
ProLife News Briefs                                                                                October 2016

This Month We Promote the Dignity of Each Human Life
US Bishops Declare “Moved by Mercy” as
2016-17 Respect Life Theme
     The Pope’s Year of Mercy extends to the poor, the
homeless, and marginalized people in every society.  Even
more so does it apply to unborn children who are completely
helpless and dependent on their mothers.  Most pregnant
women want to love, cherish and raise their babies.  We
are moved by mercy when we take steps to support women
in troubled pregnancies, and when we speak out against the
inhumanity of abortion, the purposeful taking of life.
     Mercy also extends fully to those women (and men) who
have had abortions.  The Church offers  forgiveness and
healing to them, and encourages them to partake in one of
her confidential healing programs.  There is no sin that
separates us from God that cannot be healed, as long as
the person willingly says “O my God, I am heartily sorry for
having offended thee.....”
     Many former employees of Planned Parenthood have
discovered God’s mercy through the prayerful and helpful
words and actions of pro-life picketers and prayer warriors. 
They, too, have been healed and “moved by Mercy.”
     We are all encouraged to reach out in understanding to
those we may know who have been involved in abortion,
and extend a merciful heart to them, encouraging them to
get back into God’s good graces.  Resources are there;
programs and counselors are available for post-abortion
healing.  Call Project Rachel's national toll-free number
888-456-HOPE(-4673) or visit HopeAfterAbortion.org.
     Shelters and homes for unwed moms are a tangible sign
of mercy shown towards those with challenging preg-
nancies.  We want to recognize, especially,  Several
Sources Shelter, and Good Counsel Homes, for their
many years of steadfast service to those in need of support,
comfort and guidance.
    

“Lord, may we have the courage, patience and fortitude to
extend your Mercy to ourselves and others.”
________________________________________________

ed. by Frank Tinari, Ph.D., tinarifr@shu.edu
(contact the editor to have ProLife News Briefs sent to others)

What Can I Do as a Lay Catholic?
# During this October & in the months to come, we
Catholics can do some things to promote the culture of life
in our society.   For example, Sunday, October 2, is when
Life Chains are held all across the nation.  Many of us
stand on a designated local sidewalk and pray for 90
minutes, while holding a respect-life sign.  If you are
reading this on Respect Life Sunday, you could join your
local Life Chain sometime later in the day.  
# Parents with teenagers could together watch the movie,
Gimme Shelter.  The gritty film portrays a powerful reality
and the heroic love of a mother for her unborn child despite
her experience in an abusive home.  At the same time, it
tells of Kathy DiFiore’s years helping unwed moms in her
New Jersey home.  Seeing the movie together and
discussing its themes would be a good way of talking about
the critical life issues everyone faces.
# To devote just an hour or two each week in the cause for
life, why not participate in your local 40 Days for Life
program?  This nationwide effort extends through the
month of October, ending on November 5.  The program
targets Planned Parenthood facilities and asks participants
to pray and hold signs on the sidewalk outside.  This is a
great way to “put your faith into action” even if for only an
hour or two each week.
# For those in the northern NJ region, you may want to
attend a Fall Brunch hosted by the Legal Center for
Defense of Life, October 16, at 11 a.m.  The food at the
Madison Hotel is scrumptious, and guest speaker Bobby
Schindler gives a powerful presentation on “end-of-life”
issues.  For details, contact Adele Gilhooly, 973-984-3368. 
# To become more informed, NJ Catholics are invited to
attend the Critical Life Issues Conference, Sat., Oct. 29,
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m, in Piscataway.  The $25
registration fee includes all handouts and lunch.  The
student fee is $10.  This year's topics include:
   • Making Sense of Bioethics
   • The Hidden Epidemic: Human Trafficking
   • The Abortion-Contraception Connection
   • Disability: God's Mercy in Disguise
For more information, 732-562-1990 ext. 1543 or 1629, or
email amarshall@diometuchen.org.
# If you are in a marriage that needs strengthening due to
anger, anxiety, depression or addiction problems, contact
Dr. Peter Kleponis at the Institute for Marital Healing,
610-397-0950, or www.MaritalHealing.com.

mailto:amarshall@diometuchen.org.
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Shocking Johns Hopkins Study Refutes
LGBT “Born That Way” Theory
     A recent study published in The New Atlantis by Dr.
Lawrence Mayer & Dr. Paul McHugh will most likely lead to
intense opposition from the secular culture.  The authors
of “Sexuality and Gender: Findings from the Biological,
Psychological, and Social Sciences” reviewed hundreds of
scientific studies on gender and sexuality.  Their findings
include the following:
     1. Science is not settled on the causes of sexual
orientation including genetics, exposure to prenatal
hormones, and childhood physical or sexual abuse.  “There
is now considerable evidence that sexual desires,
attractions, behaviors and even identities can, and
sometimes do, change over time.”
     2. Social stress from stigma and discrimination is not
necessarily the root cause of the generally poor mental
health of LGBT individuals.  Nonheterosexual individuals
have higher risks of anxiety, depression, substance abuse
and suicide.  Transgender persons fare worst of all,
exhibiting much higher suicide rates.
     3. “The hypothesis that gender identity is an innate,
fixed property of human beings that is independent of
biological sex, that a person might be ‘a man trapped in a
woman’s body’ or vice versa, is not supported by scientific
evidence.” 
     4. “Gender-nonconforming youth are increasingly
receiving therapies that affirm their felt genders and even
hormone treatments or surgery at young ages.  But the
majority of children who identify as a gender that does not
conform to their biological sex will no longer do so by the
time they reach adulthood.  We are disturbed and alarmed
by the severity and irreversibility of some interventions being
publicly discussed and employed for children.”

[Theresa Farnan & Mary Rice Hasson, “Report Refutes
LGBT ‘Born That Way’ Theory,“ Our Sunday Visitor, 9/4/16]

Fostering a Pro-Abortion Agenda
     Last month, a pro-abortion March for Choice was held in

Dublin and in 16 other cities in 11 nations. Its proximate goal was
to force the repeal of Ireland's Eighth Amendment that bans

abortion; its long-term goal is to secure abortion-on-demand in
other Catholic European countries.  The money behind this effort
is coming largely from George Soros, the atheist billionaire who

labels Israel a "racist" nation, and loves to fund pro-abortion
campaigns such as Catholics for Choice, an anti-Catholic group in
the U.S. with no members. An honest media would tell the public

these things—but don't hold your breath.
[William Donohue, Pres., The Catholic League, 9/20/16.]

Proud of Human Life Destruction?!
[from an editorial of Our Sunday Visitor, 8/21/16]

     A new strategy by Planned Parenthood and other pro-
abortion groups is to have women proclaim their pride in
having had an abortion.  In a speech this summer, the
president of NARAL Pro-Choice America said she had
aborted her child because she became pregnant “at an
inconvenient time.”
     Last year the #ShoutYourAbortion campaign encouraged
women to do just that.  When the destruction of innocent
lives is viewed as an opportunity for self-acclaim, we truly
find ourselves in a disturbing new world of post-Christian
morality.
     This is particularly ironic during a year in which we
celebrated the physical potential of life at the Olympic
Games and the recently completed Para-Olympics.  Time
magazine said: “When the hype finally give way to the
sports, we are moved by the athletes themselves.  Young
people of great talent yoked to urgent souls. ... They pull
back a curtain of what is to reveal a glimpse of what can be.”
      It is humanity’s “what can be” that should be celebrated,
not its destruction.  And it is this potential that should be
protected and cultivated from the moment of conception
onward, through education; through assurances of food,
housing and medical care; and through legal protection.
     As American society evolves further into a post-Christian
climate, American Catholics have a great opportunity to
stand up for the sacredness of life at every stage – and
most particularly for the little ones who cannot speak for
themselves.  For it is in the lives of these most vulnerable
that we glimpse the greatness of our future.  And as we
work to protect them, we will find the great potential that
exists within ourselves.

MORE THINGS WE CAN DO
#  Use this Respect Life Month to become more conversant
on life issues.  Many parishes display brochures with
information for the taking.  Or subscribe to one or two
Catholic periodicals (email the editor for subscription
information).
# If you have never participated in the annual Rally for Life
in Washington DC, make plans now to do so, perhaps with
family members.  This year it’s on Friday, January 27, 2017.
# Help support a shelter for unwed moms in your area. 
To find one, do a computer search on ‘pregnancy center.’
# Talk to your kids about responsible sexuality and the evil
of abortion.
# Volunteer to help your parish Respect Life group.  If
your parish doesn’t have one, get some parishioners
together to discuss this with your pastor.


