health of immigrants, their children and all of
society. Maintain an adequate safety net for those who remain uncovered. Eliminate the five-year
waiting period banning immigrants lawfully residing in the United States from enrolling in Medi-
caid. Do not impose barriers (e.g., waiting period to obtain subsidies) on immigrants seeking to

obtain private health care coverage.

For more information, SEE http://www.usccb.org/comm/archives/2009/09-232.shtml

Most Americans want health care reform, oppose abortion coverage, and support conscience protection
laws. SEE http://www.usccb.org/comm/archives/2009/09-186.shtml

Stamp Out Despair!

The detainees in the Elizabeth Detention Center have no access to the outside
world. They are not permitted to have personal possessions or wear their own
clothes. One simple pleasure is corresponding with family and friends- but with little

or no money, even getting stationery and stamps is a challenge for the detainees.
Now YOU can help Stamp Out their Despair!

Organize a collection in your family, school, or church and donate:

Two pocket folders r~~
Ruled white paper ,/-\\//
Envelopes

Greeting cards

Monetary donations to purchase phone cards

First class Forever stamps or international stamps

Please send your donation or contact

First Friends: Elizabeth Detention Center Visitors Project
321 South Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202



http://www.usccb.org/comm/archives/2009/09-232.shtml
http://www.usccb.org/comm/archives/2009/09-186.shtml
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2010 National Migration Week

Renewing Hope, Seeking Justice is the theme of the 2010 National Migration Week, held January 3 - 9.
The observance began over 25 years ago by the U.S. Bishops to invite Catholics to take stock of the wide
diversity of the Church and particularly the ministries serving migrants and refugees. The materials created
for National Migration Week provide an important educational resource that can be used by individuals,
families, schools, and parishes to learn about the complex issues surrounding migration phenomena.

Following the lead of Pope Benedict, who is focusing on “Minor Migrants and Refugees” for the 2010 World
Day of Migrants and Refugees, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops is focusing on migrant children as a
sub-theme this year. Included in this year’s new material is a poster, a prayer card, and a bulletin insert that

focuses on children’s issues.

Additionally, a National Migration Week Small Grants Program is being launched. This program that will
provide funding for small projects related to migrant or refugee children, which are launched by parishes,
schools and local Catholic organizations. In coordination with The Catholic University of America, a new
educational website will focus on the important role that the Catholic Church has played in the immigration
debate throughout Twentieth Century America. Finally, the resources highlight a fantastic new curriculum

created by Jesuit Refugee Services.

Resources include a poster, prayer card, Advent booklet, activities for children and more.
See http://www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw/index.shtml

Justice For Immigrants: A Journey of Hope

Justice for Immigrants: A Journey of Hope.
The Catholic Campaign for Immigration Reform

In June 2004, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on Migration and
The Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) Board of Directors resolved to make
comprehensive immigration reform, with special emphasis on legalization, a major public pol-
icy priority within the Church.

They enlisted a diverse group of Catholic organizations with national networks to unite and
mobilize a network of Catholic institutions, individuals, and other persons of good will in sup-
port of a broad legalization program and comprehensive immigration reform. They sought to
maximize the Church's influence on the immigration issue, applying Scriptural norms, Gospel
values, and church teaching to the national debate.

What led the bishops to make immigration reform a major public policy priority?

In January 2003, the U.S. and Mexican Catholic bishops issued a joint pastoral letter entitled
Strangers No Longer: Together on a Journey of Hope. Concerned about the plight of immi-
grant workers, the bishops called for a "globalization of solidarity" and an overhaul of the U.S.
immigration system. The bishops recognized that the conditions that compel people to leave
their homes out of desperation and lack of opportunities to provide for themselves and their
families must be addressed if an effective and comprehensive response to migration is to be
achieved.

What are the goals of the Justice for Immigrants Campaign?

e To educate the public, especially the Catholic community, about Church teach-
ing on migration and immigrants.

e To create political will for positive immigration reform.

e To enact legislative and administrative reforms based on the principles articu-
lated by the bishops.

e To organize Catholic and other community networks to assist qualified immi-
grants to obtain the benefits of the reforms.



http://www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw/index.shtml
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How can you participate?
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Learn about the Church’'s teaching on migration and

Become informed about the issues. Visit: www.justiceforimmigrants.org

Contact your members of Congress and urge them to support comprehensive reform
that will protect the life and dignity of immigrants

Confronting Global Poverty

Confronting Global Poverty

This week the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved S.1524, the Foreign Assis-
tance Revitalization and Accountability Act of 2009. Fourteen senators supported it (both
Senators Lautenberg and Menendez supported it) and three did not. This is a significant first
step in reforming U.S. foreign assistance and a major milestone for Bread for the World’s

2009 Offering of Letters.

In the House, cosponsors for H.R. 2139, the Initiating Foreign Assistance Reform Act of
2009, continue to increase. There are now 121 cosponsors for this House bill. Cospon-

sors include Representatives, Rush Holt, Donald Payne and Albio Sires.

Growing support for these two bills in Congress was instrumental in moving President
Barack Obama's order for a presidential study directive to begin the process of developing a

national strategy for U.S. foreign aid. The bills also helped push the State Department to
begin the first-ever Quadrennial Development and Diplomacy Review that is bringing to-

gether an all-of-government approach to assess our foreign assistance delivery systems.

If your Congressional Representative has not cosponsored HR 2139, please contact them
now and ask for their support.

SEE: http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=OLLp |zqud |l gpgmNQoRyG2g

Hunger in the U. S. is Rising

Recently the US Department of Agriculture released the data on hunger in
the United States. Over 49 million people in this country now live in house-

holds that have trouble putting food on the table.

Even more alarming, almost one in four children in the U.S. live on the brink
of hunger. A record 36 million people, about half of them children, received

SNAP (food stamp) benefits in August 2009.

For more information, see http://www.bread.org/learn/us-hunger-issues/food-security/

theworld

HAVE FAITH. END HUNGER.

mmi gr a


http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/
http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=OLLp1zqud1qpgmNQoRyG2g
http://www.bread.org/learn/us-hunger-issues/food-security/
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Offering of Letters 2010 Workshop

Saturday, March 6, 2010

Workshop Introducing
Bread for the Worlddés 2010
Offering of Letters Campaign
theworld
HAVE FAITH. END HUNGER. 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Archdiocesan Center - 171 Clifton Avenue — Newark

Bread for the World's 2010 Offering of Letters will push for changes in the U.S. tax code that will
benefit low-income families and help them lift themselves and their children out of hunger and poverty.
Expanding existing
tax credits to low-income working people will help to make work pay and enable parents to educate
and feed their children,
and to build financial stability.

Plan to attend!

Complete details will follow.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Call 973-497-4341 or email furlanca@rcan.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR i March 6, 2010

Just Fai thds New Program

Engaging Spirituality is JustFaith’s newest program. It is a spiritual deepening process that invites small groups
of adult Christians to explore the intersection between contemplative presence and social action as it is lived out

in their own lives.
Engaging Spirituality focuses on the practical challenges of following Jesus into our broken and fragmented

world. Participants, inspired by the urgency and spirit of the Gospel message, practice the “the undivided life” of
Christian discipleship.

Engaging Spirituality...
® s accessible and practical, inviting people to plumb their own depths
® introduces seekers to a breadth of contemporary and ancient wisdom
®  moves us out to embrace current social realities from our hearts
.

seeks a “grounded spirituality” for contemplative-prophetic living today.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, April 17, 2010
Facilitators Training
at Annunciation Church in Paramus. Further details will be sent.
For more information, call Kay Furlani at 973-497-4341 or email furlanca@rcan.org

Engaging Spirituality bears the hallmarks of a JustFaith process:
®  Small-groups of 8-12 individuals.

Co-facilitated by two TRAINED participants.

21 weekly (2% hr) sessions.

Multi-dimensional process.

Retreats, spiritual practices, engagement at the margins, journal-keeping, immersion experiences, spiri-
tual reading, mutual accompaniment.

Intensive and resource-full.

® 8 texts, 4 video presentations, weekly reflections on contributions from 24 contemporary
spiritual teachers.



mailto:furlanca@rcan.org?subject=Information%20Regarding%20Engaging%20Spirituality
mailto:furlanca@rcan.org?subject=Information%20Regarding%20OL%202010%20Workshop
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Reducing Poverty in America

TAKE ACTION to reduce poverty in America by advocating for legislation
that would provide more affordable housing for low-income families. The

following Action Alert is from Catholic Charities USA.

Contact you Members of Congress and ask them to cosponsor bills provid-
ing $1 billion for the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF).

Ask your Congressional Representative to cosponsor H.R. 3766, the "Main
Street TARP Act."

Ask both of your Senators to cosponsor S. 1731, the "Preserving Homes and
Communities Act."

Congressional offices can be reached through the U.S. Capitol switchboard
at |- 877-210-5351.

BACKGROUND
The National Housing Trust Fund, when funded, will develop new housing

stock and preserve or rehabilitate existing housing to create affordable op-
tions for extremely low income people.

In his FY'10 budget proposal, President Obama called for $1 billion in funding
for the NHTF, and proposed that it come from the mandatory side of the

budget. In its FY'10 budget resolution, Congress determined the expenditure
would be subject to "pay-go," which means it would have to be offset or paid

for from another source.

Both H.R. 3766 and S. 1731 would provide direct funding to pay for the
NHTF without creating any additional federal costs:

* H.R. 3766 would, transfer $1 billion to the trust fund from funds yet to be
tapped in Troubled Asset Relief Program. It would limit rents paid by tenants

in NHTF-assisted homes to 30 percent of their adjusted income.

*S. 1731 would, transfer $1 billion to the NHTF from the sale of warrants
that were required under the TARP. When the U.S. Treasury funded finan-
cial institutions under TARP, it obtained warrants to purchase stock from
these institutions at a set price over a set period of time. Treasury then sells
these rights to investors and this produces revenue for the federal govern-

ment. As of August 31, sale of warrants brought in $2.9 billion.
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Fax: 973-497-4317
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Office of Human Concerns

MISSION STATEMENT

To continue the mission of Jesus bringing glad tidings to the
pooré proclaiming |iberty to capt
blind, letting the oppresses go free and announcing a year accept-

able to the Lord.
(Luke 4:18-19)



mailto:furlanca@rcan.org?subject=Information
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