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Immaculate Heart Academy student Lily Implicito, left, delivers gifts to Xavier Hodnett, a student at Sacred Heart School in 
Jersey City. For more of this story, turn to page 7. 
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Waiting
By Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.

We pray about “waiting for 
the blessed hope” every 
day in the Mass and in 
a special way during Ad-
vent. Our faith teaches us 

that the Lord will come again. And we’re told 
that His coming will be a time of great re-
joicing, a time when every tear will be wiped 
away and all our hopes will be fulfi lled.

We believe this. It is an integral part of 
Christian hope. One day, the Lord will come 
again and the redemption of the world (and our personal redemption) will be complete.

As a member of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists), I 
have a keen awareness of this fundamental truth of our faith. Th e process that was initi-
ated by God’s promise to His chosen people, the Jews, and that was realized in the full-
ness of time by Christ’s incarnation and by His passion, death and resurrection, will be 
brought to fulfi llment on the last day. We wait for this day, the second coming of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Waiting is not something we do willingly. We are used to the instant gratifi cation of 
our desires, the quick fi x. We don’t like waiting in long lines, and we get irritated when 
the meal we ordered in a restaurant takes longer to be served than we think it should.

So, what does hopeful waiting mean for us? Is it just a nice thing that we refl ect on 

during the Advent season, or does it tell us something important about who we are as 
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ?

As missionary disciples, I believe that we encounter God fi rst and foremost in prayer 
and in the loving service of others that is nourished and sustained by our prayer. Au-
thentic prayer requires patience. We open our hearts to God; we share with Him our 
deepest hopes and fears and desires; we ask for God’s help; we promise to be more faith-
ful and to sin no more—with the help of His grace. And then we wait for God’s response.

Prayer is “hope in action.” It is action because we take the initiative and reach out to 
God who is always there—our constant companion on every step of life’s journey. Prayer 
is also a profound expression of hope because it requires that we let go of our need for an 
immediate or predetermined answer. Prayer teaches us to wait—and to trust—in hope.

We begin the new Church year with a season of waiting, a time of expectation and 
longing. Advent prepares us to celebrate Christmas without falling into the trap of su-
perfi cial or unrealistic expectations. It teaches us that the greatest gift  of Christmas is the 
Lord Himself. Advent shows us that a personal encounter with Jesus Christ is what we 
truly hope for at this time of year (and always). It reminds us that all the joys of Christ-
mas, and of the Lord’s second coming, can truly be ours—if we learn to wait for them 
prayerfully.

Waiting in hope requires patience, trust and a fi rm belief that God will hear and 
answer our prayers. We hope that the Lord will give us everything we truly desire, and 
need, and that His coming again—this Christmas and at the end of time—will be our 
greatest source of joy.

Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer,

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

Key for Forward in Faith Together
The work of Forward in Faith Together: Our Road Ahead is supported by six key pillars, each representing an area of action. In both The Catholic Advocate and New 
Jersey Catholic, articles pertaining to one of the pillars will be marked by these icons.

Th e Lord is born, the Redeemer who has come to save us. Yes, it is a celebration … [but] we 
always face the danger, we will always have within us the temptation to make Christmas mundane, 
worldly … When the celebration stops being about contemplation—a beautiful family celebration 
with Jesus at the center—it begins to be a worldly celebration: all about shopping, presents, this and 
that … and the Lord remains there, forgotten. Even in our own life: yes, He is born, at Bethlehem, 
but [then what?] … Advent is [a time] for purifying the memory of this time past, of that dimension.

Vigilance and prayer are two words for Advent: Because historically the Lord came in Bethlehem; 
and He will come, at the end of the world and also at the end of our individual lives. But every day, 
every moment, He comes into our hearts, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. (Pope Francis, 
Advent homily 2018)
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New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
bishops visit with pope
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—“Happy Th anksgiving,” Pope Francis said in English 
Nov. 28 at the beginning of a two-and-a-half-hour meeting with the bishops of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Th e meeting in Rome was a central part of the bishops’ ad limina visit, which in 
Latin means “to the limit or boundaries.” In this case, meaning the spiritual home-
land of Saints Peter and Paul. Every fi ve years, bishops from around the world are 
required to meet with the pope to render an account of their stewardship of the dio-
ceses they serve. 

Bishop Lawrence T. Persico of Erie, Pa., told Catholic News Service that their meet-
ing featured a wide-ranging conversation that included talk about the clerical sexual 
abuse scandal.

Th e bishops also spoke with Pope Francis about the diminishing number of Cath-
olics in many parts of the East Coast, and the pope told them that in the Diocese of 
Rome there are more funerals than weddings, Bishop Persico said.

“When we were talking to him it was like speaking to an older pastor who was giv-
ing advice and showing concern for younger pastors,” noted Bishop Persico.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., served as the principal celebrant and homilist at 
the Mass the group celebrated on Nov. 29 at the tomb of St. Peter in St. Peter’s Basilica.

“Many commissions were given to the apostles in the Gospels,” the cardinal said. 
“Th e commission of the keys is given to one alone, to Peter when Jesus says to him, ‘I 
will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’”

In light of the experience of the ad limina visit and “yesterday’s truly exhilarating 
experience with the successor of Peter,” Cardinal Tobin told his brother bishops, they 
might want to look at “how we might correct among us those who would separate us 
or separate portions of the Church from the successor of Peter.”

As the bishops were about to profess in front of St. Peter’s tomb, they believe in “one 
holy, Catholic and apostolic Church,” and that Church, the cardinal said, “is governed 
by the successor of Peter and by the bishops in communion with him.”

Refl ecting on his trip, Cardinal Tobin called the ad limina visit a “truly rewarding 
experience.” Customary on these visits are meetings with the principal offi  ces of the 
Curia. “But the most important activities were the opportunities we had to meet and 
pray with Pope Francis,” Cardinal Tobin explained. “His genuine concern for us and 
for the people we serve was truly inspiring, and we came away from our encounters 
with our Holy Father feeling supported and encouraged in our eff orts to be faithful 
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ.”

Th e cardinal said that throughout the discussions, strengthening the local Church 
was a top priority. “We were honest and straightforward in reporting the challenges 
our dioceses face, but we also were confi dent and hope-fi lled in our descriptions of 
the many ways the Holy Spirit is renewing the Church in New Jersey,” Cardinal Tobin 
stated. “We expressed our sincere gratitude for the outstanding clergy, religious and 
lay faithful who give themselves so generously to carry out Christ’s work here and in 
so many other places across the globe.”

Submitted photo
Students at Our Lady of Sorrows School in South Orange prayed the rosary along 
with local parishes in October. 

CNS photo
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COMMUNITY RALLIES AROUND 
MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FOLLOWING DEVASTATING FIRE

Sacred Heart School ‘overwhelmed’ by support

Members of Most Bless-
ed Sacrament in Frank-
lin Lakes expressed shock 
and bewilderment that 
their church was deliber-

ately burnt down by a suspected arsonist 
on Dec. 11, just two weeks before Christ-
mas. 

In the despair and confusion were 
flashes of hope and encouragement. The 
sense of community that followed was un-
mistakable, said Father John Job, pastor of 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 

“It’s been quite overwhelming with all 
the support that’s come out from the com-
munity of Franklin Lakes and the sur-
rounding communities,” he said. 

It came from everywhere it seemed: the 
first responders, members of the Catholic 
clergy and those of other denominations, 
from Cardinal Joseph Tobin and the Arch-
diocese of Newark, and other parishes in 
the form of care packages.

“And, our own parishioners have been 
encouraging throughout this whole trage-
dy,” he said. 

Bishop John Flesey, who served as pas-
tor there from 2004-2018, described the 
day of the fire as a day of deep grief and 
sadness.  

“We have suddenly lost the church that 
was home to all of us here at Most Blessed 
Sacrament Parish,” he said. “In that build-

Sacred Heart School in Jersey 
City is focusing on its students’ 
well-being after last week’s 
deadly shooting at a kosher su-

permarket that’s across the street from 
the school.

The school was put on lockdown 
during the Dec. 10 incident. No students, 
staff or faculty members were hurt. The 
Sacred Heart building was hit by some 
bullets during the shooting, but most re-
pairs were made before children returned 
to school on Dec. 12. 

On their first day back, Father Ester-
minio Chica, pastor of Christ the King 
Parish in Jersey City, visited each class 
and prayed with the children and blessed 
them. Counselors have also been onsite 
to assist, and the surrounding communi-
ty has shown an outpouring of support.   

“The school and the staff are over-
whelmed with the outreach that every-
one has made to the children of Sacred 
Heart School,” said Principal Sister Fran-
ces Salemi, S.C. “For example, there was 
a corporation on MLK Drive that gave 

my life and my family’s life forever. We 
all got married there and we baptized all 
our babies there. It’s a big part of the life of 
Franklin Lakes.”

Cardinal Tobin said not to let dark-
ness overcome this season of light. The 
comments were made at the annual Carol 
Sing at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart in which he also mentioned the re-
cent shooting in Jersey City.

“We are aware of the difference that 
light makes,” Cardinal Tobin said. “In 
the recent days, we’ve been conscious, es-
pecially here in northern New Jersey, of 
the power of darkness in Jersey City and 
Franklin Lakes and in the shadows that 
threaten to strangle our hearts. The light 
has come among us and no darkness can 
vanquish it.”

on Dec. 17 at St. Aedan’s Church in Jer-
sey City.

Jai Agnish and Esmeralda Cameron 
contributed reporting.

ing, we encountered Christ. In that build-
ing, every day, we celebrated the Eucha-
rist and proclaimed that Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, and Christ will come 
again.”

Police arrested a 26-year-old local 
resident in connection with the early 
morning fire that completely destroyed 
the church. A 911 call came in from a 
neighbor at 1:36 a.m., Franklin Lakes 
Township Police Capt. John Bakelaar 
told The Catholic Advocate.

“The church was fully engulfed 
when the first emergency responders 
arrived,” Bakelaar said. 

According to Bergen County Prose-
cutor Mark Musella, the suspect, James 
Mayers, purposely started the fire with 
the use of gasoline and a cigarette light-
er. Mayers was arrested at the scene and 
treated by first responders for injuries he 
sustained while starting the fire. He was 
charged with aggravated arson, a first-de-
gree crime.

“I can imagine that people are dev-
asted,” Bakelaar said of churchgoers. 
“People had weddings there and christen-
ings. It’s a terrible thing.”

One of those parishioners is Pamela 
Swartzberg, who has been attending Most 
Blessed Sacrament since 1972.

“It’s devastating,” Swartzberg said. 
“The church has been so much a part of 

each child as they left school a carnation. 
I’ll tell you, that brought me to tears. The 
outreach has just been overwhelming.”

“We are grateful for the immediate re-
sponse by staff in handling this terrifying 
situation with all the students,” the Arch-
diocese of Newark said in a statement. 
“We reiterate our gratitude to all the first 
responders in safeguarding the public 
during this deadly incident. As a Catholic 
community, we continue to grieve for the 
victims and for the family of Jersey City 
Police Detective Joseph Seals.”

39-year-old Detective Seals was shot 
and killed in Bay View Cemetery in Jer-
sey City. According to Attorney General 
Gurbir Grewal, Seals was killed by two 
suspects who shortly afterward opened 
fire inside a kosher supermarket on Mar-
tin Luther King Drive. That led to five 
more people being killed, including the 
two armed attackers.

The shooting is being investigated as 
an act of domestic terrorism.

Detective Seals, who was a parishio-
ner at Queen of Peace Parish in North 
Arlington, leaves behind a wife and five 
children. 

A funeral Mass for the officer was held 

Swartzberg’s sister Valerie Muller 
Torkelson has directed the parish’s music 
ministry for 13 years. She was preparing 
for a funeral scheduled at the church on 
the morning of the fire when she received 
the news. 

“It was shocking to drive around the 
corner this morning on my way to the 
church and to see that it was complete-
ly gone,” Muller Torkelson said. “When I 
was originally driving there, I was hoping 
I would be able to salvage some of my mu-
sic, but stuff is stuff, and I am grateful no 
one was hurt.”

Muller Torkelson said many of her fel-
low music ministers offered to help share 
their music with her. 

“What is important is that the church 
is made up of the people and together we 
will carry on,” she said. 

Father Job echoed that sentiment, say-
ing that although the church building is 
completely unusable, parishioners have 
reminded him the church is the people of 
God.

“And we can always rebuild the church,” 
he said.

For now, weekend Masses will be held 
in the gymnasium at the parish school and 
daily Mass will be in the parish center. 

The church will be fenced off and the 
building will need to be taken down, ac-
cording to Steve Belloise, the executive 
director of property management for the 
Archdiocese of Newark.

“As we approach the great feast of 
Christmas with its spirit of peace and joy, 
we must renew our commitment to Christ, 
the source of our hope,” Flesey said. “With 
gratitude for all that has been, we look for-
ward to all that will be.”

Most Blessed Sacrament was estab-
lished in July 1961. The first Mass was held 
in the cafeteria of Ramapo Regional High 
School. In early 1962, plans began for a 
school building and the permanent site of 
the church building was chosen. 

The school was first priority. Then, as 
funds permitted, it was followed by a con-
vent, rectory and church. In June 1980, 
groundbreaking began for the new church. 

The first Mass was celebrated on Nov. 
21, 1981. The parish community includes 
more than 2,000 Catholic families.

Maria Margiotta and Kelly Marsicano 
contributed reporting. 

By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

By Jai Agnish, Communications Manager
and Esmeralda Cameron, Public Relations Manager

Submitted photos

Submitted photo



DECEMBER 18, 2019 5LOCAL NEWS CATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

Donations provide a 
cheerful Thanksgiving

Advocate photos-Kelly Marsicano
Hundreds of laundry baskets filled with Thanksgiving meals took over Nanina’s 
parking lot.

Dozens of families served by 
Mercy House in Newark en-
joyed a bountiful Thanksgiv-
ing meal thanks to generous 

donations.

a.m., where food donations from indi-
viduals and companies were delivered to 
Nanina’s. As many as 50 volunteers, which 
included staff, students and local commu-
nity groups, assembled each basket, ensur-
ing the meal was complete for recipients. 

“We count on their volunteer efforts ev-
ery year to be able to assemble. This year 
we have 600 baskets, which keeps growing 
every year,” said Elizabeth Roldan, execu-
tive director of the Cheer Me Up Founda-
tion. “Without their help and support, we 
wouldn’t be able to assemble this to help so 
many families in the area.”

Once the baskets were filled, they were 
picked up to be donated by more than 60 
different organizations.  

Maurillo, who is a parishioner at St. 
Aloysius in Caldwell, said the foundation 
was formed when his daughter was 2 years 
old and in the hospital with a brain tumor. 

Laundry baskets filled with a turkey 
and all the trimmings—enough to feed a 
family of four to six—were handed out the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiving at the Clin-
ton Avenue facility.  

“We thank you so much, we really ap-
preciate it,” said recipient Ebony Hall. 

This was Hall’s first time at the archdi-
ocesan resource and referral center. She 
and her two-year-old daughter, who also 
received some toys, were thankful for the 
experience. “Really helpful, really nice. It’s 
a good place for help if you need it,” she 
stated. 

Cheryl Riley, the director of Mer-
cy House, said having the means to pur-
chase the centerpiece of Thanksgiving can 
sometimes be taken for granted. “It was a 
good feeling to be able to give the turkey. 
The baskets were amazing,” she said.

Twenty of the Thanksgiving meals 
Mercy House received were part of a 
much larger operation organized by the 
Cheer Me Up Foundation, a nonprofit that 
financially aids sick and underprivileged 
children that was founded by the owner of 
Nanina’s in the Park, Joseph Maurillo. 

“Every year, it’s one of my favorite 
days,” he said.

He’s referring to their annual Thanks-
giving Turkey Basket Brigade, this year 
held on Nov. 26. The day began at 5:30 

The group’s efforts have grown over the 
past 25 years, serving those with special 
needs and families in need.

“Throughout the holiday season, our 
family and all of our employees, friends 
and local communities volunteer to try to 
support families that don’t have as much 
resources as we do.” 

“Our organization’s mission is to bring 
cheer to special needs and underprivi-
leged children in our community, espe-
cially during the holiday season,” Roldan 
added.

The nonprofit has been working with 
the Archdiocese of Newark for about 15 
years. This was the first year Mercy House 
received the Thanksgiving baskets. 

Mercy House also distributed an addi-
tional 30 turkeys and side dishes thanks to 
a donation from the Queen of Peace food 
pantry in North Arlington. 

By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

Cheryl Riley (right) handed out baskets 
at Mercy House.

Preparing men and women  
for ministry and leadership  
in the Church today, ICSST  
offers graduate theology  
programs and courses such as  
Secularism and Catholicism  
and Scriptural Models of  
the Holocaust. 

Learn more about David and  
how you can begin taking  
courses as early as this spring at  
www.shu.edu/advocate-courses

Grow
in your
Faıth

“ I knew ICSST would  
be a place that  
would nourish my  
faith and challenge  
me intellectually.”
David Hajduk, Ph.D.  
Director of Mission and Ministry,  
Delbarton School

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology
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Archdiocesan archivist helps 
preserve local Church history

Brianna LoSardo has big shoes to fi ll. She was appointed archivist for the Archdiocese of New-
ark in August, replacing the late Msgr. Francis R. Seymour who held the position for almost 
50 years.

“I’m never going to be Msgr. Seymour,” LoSardo said. Her predecessor collected everything—from 
prayer cards handed out at priests’ funerals to vertical fi les on parishes throughout the archdiocese. “He 
had information on almost every priest. It is going to be a challenge to live up to all the work he has done. 
I have to do more research and build up my institutional knowledge,” she explained.

Located in the lower level of Walsh Library at Seton Hall University, the archdiocesan archives in-
clude parish records, archbishop’s letters and information from local Church institutions, including or-
phanages and schools. LoSardo was already quite familiar with information contained within the ar-
chives, as she worked in the Seton Hall University library archives for fi ve years. 

Aft er studying linguistics at Rutgers University, she earned a master’s degree in museum studies from 
Seton Hall. She worked as a special collections assistant before being promoted to records manager and 
digital archives specialist.

LoSardo’s passion for her work is clear. “I love processing and making order out of nothing,” she said. 
“I love making all this information accessible to people.”

Archive visitors include everyone from students researching the archdiocese to people investigating 
their family history by rifl ing through early baptismal and cemetery records. “We’ve had international 
and national scholars visit, including one from Ireland,” she recalled. Th e archives are also a valuable 
source of information for parishes looking to compile their history for anniversary celebrations.

Moving forward, LoSardo admitted she would like to be more proactive in preserving digital material. 
“People assume that information on websites and emails lasts forever, but it doesn’t,” she said. “I would also 
like to do more outreach to parishes and share information on how to better manage records.”

By Melissa McNally
Editor

1) Map of proposed site for Sacred Heart Cathedral, c. 1870
This map shows a potential site for the cathedral located a few blocks east of the site that 
was ultimately chosen. In the period from 1857-1871, several possible sites were considered 
by Bishop James R. Bayley. The current site was chosen due to its impressive position at the 
highest point in Newark and its proximity to Park Avenue (then called Fifth Avenue), which 
made it easily accessible to the Oranges.

3) Desk set of Archbishop Thomas J. 
Walsh, 1931
These metal letter trays were used on 
the desk of Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh 
when he moved into the chancery office 
at 31 Mulberry St. in 1931. The tray on 
the left is embossed with the coat of arms 
of the Archdiocese of Newark, while the 
tray on the right features the coat of arms 
of Archbishop Walsh. This set was used 
by every archbishop of Newark from 
1931-1998, when it was transferred to the 
archives.

4) Diary of Bishop James R. Bayley, first 
bishop of Newark, 1853-1872
The diary contains Bishop Bayley’s notes 
and reflections on his daily activities as the 
first bishop of Newark and offers a window 
into the early years of the diocese. The orig-
inal volume is extremely fragile and should 
be handled as little as possible, but a tran-
scribed version is available thanks to the 
work of Father Edwin Vose Sullivan, who 
transcribed and annotated the diary for his 
doctoral dissertation in 1960.

2) Papal Bull establishing the Diocese of 
Newark, 1853
This Papal Bull issued by Pope Pius IX in 
1853 officially established the Diocese 
of Newark. The bull is authenticated by 
the red stamp in the bottom left corner 
known as the Ring of the Fisherman, which 
depicts St. Peter fishing from a boat.

Advocate photos-Melissa McNally
The archives of the Archdiocese of Newark include a treasure 
trove of documents and artifacts. Below are a few examples.

1

2 3

4

5

5) Catholic Directories, late 19th century
The archives hold Catholic Directory books from the 1870s to the pres-
ent, containing statistical information and listings of parishes and priests 
for all of the dioceses throughout the United States. These are a valuable 
tool for research as they can be used to quickly compare information 
between different dioceses and different years.
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Students share in Christmas spirit of service

HEART TO HEART
While most teenagers look forward 

to winter break and opening presents on 
Christmas Day, a group of Catholic high 
school students is giving back. 

For the past six years, Immaculate 
Heart Academy in Washington Township 
has donated gift bags to every student at 
Sacred Heart School in Jersey City. Each 
child receives a $10 gift card, candy and a 
book. Some students in need also receive 
coats and sneakers. 

This year, 40 high schoolers, along with 
Santa, will visit the school on Dec. 19.

Outreach to the inner-city grammar 
school is part of Immaculate Heart’s Ad-
vent of Service, which kicked off during a 
Thanksgiving prayer service, where alum-
na shared their experiences at Sacred 
Heart. The assembly also prayed for the 
grammar school students by name, all 210 
of them.

Sarah Shutrop, the director of forma-
tion and religious studies department 
chairperson, oversees spiritual life at Im-
maculate Heart, including service proj-
ects. There are 150 girls in the school’s 
service club. When she started working at 
Immaculate Heart, her cousin was a teach-
er at Sacred Heart and that “deepened the 
connection” between the two schools. 

“Our students are amazing,” Shutrop 
said. “We had a school supplies drive in 
the fall for the Sacred Heart students, and 
within a week, everything from the Ama-
zon wish list was filled.” 

That spirit of giving is even stronger at 
Christmastime. “It’s incredible. We learn 
so much more about Advent and Christ-
mas and what the Incarnation is about by 
giving back. It’s my favorite activity we do 
all year,” Shutrop added.

“We are overwhelmed by their gener-
osity,” said Sacred Heart School Principal 
Sister Frances Salemi, S.C. “Immaculate 
Heart Academy really pays it forward.”

Rosemarie Sekel, development coor-
dinator at Sacred Heart, said the children 
look forward to the Christmas visit every 
year. “The students and faculty at Immac-
ulate Heart are incredibly kind and gener-
ous,” she said. “There is so much joy, grace 
and spirit when they come and visit.”

Senior Elizabeth Encke, who is co-pres-
ident of the Christian service board, which 
coordinates the event, has participated in 
the Christmas drop-off annually since her 
freshman year.

“When we go to the school and see 
the children who receive the presents, it 
is a memory that will last a lifetime,” she 
claimed. “The pure joy that you see in the 
children’s faces when they see Santa walk 
into their classroom puts a smile on all of 
my classmates’ faces.”

One particular student Encke met her 
sophomore year left a lasting impression. 
“The young boy was so excited to receive 
a Toys R Us gift card. I asked him what he 
was going to spend his money on, expect-

ing him to say the newest toy out in stores. 
He told me that he was going to spend his 
gift card on his younger sibling’s Christ-
mas gifts. The selflessness that the young 
boy showed has stuck with me,” Enke said.

“It makes you believe in the magic 
of Christmas,” echoed Christian service 
board co-president Elizabeth Croci. “The 
excitement that surges through the school 
as we go from classroom to classroom is so 
joyous. Being able to walk with these kids 
on their journey, even if it is only for a few 
moments, is incredibly rewarding.”

Croci said her favorite part of the trip is 
when the younger students sing to the old-
er students after receiving their gifts. “The 
joy they express is priceless. Even though 
many of them face adversity, the way they 
praise God through song is inspiring,” she 
said.

During the Advent of Service, Immac-
ulate Heart Academy also works with the 
organization Midnight Run to deliver 
warm meals, clothes and blankets to the 
homeless on the streets of New York City. 

“We take two buses filled with about 
100 student volunteers and two Santas. 
In under a minute, the spots are filled,” 
Shutrop explained. “We tell the girls that 
their presence is the most important part 
of service. We make sure the students 
learn the names of the people they serve, 
shake their hand and really listen to them. 
It’s actually hard to get all these girls back 
on the bus.”

Encke and Croci coordinate the Mid-
night Run event. “This is one of my favor-
ite service projects. The best part is con-
necting with the people we meet,” Croci 
expressed.

Shutrop described that faculty and ad-
ministration at the academy teach stu-
dents the value of community service. 
“We’ve worked hard at Immaculate Heart 
Academy to instill the message that ser-
vice is non-optional for Catholics—it is 
a part of the Gospel. Service is not for a 

certain charism or for certain Catholics, 
it is mandatory for all Catholics,” she said. 
“The girls have had such a positive expe-
rience volunteering. It’s almost like it has 
become cool to volunteer.” 

“From a young age, I knew that volun-
teering and service is an important part of 
life, but it was not until I attended Immac-
ulate Heart Academy when I really learned 
what volunteering truly is,” agreed Encke. 
“Mrs. Shutrop introduced me to the ser-
vice program early into my first year. The 
service program at our school opened my 
eyes and inspired me to continue to vol-
unteer both within as well as outside the 
academy community.”

SETON SERVICE
Mother Seton Regional High School in 

Clark also has a slate of service activities 
during the Christmas season. The Loaves 
and Fishes campus ministry club, which 
includes about 70 students, participates in 
Operation Warm Heart sponsored by the 
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less. Service club members prepare duf-
fle bags with towels, toiletries, blankets, 
sweatshirts and socks for the homeless 
who travel to shelters throughout the win-
ter months. And every Monday, the school 
brings almost 160 sandwiches to St. Joseph 
Social Service Center in Elizabeth.

In the project Stamp Out Despair, 
Mother Seton students work with the or-
ganization First Friends of New Jersey and 
New York to supply folders of stationery, 
stamps and cards for detainees and asylum 
seekers at immigrant detention centers.  

Sister Mary Anne Katlack, S.C., direc-
tor of campus ministry at Mother Seton, 
noted that most young people are enthusi-
astic to volunteer. “We do not have a ser-
vice requirement at Mother Seton, but the 
students just want to be of service. We call 
it ‘Seton Service.’ There is just this willing-
ness to serve,” she explained.

Sister Mary Anne, who has been at the 
high school since 2004, has seen an in-
crease in service participation. “When the 
students catch on, it’s amazing; they en-
courage each other,” she said. 

For Teresa Cruz, a senior at Mother 
Seton, this is her first year participating 
in the Loaves and Fishes Ministry. “It has 
become more socially acceptable to vol-
unteer because I think in this world of so 
much hate people want to see goodness. I 
think our generation is more focused on 
inclusivity, and volunteering allows us to 
have an open mind, which helps us better 
understand those around us,” she said.

Cruz also noted that being of service is 
essential to being Christian. “Jesus called 
us to be of service to others, and I believe 
when you help someone, the gratitude 
that they have is what fuels you to contin-
ue helping many more. It’s the spark that 
starts the fire of kindness in the world,” she 
stated.

Senior Sadia DeCastro has volunteered 
with the service club for the last three 
years. “Through volunteering, young peo-
ple can learn much about themselves, 
their likes and their dislikes. It also teaches 
people how to get along with others,” she 
explained. “Young people today are the fu-
ture leaders of the community. To me, vol-
unteering is a fulfilling and enriching ex-
perience. I don’t do it because I have to but 
because I enjoy doing it and feel it is the 
right thing to do.  

“Overall, volunteering at Christmas-
time brings me much joy. I love spreading 
God’s love with others,” DeCastro added. 
“This time of year puts many people in 
good spirits, especially the spirit of giv-
ing. It makes me happy to know that the 
warmth and happiness of the season can 
be spread to those who need it most.”

Members of the Loaves and Fishes campus ministry club at Mother Seton 
Regional High School. 

Submitted photos

By Melissa McNally
Editor
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Thousands of can-
dles held by the 
audience and choir 
set the Cathedral 
Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart aglow 
at the 49th annual 
Carol Sing. Held 
Dec. 11 and Dec. 
12, the performance 
was led by Music 
Director John Miller 
and featured the 
cathedral choir 
signing carols from 
around the world. 

The cathedral Spanish choir per-
formed its annual Navidad Latina 
concert on Dec. 6 at the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. 
The program consisted of tradition-
al carols at the direction of Olfary 
Gutiérrez. Each selection told a part 
of the story of the birth of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. It included songs about 
the Annunciation, walking through 
the desert, adoring the child and 
the journey of the Three Kings. The 
evening performance also included a 
children’s choir, band accompaniment 
and participation from the audience. 
The event concluded with everyone 
singing “Feliz Navidad.“   

For more photos, visit www.facebook.com/nwkarchdiocese.

NAVIDAD LATINA

Advocate photos-Melissa McNally

Advocate photos-Kelly Marsicano
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Th e light of Christ shatters the darkness
By Father Phil Latronico

Growing up in Wee-
hawken in the 
1950s and ’60s was 
an adventure in 

a multicultural and interre-
ligious community. On my 
block, we had various types of 
Italians, Germans, Irish, Pol-
ish, English, Scottish, Span-
ish, Mexican, Cuban and 
Turkish. Th e religious mix-
ture was Catholics of various 
ethnicities, Lutherans, Dutch 
Reformed, Baptist, nondenominational 
Protestant, Jews and Muslims. We all had 
our approach to holidays and holy days, 
and no two were alike.

Growing up in an Italian home (sec-
ond generation from Calabria and Na-
ples on Dad’s side) and highly Amer-
icanized as my mother’s grandmother 
immigrated here in the early 1800s from 
Florence, opened me to many holiday 
customs and traditions. We never had an 
Advent wreath or calendar like my Ger-
man and Irish friends did. Instead, we 
had a strict calendar of preparations that 
brought family together to decorate, bake 
and shop.

Unlike many who desire to make Ad-
vent a quiet time that oft en looks like an-
other Lent with a little more hope and joy 

added, our Advent was spent 
in activities and prayers that 
gave a sense of the rapidly 
approaching Christmas. As 
the days grew darker and 
darker, our home became 
fi lled with added lights and 
gatherings. In between jour-
neys to the local stores, we 
had activities that required a 
group eff ort.

A Calabrian Nativity 
starts the day aft er Th anks-
giving. Th e taking down of 
boxes with parts that form 
a village in the designated 

space for the presepio (a sprawling Nativi-
ty), the building of a multilevel village and 
heavenly choir, and the dusting of fi gurine 
aft er fi gurine took the entire fi rst week of 
Advent. Slowly, during the second week 
of Advent, we added the heavenly host 
and the houses of the village. Th e third 
week saw the appearance of the people 
and Mary and Joseph in a distant room 
making their journey to Bethlehem. Also 
during the third week, our Christmas tree 
went up and was decorated. Th e fourth 
week of Advent had the establishment of 
the manger at the inn. Th en on Christmas 
Eve, aft er six or seven courses of fi sh, the 
baby Jesus was placed in the creche and 
the Wise Men appeared in another room.

Meanwhile in my friends’ homes, we 
experienced Advent calendars fi lled with 

chocolates and rituals around an Advent 
wreath. In the Jewish families, we experi-
enced the lighting of the menorah and the 
eight days of lights, the dreidel and festive 
ethnic foods. My friends envied my prese-
pio and I envied their traditions.

All our homes had various foods be-
ing prepared. We all were put into service 
assisting our mothers with running to the 
local grocery stores when they ran out of a 
needed ingredient. We were also made to 
assist in the mixing, making and decorat-
ing of cookies. We all became effi  cient in 
the making of each other’s specialties.

We celebrated each other’s Advent 
saints, such as Nicholas, Guadalupe and 
Lucy. We learned their stories and ate their 
feast day foods. As we journeyed from 
house to house, we, unlike Mary and Jo-
seph, were always invited in to experience 
each other’s traditions.

I share this because we never wor-
ried about Christmas being commercial-
ized or lights going up too early. Our life 
was fi lled with an experience of prepara-
tion and waiting. Whether in Catholic or 
public school, teachers understood the in-
tensity of the pre-holiday season. I don’t 
think we noticed the darkness of night, as 
our nights were fi lled with the festivities 
of getting ready. Th e riches of traditions, 

both physical and verbal, reminded us of 
why we did what we did.

If I could wish anything for God’s 
people in Advent and then in the 12 days 
of Christmas and the time from Epiph-
any to the Baptism of the Lord, I would 
wish them a holy reality of being. To be 
is to take our prayer life and give it fl esh 
so that we see with eyes of hope and the 
eyes of a child. We need to shatter the 
darkness of negatively evaluating others 
with a spirit of blessing and rejoicing, an 
ability to see where Christ is present even 
in the smallest of ways. If we do this, the 
darkness of night will truly be replaced 
by the Light of Christ.

Father Phil Latronico is chaplain at 
Community of God’s Love in Rutherford.

Living Our FaithLiving Our FaithLiving Our Faith

Advocate file photo
The presepio at St. Lucy Parish in 
Newark. 

� e following “Great Experiences” in travel are available:

For a detailed brochure, please contact:
GREAT EXPERIENCES, INC. 

Telephone: 201-825-3725  E-Mail: anne@greatexperiencesnj.com
Great Experiences Specializes in Pilgrimages

Destination           2020  Spiritual Director

France            March 20-29 Father John Gabriel
          Father Paul Houlis

Greece            June 11-19               Father Benny Prado
(In the Footsteps of Saint Paul)

Ireland            July 5-12              Father Armand Mantia

Jerusalen, Mi Destino          7 al 15 Marzo         Padre Benny Prado

Spain           April 26-May 8       Father Bob Colaresi, O. Carm.

For a complete schedule of all retreats and to register,
please call (973) 539-0740 or visit our website.

JANUARY 10-12, 2020
MENS WEEKEND RETREAT, 

Praying With A Su� ering Church
Led by Rev. Tom Marciniak, S.J. and 

Karen Florance

JANUARY 17-19, 2020
MENS WEEKEND RETREAT

“� e Key to Happiness and 
Spiritual Freedom”

Led by Rev. Steve Pugliese, S.J.

JANUARY 23, 2020
DAY OF PRAYER, 9:00am-3:00pm

Greatest New Year’s Resolution: 
To Fall In Love

Led by Anna Graziano 

Please consider a year-end gift to Catholic Charities.
A small donation can make a big difference in 
helping us to shelter the homeless and feed the 

hungry.

Donate online at ccannj.org, 
by phone at 973-639-6531, or mail checks to:

Catholic Charities 590 North 7th St, Newark, 
NJ 07107
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We concluded our re-
flection on the “pause” 
or “intermission” be-
tween the two great 
waves of immigration 

noting that the great Hispanic migration 
had begun before the change in immigra-
tion legislation took place in 1965. This 
was due to the arrival of many Puerto Ri-
cans, not subject to immigration law, and 
the sudden flight of Cuban refugees. After 
1965, Hispanic immigrants came from all 
of the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. We will look again at this story, 
but now within the context of the general 
Hispanic “wave” of migrants into the arch-
diocese in the latter part of the 20th cen-
tury and continuing into the 21st century. 

As we focus our reflection on Hispan-
ic Catholics in the Archdiocese of Newark, 
we should be aware that the percentage of 
Catholics among Hispanic Americans has 
been in constant decline over the last sev-
eral decades. While 70 percent of adult 
Hispanics in the United States identified 
as Catholic as recently as 2006, that fig-
ure fell to 57 percent by 2015, according 
to The Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate (CARA), a nonprofit research 
center. The Pew Research Center current-
ly estimates the percentage of American 
Catholic Hispanics at 55 percent. The sta-
tistical studies done for the V Encuentro 
state that only 51 percent of the Hispan-
ics within the Archdiocese of Newark are 
Catholic. 

PUERTO RICAN MIGRATION
Since the Jones-Shafroth Act of 1917, 

citizens of Puerto Rico are citizens of the 
United States without losing their Puerto 
Rican citizenship. As such, they are free 
to travel at will within the United States. 
Because of their citizenship, it is not prop-
er to speak of them as immigrants. Their 
movement in great numbers from their 
Caribbean island home to the mainland 
United States does, however, constitute a 
significant migration.

After World War II, the development 
of relatively low-cost air travel facilitat-
ed the Puerto Rican migration north. The 
promise of jobs and a better way of life at-
tracted them. The harsh climate in New 
Jersey made frequent trips “home” desir-
able and low airfare made them possible. 
These frequent moves made it difficult for 
many newcomers to settle into a parish 
and difficult for the Church to maintain 
stable contact with them.

The arrival of large numbers of Puer-
to Ricans in the Archdiocese of Newark 
did not elicit the traditional “national par-
ish” approach to pastoral care. In the past, 
most European migrants intended to stay 
in the United States. Puerto Ricans, on the 

aged the ministry to the Hispanic popu-
lation. Religious instruction and church 
services in Spanish became part of the 
parish program. The 11 a.m. Sunday Mass 
became “La Misa Hispana.” At the time, it 
was a Latin Mass with a Spanish homily. 
The people formed church societies and 
various church socials drew the commu-
nity together. The Hispanic ministry at St. 
Patrick’s served as a model for many other 
parishes in this period.

St. Bridget’s Parish in Newark (later 
merged with St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral) 
began to serve Hispanics in 1956. Also, in 
the 1950s, the availability of work in the 
factories and along the waterfront attract-
ed Puerto Rican migrants to Jersey City. 
St. Peter’s Parish, staffed by the Jesuits, was 
the first to minister to the new arrivals. Fa-
ther Joseph Faulkner, S.J., established an 
outreach center that made social services 
and religious instruction available. A sim-
ilar center was established in Hoboken. 
These centers served for an interim peri-
od before most immigrants gravitated to 
the parishes.

In New Jersey, the Puerto Rican popu-
lation has grown from 138,896 in 1970 to 
479,873 in 2017. Of this number, 182,083, 
or about 38 percent, live within the Arch-
diocese of Newark. Almost two-thirds of 
the Puerto Ricans in the archdiocese live 
in Hudson and Essex counties, with a 

other hand, could travel to and from their 
home island with relative ease. From the 
perspective of some Church leaders, this 
mobility made the establishment of na-
tional parishes an unsure venture.

Like previous newcomers, the Puerto 
Ricans were poor; they sought inexpen-
sive housing in aging city centers in New-
ark, Elizabeth and Hudson County. Most 
were not skilled workers and they moved 
often to find employment and better hous-
ing. Frequent moves created difficulties in 
relating to a specific parish. 

St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral was the first 
church to serve Hispanics in Newark. In 
1954, Father Genadius Diaz, O.S.B., from 
St. Mary’s Abbey (Newark Abbey), began 
to minister to the needs of the Puerto Ri-
cans attending nearby St. Patrick’s. The 
pastor of St. Patrick’s, Msgr. James F. Loo-
ney, chancellor of the archdiocese, encour-

growing number in Bergen County. There 
are no clear estimates of the percentage of 
Puerto Ricans in the United States who are 
Catholic, but the Pew Research studies es-
timate that 56 percent of Puerto Ricans are 
Catholic.

1959—THE CUBAN EXODUS
Just as the archdiocese was begin-

ning to respond to the mostly Puerto Ri-
can Hispanic community in an organized 
manner, a new wave of immigrants sud-
denly arrived from Cuba.

A small number of Cubans had been 
resident in northern Hudson County since 
the 1940s. St. Michael’s Monastery Parish 
in Union City, served by the Passionist Fa-
thers, hosted the first Misa Hispana in Au-
gust 1955. Fourteen people attended the 
Mass celebrated by Father Joseph Faulk-
ner, S.J. The numbers climbed and a Span-
ish Mass was celebrated every Sunday.

The revolution of Fidel Castro and the 
subsequent introduction of Communism 
to Cuba drove numerous Cubans to seek 
refuge in the United States. Many came 
to the Archdiocese of Newark, especial-
ly Union City and Elizabeth. Like most 
European immigrants, their decision to 
come was irrevocable. They had lost their 
jobs and their property in Cuba; many had 
endured forced labor. Many of the early 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK AND IMMIGRATION
The second wave of Hispanic migration 
By Msgr. Robert J. Wister Msgr. Robert J. Wister recently published a series of essays about 

the history of immigration in the Archdiocese of Newark on Seton 
Hall University’s blog. The Catholic Advocate will be reprinting 
excerpts of his work in upcoming issues. For the complete text, visit 
http://blogs.shu.edu/archdiocese-immigration. 
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Our Lady of Quinche, patroness of Ecuador

Advocate file photo

arrivals hoped that they would be able to 
return to Cuba. This hope would not be 
realized for almost 50 years.

Like previous Hispanic immigrants, 
they joined the local parishes. Many Cu-
ban immigrants were quite well-educat-
ed in secular and religious subjects. Some 
had held leadership positions in their par-
ishes in Cuba. Although confronted with a 
harsh climate, loss of social status and the 
necessity of learning English, they were 
very interested in participating in parish 
life.

St. Augustine Parish in Union City be-
came a focal point for the Cuban commu-
nity. Along with spiritual and education-
al assistance, the parish was very active in 
efforts of resettlement and social services. 
Other Union City parishes—St. Antho-
ny’s, St. Rocco’s and Holy Family—served 
an increasing Hispanic population in the 
1960s. Puerto Ricans and immigrants 
from other Latin American nations soon 
joined the Cubans in Union City.

In West New York, ministry among the 
Hispanic people began in the late 1960s. 
The sudden and rapid Cuban immigration 
expanded the need for Spanish services. 
Our Lady of Libera and Our Lady Help 
of Christians parishes also served the ex-
panding Hispanic community.

After the Communist takeover of Cuba 
in 1959, the number of Cubans in New 
Jersey quickly reached 68,048. Since then, 
it has increased to about 90,000. Almost 
two-thirds of Cubans in New Jersey live 
in the Archdiocese of Newark. Almost 
half live in Hudson County. Pew Research 
studies estimate that 51 percent of Cubans 
in Cuba are Catholic.

The decline in the number of parochial 
schools, together with its increasing cost, 
weakens evangelization efforts among re-
cent immigrant groups and calls for new 
pastoral initiatives and strengthened reli-
gious education programs.

THE NEOCATECHUMENAL 
WAY

In 1993, at the invitation of the arch-
bishop of Newark, the Neocatechumenal 
Way opened Redemptoris Mater Semi-
nary in Kearny. The Neocatechumenal 
Way has had a significant impact on pas-
toral care and evangelization in the arch-
diocese, particularly among the Hispanic 
community. Founded in Spain, its spiritu-
ality is familiar to many Hispanics. Many 
of its priests, all of whom are incardinated 
priests of the Archdiocese of Newark, are 
from Spain or Latin America and speak 
Spanish fluently. There also is a significant 
number of Portuguese-speaking Neocate-
chumenate priests from Portugal and Bra-
zil. This makes them ideal ministers to the 
Hispanic and Portuguese and Brazilian 
communities. Over the years, large num-
bers of Spanish- and Portuguese-speak-
ing Catholics have joined the parish com-
munities of the Neocatechumenal Way or 
have been under the pastoral and evange-
lizing care of priests of the Neocatechu-
menate.

An example is St. Mary Parish in Plain-
field. It competes with St. Joseph of the 
Palisades in West New York as the largest 
parish in the archdiocese. In Plainfield, al-
most 4,500 parishioners attend Mass each 
Sunday. Priests of the Neocatechume-
nate serve the parish and many parishio-
ners are members. St. Columba Parish in 
Newark was on the brink of closing when 
it was assigned priests of the Neocatechu-
menal Way and now is a viable, largely 
Hispanic parish.

Today, Newark priests who are mem-
bers of the Neocatechumenal Way num-
ber more than 100. A significant number 
serve in predominately Hispanic parishes 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL 
AMERICANS

The account of the Hispanic presence 
in the four counties of the archdiocese, 
after the initial Spanish immigration, has 
emphasized Puerto Ricans or Cubans, al-
though there have been some exceptions. 
This is because they were the first to ar-
rive in certain areas, and because they 
came here with the legal status of citizens 
or refugees. South and Central Ameri-
cans, as well as Dominicans, came later. 
They tended to gravitate toward the ex-
isting Puerto Rican and Cuban parishes 
and communities. Because many of them 
were undocumented, their status was in-
secure. They sought the sacraments and 
attended Mass, but, out of fear of deporta-
tion, they often kept a very low profile and 
shied away from involvement in parish 
life. Many worked several jobs or long, un-
usual hours. It was not unusual for them to 
be mistreated by employers.

Before 1990, the only categories in the 
United States Census report for Hispanics 
were Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban and 
Dominican. In the 1990 census, separate 
categories appeared for other Hispanic 
nations.

The Archdiocese of Newark has been 
of great service in providing immigrant 
counseling and, where possible and when 
requested, facilitating attainment of le-
gal status. The parochial schools have also 
been a haven when local school districts 
began asking questions about legal status. 
For more than a century, parochial schools 
were a major force for passing on the 
faith within the immigrant communities. 

or in parishes that have a sizeable Span-
ish-speaking population.

POPULAR RELIGIOSITY 
AND CELEBRATIONS

As the number of Hispanics grew, the 
public manifestations of religious cele-
brations gained acceptance and recogni-
tion within the Archdiocese of Newark. 
These celebrations are a source of pride 
and unity for the different national groups 
of Hispanics—mainly celebrations of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary under various titles 
prominent in the nations of Latin Amer-
ica. They demonstrate the depth of devo-
tion of the Hispanic peoples to the Mother 
of God.

These feasts and observances usually 
originated within a small local commu-
nity with the assistance of the local cler-
gy. While each Latino group had its own 
specific religious cultural characteristics, 
there were many similarities. Many came 
from rural areas that, for centuries, only 
saw a priest several times a year.

Quickly, parishes added shrines to 
these many Madonnas. St. Patrick’s 
Pro-Cathedral installed a statue of Our 
Lady of Providence donated by the Puer-
to Rican community, the first Latino 
group in the parish, in 1985. Similarly, in 
2001, a shrine was dedicated to Our Lady 
of Quinche, patroness of Ecuador, donat-
ed by St. Patrick’s most recently arrived 
immigrant group. In some parishes, such 
as St. Mary in Jersey City, we can find 
more than a dozen statues of the Bless-
ed Virgin, each one precious to a different 
national group.

While the Puerto Rican and Cuban im-
migrants drew the most attention initial-
ly, as years passed, immigrants from ev-
ery nation in Central and South America 
came into New Jersey and into the archdi-
ocese, together with thousands from Afri-
ca, Asia and the Pacific Islands.

Robert J. Wister, Hist.Eccl.D., is a fac-
ulty member at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary in South Orange.

Coming up in the January issue of The Catholic Advocate,  
Msgr. Wister will continue to explore Hispanic immigration  

in the Archdiocese of Newark.
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THE SOURCE FOR CATHOLIC GIFTS FEATURING THE LARGEST 
SELECTION OF RELIGIOUS GOODS IN NEW JERSEY.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
973-473-5246

email: info@sikoras.com

147 Market Street 
Passaic, N.J.

(Just minutes from I-80 & Rt. 46)

Mention that you saw this ad and receive a special 10% discount 
off your purchase of any item. 

Clearance and Christmas Sale items are excluded.

Gifts that reflect 
the TRUE 
meaning of 
Christmas are 
now easy 
to find...

Christmas Wish? ENTER ONLINE

TO WIN
$500

RelevantRadio.com/WISH

1430AM/1160AM

MerryChristmas
from the

Christmas Elves.

Merry Christmas  
&  

Happy New Year

SUMBERAC PLASTERING & PAINTING

HACKENSACK, NJ • 201-883-0899

EUROPEAN PLASTERING
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Who wants to be a pop star? Not Na-
tasha Gonzalez. Most people would jump 
at an opportunity to compete for stardom 
on the national stage. But when Gonzalez 
got a call from “America’s Got Talent,” she 
told them she’s doing just fine as a choir 
director at a church.

“I love my job,” said an exuberant 
Gonzalez, director of music and liturgy at 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Ridgefield 
Park. “I’m super happy exactly where I 
am. This is my dream.”

Gonzalez was working on her practi-
cum at Lincoln Middle School in Kear-
ny when she got a call from the popular 
NBC television show.

“This was winter 2014,” she recalled. “I 
was teaching with Mrs. Amy Fuchs, who 
was the music teacher there. We had just 
started a prep period when I get a phone 
call. It looked like a telemarketer.”

She decided to pick up. It was a talent 
scout from “America’s Got Talent.” 

“She said we found your website 
and we saw videos of you playing and  
singing and stuff,” Gonzalez explained. 
“They’re like, ‘Would you like to come 
audition?’”

“Audition?” she said in reply. “No, 
thank you.”

The woman then asked if any of her 
piano students would want to audition 
for the show. Again, she told her, “No, 
thank you,” and that was that. 

“I was just like, what?” Gonzalez said. 
“She’s crazy. I hung up.”

Was it a missed opportunity?
“People are like, ‘Oh, that’s such a big 

deal. Why aren’t you going?’” Gonzalez 
said. “Who wants that? I don’t want that. 
I don’t want to be a pop star. I don’t want 
to be a rock n’ roll player. I don’t want to 
play in a band. I don’t want to be a solo 
vocalist. I want to be a choir director in 
a church. That’s what I want to do. I’m  
happy doing that.”

Gonzalez admitted it’s not easy being 
a musician. 

“I pray for all those people out there 
who are gigging every day and audition-
ing every day,” she stated. “They go for it 
because that’s their dream. But that’s not 
the sacrifice that I want to do.”

Instead, Gonzalez runs a vibrant, 
all-volunteer music ministry at St. Fran-
cis, where she has been for five years. 
There are 75 musicians under her watch 
that make up the adult, youth, children’s 
and Hispanic choirs. 

“It’s a lot of work, but fun,” she said.
Gonzalez keeps rehearsals sponta-

neous and energized and the mood light 
with lots of laughter. Her approach, she 
said, is shaped by the people at St. Fran-
cis.

“This is the best parish I’ve ever 
worked in,” she claimed. “There is just a 
huge sense of community here. Everyone 

just supports each other completely. We 
share ideas. We have monthly staff meet-
ings. We all help each other. We all make 
each other look good and we just love 
each other. We’re all like family.”

For more information, including pho-
tos and videos, visit the St. Francis of As-
sisi Music Ministry Facebook page or 
www.stfrancisrp.org. 

Choir director chooses 
ministry over fame
By Jai Agnish
Communications Manager

Advocate photo-Jai Agnish

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 

—  PASTORS —

Reverend Thomas Patrick Quinn, 
pastor of St. Michael Parish, Jersey 
City, has been granted a renewal of 
term to his pastorate, ending July 1, 

2026.

Reverend James P. Ferry, pastor 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 

West Orange, has been granted a 
renewal of term to his pastorate, 

ending July 1, 2026.

— PAROCHIAL VICARS —

Reverend Joseph Lody, parochial 
vicar of St. Catherine of Siena 

Parish, Hillside, has been appointed 
parochial vicar of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Parish, Ridgewood, 
effective Dec. 7.

Reverend Vincent Fortunato, O.F.M. 
Cap., has been appointed parochial 

vicar of St. Ann Parish, Hoboken, 
effective Dec. 1.

CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.SS.R., HAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS:

— TRANSITIONAL DEACON —

Reverend Mr. Anthony Palombo, 
newly ordained transitional deacon, 

has been assigned to diaconal 
ministry at Holy Family Parish, 
Nutley, effective immediately. 

— ADMINISTRATOR —

Reverend Robert J. Salm, parochial 
vicar of Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Parish, Ridgewood, has 
been appointed administrator of 
Guardian Angel Parish, Allendale, 

effective Nov. 30.

— CHAPLAIN —

Reverend Cesar A. Infante, parochial 
vicar of St. Joseph of the Palisades 
Parish, West New York, has been 

appointed chaplain of Santa Rosa 
de Lima Knights of Columbus 

Council #6209, Union City.

Sunday, Dec. 22
Noon
Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish, Bloomfield 

Tuesday, Dec. 24
Midnight
Christmas Eve Mass
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Wednesday, Dec. 25
10 a.m. 
Christmas Mass (Spanish)
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., is scheduled to appear at the 
following upcoming events:

Submitted photo
Sister Donna L. Ciangio, O.P., chancellor of the Archdiocese of Newark, recent-
ly participated in an interfaith learning session at Congregation B’nai Jeshurun 
in Short Hills. Sister Donna and Alan Breindel, the temple representative,  
discussed the Jewish and Christian perspectives of generosity. For more infor-
mation about these types of events, visit www.tbj.org. 



Join us as we celebrate our 
Catholic Schools during 
Catholic Schools Week 
2020. For a schedule of 
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE
December 20

Koinonia Academy, Plainfield, 
presentation by professor Robert 
George following student debate 
on the ethics of gene editing, 10:30 
a.m., call 908-668-9002. 

December 21
Christ the King Parish, Jersey City, 
Christmas caroling through the 
neighborhood, 5:30 p.m., call 201-
333-4862. 

December 22
Notre Dame Parish, North Caldwell, 
32nd annual Christmas concert, 
featuring the Orchestra of St. Peter 

by the Sea, 7 p.m., $45, call 973-
226-0979. 

December 31
Christ the King Parish, Jersey City, 
Watchnight Service, 11 p.m., call 
201-333-4862. 

January 2
Office for Evangelization, Arch-
diocese of Newark, Mass for Our 
Country, St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish in Bloomfield, patriotic rosary 
at 7 p.m., Mass at 7:30 p.m., call 
973-497-4137. 

Archdiocesan pilgrims attend National Catholic Youth Conference
Special to The Catholic Advocate from 
the Office for Youth & Young Adult 
Ministry

On Nov. 20, 113 teens and young adult 
pilgrims from the Archdiocese of New-
ark boarded three buses at 10 p.m. for a 
12-hour drive to Indianapolis to attend 
the National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC). They were met there by an ad-
ditional seven pilgrims who traveled to 
the conference by plane. The conference is 
organized and sponsored by the National 
Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry. 

The archdiocesan pilgrims included 
teens and young adults from several par-
ishes and a Catholic high school. 

The three-day event, held Nov. 21-
23, attracted more than 20,000 teens and 
adults from 145 national and internation-
al dioceses. The conference is the largest 
biennial Catholic youth gathering held in 
the United States. This year’s theme was 
“Blessed. Broken. Given.” Participants 
were encouraged to read Scripture daily 
while attending four general sessions held 
in Lucas Oil Stadium and several rounds 
of workshops held across from the stadi-
um in the Indiana Convention Center.  

Traveling with the archdiocese’s pil-
grims was Father John Gordon, acting 
vicar for Pastoral Life and coordinator of 
the Office for Evangelization. “NCYC was 
inspiring and encouraging and edifying. I 
was inspired to see so many young people, 
the young Church, as they are sometimes 
known, on fire with zeal for the Lord along 
with their natural enthusiasm and energy,” 
he said. “I was encouraged by all those 
who work with young people and their 
dedication and desire for those they care 
for to come into deep communion with 
the Lord in His Church. And I was edi-
fied in my own desire to live more fully for 
God as these young people do.”

During the conference’s opening ses-
sion, attendees heard a special message. 
“Dear young people of NCYC,” blasted 
over the jumbo screens in the stadium, 
as, for the first time ever, the Holy Father 
shared a recorded address to the pilgrims. 
“I send you an affectionate greeting and 
my prayers at this moment of encounter 
that you are living. May it be an opportu-
nity to deepen your faith and communion. 
May it light your missionary hearts with 
the courage and strength to live in and 

with the Lord, always as a Church sent 
forth,” Pope Francis said.    

Father Eugenio de la Rama, director for 
Priestly Vocations, also traveled with the 
local pilgrims. “The conference is a con-
crete experience of the joy of the Gospel. 
It clearly demonstrates how powerfully the 
Holy Spirit can move the hearts of young 
people and subsequently enliven the entire 
Church. Accompanying our youth started 
out as a goal, but ultimately became a gift,” 
he said. 

Maria Bouchard, a junior who attends 
St. Francis Parish in Ridgefield Park, said 
she loved everything about the national 
conference, especially the keynote speak-
ers, the women’s workshop and the presen-
tation “How to Become a Teenage Saint.” 
“I was reminded that we are not alone in 
our faith and we have a great community 
that will continue to shape our future,” she 
explained.

While at the conference, some teenag-
ers were exposed to many forms of prayer, 
worship and sacraments that they had 
never experienced before. Andrea del Cid, 

a freshman from Our Lady of Fatima in 
North Bergen, attended the Mass in Ex-
traordinary Form for the first time. “I had 
always wanted to go to a Latin Mass but 
had never had the chance,” del Cid said. 
“I had never seen such a sacredness main-
tained in the Mass and by the faithful.”

Anthony Bottino, a sophomore at Se-
ton Hall Prep from St. Michael Parish in 
Cranford, shared that the closing Mass 
was an amazing experience. “To see all 
the hundreds of priests come out from the 
same tunnel that the football players do 
and onto the floor for the Mass had me in 
awe,” he noted. 

“NCYC is an awesome experience that 
helps kids meet other kids from around 
the country, while getting the chance to 
learn more about their faith,” said Tom 
Conboy, director of the Office for Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry. “To see all the teens 
singing and praying together while having 
a good time is really something special.”

The next National Catholic Youth Con-
ference will be held again in Indianapolis 
in November 2021.

Submitted photos

Transfiguration hosting alumni Mass and brunch

Transfiguration Academy’s Alumni Association is hosting an Alumni 
Mass and Brunch at St. John the Evangelist in Bergenfield on Sun-
day, Jan. 5, beginning at the noon Mass. Brunch will follow in Conlon 
Hall. The event will posthumously honor alumna Charli Roberts ’13, 
who was a standout student and basketball player, and was best 
known for her charisma and Christ-like character. Sister Madeline 
Hanson, S.S.N.D., will also be honored. She served as a principal, di-
rector and teacher for many years in the school community. All alum-
ni, parishioners and friends of St. John’s, Ascension Parish in New 
Milford, St. Mary Parish in Dumont and Transfiguration are invited. 
Tickets are available online for $10. Please register by Dec. 23. Visit 
www.transfigurationacademy.org/tfa/alumni for tickets or contact 
alumni@transfigurationacademy.org for more information.
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Rosary Congress unites 
archdiocese in prayer
By Esmeralda Cameron
Public Relations Manager

The Archdiocese of Newark’s first 
year participating in the national 
Rosary Congress was so success-
ful that plans are already under-

way for next year. The Rosary Congress, 
held Oct. 6-13, was organized in collabora-
tion with 15 local parishes, Caldwell Uni-
versity and Seton Hall University.  

“The opportunity to gather so many of 
the faithful during the month of the rosa-
ry was a grace that continues to reverberate 
throughout the hearts of those who partic-
ipated. Who knows, perhaps even more in 
the lives of all the people in the archdio-
cese. I believe this spiritual gift to Our Lord 
and Our Lady was more their gift to us,” 
said Father John Gordon, acting vicar for 
Pastoral Life and coordinator of the Office 
for Evangelization. 

Each participating Rosary Congress 
parish committed to either 12 or 24 hours 
during the designated week and ensured 
that central to the event there was perpet-
ual Eucharistic Adoration, Masses, con-
fessions, processions and hourly rosary 
prayers.

“I am so grateful to the Evangelization 
Office, Father John Gordon, Maureen Sri-

nivasa and Marissa Espinosa, who worked 
so hard to collaborate on this initiative and 
drive its organization. The response from 
the parishes was phenomenal. When Mary 
desires something, it happens,” said Rosary 
Congress initiator Marie Liddy. “The Ro-
sary Congress has been an expression of 
the faithful’s ardent faith and desire to pray  
intensely at this time. I can only put my 
head down in joyful thanksgiving recog-
nizing that a simple yes to Mary and God’s 
will results in something far larger than 
oneself.”

Holy Family Parish in Nutley offered to 
kick off the Rosary Congress and week of 
prayerful Marian devotion. 

“Through the help of some parishioners 
and Sister Marie Gagliano, M.P.F., we were 
able to organize perpetual adoration and 
rosary prayers for 24 hours straight,” said 
Father Mauro Primavera, parochial vicar 
at Holy Family. “Through the simple rec-
itation of the rosary, the Virgin Mary acts 
powerfully.”

“(This year’s) Rosary Congress provid-
ed many powerful opportunities for the 
Holy Family community to come together 
in prayer and to deepen our devotion and 
relationship with Mary,” added Sister Marie 
Gagliano, M.P.F. 

Submitted photo
Students at Our Lady of Sorrows School in South Orange prayed the rosary along 
with local parishes in October. 

For more information about the Rosary Congress, visit www.rcan.org/evangelization or www.rosarycongressusa.org.

Parish coordinator at St. Paul’s in Ram-
sey Dianne Flynn said it was very well re-
ceived. “The feedback was wonderful, and 
the parishioners were very appreciative for 
the opportunity to participate,” she shared. 

Father Ivan Sciberras, pastor of St. Peter 
Parish in Belleville, agreed the event was 
a transformative experience. “Our parish 
had the grace of beginning rosary prayers 
before the Blessed Sacrament on the feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary. It was a joy to 
see the number of parishioners who partic-
ipated to pray the rosary,” he explained.

Mariela Primo served as an organiz-
er at St. Peter’s. “I found the Rosary Con-
gress to be very spiritually moving, and it 
was amazing to see how it brought togeth-
er the diversity of our parishioners with the 
great mission to pray the rosary. We prayed 
for Cardinal Tobin, our bishops and priests 

and for the entire Archdiocese of Newark,” 
she said.

“I thank all of our parishioners, Rosary 
Congress volunteers and archdiocesan em-
ployees who made this a powerful month 
of the rosary by participating in the nation-
al Rosary Congress,” said Cardinal Joseph 
W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. “My hope, as we contin-
ue to move forward in our faith together, is 
that we sense the presence of Mary among 
us as a companion and a model on the 
ways of our Catholic faith.”

The Office for Evangelization invites 
all parishes and universities in the archdi-
ocese to participate in next year’s Rosary 
Congress, which is scheduled to take place 
Oct. 4-11, 2020. Training sessions will be 
held in advance to assist coordinators from 
each parish. Promotional support will also 
be provided.

OBITUARIES
Sister Ann Dorrity, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated Nov. 

18 at Holy Family Chapel, 
Convent Station, for Sis-
ter Ann Dorrity, S.C., 85, 
who died Nov. 9. 

Born in Orange, Sister 
Ann entered the Sisters of 
Charity on March 24, 1952, 
and was a member for 67 years. 

She graduated from the College of 
Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, and 
earned a master’s degree from Villanova 
University.

Sister Ann served as a teacher at St. 
Bridget School in Jersey City. She was di-
rector of education in the Western Prov-
ince, Paterson; a library consultant for 
Grolier Educational Services at Nativity 
School in Midland Park and in the Dio-
cese of Paterson. She served as a librarian 
at Our Lady of Visitation School in Para-
mus. 

Sister Ann also served in patient rela-
tions and in pastoral care at St. Joseph Re-
gional Medical Center in  Paterson and as 
administrative assistant and chaplain at St. 
Joseph’s Wayne Hospital.

Sister Theresa Ann Kallimanis, 
F.M.S.C.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cele-
brated Nov. 13 at Mount St. Fran-

cis, Peekskill, N.Y., for Sister  
Theresa Ann Kalliman-
is, F.M.S.C., 83, who died 
Nov. 9.

Sister Theresa entered 
the Franciscan Mission-
ary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart on Sept. 8, 1957, and 
made her final profession on 
Aug. 12, 1964. She graduated from Lady-
cliff College, Highland Falls, N.Y., in 1970. 

She served as a teacher in elementary 
schools in New York and taught at Holy 
Family School in Union City (1959-1961) 
and St. Joseph School in West New York 
(1974-2014). 

Father Joseph J.  Fiorino

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated Nov. 

23 at St. Aloysius Parish, 
Caldwell, for Father Jo-
seph J. Fiorino, 92, who 
died Nov. 16. 

Born and raised in 
Jersey City, Father Fiori-
no served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. He was ordained to 
the priesthood on April 27, 1961. 

Father Fiorino served as parochial vic-
ar at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 
Ridgewood; St. Anthony of Padua Par-
ish, Union City; and Little Flower Parish, 
Berkeley Heights. He also served as chap-
lain at Overlook Hospital, Summit; Valley 
Hospital, Ridgewood; and St. Elizabeth 
Hospital, Elizabeth.

Elizabeth R. Foer

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated Nov. 

25 at Most Holy Redeem-
er Parish, Matawan, for 
Elizabeth R. Foer, 73, who 
died Nov. 19.

Foer retired in 2017 
as associate director of 
catechist formation for the  
Archdiocese of Newark after many years 
of service. Prior to her work in the chan-
cery, she taught at Blessed Sacrament 
School in Newark. She was also a parish 
catechetical leader at Our Lady of Victo-
ries in Harrington Park.

Born in Newark, she was predeceased 
by her parents, Philip and Elizabeth 
(Burke) Foer; brothers, Philip E. Foer Jr. 
and John A. Palmer; and her niece, Alaine 
(Neil) Burke.

Sister Mary Aloysius Morgan, 
C.S.S.F.

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated Dec. 

6 at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel, Lodi, for Sister 
Mary Aloysius Morgan, 
C.S.S.F., 73, who died 
Dec. 3.

Born in Ireland, Sister 
Mary Aloysius entered the 
postulancy of the Felician Sisters in 1964 
and professed her final vows in 1971.

Sister Mary Aloysius served at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Orange and St. Mi-
chael’s Hospital in Newark. She was sacris-

tan and cared for the sisters at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hall in Lodi. She also served as 
curriculum library aide at Felician Univer-
sity in Rutherford.

Sister Joan Woods, S.C.

A Mass of Christian  
Burial was celebrat-

ed Dec. 6 at Holy Family 
Chapel, Convent Station, 
for Sister Joan Woods, 
S.C., 89, who died Dec. 3.

Born in Jersey City, 
Sister Joan entered the 
Sisters of Charity on Oct.  
2, 1949, and was a member for 70 years. 

Sister Joan graduated from the College 
of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, and 
earned a master’s degree from Seton Hall 
University, South Orange.

She served as a teacher at St. Anasta-
sia School, Teaneck; Immaculate Heart 
of Mary School, Maplewood; Our Lady 
of Lourdes School, West Orange; Sacred 
Heart School, Vailsburg; St. John School, 
Orange; Our Lady of Good Counsel, New-
ark; and St. Francis Xavier School, New-
ark. 

Sister Joan became a volunteer at the 
Convent of St. Elizabeth in 2010 until 
moving to St. Joseph Healthcare and Re-
hab Center in Cedar Grove in 2017, where 
she resided until her death.

V  V  V
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Seton Hall celebrates 
new president

Submitted photos
President Joseph E. Nyre with Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., at the investiture 
ceremony.

President Joseph E. Nyre

“It’s been a remarkable week,” said Jo-
seph E. Nyre, Ph.D., Seton Hall Universi-
ty’s 21st president. To celebrate his inves-
titure, the university held a slate of events, 
including symposia, lectures, service 
projects and receptions that preceded the 
Nov. 15 ceremony.

“I’ve always said that an investiture 
should be about the university and its 
history, not about the person,” he added. 
“The ceremony demonstrates who we are 
as an institution. That is very inspiration-
al to me.”

President Nyre was appointed by the 
university’s board of regents on Feb. 4 and 
took office on Aug. 1. Prior to his current 

position, he served eight years as pres-
ident of Iona College in New Rochelle, 
N.Y.

During one of the investiture events, 
Nyre spoke to student leaders about the 
challenges of higher education. “They are 
concerned with overcoming injustice, 
freedom of speech, inclusion and making 
college tuition affordable,” he explained. 

The new president recalled the feeling 
of being at college for the first time. “I re-
member what it was like to be out of my 
element and how foreign the experience 
can feel—the insecurities, self-doubt and 
being away from home,” he admitted.

At another event, Nyre and the stu-
dent government association packed 
gift bags for troops deployed overseas. 

“I know from personal experience that 
during those dark days it’s great to receive 
a care package from home,” said Nyre, 
who helped pay for his college education 
by first serving in the U.S. Navy. He is a 
first-generation college graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. 

At least one in four students at Seton 
Hall are first-generation college students, 
according to Nyre. “Catholic universities 
play a special role in promising students a 
pathway (to success),” he claimed.

A devout Catholic, he views Catho-
lic education as a valuable tool to shape 
the minds and values of students. He de-
scribed working in higher education as 
a form of service. “I have the benefit of 
seeing faith in action and seeing students 
living their faith,” Nyre said. “My four 
children have benefited from a Catholic 
education.”

Catholic universities were some of 
the first universities in the world, he ex-
plained, and faith and education are a 
“wonderful intersection.” Among one of 
the events planned during the investiture 

celebration was the launch of the Great 
Minds Dialogue series.

“The discussion series helps faculty 
and students engage in civil conversation,” 
Nyre said. “We should give opposing 
views a fair hearing and try to understand 
how others see the world. Civility is on 
the wane in society and in higher educa-
tion. We should be able to share opposing 
views at our dinner tables, in the quads 
and in Congress.”

Nyre is currently engaged in the 
co-planning process on how to move Se-
ton Hall forward. He believes it is import-
ant to have thriving Catholic education, 
especially in this particular time.

“We are in a period of disruption in 
higher education. Not since World War 
II and the GI Bill (which provides educa-
tion benefits to veterans and their depen-
dents) has there been such a significant 
shift,” Nyre explained. “We are in a pret-
ty unique time—from the demographic 
shift, the recession, changes in technolo-
gy and the rising cost of higher education. 
How we map the future is critical.” 

Sebastian Nativo

Kindness Club featured on 
news broadcast

Students at St. John the Apostle School 
in Clark recently received some well-de-
served recognition. The school’s Kindness 
Club was featured in a segment by ABC7’s 
Bill Ritter as a part of his ongoing #BeKind 
campaign. 

The Eyewitness News reporter has 
challenged viewers to identify and con-
duct random acts of kindness on an ev-
eryday basis in order to actively counter-
act the effects of bullying in schools and 
communities. 

Originally featured in the Nov. 13 is-

sue of The Catholic Advocate, the Kindness 
Club was first conceived of by sixth-grad-
er Sebastian Nativo, who brought the idea 
to Principal Dr. Deborah Egan over sum-
mer vacation. Sebastian imagined a club 
where students could gather to identify lo-
cal problems and areas of needs that they 
could then design projects and ways in 
which they might work together to have a 
positive impact. 

Fueled by his own volunteer work, Se-
bastian simply aimed to “pay it forward” 
and to inspire those around him to do the 
same. Since its inception this past Septem-
ber, the Kindness Club’s roster has soared 

to nearly 50 students, with a waiting list of 
others wishing to get in. Together, St. John 
students have written messages to thank 
veterans and collected Christmas gifts for 
sick and hospitalized children. 

Asked how it feels to see his efforts rec-
ognized by a major television news station, 
Sebastian said, “I just want to help people 
in need. I was surprised that the Kindness 
Club was going to be featured on ABC, 
and it made me really happy. Regardless, 
the news, the newspaper and everything 
else does not make me happier than help-
ing people.”

To view a clip of the ABC segment, visit 
www.catholicschoolsnj.org/kindness. 

Christine Lombardo is the director of 
school enrollment, communications and 
marketing of Catholic schools in the Arch-
diocese of Newark.

By Melissa McNally
Editor

By Christine Lombardo



DECEMBER 18, 2019 19LOCAL NEWS CATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. 
Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former 
host of Good Morning America and senior living advocate.

There’s no cost to you! 
(844) 684-7304

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

UNDERSTAND YOUR OPTIONS — Learn the different types of 
senior care available

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE — Our Advisors have the local knowledge to 
help you hand pick communities in your area

SIMPLIFY — Your dedicated Advisor will simplify your search and 
help schedule tours

Call today to connect with a 
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

Lightest  
wheelchair in 

the world!

Call 1.866.949.0073  
to get yours for ONLY $499

• ONLY 13.5 lbs!

• FREE seat and  
   back cushion

• FREE shipping

• Folds super small  
    into cars and closets

“ This chair is  
a lifesaver! Now my mum  

is not stuck at home, I take 
her everywhere. This chair 

is so light I can lift it into 
my car without straining 

my back and it folds  
in just 2 seconds!”

As light 
as a 

French 
Bulldog!

About 800 people attended the annual Catechist Convocation Nov. 16 at Paramus Catholic High School to help better develop the knowledge and skills necessary 
to be effective witnesses and teachers. Sponsored by the Catechetical Office of the Archdiocese of Newark, the bilingual event featured more than 30 English and 
Spanish language workshops. The convocation began with a morning prayer service presided by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. “We don’t need anybody to 
work as catechists, we need people to be catechists,” the cardinal said. “We need people whose hearts burn and then they’ll run to share that Good News with their 
brothers and sisters.” Cardinal Tobin said while visiting all 27 deaneries throughout the archdiocese, the need for lifelong faith formation was expressed. “Your 
work is not simply work, it is a vocation. The task is enormous, but God’s providence is always greater than our need,” he remarked. Catechists who have served 
within the archdiocese for several years were also recognized during the morning service.

Advocate photos-Melissa McNally
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They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent 
to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid 
with other o� ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use 
& Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-

policy or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.844.268.6313 | OmahaSteaks.com/good69

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VDH

AW19-1034

This is real dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company that helps pay for over 
350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even 
dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-888-774-5699
dental50plus.com/ca

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 

Call for dental coverage today to help save 
money on big  dental bills.

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

*L imit one of fer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.  
L ifet ime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solut ions. Expires 12/31/2019. L icense# 13VH08369400

®

Enjoy more space with custom pull-out shelves 
for your existing cabinets.

T R A N S F O R M  Y O U R  H O M E  A N D  
U P G R A D E  Y O U R  S T O R A G E

BUY 5, GET 1

FREE*

Schedule your free design consultation

(888)  660-6702
Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm EST

CALL 1-877-795-1865Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. 
Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin category purchased. Additional service charges are required and 
payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into 
Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, 
and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation 
Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping 
cruise tour. Spend 7 nights aboard 
Norwegian Cruise Line’s renovated 
Pride of America. Experience the Iao 
Valley on Maui, the beauty and charm 
of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-rich “Gold Coast,” 
and Kauai’s Na Pali coast and Waimea 
Canyon. Your land tour includes Pearl 
Harbor and Honolulu city tours, and time 
to relax on Waikiki Beach. Guided on 
Oahu by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020
12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT FREE INTERNET   FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE



Advocate Publishing Corp.
New Jersey Catholic   •  The Catholic Advocate  •  New Jersey Católico   •  Directory & Almanac

Learn more at www.RCAN.org

May the Joy of God’s Love  
that you feel at Christmas 

remain in your heart
throughout the New Year. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARKARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
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Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your loved ones 
at low cost?  Let us take the frustration out of finding the right person. 

Specializing in filipino caregivers.
We are just a phone call away. 

2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308 
Union, New Jersey 07083 Cell: (908) 209-5440
care.assist.nj@gmail.com  careassistonline.com 

COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968 

(All calls confidential)

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 66 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

A place of rest, illumination, 
peace, and closeness to God

www.loyola.org 
973-539-0740

exhibitions ~  lecturesfilms  ~  gallery  ~  talks

VISIT US @   

WWW.SMAFATHERS.ORG 

(201) 567-0450 

23  BLISS  AVENUE  

TENAFLY,  NJ  07670  

T H E  A F R I C A N  A R T  M U S E U M  
O F  T H E  S M A  F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, 
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the 
archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims of sexual 
abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

HELP WANTED

HEALTHCARE

RETREATS

CLERGY APPAREL

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

ART MUSEUM

FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the 
lower cost alternative to nursing 
homes or assisted living. Family 
Care Placement, LLC provides 
live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing 
the comfort of their own home.

Family Care Placement, LLC 
has been serving NYC, NJ, CT 
and LI since 2000, specializing 
in placing FILIPINO caregivers, 
nannies, housekeepers, and 
cooks. 
All candidates are fluent in 
English with great references 
for satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized  
placement services call 

Karen at (908)377-9375

NEED PRO-LIFE HOUSEMOTHERS
SHIFTS AVAILABLE  7-3:30, 3-11:30, 11-7
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for pregnant 
women in Ramsey, NJ is seeking kind, compassionate individuals, 
willing to serve God through those we help. Driver’s license required. 

Reply to: Susan Harper-Lloyd, 
email susanharperlloyd@aol.com, 
Or call 201-819-4699 (M-F 9-5)

TRAVEL

50+ year old publishing company seeking
customer service representative

to work with churches in your area.
Visit our website at customstudios.com

email normnyc@gmail.com • call 917.880.5656 

Customer Service Representative

Target  your local message to our 200+ Catholic parishes, 
schools and homes throughout  

Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union counties. 
ADVERTISE in an upcoming issue of  

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC magazine.
Contact Marge McCue, 

your representative to get started.

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org

As a valued reader of NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC 
magazine share the experience and consider 

buying a subscription for someone.

SUBSCRIBE online at 

www.njcatholicsubscribe.rcan.org  
or call (973) 497-4200.
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Helping someone cross over: 
A Christmas message
By Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu

I am reminded of a story a friend of 
mine once told me. It was rush hour on 
a hot, summer Friday afternoon on a lo-
cal road that fed into a major highway. 
Commuters were hoping to beat the traf-
fic headed down the shore. On a cross lane 
stood a blind man, who, because he over-
slept on the bus, passed his usual stop. Now 
he was in an unfamiliar territory. He stood 
there and repetitiously called out: “Please, 
someone help me cross over.” 

People on the road were so tuned into 
their own need to get where they were go-
ing that they either did not hear the plea of 
the blind man or they did not care about 
his call for help. My friend came by and 
said, “Yes, I will help you cross over.” He 
went on to walk the blind man through 
the busy street as some impatient drivers 
honked their horns. It took them some 
time to cross over to the other side. He 
then got onto another bus with the blind 
man and took him to the bus stop that he 
had missed. The blind man was now able 
to get on his way and continued his jour-
ney. 

This seems to me to be what Christ-
mas is all about—God coming down to 
us in human form to help us cross over, to 
help us cross over from darkness into light, 
from sin to redemption, from death to res-
urrection and from condemnation to sal-

vation. The true spirit of Christmas, there-
fore, lies in helping someone cross over. 

Life is filled with moments when we 
need someone or someone needs us to 
cross over, to beat the odds, to get up and 
get going again, to overcome the many 
challenges of life. The truth is that there 
is someone out there whose future is tied 
into my blessing, into my effort, into my 
fortune, into my help, into my compassion, 
into my encouragement and into my sup-
port. None of us has gotten to where we 
are in life without help. There is a village 
that helped to bring me to my present state 
in life. For someone in this world, some-
one who needs to cross over, someone who 
needs to get going, I am that village.

This is the true spirit of Christmas and 
a noble objective for the New Year. As chil-
dren of this world, we are the ones to make 
it a better place for all. So, let’s start giving; 
let’s start helping others cross over; let’s 
start being the bridge between failure and 
success, between hopelessness and aspira-
tion, between giving up and overcoming. 
The true spirit of Christmas is to be “God 
with us” for someone in this life. The grace 
to do this abounds in us; what is needed is 
for us to continue to call it forth into exis-
tence.   

May the good Lord grant us the grace 
for this action. Amen! 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu is pastor of St. 
Michael the Archangel Parish in Union. 

Submitted photo
Lay organization Friends of Delille helped make Christmas a little merrier for 
some children. The group received gifts from Hackensack Meridian Health 
Mountainside Medical Center in Montclair to be distributed to children whose 
parents are incarcerated. The effort was made possible through the Angel Tree 
prison ministry. From left to right: Protestant chaplain Dr. Ingrid Singh; nurse 
Maryann Hutton; Director of Pastoral Care Father Tom Cembor; receptionist 
Gina Aubreu; and Friends of Delille Coordinator Susan Rich. Toys were also 
donated by parishioners from St. Peter Claver, Montclair; Holy Name of Jesus, 
East Orange; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Montclair; and Presentation, Upper 
Saddle River.

Submitted photos
Students at Hudson Catholic Regional High School in Jersey City are doing their part to give back during the holidays. Last month, they collected more than 1,500 
cans to donate to local food banks. They also collected more than 500 toys to give to those in need. Hudson Catholic students compete all year for the LaSallian 
Cup, which is given to the homeroom that does the most for others. Both the toy drive and the food drive were won by the freshmen. In fact, the freshman class 
collected over 1,000 of the canned goods and over 200 of the toys. “I’m really proud of my kids for being so generous this holiday season and giving back to those 
less fortunate,” said teacher Melissa Rosales, whose homeroom collected the most items for both drives. “It’s great that our freshmen are so involved.”
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
For Our Catholic Community

www.CatholicJourney.org  
866-PRE-PLAN (773-7526)

Please join us in providing non-perishable 
food items that will be distributed to local 

food pantries to help feed those who are less 
fortunate in our Archdiocese.

Donations may be dropped off during 
business hours in the offices of all 

Archdiocesan mausoleums 
now through January 5, 2020.  

For cemetery locations, visit ww.rcancem.org.

Feeding the hungry is one of the most basic acts of loving kindness and is one of the 
seven Corporal Works of Mercy. (Other Corporal Works of Mercy include clothing the 

naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick, and burial of the dead. ) 
Donating food or funds on behalf of a departed loved one is a wonderful gift 

that truly honors their memory in a tangible way.  

Keep Christ in Christmas. Help feed the hungry.

Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark Proudly Sponsors its Annual

Donate Online 
Financial donations are welcome 

www.rcancem.org/donate


