
 Vol. 62 No. 14 September 2013The online community newspaper of the Archdiocese of Newark

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 5

Concert experience provides ‘hope’ in evangelization

For almost 30 years, 
Hillsdale resident 
Mario Costabile has 
been a successful mu-
sic and video produc-

er. A musician by trade, he has 
always believed in the power 
and lasting impression of music. 
Also a devout Catholic family 
man with fi ve children, he had 
the unique experience of living 
a faith-fi lled life amidst the very 
secular entertainment industry. 

“As I got older, I began to re-
fl ect and assess a deeper mean-
ing in my life. God is continual-
ly giving me gifts and I realize 
how blessed I am.”

Yearning for a closer rela-
tionship with God, he decid-
ed to produce Christian music 
with his label The Vine Records. 
Costabile and label co-founder 
Greg Freeborg visited “Music 
City” in 2009 to investigate the 
Christian music scene. 

“We went down to Nash-
ville and I didn’t know what to 
expect. I only produced secular 
music before. I was moved by 
the deep sense of worship. The 
quality of music was great and I 
was shocked by the profession-

alism of Christian artists. My 
perception of Christian music 
was that it would be old-sound-
ing or unemotional. The experi-
ence culminated with my own 
faith-walk and I wanted Catho-
lics to express themselves with 
the same energy and emotion 
in our own community,” he ex-
plained.

Costabile then produced 
tracks for Sacred Road, a Chris-
tian rock group that released its 
self-titled CD through distri-
bution giant Universal Music 
Christian Group/Fontana Sep-
tember 22, 2009. The group 
caught the attention of many 
radio programmers throughout 
the states and Canada with its 

fi rst single, “I Need An Angel,” 
which has played on over 200 
stations worldwide. The group 
has been recording its second al-
bum this summer.

Recording Christian music 
further inspired Costabile and 
Freeborg to produce “Array of 
Hope,” a project developed by 
their Paramus-based religious 

organization Te Deum Minis-
tries.  A two-hour multi-media 
experience, “Array of Hope” 
features multiple musical acts, 
including Sacred Road, motiva-
tional speakers and thought-pro-
voking fi lm presentations that 
joyously provide a counterpoint 
to the negative media surround-
ing today’s society.  

“We are using the same tool, 
the media, which society has 
used to denigrate our culture. 
We as Catholics need to pro-
tect our beliefs and evangelize. 
Christian culture is being at-
tacked and society’s moral ba-
rometer is fl awed. Family, mar-
riage and the sanctity of life are 
all important issues that we need 
to fi ght for in secular culture,” 
Costabile said.

“Array of Hope” is struc-
tured and modeled after three 
objectives supporting the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (USCCB) in its New Evan-
gelization; faith, worship and 
witness. Most Rev. Edgar M. 
da Cunha, S.D.V., Vicar Gener-
al and Moderator of the Curia 
for the Archdiocese of Newark, 
endorsed “Array of Hope” as 
a valuable tool for evangeliza-
tion in a letter earlier this sum-
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Mario Costabile, co-founder of “Array of Hope,” entertains the crowd. During the show, he shares his unique 
perspective of living a committed Christian life amidst the very secular entertainment industry.

By Melissa McNally
Editor

By Ron Pihokker, O.F.S.
Director, Archdiocesan Catechetical Offi ce

Catechesis: Opening the door to Christ
moment’ in the process of evan-
gelization. The National Direc-
tory for Catechesis puts it this 
way: “Catechesis is that partic-
ular form of the ministry of the 
word which matures initial con-
version to make it into a living, 
explicit and fruitful confession 
of faith.” (NDC p. 54)

It takes the person who has 
experienced initial conversion to 
the Gospel way of life and helps 
them to deepen that commit-
ment, equipping them to live out 
that life commitment by making 
them disciples of Jesus. A dis-
ciple is a learner, a person who 
strives to deepen their relation-
ship with Jesus the Teacher who 
shows them how to live.  Indeed, 

lieve in the good news.”(Mk. 
1:15) The word repent here is a 
call to conversion or transfor-
mation. 

In the Greek New Testament, 
the word used is metanoia—a 
radical change from the inside 
out.  This is the task of evangeli-
zation: to call people to a radical 
change in their lives to live the 
Gospel—and this task is at the 
very heart of the Church’s mis-
sion. The ministry of catechesis 
falls within the scope of evange-
lization.

Catechesis, Blessed Pope 
John Paul II taught, is a ‘unique 

How many doors do 
you pass though each 
day? Do you even 
take note of it? Doors 

are ubiquitous, they serve to 
protect us and our possessions 
but they also mark our move-
ment from one space to another. 
In the spiritual life a doorway is 
a symbol for the experience of 
conversion—a moving through 
from one way of thinking to 
another.  In the scriptures, this 
is what Jesus was calling us to 
when he said, “The time is ful-
fi lled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near; repent, and be-

joyously provide a counterpoint 

Submitted photo

the General Directory for Cat-
echesis says this: “The defi nitive 
aim of catechesis is to put peo-
ple not only in touch, but also in 
communion and intimacy, with 
Jesus Christ.” (GDC no. 80)

This is the task of the Church 
when she carries out the min-
istry of catechesis, and this is 
what we acknowledge each year 
when the Church sets aside the 
third Sunday in September in 
every parish in the United States 
to celebrate Catechetical Sun-
day, this year on Sunday, Sept. 
15. As the Church gathers on 
this Sunday, catechists, youth 
ministers, RCIA leaders, parish 
Directors of Faith Formation 
and Catholic School faculties 

will be recognized and commis-
sioned for the task of catechesis. 
This year, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
has designated as the theme for 
this year’s Catechetical Sunday 
observance, “Open the Door to 
Christ” which recalls the mes-
sage of Pope-emeritus Benedict 
XVI, Porta Fidei, by which he 
inaugurated the Year of Faith.

In the Archdiocese of New-
ark, the task of catechesis be-
longs fi rst of all to Archbishop 
John J. Myers who is the chief 
catechist of the archdiocese, and 
through him to the pastors and 
with them more than 7,000 cat-
echists of all kinds, both profes-
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On Feb. 14, ten Benedictine 
Academy Campus Ministry student 
leaders (Cor Defenders) headed 
off to the United Nations in NYC 
to attend a United for a Culture 
of Peace Conference at the UN 
General Assembly. Back row, left 
to right; Eileen Conaty, Marina 
Santiago, Vanessa Fragiacomo, 
Jada Yarbough, and Ewa 
Kowalczyk. Front row, left to right; 
Karina Costa, Karol Pierre, Joyce 
Mendoza, Sydney Sigue and Kayla 
Roque. 

Benedictine Academy students met Elie Weisel, Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner/author/political activist, at the June 2013 Jefferson Awards national 
ceremonies in Washington, D.C. Pictured are, left to right. Karol Pierre, 
Weisel, Eileen Conaty, Marina Santiago and Kayla Roque.

ELIZABETH — Some re-
markable character development 
and leadership opportunities 
have presented themselves to 
students at Benedictine Acade-
my (BA) through the exception-
al Jefferson Awards/Students in 
Action program. This approach-
ing academic year promises to 
build on those opportunities, 
offering young women at the 
all-female Catholic college pre-
paratory high school the chance 
to gain extraordinary learning 
experiences that empower them 
to be accepted into the top col-
leges of their choice.

This past year, the students 
at the Academy have actual-
ly stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with and been inspired by mod-
ern-day “unsung heroes” such as 
holocaust survivor Elie Weisel, 
the Nobel Peace Prize winner/
author/political activist; Ken 
Morris, the great-great-great 
grandson of former slave Fred-
erick T. Douglass, who became 
a leader of the civil rights move-
ment in the 1800’s, and also, the 
great, great grandson of Booker 
T. Washington, who was born 
a slave and rose above his cir-
cumstances through the power 
of education; and, Sam Beard, 
co-founder of the Jefferson 
Awards along with Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis. 

 Benedictine Academy stu-
dents have traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. to be honored as 
the number one high school in 
America at the National Jeffer-
son Awards ceremonies; have 
been recognized at the Newark 
Museum as winners of the NJ 
Jefferson Governor’s Award;  
have stood on the steps of Fred-
erick T. Douglass’ historic home 
in the nation’s Capitol to pro-
claim a New Proclamation of 
Freedom, written by students 
from the Academy and other 
schools with the hope of eradi-
cating modern day slavery in the 
form of human trafficking; and, 
have attended hearings and given 
testimony at the United Nations 
and in Trenton, in favor of hu-
man trafficking reforms, as well 
as anti-bullying and safety laws.  

Taking on the human traf-
ficking project brought not only 
recognition and awards to Bene-
dictine Academy, but also many 
opportunities for students to 
learn about character develop-
ment and leadership. The school 
anticipates that this year will be 
no different, with more human 
trafficking awareness projects 
presenting themselves under the 
leadership of Campus Minis-
ter Linda Michalski, along with 
Sister Donna Jo Repetti, O.S.F., 
who oversee the Jefferson Award 
efforts at the Academy. 

The Jefferson Awards pro-
gram will continue this coming 
academic year by building out-
wardly, Michalski noted. “The 
Benedictine ‘Cor Defenders of 
the Heart’ will be focusing their 
efforts on empowering and in-

spiring other students in New 
Jersey and across the globe to 
join forces to make our world 
a better place. Their hope is to 
continue to establish collabo-
rative partnerships with other 
young people, as well as busi-
nesses and government organi-
zations, to exchange ideas and 
apply their higher level of think-
ing to counteract the injustices 
of the world,” Michalski ex-
plained. “We hear the cries of 
humanity, and desire to bring a 
healing touch to the marginal-
ized and the poor. So many of 
our students are inspired to live 
their lives as unsung heroes, 

award recognizes young people 
who have championed liberty 
through their actions, making a 
difference in their school, com-
munity or beyond by identifying 
areas where liberty is lacking, 
and taking action to make posi-
tive social change through civic 
engagement, conflict resolution, 
promoting diversity and school 
or community leadership.  All 
winners received recognition at 
the awards ceremony; a certifi-
cate of recognition, medallion 
and gifts; and a plaque featur-
ing their story in the Museum’s 
Young Heroes Exhibit. 

In receiving the Award, the 
Academy’s Campus Ministry 
Leadership Team members were 
recognized for all their good 
works, including Hurricane San-
dy comfort bags; food drive; MS 
fundraiser; and most especially 
as abolitionists against human 
trafficking, modern day slavery. 
“They listened with the ear of 
their hearts to the needs and suf-
fering of the people around them 
and they responded with care 
and concern,” Michalski com-
mented. 

Receiving the Young Heroes 
Award in Philadelphia followed 
a very important trip to Wash-
ington D.C in late June of 2013 
to be honored as the number 
one Jefferson Awards “Ambas-
sador Gold Medal High School 
in the Nation” for Public Service 
Leadership in 2013. The Am-
bassador Award singled out and 
lauded the work of students at 
the Academy as a mentor High 
School and for their fight against 
modern day slavery in the form 
of human trafficking.

The Benedictine Academy 
students have participated in 
other exhilarating experiences 
through the Jefferson Awards 
program. They have partnered 
with nine other schools across 
the country, and Ken Morris, to 
write and declare on the steps 
of the historic Frederick Doug-
lass site a “New Proclamation of 
Freedom” to the U.S. Govern-
ment calling for an end to hu-
man trafficking, the modern day 
slavery. Benedictine Academy 
“Cor Defenders” also have testi-
fied before a NJ House Commit-
tee, alongside Assemblywoman 
Valerie Huttle, on new legisla-
tion for the Protection and Pre-
vention of Human Trafficking 
victims. That legislation was 
passed and signed into law by 
Governor Chris Christie in May 
2013. The students have also 
participated in a United Nations 
International Peace Conference; 
spoken out at Youth Leadership 
Conferences; and were featured 
in a new Frederick Douglass 
Family Initiatives documentary 
on the importance of “Building 
Strong Children” through the 
power of education to prevent 
human trafficking.  

“As a Principal of a Catholic 
high school, I have been bless-
ed to witness the transformative 
power of the Jefferson Awards/ 
Students in Action program and 
its effects on the students who 
have legislated, protested, and 
spoken against the sin of human 
trafficking,” Benedictine Acade-
my Principal Kenneth Jennings 
commented. “The very best of 
our Catholic social teaching, 

serving their brother and sisters 
through every day humanitari-
an actions.  At BA, we believe 
that we have a shared responsi-
bility to build a more just, peace-
ful world.  We are not afraid to 
go forth and deliver happiness 
to others, simply by being kind 
and caring.  Everywhere we turn 

there is suffering. We feel com-
pelled to bring a message of 
hope,” Michalski stated.

 On Aug. 8, Benedictine 
Academy students were hon-
ored with the Young Heroes 
Award in Philadelphia, when 
the National Liberty Museum 
acknowledged thirteen extraor-
dinary young people in the tri-
state area for living their lives as 
heroes.  The Academy’s Student 
Leadership Team, known as the 
“Benedictine Cor Defenders” 
(BCD’s), was recognized at the 
Museum’s 13th Annual Young 
Hero Award Ceremony, spon-
sored by TD Bank. This annual 

Benedictine Academy students earn plaudits 
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By Jim Goodness
Director of Communications

The Students of the
Christian Foundations for Ministry Program
give thanks to God on the occasion of their Graduation.  

They also want to thank Archbishop John J. Myers, 
their pastors, instructors, family and friends 

for their prayers and support over the last three years.

Friends and Family are cordially invited to attend
The Graduation Prayer Service presided over by

Bishop Manuel Cruz 
on 

Sunday, September 15, 2013
at

Immaculate Conception Church
1219 Paterson Plank Road

Secaucus 
at two o’clock in the afternoon.

Immaculate Conception, 
Secaucus

Irene Bielicki
Rita Casazza

Angela Del Pilar
Michelle Halpin
Rosalie Gravina
Judith M. Jaeger

Gary Jeffas
Jean Jeffas

Karen Meicke
Geraldine Natwin

Carol Puzio
Josephine Rubio

Deborah A. Santoro
Caroline Valdez
Deborah Warner
Maria T. Wilms

Debbie Marie Zapata

Mary-Louise Meyer
Rolando Ordonez

Heather Sedlak
Dennis Tripaldi

St. Peter the Apostle, 
River Edge

Steven Citarella
Natalie Dengler
Steven Sahagian 

St. James, Newark
Geraldo Silva

Jose Eduardo Silva de Jesus
Katia C. Farias

Maria Conceição Silva
Rosimery Ferrari

Sinara Paula Alvim Rocha
Terezinha De Paula

Holy Trinity, Westfield
Joanne Greene
Eleanor Wall

St. John the Baptist, 
Hillsdale

Kathryn Personnette
Christopher Robinson

St. Aloysius, Jersey City
Anne-Marie O’Brien
Vanessa De Villava 

Caroline Tan

St. Cecilia, Kearny
Wilder Otayza
Lidia Quevedo

Maria Elena Principe
Luis Oswaldo Sanchez

St. John the Apostle, 
Linden

Fannie Loughran
Laurie Bischke 

Ascension, New Milford
Clementine Lobo

CAN YOU HELP SAVE 
A PREBORN CHILD?

 “Baby Gideon” was saved from 
abortion and born on 6/26/13. We struggle 
to keep our prolife shelters open to provide 
a choice for over 300 pregnant women who 
call our hotline monthly. Your contribu-
tions can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Submitted photo
Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Petrillo (back row, left), executive director of Clergy Personnel, met with retired priests 
for “The Day After,”  a program reflecting on retirement, Aug. 27 at the Archdiocesan Center, Newark. Also 
present at the get-together was back row, left to right, Rev. Msgr. William Hatcher, Father Jack O’Connell, 
Father Michael German, and Rev. Msgr. Edward Bradley, director of Ministry to Retried Priests. Seated, left 
to right, are Father John McGovern, Father Richard Carlson and Rev. Msgr. Larry Miller.

Recently, The Star-Ledger carried an op-ed piece by Robert Hoat-
son in which he again claimed that he was fi red from an assignment 
within the Archdiocese in 2003 because he spoke out in favor of sex 
abuse victims. However, that has never been the case.

To place matters in perspective, Jim Goodness wrote a letter to 
The Star-Ledger Editorial Page Editor Tom Moran and Deputy Edi-
torial Page Editor Jim Miller presenting the facts.

Dear Tom and Jim:
It amazes me that both Robert Hoatson and The Star-Ledger con-

tinue to insist (him by stating it, The Star-Ledger by printing his 
statement) that he was fi red by the Archbishop in 2003 “exactly three 
days” after he testifi ed before the New York State Legislature.

Here are the facts.  On November 6, 2002, Hoatson wrote the 
following to the Archbishop: “It is my assessment that my work at 
Good Counsel Schools has been completed...Consequently, I wish to 
request a change of assignment effective January 1, 2003, if possi-
ble...I am ready to assume the duties of pastor or administrator of an 
Archdiocesan parish...Thank you for your consideration.”

At the top of Hoatson’s letter, the Archbishop wrote “OK” and 
dated his agreement November 8, 2002, thus granting Hoatson’s re-
quest for a new assignment.

On February 5, 2003, Bishop Serratelli, then the Archdiocese’s 
Vicar General, wrote to Hoatson: “I was made aware of your de-
cision to terminate your present assignment at Good Counsel.  At 
fi rst you were asking to be relieved of your work there as of January 
1. Subsequently, you were kind enough to agree to stay until June 
2003.”  So Hoatson agreed to remain at the school until the end of the 
school year, and then be ready for a new assignment.

When Hoatson testifi ed in New York on May 23, 2003, it was six 
months after the Archbishop approved his request for a new assign-
ment, and three and a half months after being thanked for remaining 
on the job until the end of June 2003. He then accepted an assign-
ment as chaplain at Catholic Charities.

None of this sounds like a fi ring situation. In fact, it looks more 
like, as I have said many times, a simple case of “be careful what 
you wish for.”

In his recent op-ed in The Star-Ledger, Hoatson demonstrated 
quite clearly that he has had a long-standing animus against the Arch-
bishop dating from well before the Archbishop arrived in Newark.  
He mentioned his concerns that Archbishop Myers stresses ortho-
doxy - truth to the Faith.  But that’s why Blessed John Paul II made 
Archbishop Myers a bishop and sent him to both Peoria and New-
ark.  The Archbishop has always been clear about what the Church 
believes and teaches.  He is not afraid to say “No” when someone 
tries to corrupt, bend or suspend belief.  Problem is, Hoatson and his 
compatriots at Catholic Whistle Blowers apparently have issues with 
clarity in what the Church believes and teaches, and never want to 
be told “No.”

Archdiocese responds 
to Star-Ledger op-ed

http://www.severalsources.net
http://www.chastitycall.org
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September 15
Hispanic Family Life Offi ce,  
Archdiocese of Newark, “God’s 
Plan for Marriage,” Spanish-lan-
guage marriage preparation 
course, at the Archdiocesan 
Center, Newark, 9 a.m.-4:30 a.m.,  
$125 per couple, call Yamilka 
Genao at (973) 497-4326 or 
e-mail genaoyam@rcan.org.

St. Joseph Parish, Hackensack, 
parish picnic, includes food, games, 
raffl e and music, noon-8 p.m., 
(201) 440-3224.

September 16
Seton Hall University, South 
Orange, “Eric LeGrand’s New 
Team,” featuring the inspirational 
former NCAA D-1 football player 
Eric LeGrand and his story of 
triumph over adversity, 6-7:30 p.m. 
in Walsh Gym, register online at 
www.shu.edu/go/teamwork. 

September 17 
Community of God’s Love, 
Rutherford, Ignatian Spirituality 
Series, 7:30 p.m., also on Sept. 24, 
Oct. 1 and Oct. 8, (201) 935-0344.

Heath Village Retirement 
Community, Hackettstown, 
Parkinson’s Disease support group, 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month, 4-5 p.m., call Valerie at 
(908) 684-5202.

September 19
Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, Roseland, 
Catholicism Series, 7:30-9 p.m., 
also on Oct. 4, (973) 226-7288 or 
visit www.olbs.org. 

September 26
St. John the Evangelist 
Parish, Bergenfi eld, bus trip to 
Sight and Sound Theatre, Lancaster, 
PA, production of “Noah,” $125 
per person, bus leaves parking lot 
at 8 a.m. and returns at 9 p.m., call 
Marie at (201) 385-6589.

September 27
Kean University, Union, 
Catholic Intercollegiate Adoration 
(CIA), Mass at 7 p.m.,  Adoration 
at 7:30 p.m., call Jackie Oesmann 
at (908) 737-4835 or e-mail 
joesmann@kean.edu. 

September 28
Stella Maris Retreat Center, 
Long Branch, “Embrace Life’s 
Sacred Journey Mid-Life and Be-
yond,” 9 a.m.-2 p.m., $50, call (732) 
229-0602 or e-mail retreats@
stellamarisretreatcenter.com. 

September 30
Stella Maris Retreat Center, 
Long Branch, “Saying ‘Yes’ to the 
Call of Aging,” through Oct. 4, 
$380, call (732) 229-0602 or 
e-mail retreats@stellamarisretreat
center.com. 

Hispanic Family Life Offi ce,  
Archdiocese of Newark, natural 
family planning seminar, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., at the Archdiocesan Center, 
Newark, $50 per couple, call 
Yamilka Genao at (973) 497-4326 
or e-mail genaoyam@rcan.org.

October 1
Lumen Center, Caldwell, “All 
the Days of Our Lives: Life Wis-
dom in the Psalms,” supper at 5:30 
p.m., presentation from 6:15-7:45, 
$25, (973) 403-3331.

October 5
Offi ce of Development and 
Stewardship,  Archdiocese of 
Newark, Stewardship Day, at the 
Archdiocesan Center, Newark, 
9 a.m.-noon, register online at 
http://stewardship.rcan.org/or call 
Carmen Olivo at (973) 497-4046.

Catechetical Offi ce,  Arch-
diocese of Newark, Spotlight on 
the New Testament: “The Word 
Enlightens our Faith, Fortifi es 
our Hope, Infl ames our Love,” at 
St. John Parish, Bergenfi eld, 9:30 
a.m. -3:30 p.m., $40, call Eugene 
Tozzi at (973) 497-4288 or e-mail 
tozzieug@rcan.org.

October 8
Lumen Center, Caldwell, “If 
God Can Work through Me, He 
Can Work through Anyone…St. 
Francis of Assisi,” supper at 5:30 
p.m., presentation from 6:15-7:45, 
$25, (973) 403-3331.

Marianist Family Retreat 
Center, Cape May Point, Writing/
Journaling Retreat, through Oct. 10, 
$115, (609) 884-3829.

October 12
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
West Orange, Public Square Ro-
sary Rally, noon, call Carol Ford at 
(973) 736-2394.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
West Orange, baby shower spon-
sored by The Catholic Daughters’ 
Court Bernadette #782, following 
all weekend masses, call Margaret 
Christiano at (973) 325-0379.

Catechetical Offi ce,  Arch-
diocese of Newark, Spotlight on 

Prayer: “God’s Thirst,” at St. John 
Parish, Bergenfi eld, 9:30 a.m. -
3:30 p.m., $40, call Eugene Tozzi 
at (973) 497-4288 or e-mail 
tozzieug@rcan.org.

October 16
Seton Hall University, South 
Orange, Catholic theologian 
George Weigel guest lecture, 6 
p.m., at University Center Chan-
cellor’s Suite, (973)761-9422.

October 19
Heath Village Retirement 
Community, Hackettstown, Fall 
Open House, 11 a.m. -2 p.m., call 
Maggie at (908) 684-5006.

Catechetical Offi ce,  
Archdiocese of Newark, Spotlight 
on Sacraments:  “Live in the Love 
of the Holy Trinity,” at Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Roseland, 9:30 a.m. - :30 p.m., $40, 
call Eugene Tozzi at (973) 497-
4288 or e-mail tozzieug@rcan.org.

Respect Life Offi ce,  
Archdiocese of Newark, 
“Critical Life Issues Conference,” 
at St. John Neumann Conference 
Center, Piscataway, 8:30 a.m. -
3:30 p.m., call Cheryl A. Riley, 
at (973) 497-4350 or e-mail 
rileyche@rcan.org. 

October 27
Serra International District 
22, Archdiocese of Newark, Fifth 
Annual Communion Brunch, Mass 
at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, 
South Orange, at 11 a.m., brunch 
to follow at Seton Hall University, 
$25,call  Rose Marie Deehan at 
(973)762-6180 or e-mail 
rjdeehan@gmail.com. 

Archbishop John J. Myers has announced the following appointments:
ARCHDIOCESAN 

AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Pedro Bismarck 
Chau, Associate Director for 
Parish Outreach and Formation 
of the CYO Youth & Young Adult 
Ministry and Pastoral Liaison to 

the Offi ce of Youth & Young Adult 
Ministries of the Archdiocese of 
Newark, Kearny, has also been 

appointed Assistant Director of the 
Offi ce of Vocations for a period of 
three years, effective Aug. 13, 2013.

Reverend Jeivi M. Hercules, 
Parochial Vicar of Queen of Peace 
Parish, North Arlington, has also 

been appointed Assistant Director 
of the Offi ce of Vocations for a 

period of three years, 
effective Aug. 13, 2013.

Reverend Colin Adrian Kay, 
Parochial Vicar of St. Anne Parish, 

Fair Lawn, has also been appointed 
Assistant Director of the Offi ce 

of Vocations for a period of three 
years, effective Aug.13, 2013.

Reverend Brian X. Needles, 
Parochial Vicar at St. Philomena 
Parish, Livingston, has also been 
appointed part-time Spiritual 

Director at St. Andrew College 
Seminary at Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, for a period of one 

year, effective Aug. 21, 2013. He 
has also been appointed Assistant 

Director of the Offi ce of Vocations 
for a period of one year, 
effective Aug. 13, 2013.

second six-year term as Pastor, 
ending July 1, 2020.

Reverend John J. Korbelak, 
Pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish, 
Hillsdale, has been appointed to a 

second six-year term, 
ending July 1, 2020.

Reverend Thomas S. 
Wisniewski, Pastor of St. 

Catharine Parish, Glen Rock, has 
been appointed to a second six-year 
term as Pastor, ending July 1, 2020.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Antonio N. Kuizon 
has been appointed Parochial Vicar 
of St. Joseph of the Palisades Parish, 

West New York, 
effective Sept. 1, 2013.

Reverend Fredy Sanchez, 
Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of 

Mount Virgin Parish, Garfi eld, has 
been appointed Parochial Vicar of 
the Parish of St. Joseph, Jersey City, 

effective Sept. 1, 2013.

Reverend Wilson Sanchez has 
been appointed Parochial Vicar of St. 
Joseph of the Palisades Parish, West 
New York, effective Sept. 3, 2013.

CHAPLAIN

Reverend Stephen Aribe has been 
appointed part-time Chaplain at Trinitas 
Regional Medical Center, Elizabeth, with 
residence at St. Leo Rectory, Irvington, 

effective Aug. 27, 2013.

Offi cial Appointments 

PASTOR

Revered Jose Amante M. 
Abalon, Parochial Vicar of Holy 
Redeemer Parish, West New York, 
has been appointed Pastor of Holy 
Rosary/St. Michael Parish, Elizabeth, 

effective Sept. 15, 2013.

Reverend Gabriel Mary Fiore, 
C.F.J., Parochial Vicar of Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel Parish, Orange, has 
been appointed Pastor of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Parish, Orange, 

effective Sept. 1, 2013.

Reverend Michael G. Ward, 
Pastor of St. Cecilia Parish, Kearny, 

has been appointed Pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, 

Scotch Plains, effective Sept. 15, 2013.

Reverend John E. Wassell, 
Pastor of Holy Rosary/St. Michael 

Parish, Elizabeth, has been appointed 
Pastor of St. Cecilia Parish, Kearny, 

effective Sept. 15, 2013.

Very Reverend Joseph S. 
Bejgrowicz, V.F., Pastor of St. 

Theresa Parish, Kenilworth, has been 
granted an extension of his pastorate 

for one year, ending June 30, 2015.

Reverend Dennis J. Cohan, 
Pastor of St. Agnes Parish, Clark, has 
been appointed to a second six-year 
term as Pastor, ending July 1, 2020.

Reverend John J. Galeano, 
Pastor of St. Francis de Sales Parish, 

Lodi, has been appointed to a 

Critical Life Issues 
Conference to be held in Diocese of Metuchen

AREA—In commemoration of Respect Life Month, the Diocese 
of Metuchen in collaboration with the Respect Life Offi ce of the 
Archdiocese of Newark is sponsoring the Critical Life Issues Con-
ference October 19 at Saint John Neumann Conference Center, 146 
Metlars Lane, Piscataway.

The Conference, entitled “Faith Creates Joy…Even in the Midst 
of Suffering,” begins at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 3:30 p.m. Topics 
include “Doctor-Prescribed Suicide: Killing or Caring,” “A Better 
Way: Palliative Care and Pain Management,” and “When Life Hurts: 
Refl ections on the Christian Meaning of Suffering in Disability, Ill-
ness or at End of Life.” There will be a screening of the award-win-
ning short fi lm “Crescendo.” The cost of the event is $25 and in-
cludes lunch. Please register by Oct. 8. For more information, call 
(732) 562-1990 ext. 1629 or 1543. E-mail jruggiero@diometuchen.
org or amarshall@diometuchen.org. 

As of July 1, 2013, the Newark Respect Life Offi ce has moved to 
the Archdiocesan Center at 171 Clifton Ave., Newark. Father Law-
rence Fama was named director and Cheryl A. Riley associate di-
rector. For more information, contact Fr. Fama at (973) 497-4348 
famalawr@rcan.org or Riley at (973) 497-4350 rileyche@rcan.org. 

mailto:genaoyam@rcan.org
http://www.shu.edu/go/teamwork
http://www.olbs.org
mailto:joesmann@kean.edu
mailto:genaoyam@rcan.org
http://stewardship.rcan.org/or
mailto:tozzieug@rcan.org
mailto:tozzieug@rcan.org
mailto:tozzieug@rcan.org
mailto:rileyche@rcan.org
mailto:rjdeehan@gmail.com
mailto:amarshall@diometuchen.org
mailto:famalawr@rcan.org
mailto:rileyche@rcan.org
mailto:stellamarisretreatcenter.com
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Concert experience is more than a typi-
cal ‘praise and worship’ or ‘clap 
your hands’ concert. We are tap-
ping into the New Evangeliza-
tion message. The program is 
focused on family, marriage and 
the sanctity of life and that mes-
sage is stressed throughout the 
show,” Costabile said.

A veteran event producer, he 
was confi dent he could put on a 
great show while still deliver-
ing a clear, Christian message. 
“From an entertainment point-
of-view, you have to win the au-
dience over fi rst. You have to get 
the audience involved and less-
en their defenses so they will 
be more open. That’s called the 
‘soft sell;’ people are generally 
more receptive when they are 
enjoying themselves. We are not 
preaching at them in a way that 
they have seen before,” he ex-
plained.

As the show traveled around 
the state, the message became 
more fi ne-tuned. The goal of 
the show is to create awareness 
in people’s hearts. There are al-
most three hours of video con-
tent between the acts during 
“Array of Hope.” The audience 
can see the message loud and 
clear in a non-threatening way. 

“We don’t scream at the audi-
ence about abortion, but we do 
show video about the beauty 
of life. The message is there in 
black and white. In the future, I 
want the event to focus on reli-
gious freedom and the threats to 
our Church.”

“Array of Hope” has been 
performed for thousands of peo-
ple and Costabile said he hears 
“a smattering” of the audience 

response. Pastors and catechists 
follow up and say audiences en-
joyed the show. Young people 
love the energy; adults love the 
message. The program has start-
ed to gain national recognition. 
A sign, Costabile believes, that

“Array of Hope” is getting 
the message across. “The Lord 
is creating opportunities and it’s 
verifying that we are doing the 
right thing. God has planted a 

seed of urgency in my heart. It’s 
exciting what the Lord is mak-
ing available. Our message is 
something that needs to be de-
livered in a big way.”

“Array of Hope” will be tour-
ing throughout the fall. Upcom-
ing dates include Oct. 18 at Saint 
Rose Parish, Neptune, and Oct. 
20 at Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Martinsville. For more informa-
tion, visit www.arrayofhope.net. 

Submitted photo
Chart-topping Christian rock band Sacred Road performs at an “Array of Hope” concert. “Our music is about life, 
faith, and love. It’s a journey that’s sacred,” said Dave Olson, lead singer and guitar player for the band. “We use 
our music as a tool to influence others to make authentic relationships.” 

mer. “I am glad to recommended 
‘Array of Hope’ to any parish, 
school, or institution who wish-
es to experience a modern, ef-
fective, positive way of present-
ing the message of the Gospel 
in a sound and attractive man-
ner. They have already touched 
many lives and hearts, and I am 
sure there are many others wait-
ing to be touched by their minis-
try,” Bishop da Cunha wrote.

The show is aimed to a wide 
demographic; from young peo-
ple to adults, from devout Cath-
olics to those trying to recon-
nect with their faith. “I’m an 
ordinary guy who has questions 
about my faith,” Costabile ex-
plained. “There are millions of 
people who feel the same way I 
do. Why do (Catholics) do what 
we do? Why is what I believe in 
important? These questions are 
the bedrock of how the show is 
presented.”

The message of “Array of 
Hope” is not “fi re and brim-
stone” but is a very clear presen-
tation of Catholic beliefs. “The 

     “Do       good          on      earth ...’’

                      Pray and give generously 

                    World Mission Sunday
        The Society for the Propagation of the Faith  

           a Pontifical Mission Society

Pontifical Mission Societies
The Society for the 

Propagation of the Faith
Archdiocese of Newark, 

P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500

Very Rev. Michael M. Walters 
Archdiocesan Director

(973) 497-4375
waltermi@rcan.org
Visit us on the web

www.rcan.org/propfaith

A special collection will be 
taken around the world on 
World Mission Sunday to 
help the Church to serve 

the most needy. Archdiocese of Newark
October 20, 2013

Submitted photo
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sional and volunteer, in our par-
ishes and schools who assist in 
this ministry of making God’s 
Word known and loved. In order 
to assist catechists in this most 
important ministry for the life of 
the Church, Archbishop Myers 
delegates oversight responsibil-
ity and resourcing of catechesis 
to the Secretariat for Catholic 
Education under the leadership 
of Dr. Margaret Dames, Ed.D., 
the Secretary for Catholic Edu-
cation, and, within the Secretar-
iat, to the Catechetical Office of 
the Archdiocese. It is the work 
of the Catechetical Office to sup-
port the ministry of catechesis in 
all its forms from early child-
hood through the senior years of 
adulthood, since achieving in-
timacy with Christ is a lifelong 
task and, in addition, to do so 
respecting all of the various lan-
guages and cultures represent-

ed in the Archdiocese. The task 
of catechesis is in one sense, al-
ways the same, but our particular 
culture and the challenges which 
it brings to faith demand ever 
new means and even new tech-
nologies in order to reach people 
with the message of the Gospel.

In order to be able to carry 
out their many-faceted ministry 
in the parish and school, cate-
chists need to nurture their own 
sense of discipleship by deepen-
ing their own relationship with 
the Lord Jesus, in order to enter 
into “communion and intimacy” 
with him. To enable this growth, 
one of the major concerns of the 
archdiocesan Catechetical Of-
fice is to foster and facilitate the 
formation of catechists and to 
assist in the recruitment of per-
sons suited to this ministry. The 
office assists pastors in finding 
and placing professional parish 
catechetical leaders to help them 
in directing and designing parish 
catechetical programs and pro-
vides programs for them which 

address sacramental preparation, 
catechist recruitment and forma-
tion, the catechetical curriculum, 
as well as safety issues, adminis-
tration and the use of media and 
the internet in catechesis.

One of the largest catechist 
formation events offered each 
year is the annual Catechist 
Convocation, to be held this year 
on November 9th at Paramus 
Catholic High School. Fifty-six 
workshops in Spanish and in En-
glish will be offered by expert 
presenters for catechists, par-
ish catechetical leaders, youth 
ministers, Catholic School fac-
ulties, RCIA catechists and oth-
ers. In addition, participants will 
enjoy the opportunity to experi-
ence fellowship, prayer and vis-
it many displays of catechetical 
materials by the major publish-
ers of these resources.

In addition to this yearly 
event, the Catechetical Office 
provides many opportunities for 
adult faith formation and cat-
echist certification within the 
four counties of the Archdiocese 
throughout the year and gathers 
parish catechetical leaders to-
gether regularly for in-service 
opportunities to keep current 
with the latest developments in 
the catechetical ministry.

A doorway is a great image 
for the ministry of catechesis. 
Let it be the way for you and 
your family to enter into a deeper 
relationship with the Lord Jesus.

Honors its dedicated Catechetical Staff 
 

MARCIA KLINK, PH.D 
DIANE TRIOLO 
PAT WUENSCH 
RAE PFEIFFER 

Church of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
Franklin Lakes 

 
Most Rev. John W. Flesey S.T.D., D.D.  

 

The Parish family of
St. Catherine  

of Siena
Cedar Grove

Extends an 
“Awesome”

 Thank You to 
Rosemary Couillou 

& Trish Wilson 
& All the Catechists

May your 
ministry be blessed!

Continued from page 1

Catechesis

Ron Pihokker

St. Bernard/St. Stanislaus

Kostka, Plainfield

Extends grateful appreciation 

to

Linda Knowles-Mayers

on Catechetical Sunday

St. Stephen pariSh, Kearny

Martha Lane &
All the Catechists 

for their Hard Work.

Congratulates
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The Parish of

St. Michael 
the Archangel,

Lyndhurst

Congratulates
Mr. Gene DeHaven

And his wonderful
Religious Education 

Staff on this 
Catechetical Sunday

Rev. Stanley S. Kostrzomb, 
Pastor

Sr. Diana Yodris 
M.P.F.

May the Lord Bless you 
for sharing the Faith 
with our Religious 

education students.

Holy Family
Nutley-Belleville

St. Valentine Parish,
Bloomfield

Congratulates
Josephine Sarno

 and all Catechists
for their hard work, 

dedication and 
service

Thank you 
Claudia Pastrana-Aguirre 
and all our catechetical staff 

for your hard work 
and commitment.  

We appreciate all that you do.
 

St. Lawrence Parish, Weehawken

 
 
 
 

 
The Parish Family of 

 Queen of Peace Church 
North Arlington 

extends our gratitude and congratulations  to 
Deacon William R.  Benedetto 

on his dedicated service  
to the Catechetical Ministry. 
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Marge 

Any questions or concerns, please call me. 
Thanks! 

Maureen Hennessy (201) 997‐0700 ext. 25 
mhennessy5@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

 

May God continue to shower 
His grace and blessings on you.

Gary Ruth
The Parish Family of

St. Philomena,  Livingston

Paramus Catholic to host Catechist Convocation
 PARMAUS—The annual 

Catechist Convocation will be 
held Nov. 9 at Paramus Catho-
lic Regional High School, 425 
Paramus Rd. Sponsored by the 
Catechetical Offi ce of the Arch-
diocese of Newark, the event 
begins with registration at 8:15 
a.m. and a closing prayer at 3:35 
p.m. Titled “Open the Door to 
Faith,” the Convocation will 
feature almost 60 workshops on 
catechesis, liturgy and spiritual-
ity. Spanish workshops are also 
available. 

Each attendee may choose 
from three workshops for the 
day. Workshops are geared to-
ward: parish catechetical lead-
ers, catechists, Catholic school 
teachers, Eucharistic ministers, 
parish sacramental teams, social 
justice teams, adult spirituality 

teams, liturgists, adult faith for-
mation teams and youth minis-
ters. Guest lectures come from 
inside and outside the Archdio-
cese of Newark.  

English workshops have a 

suggested audience but anyone 
can attend any workshop they 
wish. Workshops have been bro-
ken out into fi ve tracks: Prima-
ry Catechists/Catholic School 
Teachers, Grades PK to 3; El-

Advocate photos- Ward Miele
Classrooms at Paramus Catholic will accommodate almost 60 workshops 
offered at the annual Catechist Convocation. Several vendors will also be 
present to display resource materials used by parish catechetical leaders, 
teachers and youth minsters.

ementary Catechists/Catholic 
School Teachers, Grades 4 to 6; 
Adolescent Catechists/Catholic 
School Teachers and Youth Min-
istry People; parish catechetical 

leaders; and Adult Faith Forma-
tion (including young adults).

For more information, con-
tact Elizabeth Foer, associate 
director of the Catechetical Of-
fi ce at (973) 497-4297 or e-mail 
foereliz@rcan.org. 

St. Anthony of Padua
Silver Lake-Belleville

 
Congratulates and 

Gives Thanks to God

For the gift of our
Religious Education 

Volunteers 

under the direction of
Sr. Clare Ricciardelli, MPF

mailto:foereliz@rcan.org
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The Catechetical Of-
fice of the Archdio-
cese of Newark of-
fers a series of six 
one-day courses in-

tended to introduce adult Catho-
lics to the key teachings of our 
faith. “Spotlight on the Cate-
chism” offers one course on 
each of the four parts of the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church.  
“Spotlight on the Scriptures” 
offers two courses, an introduc-
tion to the Old Testament and an 
introduction to the New Testa-
ment. Spotlight courses are open 
to all. Sessions are conducted in 
a relaxed and comfortable atmo-
sphere with questions and dis-
cussion welcome.

The Catechetical Office has 
announced the following sched-
ule of four “Spotlight” courses 
this fall. All courses will be held 
on Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

On Oct. 5, Spotlight on the 
New Testament, “The Word En-
lightens our Faith, Fortifies our 
Hope, Inflames our Love” will 
be offered at Saint John Parish, 
Bergenfield. The presenter will 
be Fr. John Gabriel, pastor of 
Saint James Parish, Springfield. 
Fr. Gabriel is a native of Mid-
land Park and has been a priest 
of the Archdiocese of Newark 
for over 25 years. This course 
will explore the Word of God in 
the life of the Church and each 
individual Christian. Briefly ex-
amining history, literary style, 
theology and spirituality in the 
New Testament, attendees will 
attempt to discover how, accord-
ing to Saint John Vianney, “the 
word enlightens our faith, forti-
fies our hope, and inflames our 

love of God and neighbor.”
On Oct. 12, Spotlight on 

Prayer: “God’s Thirst,” will be 
offered at Saint James Parish, 
Springfield.  The presenter will 
be Father Terrence J. Moran, 
C.Ss.R., director of the Office of 
Peace, Justice and Ecological In-
tegrity of the Sisters of Charity 
of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Sta-
tion. Fr. Moran is an experienced 
leader of retreats and workshops 
on spirituality and a published 
author. He has served in parish 
and diocesan ministry and in 
higher education. Participants 
will explore prayer as the en-
counter of God’s thirst with ours, 
(CCC 2560). Attendees will re-
flect on their own religious ex-
perience and the teaching of 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, Part 4, on prayer, and 
will be introduced to a variety of 
styles of prayer. 

Oct. 19 will be Spotlight on 
Sacraments: “Live in the Love 
of the Holy Trinity” at Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Roseland.  The presenter will be 
Rev. Msgr. Gerard H. McCar-
ren, associate professor of Sys-
tematic Theology and Spiritual 
Director at Immaculate Concep-
tion Seminary School of The-
ology, Seton Hall University, 
South Orange. In the sacraments 
we are blessed to meet the Per-
sons of the Holy Trinity. In Je-
sus we encounter God and are 
taken into the life of the Paschal 
Mystery. An examination of Part 
2 of the Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church will help participants 
appreciate how God saves us 
through the Sacraments.

On Nov. 2, Spotlight on Faith: 

“The Creed: Our Heritage of 
Faith” will be offered at Saint 
Henry Parish, Bayonne. The 
presenter will be Dr. Sylvia Mc-
Geary, assistant professor of Re-
ligious Studies at Felician Col-
lege, Lodi. McGeary has over 25 
years of experience as a parish 
religious educator and pastoral 
minister. This session will ex-
plore the rich heritage of Catho-
lic beliefs as presented in Part 1 
of The Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church. Participants will en-
gage in a conversation with the 

basic mysteries of our faith, the 
Trinity, the Incarnation and the 
Church, as a way of shedding 
light on our own understanding 
of God’s invitation to friendship 
and discipleship. 

The registration fee for each 
course is $40. This includes light 
breakfast items and lunch. A 
copy of the descriptive brochure 
and registration form may be 
downloaded at http://www.rcan.
org/images/catechetics/spot-
lightbrochure.pdf.

Participants receive a cer-

al catechetical congresses were 
held in conjunction with the cel-
ebration. Beginning in 1971, the 
USCCB’s Department of Edu-
cation began producing materi-
als to help parishes celebrate the 
event at the local level. When 
the Committee on Catechesis, 
now named the Committee of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, 
was named by the Conference 
as a standing Committee, it 
continued to publish Catecheti-
cal Sunday materials each year. 
The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has designated 
the third Sunday in September 
as Catechetical Sunday.

What Does the Word 
“Catechetical” Mean?

The word might be more fa-
miliar than you think. Many 
Catholics have used the word 
“catechism” for years, and they 
know it has something to do with 
the compendium of the Church’s 
teachings. The root word, “cat-
echesis,” is from a Greek word 
meaning “to echo, or resound.” 
Catechesis is the act of resound-
ing or bringing the Church’s 
teachings to the world. A cate-
chist is one who teaches in the 
name of the Church.

Why do we have a 
special day set aside to 
commission catechists?

Catechesis is a distinct and 
special ministry in the Church. 
As the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church makes clear, “Cat-
echesis is intimately bound up 
with the whole of the Church’s 
life . . . her inner growth and cor-
respondence with God’s plan de-
pend essentially on catechesis” 
(no. 7). This ministry of teaching 
in the name of the Church has a 

This year, the Church will 
celebrate Catechetical Sunday 
on Sept. 15, 2013, and will focus 
on the theme “Open the Door of 
Faith.” Those whom the commu-
nity has designated to serve as 
catechists will be called forth 
to be commissioned for their 
ministry. Catechetical Sunday is 
a wonderful opportunity to re-
flect on the role that each person 
plays, by virtue of Baptism, in 
handing on the faith and being a 
witness to the Gospel. Catecheti-
cal Sunday is an opportunity for 
all to rededicate themselves to 
this mission as a community of 
faith. 

The ministry of the Word is 
a fundamental element of evan-
gelization through all its stages, 
because it involves the procla-
mation of Jesus Christ, the eter-

nal Word of God. “The word of 
God nourishes both evangelizers 
and those who are being evange-
lized so that each one may con-
tinue to grow in his or her Chris-
tian life” (National Directory for 
Catechesis [NDC] [Washington, 
DC: United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, 2005], no. 17).

Why do we celebrate 
Catechetical Sunday?

In 1935, the Vatican pub-
lished On the Better Care and 
Promotion of Catechetical Ed-
ucation, a document that asks 
every country to acknowledge 
the importance of the Church’s 
teaching ministry and to honor 
those who serve the Christian 
community as catechists. For the 
first few years after Catechetical 
Sunday was established, nation-

Catechetical Sunday brings ‘the 
Church’s teachings to the world’

tificate after completing each 
course. Parish catechists, Cath-
olic elementary school religion 
teachers, RCIA team members 
and others in catechetical min-
istries can earn Doctrinal Cer-
tification from the Catechetical 
Office by completing the entire 
six course “Spotlight” series. 
For more information, to request 
a brochure, or to register, call Dr. 
Eugene Tozzi at the Catechet-
ical Office of the Archdiocese 
of Newark, (973) 497-4288 or 
e-mail tozzieug@rcan.org.

The Parish CommuniTy of 
sainT anThony of Padua, elizabeTh 

Gives thanks to God for the gift of our D.R.E.
Sr. Charitina Fabrizio

our religous eduCaTion direCTor

Our Lady of Lourdes, West OrangeThank you 
Mrs. Eileen Morgan

May God Continue to Bless
Karl Pattermann &
All of Our Catechists 

from
Sacred Heart, Rochelle Park

Saint Cassian Parish
Upper Montclair

Honors our Director 
of Religious Education

Regina Sammon

Catechetical Office announces ‘Spotlight’ courses

Continued on page 11
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For six days this past summer, three Saint 
Dominic Academy (SDA), Jersey City, stu-
dents and two teachers were participants in the 
Dominican High Schools Preaching Confer-
ence held at Siena Heights University in Adri-
an, MI. From left to right are Melissa Merca-
do, Mahalia Armea, Brittany Angrosina, Joan 
Simon and Shannon Hester. SDA was one of 
twenty-four Catholic high schools from across 
the United States and Puerto Rico to attend the 
annual conference.  

The Dominican High Schools Preaching 
Conference gives students the opportunity to 
meet new friends and learn about being a fol-
lower of Saint Dominic. The conference em-
powers high school students to discover and 

deepen the preacher within themselves through 
the ways of Dominican life: prayer, study, com-
munity and interaction with members of the Do-
minican family. The conference also taught the 
lives of the Dominican saints. 

According to the conference website (www.
domlife.org): “Dominicans share their faith by 
preaching. We preach through words, arts, music 
and action. We preach not only by what we say 
and how we live, but also by who we are. Domin-
icans have been practicing the art of preaching for 
over 800 years with their founder Saint Dominic.” 

The goal of the conference was to assist par-
ticipants in recognizing how they preach in their 
own daily lives, so they could then empower 
others to preach. 

Seton Hall distributes new 
computers to incoming students

SOUTH ORANGE and RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC –
Seton Hall University (SHU) students have arrived on campus for 
the upcoming school year with a Lenovo ThinkPad Helix. SHU has 
circulated more than 2,000 ThinkPad Helix devices to all incoming 
undergraduate freshmen and returning juniors as part of its Mobile 
Computing Program.

The ThinkPad Helix is a premium hybrid convertible device—a PC 
and a tablet in one. Students can use it as a fully functioning laptop 
when they need a standard keyboard for content creation, “rip and flip” 
the tablet 180 degrees and snap it back into the base for giving presen-
tations, or fully detach the tablet for use in science labs or field work.

Every incoming undergraduate freshman received a ThinkPad 
Helix during summer orientation and used the device for online ac-
tivities to help them engage with their new classmates and campus. 
Returning juniors also received a Helix, and have the option to keep 
the device when they graduate.

Elizabeth Burke, a freshman business major, has been using 
the ThinkPad Helix for two months and is impressed with the dual 
modes—which will conveniently allow her to use the device in the 
classroom, library and dorm room. She also likes the Windows 8 
platform—the center button makes jumping between programs and 
apps easy and fast. One of Elizabeth’s favorite features is the on-
board pen. “The pen is great for highlighting and taking notes in the 
device while I’m reading,” said Burke. “It allows me to be as active 
a reader as I am with my regular textbooks.”

Senior Drew Holden served on the selection committee that se-
lected the ThinkPad Helix. He is a proponent of the device due to 
its ease of use, flexibility as a laptop and tablet, and its light weight. 
“Another big selling point is the battery life,” said Holden. “I’m in 
the classroom two days of the week for eight hours each day, and the 
battery life is attractive because I can charge the device at night and 
use it all day without having to worry about it dying.”

“Seton Hall has been a 1:1 computing campus since 1998. Our 
students are vocal about their requirement of Microsoft Office, so we 
wanted to choose a device for the program this year that would fully 
capitalize on the benefits of Windows 8,” said Paul Fisher, associate 
chief information officer at SHU.

Seton Hall faculty each receive a refreshed device on a cycle of 
every three years, meaning about 150 will receive a ThinkPad Helix 
this year. Fisher anticipates faculty will use the device to write notes 
on the tablet and project onto a whiteboard during class. This will 
allow faculty to face students and remain engaged throughout class, 
rather than turn their back to write on the board. Faculty can also 
save the notes and send to students after class, so students can spend 
their time in the classroom actively listening and interacting instead 
copying every note on the board.

S p o n S o r e d  by  the  S c h o o l 

S i S t e r S  of  n ot r e  d a m e

Use your  
smartphone 
to see more  

Angels!

Academy  of the  Holy Angels 
315 Hillside Avenue • Demarest NJ 07627  
Admissions phone 201.768.7161

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 6th, 11am
www.holyangels.org/afh

En Garde! AHA senior Rachel knows how to take a stance in the fencing circuit. As an  
A strip fencer, she led her squad to place 15th in the state, received the Most Valuable  
Fencer Award and made the Bergen-Passaic County Fencing League’s All-League  
Team. She is a dedicated scholar athlete, maintaining Principal’s list while  
taking three AP classes. Rachel also takes a stance for those in need.   
In November, she participated in a medical mission to the Philippines  
with Operation Smile, where she educated children and their families  
on important health topics and was blessed with the opportunity to  
witness several cleft lip and cleft palate surgeries. This amazing service  
opportunity solidified Rachel’s commitment to the fields of medicine  
and science and she hopes to pursue pediatric oncology in the future.  
Visit Holy Angels and find your stance!

 ANGELS FLY
 HIGHER

AHA529_Catholic Advocate Online_911 issue_OH.indd   1 8/13/13   1:25 PM

Open HOuse
Sunday, OctOber 6, 2013 • 1pm-4pm

WedneSday, OctOber 16, 2013 •  7pm-9pm

425 Paramus Road, Paramus, NJ 07652
201-445-4466

www.paramuscatholic.com
Follow us on Twitter @ParamusCathHS

All Roads Lead to PC!

• members of the class of 2013 earned about $33 million in scholarships and grants 
• new tablet program & online classes
• 133 courses, including 24 honors and 
   19 ap classes
• new track & astro turf Stadium field
• Full music program & marching band
• Stable, strong, and future focused 

Scan the QR code 
for more information

http://www.domlife.org):
http://www.domlife.org):
http://www.holyangels.org/afh
http://www.paramuscatholic.com
https://twitter.com/Paramuscathhs
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MUSEUM ADVERTISING

BAGPIPES FOR HIRE

PHOTOGRAPHER

CHARITY

 • ROOF RESTORATIONS • SLATE & TILE
• COPPER WORK • VICTORIAN SHINGLES

“CHURCHES A SPECIALITY”
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

SINCE 1973
           (201) 955-1700
                   Fax (201) 955-2634

                                    Website: www.bowerandco.com

NATIONAL
ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION
MEMBER

Serving New Jersey
& New York

ROOFING

Healthcare

Healthcare

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your 
loved ones at low cost? Let us take the frustration out of 
fi nding the right person. We are just a phone call away. 
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160 
Ask for Lu or Gina.
Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

ACE HOME HEALTHCARE

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all 
credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, 
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with 
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese 
immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others 
and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct 
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth 
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

How to report abuse

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN ASSISTANT HOUSEMOTHER

— Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual, willing 
to serve God through those we help. Generous vacation + clothing 
allowance. Driver’s license required. For job description, contact 
Jasmine Quinones at 201-818-9033. 
E-mail resume to shlssf@aol.com Services Offered

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing 
homes or assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI since 
2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fl uent in English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services
C a l l  K a r e n  a t  ( 9 0 8 ) 3 7 7 - 9 3 7 5

NovenasHelp Wanted

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorifi ed, loved and pre-
served throughout the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
pray for us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us. Amen. Say this prayer nine times a day 
for nine days. Published in gratitude. Thank you, St. Jude.

G.S.P.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
It really works—May the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorifi ed, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and 
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
pray for us. St. Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, 
helper of the hopeless, pray for 
us.—Say this prayer nine times 
a day. By the eighth day your 
prayer will be answered. Say it 
for nine days. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must 
be promised. 
Thank you, St. Jude.

D.A.R.T.

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

Grove St. & Mt. Hebron Rd.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Serving the Catholic Community of North-
west Essex County since 1895

(973) 744-5939

KJoseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 

for over 
50 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

SEVERAL SOURCES SHELTERS, a non-profit, 
Pro-Life shelter for pregnant women is seeking a kind, 
compassionate individual willing to serve as a Hotline 
Counselor to pregnant women seeking guidance.  
Work from home.  Minimum wage.  
For more information, contact Jasmine Quinones 
201-818-9033 or sssomcc@aol.com.

Your 
Classifi ed 

Could Be Here
Call 

973-497-4200

List your upcoming events in

Email your submissions to 
Melissa McNally

mcnallme@rcan.org
or fax to (973) 497-4192

October 16th 
Advertising deadline, October 9th

November 20th 
Advertising deadline, November 11th

December 18th 
Advertising deadline, December 10th

Advertise your event, business or services in the next issues of The Catholic Advocate Online.

Call Marge at (973) 497- 4201 or email:pearsoma@rcan.org

Provides day-to-day personal 
care and support of your 
loved ones at a low cost in a 
residential or assisted living 
environment Warren, Sussex, 
Morris & Passaic counties.
   We will fi nd the right 
person for you, specializing 
in Filipino Caregivers.
    Fully trained, screened, 
bonded and insured.

Call us at 973-294-2625 
for more information.

ACE HOME 
HEALTHCARE

http://www.bowerandco.com
mailto:Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com
mailto:shlssf@aol.com
mailto:sssomcc@aol.com
mailto:mcnallme@rcan.org
mailto:pearsoma@rcan.org
http://www.morrisphotographers.com
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profound dignity, which is why 
catechists are formally commis-
sioned by the Church. It is only 
fitting that we set aside a day to 
highlight this ministry and invite 
the entire church community to 
think about our responsibility to 
share our faith with others.

How are parents, the pri-
mary catechists of their 
children, recognized on 
Catechetical Sunday?

Parents are truly the primary 

catechists of their children. They 
prepare the soil and plant the first 
seeds of faith. On Catechetical 
Sunday, we not only highlight 
the work of catechists in parish-
es and schools, but we also com-
mend parents and guardians and 
encourage them to take seriously 
their role of making their Cath-
olic households a place where 
faith is passed on to the next 
generation. This is why the rite 
of blessing of catechists used on 
Catechetical Sunday includes an 
optional blessing of parents and 
guardians. 

Vocationist Fathers Retreat ● Shrine ● Conference Center 
90 Brooklake Rd. Florham Park N.J. 07932 

5 to15 minutes from Routes 10, 24, 78, 80, 280, 287, and the G.S.P. 
Fr. Frank Hreno, S.D.V. Director 

973-966-6262    www.vocationist.org 

Come Get Spiritually Re-Charged 

 Conference Center: 
 Groups up to 300 
 Multimedia  

available 
 Training events 
 Various meeting rooms 
 
 Highlights:  
 Church picnics 
 Shrine and  

Stations of the Cross 
 Wild life, walking paths 
 Ponds, Fountains 

 Picnic grounds 
 Two Chapels 
 Rosary Garden 
 Outdoor Mass  

Sanctuary 
 In house food catering 
 Handicap  

accessible 
 Recreational Facilities: 

Soccer field, volleyball, 
basketball & more! 

  
 

 Retreats: 
 Directed or Private 
 Spiritual Directors 
 Retreat Directors 
 Liturgies   
 Devotions 
 Novenas    
 Sacraments 
 Overnight retreats 
 
 
 
 

 Programs Geared 
For: 

 Days of Reflection 
 Students  /  Adults 
 Rosary Societies 
 Knights of  

Columbus 
 Columbiettes 
 Confirmation 
 Corner Stone 
 RCIA & more... 
 

 

especially our inviolable belief 
in the dignity of the poor and 
underdog, has been a daily part 
of the curriculum in the class-
room and outside of it,” he add-
ed. “I cannot express my thanks 
enough for the work of Linda 
Michalski, campus minister/the-
ology teacher extraordinaire, and 
Sister Donna Jo Repetti, O.S.F., 
director of guidance, along with 
the dedication of our students. I 
truly believe that programs like 
Students in Action and Jefferson 
Awards save lives—how many 
people can actually claim that 
they have saved lives?  BA stu-
dents can—after all—it is the 
mission of BA,” Jennings added.      

Benedictine Academy stu-
dents have expressed similar 
feelings. “It meant the world to 
me to be able to attend the 2013 
Governors Awards for Public 
Service because it was such an 
inspiration,” 11th grader Eileen 
Conaty said . “I was so touched 

to see others that were doing 
great things in the communi-
ty, and, that empowered me to 
continue with my work. It was 
an experience I will never for-
get,” she stated. Classmate Kar-
ol Pierre of Union felt that “to 
meet other individuals who also 
care for humanity brought me 
joy and strengthened my reason 
to continue on in my work to end 
human trafficking.”   

In the new school year, the 
students will continue to expe-
rience the power and success of 
a strong academic curriculum 
centered on 21st century design 
thinking. The Benedictine Acad-
emy culture is on the cutting edge 
of modern teaching methodolo-
gy.  The four-year student forma-
tion program establishes critical 
tasks to be accomplished extend-
ing their education beyond the 
four walls of the classroom. The 
outcome for both leadership and 
civic engagement is both trans-
forming and enriching. 

Benedictine Academy
Continued from page 2

Continued from page 8

Church’s teachings

SMA Museum unveils new exhibit

Submitted photo
“The Transfiguration” by Lamidi Fakeye, lent by Drs. Nicholas Bridger 
and Susan Yoes Bridger.

TENAFLY—The SMA Afri-
can Art Museum, 23 Bliss Ave., 
will unveil a new exhibit, Afri-
canizing Christian Art, Sept. 29 
through March 30, 2014.

Dr. Nicholas Bridger, cu-
rator of the exhibit, has spent 
years researching, writing and 
persading people on three con-
tinents to bring the project to 
completion. His subject is The 
Ekiti Scheme, the brainchild of 
Father Pat Kelly, S.M.A. Pro-
vincial of the Irish Province of 
the Society of African Missions, 
and two of his priests, Father 
Sean O’Mahoney, S.M.A., and 
Father Kevin Carroll, S.M.A. 

The purpose of the Ekiti 
Scheme, 1947-1954, was to in-
culturate Christianity into the 
arts of the Yoruba people of Ni-
geria. This meant showing Jesus 
Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the 
angels with black or brown in-
stead of white faces, and wear-
ing African costumes in African 
settings. The controversial Ekiti 
Workshop closed in 1954, but 
Carroll and O’Mahoney contin-
ued their work among the Yoru-
ba for decades thereafter. Over 
one hundred works of art dating 
from 1947 to the 1980s, have 
been gathered for this ground-
breaking exhibition. Rare and 
beautiful pieces have been lent 
by the Irish Province of SMA, 

The SMA African Art Museum, 
The Smithsonian Institution and 
the Vatican.

Bridger has brought to light 
some mysteries that remain un-
solved. Where is the third Ma-
gus (wise man) in the set of 
three constituting the last work 
of the great Yoruba carver Aero-
gun of Osorio? One is in the col-
lection of the SMA African Art 
Museum, the gift of Fr. O’Ma-

honey, who bought it from Are-
ogun in Africa in 1952. The 
second, in the collection of the 
Kevin Carroll Archives in Dro-
mantine, was pained black—
or, more precisely, chocolate 
brown, when it was at an SMA 
house in Ibadan, Nigeria. The 
third is missing.  

One of the featured Yoruba 
carvers in the exhibition is Ban-
dele of Osi Ilorin, a small vil-

lage near Ekiti. George Bandele 
Areogun was the son of Areo-
gun, one of the greatest master 
carvers of the region of Ekiti. 
Bandele, who gave up his tradi-
tional Yoruba religion for Chris-
tianity, was one of Fr. Carroll’s 
favorite carvers. Carroll was 
prescient in recognizing Yoru-
ba artists as individuals, not ge-
neric folk artists. His protégés, 
such as Bandele and Lamidi 
Fakeye are now widely recog-
nized as authentic, idiosyncratic 
masters of their art.  Several of 

Bandele’s most important works 
have been brought together for 
the Tenafly exhibition.    

The Yoruba artists associat-
ed with the Ekiti Scheme cre-
ated pagan as well as Christian 
works. Great festivals, involv-
ing whole villages or groups of 
villages, are held throughout 
northern and southern Equity 
towns. The Yoruba Epa Festival 
is the celebration of social roles 
upon which the life of a Yoruba 
community depends. 

For more information about 
the exhibit, contact Robert J. 
Koenig, museum director, at 
(201) 894-861 or e-mail muse-
um@smafathers.org. 

http://www.vocationist.org
mailto:muse-um@smafathers.org
mailto:muse-um@smafathers.org
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ton D.C. that offers compre-
hensive outreach to the hungry 
and homeless.

Born in Roselle, Sr. Mary 
Ellen is a graduate of Holy 
Family Academy, Chestnut Hill 
College in Philadelphia, PA, 
University of Virginia and Bos-
ton College. She treasured the 
HFA community and took pride in her “Women 
of Vision” graduates.

Obituaries

Sister Mary Ellen Ford, S.S.J.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Sept. 

5 at Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA, for 
Sister Mary Ellen Ford, S.S.J., 66, who died Sept. 2.

Sr. Mary Ellen served as principal at Holy Fami-
ly Academy (HFA), Bayonne, from 1997-2009 and 
was a social studies teacher at Queen of Peace High 
School, North Arlington. Most recently, she served 
as administrative assistant to Father John Adams, 
president of S.O.M.E., an organization in Washing-

A  Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Aug. 4 at
  Saint  Martha Parish, Point Pleasant, for Sister Maureen 

Christopher Loughlin, S.C., 73, who died July 29.
Born in Newark, Sr. Maureen Christopher entered the Sisters 

of Charity Aug. 20, 1958 and was a member for 55 years. 
She graduated from the College of Saint Elizabeth, Con-

vent Station, with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. 
She served as a teacher at Saint Lucy School, Jersey City; Saint 
John School, Paterson; Holy Cross School, Harrison; Saint Mary 
School, Dumont; and Our Lady of All Souls School, East Orange. 
She was teacher and principal at Saint John School, Orange. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
 was celebrated Aug. 29 

at Saint Anne Villa, Convent 
Station, for Sister Rose Vincent 
DePrinzio, S.C., 85, who died 
Aug. 26.

A Pennsylvania native, Sis-
ter Rose Vincent entered the 
Sisters of Charity Oct. 2, 1949 
and was a member for 63 years. 

She graduated from the Col-
lege of Saint Elizabeth, Con-
vent Station, with a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education, 
from Jersey City State College, 
Jersey City, with a master’s de-
gree in education and earned a 

master’s degree in religious ed-
ucation from Fairfi eld Universi-
ty, Fairfi eld, CT. 

Sr. Rose Vincent served as a 
teacher in Saint Bridget School, 
Jersey City, and Saint Stephen 
School, Kearney. She was prin-
cipal at Saint Anne School, Jer-
sey City, and pastoral associate 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, Ridgewood. She was 
an administrator at Saint Anne 
Villa and at Mother Seton Resi-
dence, Montclair. Sr. Rose Vin-
cent moved to Saint Anne Villa 
in 2006 where she resided until 
her death.  

A Mass of Christian Burial  
 was celebrated Aug. 6 at 

Saint Anne Villa, Convent Sta-
tion, for Sister Margaret Amelia 
Costello, S.C., 100, who died 
July 31.

Born in Paterson, Sr. Mar-
garet Amelia entered the Sisters 
of Charity March 25, 1938 and 
was a member for 75 years. 

She graduated from the Col-
lege of Saint Elizabeth, Con-
vent Station, with a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics and a 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Aug. 15 at Saint Anne 
Villa, Convent Station, for Sister Julia Claire Cawley, S.C., 

89, who died Aug. 12.
Born in Newark, Sr. Julia Claire entered the Sisters of Charity 

Sept. 8, 1945 and was a member for 67 years. She graduated from 
the College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, with a bachelor’s 
degree in education.

Sr. Julia Claire was a teacher at Sacred Heart School, Vailsburg; 
Our Lady of Victories School, Harrington Park; and Holy Cross 
School, Harrison. She was principal at Corpus Christi School, Has-
brouck Heights, and a librarian at Saint Peter School, Belleville. 
She resided at Caritas Community, Jersey City, and retired to Saint 
Anne Villa in 2003.

Sister Rose Vincent DePrinzio, S.C.

Sister Julia Claire Cawley, S.C.

Sister Margaret Amelia Costello, S.C.

Sister Maureen Christopher Loughlin, S.C.

Come visit the beautiful newly constructed

MARYREST CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

Come visit the most beautiful and majestic

GATE OF HEAVEN CHAPEL MAUSOLEUM

Open House | Saturday, Sept. 28th - Sunday, Sept. 29th
9:00am -4:30pm       www.rcancem.org       888-489-9095

Open House | Saturday, Sept. 14th - Sunday, Sept. 15h
9:00am -4:30pm       www.rcancem.org       888-459-0746

0% INTEREST FINANCING - THIS WEEKEND ONLY!

0% INTEREST FINANCING - THIS WEEKEND ONLY!

Find us on:

facebook.
Find us on:

&  GATE OF HEAVEN

Open House | Saturday, Sept. 14th - Sunday, Sept. 15h

GATE OF HEAVEN
C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S

225 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, EAST HANOVER, NJ 07936

| Saturday, Sept. 14th - Sunday, Sept. 15h

LIMITED 
SPACE 

RESERVE
TODAY!

Open House | Saturday, Sept. 28th - Sunday, Sept. 29th

MARYREST
C A T H O L I C  C E M E T E R I E S

770 DARLINGTON AVE. MAHWAH, NJ 07430

| Saturday, Sept. 28th - Sunday, Sept. 29th

LIMITED 
PREMIUM 

SPACE 
AVAILABLE!

master’s degree in guidance 
from Seton Hall University, 
South Orange.

Sr. Margaret Amelia served 
as a teacher at Saint Joseph 
School, Jersey City; Marylawn 
of the Oranges, South Orange; 
and Saint Mary of the Assump-
tion High School, Elizabeth. 
She did offi ce work and was a 
volunteer in DePaul Catholic 
High School, Wayne. She re-
tired to Saint Anne Villa where 
she resided until her death.

http://www.rcancem.org
http://www.rcancem.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Catholic-Cemeteries-Archdiocese-of-Newark/169424653073330?v=wall
https://twitter.com/rcancem

