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Photo courtesy of Church of the Presentation
Father Jesus Carlo Merino and Business Manager Bob Rooney with camera equipment at Church of the Presentation in Upper Saddle River . “Clearly now is the time 
to double down on our media presence,” said Presentation’s pastor, Father Robert Stagg . For the full story, turn to page 13 .

Archdiocese announces consolidation of school community
The Archdiocese of Newark announced the consolidation of its school community and the closure of nine archdiocesan-operated elementary schools at the end of this school 

year. The decision was a result of archdiocesan strategic planning efforts to strengthen the overall school program and ensure a sustainable future for local Catholic education. 
Cristo Rey Newark High School, a member of the Cristo Rey Network®, also will close due to lack of operational viability, as per a resolution adopted by the school’s board.

Continued on page 2



MAY 13, 20202 LOCAL NEWSCATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

NJPA
New Jersey Press Association

 ADVOCATE
THE CATHOLIC

Cardinal Joseph W.  Tobin, C.Ss.R.,  Archbishop of Newark, President and Publisher
Kelly Marsicano  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Associate Publisher  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Kelly .Marsicano@rcan .org
Melissa McNally  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Editor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Melissa .McNally@rcan .org
Sharon Reitz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Graphic Artist  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sharon .Reitz@rcan .org
Mark Chrisco  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Circulation Coordinator  .  .  .  .Mark .Chriscoa@rcan .org
Marge Pearson-McCue  .  .  .  . Director of Advertising  .  .  .  .  .Marge .Pearson-McCue@rcan .org

Publisher’s statement:
The Catholic Advocate is published 13 x per year (Jan . 22, Feb . 12, March 11,  April 8, May 13,  June 10, June 24, July 15,  
Aug .19, Sept . 9, Oct . 14, Nov . 18 & Dec . 16) by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark at 171 Clifton Ave ., 
Newark NJ 07104-9500 .  Periodical postage is paid at Newark, NJ and at additional offices.
Postmaster: Please send address changes to:  The Catholic Advocate, 171 Clifton Ave ., Newark NJ 07104-1019

Office hOurs:
Monday thru Friday  •  8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Tel: 973-497-4200  •  Fax: 973-497-4192  •  Web: www .rcan .org
advertising:
The Catholic Advocate does not endorse the services and goods advertised in its pages .   
Acceptance of advertisers and advertising copy is subject to the publisher’s approval .   
Neither the publication nor publisher shall be liable for damages if an advertisement 
fails to be published or for any error in an advertisement . 

SUBMISSIONS & STORY IDEAS:
submissions@rcan .org

USPS-008-380
ISSN# 1084-3213

FACEBOOK .COM/
NWKARCHDIOCESE

@NWKARCHDIOCESE
ON INSTAGRAM

@NWKARCHDIOCESE
ON TWITTER

The elementary schools are:
• Academy of St. Therese of Lisieux, 

Cresskill
• St. Anne School, Fair Lawn 
• Trinity Academy, Caldwell 
• Good Shepherd Academy, Irvington  
• Our Lady Help of Christians School, 

East Orange 
• St. James the Apostle School, Spring-

field 
• The Academy of Our Lady of Peace, 

New Providence 
• Holy Spirit School, Union 
• St. Genevieve School, Elizabeth 
All 10 schools will remain active 

through the end of the school year, with 
lessons and assignments continuing to be 
administered via distance learning plat-
forms in compliance with the statewide 
mandate.

The announcement follows similar de-
cisions by other Catholic dioceses and re-
ligious orders in the region. Nationwide, 
changing demographics and increased 
competition from public and secular pri-
vate schools have contributed to ongoing 
declines in Catholic school enrollment, 
decreasing the long-term viability of many 
school communities.  

Under present circumstances, arch-
diocesan financial support to its Cath-
olic elementary schools would total ap-
proximately $80 million in the next five 
years. Unsustainable levels of subsidy, a 
result of significant enrollment decreases,  
have affected the continued operational 
standing of a number of school commu-
nities. Continued financial support at this 
level would diminish the archdiocese’s 

ability to strategically reinvest in strength-
ening Catholic education overall. The de-
cision to pursue closure for these school 
communities was made after considerable 
review and planning by the Archdiocese 
of Newark’s Schools Strategy Commit-
tee, comprised of religious and lay pro-
fessionals. The group included education 
experts with knowledge of local Catholic  
education.

Factors considered by the Schools 
Strategy Committee in assessing the situ-
ation at these schools included declining 
enrollment numbers and increasing and 
unsustainable dependence on archdioce-
san funding over time. Consideration was 
also given to proximity to nearby matched 
archdiocesan schools that will accommo-
date new students. 

“We recognize that this is an incredibly 
sad time for our school communities, es-
pecially during this pandemic crisis,” said 
Barbara Dolan, acting superintendent of 
schools for the Archdiocese of Newark. 
“Every effort will be made to find a Cath-
olic school for those families interested in 
continuing to provide a Catholic educa-
tion for their children in the next academ-
ic year.” 

The process to identify affected schools 
and pursue this plan began before the 
COVID-19 crisis, and the decision is not 
directly linked to the pandemic. Archdi-
ocesan officials noted, however, that the 
crisis has further weakened the econom-
ic position of the schools and other min-
istries. 

Due to continued pandemic-relat-
ed restrictions on in-person gather-
ings and the statewide closure of school 
buildings, the archdiocese was unable 
to pursue its original plan of in-person 
notification to faculty and staff. School 
communities and staff received noti-
fications via videoconferencing and  

Continued from page 1

School closures emailed letters. 
A comprehensive 

support effort, in-
cluding the distri-
bution of a Parent 
and Student Support 
Guide and other re-
sources for the school 
community, will con-
tinue in the coming 
months.

Cardinal Joseph W. 
Tobin, C.Ss.R., ex-
pressed the archdio-
cese’s sadness at the 
necessity of this de-
cision. “I want to ac-
knowledge the pain 
experienced by the 
students and their 
families, teachers, staff, 
administrators, pas-
tors and parishioners 
and all who are affect-
ed by these difficult 
decisions,” Cardinal Tobin said. “We are 
committed to placing these students into 
nearby archdiocesan schools, all of which 
are fully prepared to welcome them, ac-
commodate them and provide them 
with a continuing, outstanding Catholic  
education.” 

Cardinal Tobin added: “This is a cru-
cial time for the sustainability and suc-
cess of our Catholic schools. They contin-
ue to be a priority for the Archdiocese of 
Newark. However, the archdiocese could 
not ignore the dual threats of declining 
enrollment and rapidly increased subsi-
dies that were necessary to sustain every  
school.”

Archdiocesan officials emphasized 
continued commitment to the future of 
Catholic education and the hope that stu-
dents and families will choose to continue 

• For families and students transitioning to new archdiocesan school communities in the upcoming academic 
year, the archdiocese will provide special tuition assistance for the first year, where appropriate, in addition 
to educational resources to help families make decisions for their students’ continued Catholic education.

• Taking into consideration the specific needs of some families with students with disabilities, the archdiocese 
has developed additional resources to help those families understand the levels of support that new Catholic 
school communities will provide in comparison to the services offered at their former schools.

• For affected principals, teachers and staff, the archdiocese has partnered with a career services organization 
to support their search for new opportunities inside or outside of the archdiocese.  

• The archdiocese will provide financial and logistical support to parishes, including consideration for students 
who attend religious education classes in closing school buildings.

• The archdiocese will make available to parents and families its principals and schools strategy team members 
to explain processes related to the closure of schools and continuing their education at another Catholic 
school community (e.g., registration, records transfer).

their Catholic education within the Arch-
diocese of Newark. 

“By consolidating into fewer schools, 
we make each school stronger and more 
viable, and help ensure that our mission 
will be sustained,” Dolan said. 

School building properties are owned 
by the local parishes with which schools 
are affiliated. Any financial benefit realized 
from any future rental or sale of a school 
building would remain at the parish level 
or would be reinvested to strengthen the 
schools’ program and help support the 
continuation of Catholic education. Any 
school funds available following closure 
will remain with the affiliated parish.

Photos courtesy of the schools
Holy Spirit School, Union

For Cardinal Tobin’s letter to the 
faithful about the school closures, 
visit www .rcan .org .
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Waiting to be Catholic
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

Photo courtesy of St . Ann Parish
Ned Carr with his fiancée, Brianna Concialdi, during the Rite of Election March 1 
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart .

While many Catholics are missing 
the community of their parish 
during the coronavirus pandem-

ic, others are still waiting to become part of 
that community.

Edward Carr, who goes by Ned, is one of 
those people. He was expecting to be fully 
initiated into the Church during the Easter 
Vigil along with about 350 other catechu-
mens throughout the archdiocese. Howev-
er, the suspension of public Masses put that 
plan temporarily on hold. 

“I was disappointed, but I don’t think 
there was really any choice,” Carr said. “I 
think this is just another challenge in the 
journey that we’re all going through togeth-
er. When we come out of this crisis, it’s go-
ing to be that much better.”

Carr explained that his future sister- and 
brother-in-law introduced him to the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) at 
St. Ann Parish in Hoboken. “I’m getting 
married this October. For my future wife, 
I thought it would be a nice thing to do to 
join the Catholic Church,” he said. 

Carr added that he was raised with 
Christian values, but didn’t have any type of 
organized religion growing up. “Learning 
more about the faith has given me a great 
understanding of what it is and what I have 
to look forward to. It’s gotten me closer to 
God,” he stated. “From my experience so 
far, (the best part) is the community. The re-
lationships I’ve made have been awesome.”

That sense of community was rein-
forced for Carr during the Rite of Election 
on March 1 at the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart in Newark. During the cere-
mony, catechumens, alongside their spon-
sors, publicly declared their desire to re-
ceive the sacraments of baptism, Eucharist 
and confirmation.

“That was my first time going to the ca-
thedral. The building itself was incredible. 
That was the first time I heard Cardinal (Jo-
seph) Tobin speak in person. It was a really 
cool experience,” he recalled. “I thought the 
fact that it was in multiple languages was re-
ally nice. You have this really diverse com-
munity, but we’re all unified by the faith.”

While Carr waits patiently to join the 
Church, he remains in contact with his cat-
echists and is continuing his studies. “The 
RCIA team at St. Ann Church has done a 
really good job of keeping the group to-
gether. We have an online meeting every 
Sunday and then we watch Mass togeth-
er,” explained Carr, who is the only cat-
echumen in their group. The others are 
candidates, which means they were previ-
ously baptized but didn’t receive full initia-
tion into the Church. “We’re still doing the 
meetings and having the catechesis. It’s not 
the same as doing it in person, but it feels 
like we haven’t missed a beat.” 

“Over the past six weeks, the program 
has evolved into a community of young 
adult believers,” said Cheryl James, the di-
rector of RCIA at St. Ann’s. “These meet-
ings provide a platform for our candidates 
to discuss their budding faith and have 
become a safe haven for them to contin-
ue to function normally in a very uncer-
tain world. Several times our candidates 
expressed their appreciation by thanking 
us for providing them with an opportunity 
to meet and express their feelings and ask 
questions. In turn, we listen and encourage 
them to trust in God.”

When public worship resumes, celebra-
tions of full initiation for catechumens, as 
well as different rituals to complete the ini-
tiation of candidates, will take place at their 
respective parishes.

“It’s all part of God’s plan, and we need 
to accept it and hope and pray for the best,” 
Carr reflected.
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‘Last responders’ welcome visitors back to 
Catholic cemeteries with hope and caution
By Maxim Almenas

For many Catholics, this year’s Moth-
er’s Day was a day of remembrance, 
of mourning or just being still in a 

cemetery or mausoleum while the world 
grapples with a pandemic.

Cemeteries and mausoleums of the 
Archdiocese of Newark reopened May 
10 with limitations after  coronavi-
rus forced Catholic Cemeteries to lim-
it access to help curtail the spread of 
the virus and to protect visitors and  
staff.  

Ever since COVID-19 began taking 
lives at an unprecedented rate, daily sto-
ries of heroic first responders on the front  
lines have emerged. Amid this crisis 
are also the “last responders,” who are 
not as well known to the general pub-
lic. They care for the dead and grieving 
families every day, while risking their 
health and safety to perform the essential  
corporal work of mercy to bury the dead. 
They include cemetery maintenance per-
sonnel, memorial planning advisors, cus-
tomer service representatives, office ex-
ecutives, superintendents, foremen and 
gravediggers. Along with the clergy, they, 
too, are on the front lines of this pandem-
ic, burying the deceased and consoling 
families.

    “This is our mission. We must meet 
the great demand to bury the remains of 
our beloved dead with trust, respect and 
dignity while taking precautions to keep 
safe,” said Father Michael Barone, chap-
lain for Catholic Cemeteries of the Arch-

diocese of Newark. 
The number of positive COVID-19 

cases and deaths in New Jersey has 
been among the highest in the coun-
try, only second to its neighbor New 
York. Catholic cemeteries and mausole-

ums across Bergen, Hudson, Essex and 
Union counties have experienced some 
of the greatest impact due to population  
density.

 Rosemarie Gardas, one of several 
customer service representatives at Holy 
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington, re-
called how inquiries from families seeking 
burial arrangements went from manage-
able to highly challenging.

Photo by Maxim Almenas
Robert Mauriello, director of operations for Catholic Cemeteries (left), and Richard M . Finan Jr ., foreman at Holy Cross 
Cemetery and Mausoleum, wear face masks while flanking a new banner featuring a cemetery map and a QR code to help 
visitors find loved ones, along with safety directives due to COVID-19 . Six cemetery locations feature these new banners .

Continued on page 17
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A Mother’s Day tribute to 
Carolyn Martins-Reitz
By Kelly Marsicano and Melissa McNally

This month, as we honor all mothers, 
we want to pay tribute to one of our 
own—Carolyn Martins-Reitz. Caro-

lyn was a graphic designer for the Archdi-
ocese of Newark. She helped create the lay-
out for the very newspaper you’re reading 
now. Sadly, on March 28, we lost Carolyn to 
COVID-19. The legacy she leaves behind is 
that of being a woman of faith and a dedi-
cated mother of two with a strong passion 
for art.

“(She was) 100 percent devoted to ev-
erybody’s well-being,” said Rudy Reitz, Car-
olyn’s husband of more than 20 years. “De-
spite her own health issues, she was devoted 
to making sure everyone else was OK; com-
pletely selfless.”

Carolyn lived in Kearny with her hus-
band, her son, Thomas Martins, and her 
daughter, Sharon Reitz. They attended Mass 
together as a family at St. Casimir Parish in 
Newark, where each of them was actively in-
volved. Carolyn was a lector and president 
of the Holy Rosary Society. She also helped 
decorate the parish for Christmas and Eas-
ter and renovated several of the church’s stat-
ues. Rudy is an usher and assists with parish 
fundraisers. Thomas and Sharon were both 
altar servers.

“My mom was very faithful. She made 
sure that we were always doing the right 
thing and on the right path. She was always 
leading us properly in faith,” reflected Sha-
ron.

“She was extremely devoted to the 
Church,” Rudy added. “She was passionate 
about praying.”

Rudy said what he loved most about Car-
olyn was her love of life and her strength. 
“She had to be strong to make sure Thomas 
was always cared for.”

Thomas was born with Down syndrome. 
Carolyn served as his primary caregiver and 
helped him communicate with the world. 

Thomas and his mother were known for 
their close relationship.

“Carolyn and Thomas had 
a beautiful bond, as evidenced 
each Sunday when they attend-
ed Mass together as a family,” 
explained Father Andrew Os-

taszewski, the pastor of St. Casi-
mir’s. “It was important to Caro-

lyn that Thomas exceled in all that 
he set his mind to.”  

In late March, the mother and 
son starting showing symp-

toms of the coronavi-
rus. Rudy said that, 
aside from seeing 
his mother taken 
away by paramed-

ics, Thomas was never fully aware of the sit-
uation. Shortly after, he was admitted to the 
hospital with pneumonia. Thomas died just 
nine days after his mother on April 6—his 
30th birthday. 

“He was always bubbly, always smil-
ing. Anyone who came near him, he loved,” 
Rudy said of his stepson. 

“Thomas was the sweetest person I’ve 
ever known. He was always cheerful, never 
sad and always made everyone happy. The 
world is definitely a lot sadder without him,” 
Sharon noted.

She said her older brother was an 
“all-knowing technology person and a 

Photos courtesy of Rudy Reitz

Pokémon wizard” who loved videos games. 
The two of them bonded over trips to Star-
bucks and Barnes and Noble. 

Sharon, who is also a graphic designer at 
the archdiocese, graduates this month from 
the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan, her 
mother’s alma mater.

“Our connection was always through 
art,” she said. “We would make it a point to 
visit all the major museums in New York 
City and attend gallery shows together.”

One of their favorite things to do was pe-
ruse the shelves of art supply stores, looking 
for unique colors, paints and projects.

“We used to joke that our house was like 

a mini art sup-
ply store,” Sha-
ron recalled. “We 
would critique 
each other’s work 
and bounce ideas off 
of each other.” 

When the mother and daugh-
ter became co-workers, the sup-
port remained. “My mom was a re-
source of information. It was always 
fun to collaborate, and we enjoyed 
talking about the day together at 
the dinner table,” she said.

Now, Sharon and her dad are 
there to support one another. 
“We try to be around each oth-
er as much as possible. Grief comes 
in waves so when one person is strong and 
the other isn’t, it’s good to have that support,” 
Sharon explained.

“I consider ourselves very fortunate that 
we have a lot of people who care for us,” 
Rudy added. “A lot of people who are sup-
porting us are church parishioners. It’s like 
an extended family. They are just wonderful 
people.”

Rudy said Catholic Cemeteries of the 
Archdiocese of Newark has also been ex-
tremely helpful. Carolyn and Thomas will 
be interred next to each other at Holy Cross 
Cemetery and Mausoleum in North Arling-
ton. Even in death, they will remain togeth-
er. 

“(It’s) very powerful,” Rudy said. “It’s a 
beautiful thing.” 
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‘Faith Alive @ Home’ promotes 
catechesis during quarantine
By Melissa McNally
Editor

The Catechetical Office of the 
Archdiocese of Newark has cre-
ated a resource to assist fami-

lies in prayer and family life amid the 
coronavirus outbreak. “Faith Alive @ 
Home,” provided in both English and 
Spanish, contains links and other re-
sources to encourage faith formation 
while families are in lockdown.

There are online offerings through 
a partnership with the University of 
Dayton’s Virtual Learning Communi-
ty for Faith Formation. The Universi-
ty of Notre Dame’s McGrath Institute 
for Church Life has also made available 
some of their online courses at no cost, 
explained Patty Rodriguez, associate 
director for Catechist Formation and 
Enrichment.

“The Catechetical Office is work-
ing to develop further opportunities 
through the use of a learning manage-
ment system that will provide a plat-
form for the archdiocese to provide 
online content and build courses that 
encourage and inspire the faithful to 
grow in their knowledge of the Catho-
lic faith and to ultimately deepen their 
relationship with the Lord,” Rodriquez 
said.

Ronald L. Pihokker, director of the 
Catechetical Office, hopes “Faith Alive 
@ Home” will help families become 
more engaged with the Church. “Par-
ents are and have always been regard-
ed as the primary catechists of their 
children. Anything our office can do to 
support parents in this role is central to 
our purpose,” he said. “In this unique 
time of isolation and quarantine, par-
ents have an enhanced role to play in 
continuing the religious formation of 
their children.”

Joanne DePasquale-Parent, asso-
ciate director for Adult and Family  
Catechesis, agreed. “Parents are now 
required to be their children’s school 
teachers and faith formation catechists 
in addition to being their providers 
and protectors,” she noted. “Our homes 
have now become school buildings  
and churches. The pressure is on for 
sure.”

To address the concern, the first 
edition of “Faith Alive @ Home” fo-
cused on the domestic Church and  
creating sacred space at home. “The 
domestic Church needs to thrive 
now to ensure that the faith of our 
children will thrive in the future.  
Once quarantine has ended, we will 
need strong families of faith to re-es-
tablish strong communities of faith 
at our parishes,” DePasquale-Parent  
said.

Gathering resources for the online 

guide required a great deal of self-re-
flection, according to DePasquale-Par-
ent. “The process of creating the ‘Faith 
Alive @ Home’ resource involves a lot 
of time in prayer and surrender,” she 
explained. “The whole idea for this re-
source came through prayer.”

 DePasquale-Parent had to discern 
how to best support parish catechet-
ical leaders to aid families with faith 
formation once parishes and programs 
closed. After asking “God for direction” 
the idea came to her.  

“I have to be honest, I was unsure 
about it initially since it would be my 
first attempt at creating a resource  
like this. Also, I had about a week to 
put the first one together for Palm Sun-
day and Holy Week and to coordinate 
the translation into Spanish, so I felt 
the pressure,” DePasquale-Parent con-
fessed.

She credited Pihokker and the “vi-
brant, innovative and faith-filled” Cat-
echetical Office staff with helping to put 
the resource together. “The template, 
the images, the resources, the ideas for 
each section and all of it were inspired 
through prayer and the creativity of the 
Holy Spirit,” she said. “It is super hum-
bling, and my heart is full of gratitude 
for the love of God for our families and 
for us all.”

The May edition of “Faith Alive @ 
Home” features a Marian theme and a 
celebration of mothers at home. 

“This time in quarantine helps us to 
focus our disciple-making mission in 
our homes and with our families,” De-
Pasquale-Parent said. “This demands 
that we focus on our own relation-
ship with God.  We cannot give what 
we do not have. In order to have the 
faith required to help our children and  
ourselves through this pandem-
ic, we have to stay close to God and  
strengthen our relationship with Him 
daily.”

For more information, visit www.
rcan.org/catechetical.
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Chaplains on the spiritual 
front lines of the crisis
By Melissa McNally
Editor

Doctors and nurses in local hospi-
tals are on the front lines of the 
fight against COVID-19. Hospi-

tal chaplains, who provide pastoral care to 
both patients and staff, are also an invalu-
able resource in the battle. 

“The situation at the hospital present-
ly is very challenging because both doc-
tors and nurses are in dire need of God’s 
strength to pull through this crisis,” said 
Father Peter Iwuala, chaplain at Clara 
Maass Medical Center in Belleville. “It is 
not easy. The situation is characterized by 
fear, anxiety and weakness, but God is sus-
taining everyone.”

Like the health care workers and staff, 
chaplains who visit patients wear person-
al protective equipment (PPE), including 
body suits, masks and gloves. 

Father Malachy E. Odoh, chaplain at St. 
Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, 
has witnessed the dramatically different 
hospital environment since the pandem-
ic. “(Hospital staff) will not allow you to 
come close, and the rooms are very exclu-
sive,” he said. Father Odoh celebrates Mass 
three times a week in the hospital chapel, 
which is broadcast in the patients’ rooms. 

Along with a Baptist minister and a 
rabbi, Father Odoh provides spiritual care 
and emotional support to the hospital staff 
and patients. On the weekends, he works 
remotely from his residence at Holy Spir-

it and Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 
in East Orange. “Even when I’m at home, 
they still call,” he said.

Although the current crisis is unnerv-
ing, Father Odoh explained that provid-
ing prayer and hope are effective. “It is im-
portant to remember that God is always in 
charge,” he said.

“My message to the faithful of the arch-
diocese is that there is no burden in life 
that God cannot help us overcome,” Father 
Iwuala added. “Let us not give up in the 
face of this challenge. Be patient. God will 
bring a lasting solution to this devastation. 
Together, we will get through this crisis.”

Submitted photo
Father Peter Iwuala, chaplain at Clara 
Maass Medical Center in Belleville .

Submitted photos
After nearly two months, Mercy House, a ministry of the Respect Life Office of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, reopened its doors May 5 . The resource and referral cen-
ter for individuals and families in need was closed by the archdiocese on March 
13 amid the coronavirus pandemic . Upon seeing the growing need for the Clinton 
Avenue facility, archdiocesan officials are allowing Mercy House volunteers to 
hand out essential items, like food, toiletries and clothes, once a week . In order 
to keep everyone safe, volunteers are wearing masks and gloves, and patrons are 
not permitted inside; items are being distributed from the front door . “It makes 
me so happy to be able to serve the community again,” said Cheryl Riley, the 
director of the Respect Life Office and Mercy House . “It broke my heart when 
we had to close . So many people depend on us .” Riley said they are in need of 
supplies . If you’d like to donate items, please call 201-650-2961 or email cheryl .
riley@rcan .org . 
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Five reasons we turn to Mary in times of crisis
By Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.

Earlier this year when the devastat-
ing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
became clear, and thousands—then mil-
lions—of people throughout the world 
were affected by physical, spiritual, eco-
nomic and psychological hardships, in-
cluding severe sickness and death, I be-
gan to implore the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Health of the Sick, on a daily basis for 
her intercession and help. Throughout 
the ages, Christians have turned to Mary 
in times of war, pestilence and famine. In 
troubled times like these, she is a sure ref-
uge, a source of comfort and hope. 

My religious order, the Congregation 
of the Most Holy Redeemer (Redempto-
rists) maintains a particular devotion to 
Mary under the title Mater de Perpetuo 
Succursu (Mother of Perpetual Help). As 
guardians of the 15th century Byzantine 
icon that bears this holy name, for more 
than 150 years my community has pro-
moted devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help as a means of helping people in all re-
gions of the world draw closer to Mary, the 
Mother of God and our mother. 

Pope Francis has frequently said 
that his favorite image for the Church is 
her motherhood. “The Church is femi-
nine,” Pope Francis said. “She is a moth-
er.” Of course, Mary is the model, the  
inspiration for the Church’s motherhood 
and for all that is holy, compassionate 

and loving in the Church’s life and minis-
try. When Mary’s influence is missing or 
weak, the Church no longer acts as a lov-
ing mother. 

That’s why we should turn to Mary in 
both good times and troubled times. As 
Mother of Perpetual Help, she is always 
ready to assist us, always there for us, con-
stantly prepared to seek her Son’s guidance 
and support for all her children. Especially 
in times of grave danger, such as the cur-
rent pandemic, Mary offers hope, healing 
and comfort to all who are in need of her 
maternal care. 

As I reflect on our current crisis, and 
the serious challenges it presents to indi-
viduals, families, communities and na-
tions in all regions of the world, I see five 
major reasons (among many more) why 
we should turn to Mary our mother for 
her intercession and help. 

Here are my five reasons. 
1. People are sick and dying. Through-

out the Church’s history, Christians have 
sought Mary’s intercession in times of 
serious illness, including pestilence and 
plagues. As a loving mother, Mary always 
responds with comfort and the healing 
grace of her Son. 

Most Holy Mother, Health of the Sick, 
please stay close to all who are suffering 
from the effects of this deadly virus. Com-
fort those who mourn the loss of loved ones. 
Encourage caregivers, first responders and 
all who provide essential services often at 
great risk to themselves. 

2. People are frightened, lonely and 
depressed. Mary’s loving presence of-
fers courage and hope during frighten-
ing times, especially when we are isolated 
from family and friends. She reassures us 
and reminds us that we are never alone, 
never without the consolation and hope 
won for us by her Son’s suffering, death 
and resurrection to new life. 

Mother of Holy Hope, inspire us by 
your perseverance and courage. Help us see  
that we are not going through this time of 
trial alone. Show us the way to Jesus, and 

help us to accept your loving presence as 
a sure sign that, even in this time of social 
distancing, your Son holds us in His loving 
embrace and says to each one of us: “Be not 
afraid!” 

3. People are out of work or afraid 
they will lose their jobs. Mary is alternate-
ly invoked as Our Lady of Abundance and 
as Mother of the Poor. She stands with us 
when the economy is growing and when 
there is widespread poverty and unem-
ployment. She reminds us to be good stew-
ards of all God’s gifts and to share gener-
ously with others, especially the poor. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of 
all the Americas, you know the riches and 
the poverty of the lands we share with all 
our sisters and brothers here. Teach us to 
be grateful and generous stewards. Inter-
cede for all who are poor. Reassure all who 
are frightened. Help us to help each other 
so that no one has to go without his or her 
share of God’s abundance. 

4. People are longing for the sacra-
ments, especially the Eucharist. Mary 
shows us the way to her Son. She is a sac-
rament of God’s presence in the world, 
the Gateway to Grace and a model for the 
Church’s prayer and worship. Deprived 
of access to the sacraments, and to litur-
gy cum populo (with our sisters and broth-
ers), we understandably turn to Mary in 
the rosary and other devotional prayers to 
help fill the spiritual gaps that exist in our 
lives. 

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. 
Teach us to seek and find your Son, Jesus, 
in the prayer and worship of the Church, in 
the sacraments and in intercessory prayers 
to you and all the saints. Queen of the Most 
Holy Rosary, help us to be patient and un-
derstanding until the day we can safely re-
open our churches and once again make the 
sacraments available to all. 

5. People need wise, prudent and 
compassionate leadership—now more 
than ever. Mary is the Mother of the Good 
Shepherd. His teaching and example pow-
erfully illustrate the meaning and vital im-

portance of servant leadership. We im-
plore the Mother of our Lord to help all 
our leaders in society and in the Church 
set aside their personal and political agen-
das so that they can place the needs of oth-
ers first and foremost. 

Mother of Justice and of Mercy, pray for 
all who are leaders. Inspire us by your obe-
dience to God’s will and your readiness to 
sacrifice your own needs and desires for the 
good of all. Open our minds and hearts to 
the selfless witness given to us by your Son 
so that we can lead our people with humili-
ty, wisdom and courage. 

In conclusion, I would like to, once 
again, make my own Pope Francis’ prayer 
to Our Lady, Health of the Sick, which 
uses the words of an ancient prayer, Sub 
tuum praesidium, actually the oldest hymn 
to Mary, the Mother of God, to implore 
her protection during the coronavirus 
pandemic: 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our 
journey as a sign of salvation and hope. We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the cross you participated in 
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. You know 
what we need. We are certain that you will 
provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Gal-
ilee, joy and feasting might return after this 
moment of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s 
will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who 
took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore 
our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our 
pleas, we who are put to the test, and deliver 
us from every danger, O glorious and bless-
ed Virgin. Amen. 

Holy Mary, we entrust to your mater-
nal care the health and safety of all our 
brothers and sisters here in the Archdio-
cese of Newark and throughout the world. 
Help us to trust in the healing power of 
your Son and to stay close to one anoth-
er spiritually even as we are required to 
maintain a safe distance physically. 

The Archdiocese of Newark 
joined other dioceses through-
out the United States and 
Canada in a formal reconsecra-
tion of our countries to Mary, 
Mother of the Church . Cardinal 
Joseph W . Tobin, C .Ss .R ., lead 
a bilingual livestreamed prayer 
service on May 1 from the 
Lady Chapel in the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in 
Newark . “An act of consecra-
tion is meant to be a remind-
er to all of us of the Blessed 
Mother’s witness to the Gospel 
and to ask for her intercession 
before her Son on behalf of 
those in need,” the cardinal 
reflected . To view the prayer 
service, visit www .youtube .
com/nwkarchdiocese . 

Advocate photos-Jai Agnish
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It was a Holy Week and Easter like none other . Instead of gathering with family 
and friends at local parishes, faithful gathered around TVs, computers and cell-
phones in their own homes to watch livestreamed Masses . Thousands tuned 
in to Cardinal Joseph W . Tobin’s Holy Week celebrations and Easter Sunday 
Mass, which were livestreamed from the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
in Newark . The Easter Sunday Mass was simultaneously broadcast on the arch-
diocese’s social media channels and News 12+ . In his homily, Cardinal Tobin 
said this Easter feels like an unwelcome extension of Lent, but there is light 
among the darkness . “Because of the empty tomb, all the sacrifices that love 
bids us make on Easter 2020 are united to the One who displayed the greatest 
love of all: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” he said . “Despite all our 
present limitations, something has been enkindled this Easter, a light more 
faithful than the morning star, which never sets . Jesus has come back from the 
dead and shed His peaceful light on humanity . This is the Light we had been 
hoping for .”

Advocate photos-Jai Agnish, Kelly Marsicano and Melissa McNally



MAY 13, 2020 11LOCAL NEWS CATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

SFIC helping families hit hard by pandemic
By Miguel Flores

Amid the COVID-19 crisis, the 
Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Chil-
dren (SFIC) is working diligently to 
meet its mission—providing students 
from low-income families with par-
tial-tuition scholarships to Catholic 
schools in the archdiocese. 

The organization has reached out 
to many of the 1,600 families it serves 

Keeping the spirit of community 
and togetherness alive across 
archdiocesan schools
By Christine Lombardo

Without a doubt, the global pan-
demic of 2020 will be remem-
bered as a time in which hu-

mans were tested and challenged in a 
myriad of ways many of us could have 
never seen coming. As educators, we are 
keenly aware of the impact the outside 
world has on our students’ development. 
And while we have embraced the move to-
ward remote learning, we would be remiss 
not to acknowledge that even the best dis-
tance-learning curriculum may fall short 
of meeting our innately human need to 
connect with our peers.

From the onset of our transition to 
teaching and learning from home, Cath-
olic schools in the Archdiocese of New-
ark have recognized students’ need to 
bond with their classmates, and we are 
proud to report that our schools have 
found numerous ways to keep their spir-
ited communities alive. Here is a round-
up of what community looks like across 
our schools during these unprecedented  
times.

For more community spirit, visit www.
rcan.org/news. 

Christine Lombardo is the director for 
school enrollment, communication and 
marketing.

Submitted photos
Salesian Sisters of St . Theresa School in Kenilworth, where an anonymous bene-
factor left inspiring balloon signs over the main entrance, show off their own 
inspirational message to the school community .

Immaculate Heart Academy Senior Kerri Woolley shows her school spirit on the 
first spring-like day of 2020 while staying home due to the COVID-19 pandemic .

Students at Academy of Our Lady of Grace in Fairview show off their best super-
hero looks from their recent virtual spirit week during which they recognized 
some of the everyday heroes of these times, including students like themselves .

throughout Bergen, Hudson, Essex and 
Union counties to check on students 
and get a sense of what was on parents’  
minds. 

As you can imagine, the economic im-
pact of the coronavirus is hitting work-
ing-class families hard. With parents out 
of work, many expressed concerns about 
their savings running short, whether 
their job will still exist by the time the 
crisis passes and whether they will be 

able to afford tuition for the new school  
year.

As a result, SFIC launched a series 
of fundraising efforts to help meet the 
funding gap. A successful GoFundMe 
emergency campaign helped raise more 
than $25,000 alone. The nonprofit is also 
reaching out to longtime supporters to 
ensure as many families as possible can 
continue to afford a high-quality educa-
tion for their children.

“Although times have been rough, 
we are incredibly happy with the re-
sponse of supporters from all walks 
of life,” said Dr. Michelle Hartman, 
chief executive officer of SFIC. “To-
gether, with the help of people who 
care, we know we will be able to meet 
the needs of low-income families who 
want to continue to be part of the 
Catholic educational system.”

For more information on how you 
can help, visit www.sficnj.org.

Miguel Flores is the grants and mar-
keting manager for SFIC.
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“The Rosary is a prayer that 
always accompanies me; 

it is also the prayer of the 

ordinary people and the saints... 

it is a prayer from my heart.”
- Pope Francis
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Little Flower Parish blesses neighbors during quarantine
By Jai Agnish 
Communications Manager

During Holy Week in Berkeley 
Heights, despite the coronavirus lock-
down, the clergy of Little Flower Parish 
took to neighborhood streets to bless hun-
dreds of families in their front yards. 

The scenes were inspiring despite the 
oddness of physical distancing. One girl 
stood on the edge of her lawn with her 
mother next to her, while several neigh-
bors gathered around to watch. On the 

other side of the street, Father Andrew 
Prachar, pastor of Little Flower, gave them 
a blessing. 

“They were hungry for us to be with 
them,” Father Prachar said. “They appre-
ciated our efforts.”

Father Prachar, Father Matthew Dool-
ey and Deacon Michael Montemurro di-
vided the visits. They fielded requests 
through their email mailing list and plot-
ted the homes on Google Maps. 

“People are looking for faith connec-
tions right now,” the pastor said. “It’s just a 

way to be present whether they are Cath-
olic or not. It’s a chance to be creative. I 
think there is so much potential right now 
to do things that show people we care.”

Father Prachar has also been making 
special trips to bless first communicants 
outside their homes. 

He noted that he and his parish staff 
also encountered families who had not 
signed up for visits or who are not church-
goers, but warmly welcomed the call. 

“It’s a chance for next-door neighbors 
and parishioners to be present,” Father 

Prachar added. 
He said now is an important time to 

interact with parishioners and let them 
know that they are loved. 

“Are we willing to be creative and flex-
ible?” he asked. “Do we really care? What 
better time to be a field hospital than 
right now. To do whatever we have to 
do to let people know they are loved and 
cared about. This is what we do. We’re the 
Church.”

For more information, visit www.little 
flowerbh.org.  

Photos courtesy of Little Flower Parish



MAY 13, 2020 13LOCAL NEWS CATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

From virtual retreats to voicemail messages, 
parishes get creative during pandemic
By Jai Agnish
Communications Manager

Priests and parishes in the archdiocese 
have been using technology in unique 
and creative ways to reach parishioners 
during the coronavirus lockdown, and it 
goes beyond just livestreaming Mass.

On the archdiocesan “Parish Mass 
Livestreams and More” webpage (www.
rcan.org/parish-mass-livestreams-and-
more), 115 parishes have listed a cor-
nucopia of low- and high-tech virtual 
offerings for the faithful. Prayer and be-
reavement groups are video conferencing 
via Zoom, while praying the rosary and 
24/7 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
is broadcast live at another parish. 

Some are using telephone confer-
encing for daily benedictions and town 
hall-style meetings. A pastor in Bergen 
County records a new phone message 
exhortation daily. Priests also helped pa-
rishioners relive the passion of Christ 
when the heart of the global pandemic 
clashed head-on with Holy Week. 

“Yes, our churches are closed, but the 
archdiocese is alive,” Cardinal Joseph W. To-
bin, C.Ss.R.,  summarized in a video message 
to the faithful. It was an observation made 
in a smartphone reflection after the cardi-
nal celebrated his third lockdown livestream 
Mass in March. 

In a separate video message to his 

brother priests, Cardinal Tobin said, 
“The restrictions that we’ve lived under 
goes against everything in our DNA as 
ordained ministers. I thank you for the 
many creative ways you are reaching  
out to your people … and helping peo-
ple discover, even in this terrible fam-
ine, the richness of God’s Word and the  
promise of His fidelity. Soon, we will be 
able to gather around the Lord’s table 
again.”

Many priests are using social media 
to transmit personalized video messages 
and Scripture reflections to the faithful. 
Father Bismarck Chau, pastor of St. Pat-
rick’s Pro-Cathedral in Newark, was an 
early adaptor. He makes regular videos 
in English and Spanish. His parish also 
livestreams Mass.

It’s all been fun, educational and a bit 
stressful at times, he admitted of lives-
treaming, but after working out various 
technical kinks, things are now running 
smoothly. 

“It is unbelievable that every single 
parish now is livestreaming the Mass,” 
Father Chau said. “Groups are doing cre-
ative programs to keep connected with 
their parishioners. It is amazing what this 
pandemic has forced us to do.”

Zoom video conferencing has taken 
off across parishes. St. Patrick’s Pro-Ca-
thedral uses Zoom for their Monday 
prayer group and Coffee and Cocoa, a 

conversation about faith, on Tuesdays. 
Zoom is also used for religious education 
and confirmation classes, and for youth 
group and young adult meetings. 

While acknowledging the benefits of 
virtual connectivity, Father Chau cau-
tioned against parishioners getting too 
comfortable. 

“I believe that what we are doing now 
as a Church is beneficial and a good ex-
perience to grow in the way we evangelize 
through technology,” he said. “Howev-
er, my fear is that Catholics may become 
too comfortable to go out to church any-
more after the pandemic. A parishioner 
of mine literally said to me, ‘I am liking  
having church at home. It is convenient 
and comfortable not having to go out.’ 
So, I do hope that we, as leaders, remind 
and encourage people of the need to con-
gregate, the importance of gathering as 
a body to offer thanks and praise to our 
God.”

In Paramus, Our Lady of the Vis-
itation created a parish “pandemic  
retreat” packed with an extensive Zoom 
schedule of morning and evening prayer. 
The parish bereavement group also meets 
Thursday evenings, and there is a 12-step 
outreach program. The parish retreatants 
are provided daily reflection articles.

Deacon Peter Emr, a centering prayer 
facilitator and the retreat organizer, de-
scribed the experience as a “Lenten des-

ert retreat with technology.” He expects 
the schedule will “continue as long as 
COVID-19 keeps us in our secluded mo-
nastic-like lifestyle.”

It just so happened that in the months 
leading up to the pandemic, Church of 
the Presentation in Upper Saddle River 
finished work on a new media center and 
were set up for livestreaming.

“Clearly now is the time to dou-
ble down on our media presence,” said  
Father Robert Stagg, who posts vid-
eo messages to the parish website along 
with his brother priests. In addition to  
livestreaming Mass, there is also daily 
Scripture meditations, recitation of the 
rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
more.

Father Stagg said he has been flood-
ed with letters and emails about how 
to maximize this opportunity to reach 
young people “who live in this digital 
world,” regular churchgoers and those 
who are participating in new virtual of-
ferings but don’t regularly attend Mass. 
“In the words of Rahm Emmanuel: ‘Don’t 
waste a crisis,’” he said.

COVID-19 has changed the entire 
business model of the parish, and the 
staff has redeployed as a technology team 
and a “firemen” team that triages the im-
mediate needs of parishioners.

“Right now, the parish needs as much 
contact as we can provide,” Father Stagg 
told his pastoral and finance councils. 
“We can worry about content later.” 

There have been 25 deaths in the past 
three weeks, Father Stagg said, and the 
parish has had to “pivot hard to Zoom” 
to help families cope with loss. The last 
bereavement Zoom meeting was attend-
ed by 15 families.

Presentation staff also have been 
checking in on all of its 4,600 registered 
families by simply calling them on the 
phone.

“Many are isolated,” Father Stagg said. 
“They talk and point them to our web-
site and offerings, and, basically, let them 
know we are here for them.”

At Most Holy Name in Garfield, pa-
rishioners can simply call the church to 
hear a bilingual prerecorded daily mes-
sage of support from their pastor. Msgr. 
William Reilly said he was inspired by 
answering machine Scripture readings 
he once did 25 years ago at a parish in 
Union City. He also sends the messages 
out through WhatsApp.

Msgr. Reilly’s daily messages are sort 
of mini-homilies—uplifting reflections 
on the daily readings and teachings of Je-
sus. In a recent message, he commented 
on long grocery store lines and the hope 
of receiving the bread of life soon in the 
form of the Eucharist once parishes re-
open. 

“I spent 50 years trying to get people 
to come into the church and now we lock 
the doors on them,” he joked. 

For more information about par-
ish activities during the pandemic,  
visit www .rcan .org/parish-mass-
livestreams-and-more .

Advocate photo-Jai Agnish
From left, seminarian Lynx Soliman, Bishop Manuel Cruz and Father John Barno participate in a video production of the 
Stations of the Cross at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark . It was based on “The Way of the Cross” with 
reflections from Cardinal Tobin inspired by St . Alphonsus Liguori .
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Easter eggs from canceled 
hunt are ‘resurrected’
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

The new director of religious education 
at Our Lady of Mercy in Park Ridge wanted 
to create a new tradition for the children in 
the parish. 

“They’ve never had an Easter egg hunt 
before. I asked the pastor and he said, ‘Sure.’ 
I got everything ahead of time and then the 
coronavirus hit,” said Evelyn Paglieri.

She was left with hundreds of plastic eggs 
and bags of candy. But, thanks to the pow-
er of social media, she found a new home 
for them—the Joseph M. Sanzari Children’s 
Hospital at Hackensack University Medical 
Center.

The weekend before Easter, Paglieri, her 
husband and her daughter spent more than 
10 hours stuffing 875 eggs with candy and 
bagging them.  

“We’d do a few hours and then stop and 
go back to it. It was a long haul to finish it,” 
Paglieri explained, but also noted they had 
the time due to the state’s stay-at-home or-
der. “We didn’t feel it was a hassle. We knew 
it was the right thing to do.”

Paglieri and her daughter, Jackie, 
dropped the Easter eggs off to staff mem-
bers outside the hospital on April 7. They 
were given to the children and the busy doc-
tors and nurses who may not have had time 
to stuff eggs for their own children. 

“It felt good knowing I was helping kids 
who are sick, especially now that there is so 
much going on with COVID-19,” described 
Jackie.

The donated bags also contained a  
letter. 

“Mostly to let them know that we were 
thinking of them and praying for them, 
that we’re there for them even in this small 
way, to brighten up their Easter a little bit,” 
Paglieri said.

“We are so grateful for Our Lady of 
Mercy’s generous donation of over 800 
Easter eggs to Hackensack University  
Medical Center and Joseph M. Sanzari 
Children’s Hospital,” said Helen A. Cun-
ning, north regional president and chief de-
velopment officer at Hackensack Universi-
ty Medical Center Foundation. “The Easter 
season is one that is very special, and the 
distribution of the eggs brought so much 
joy to our team members and youngest  
patients.”

The parish’s temporary administrator, 
Father Patrick Seo, admitted being disap-
pointed about having to cancel its very first 
Easter egg hunt—he was planning to dress 
up as the Easter bunny. However, he reflect-
ed on the symbolism of the eggs being re-
purposed.

“How fitting that those eggs, the sec-
ular sign for Easter, ‘died.’ By the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit working through 
one of the members of His mystical body, 
those eggs have risen to a ‘new life’ to-
ward a greater good,” Father Seo said. 
“Instead of filling our own stomachs  
with unnecessary calories, those eggs 
are now lifting up the spirits of children 
sick in a hospital. What a great example  
and sign pointing to the greater good  
that comes in participation with that 
deepest mystery of our faith in the  
death of Christ to new life in the resurrec-
tion.”

Photos courtesy of Evelyn Paglieri
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Submitted photo
A formation of U .S . Navy Blue Angels and U .S . Air Force Thunderbirds flew over 
New York City and Newark on April 28 as a salute to essential workers on the 
frontlines of the pandemic . It’s part of a series of flyovers by the teams in what 
the military is calling “America Strong .” The formation flew directly over the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart . To see video of this tribute, visit www .
facebook .com/nwkarchdiocese .

Contact ‘virtual yet virtuous’ 
during pandemic
By Father James Ferry

As the state of emergency and stay-at-
home orders were put in place, I felt called 
to provide some way for us to gather virtu-
ally as the Lourdes parish family.

At Our Lady of Lourdes, telephone con-
ference-calling has connected us for weekly 
prayer and information, including a town 
hall on Monday; praying the rosary on 
Thursdays; afternoon prayer on Saturdays; 
morning prayer on Sunday; and morning 
prayer during last month’s Holy Week. The 
toll-free number is publicized via email and 
our website, www.lourdeswestorange.org. 
Ministry leaders are encouraged to share 
the number with their members. There 
are 30 to 50 participants on the conference 
calls.

The call-in experience has prompted 
people to report 
that they feel “con-
nected and loved 
during these times of uncertainty” and 
that “the love just came through the tele-
phone receiver.” Appreciating both God’s 
presence and each other, our parishioners 
have embraced this opportunity to gather. 
Their appreciation is audible in their spo-
ken and personal petitions, reminding us 
we walk the walk and talk the talk of prayer  
together.   

The pandemic reminds me that contact, 
while virtual, is virtuous. And, contact with 
our Risen Lord teaches us we are victorious 
over our own sins, fears, sickness and death 
in community. Salvation is experienced 
both with and for others. This is a spiritual 
necessity. St. Paul reminds us that the eye 
cannot say to the hand: “I do not need you.” 
The pandemic reminds us that we need our 
whole body to be healthy and the whole 
body of Christ to assist in healing and car-
rying out Christ’s command to serve rather 
than to be served. 

In the Lourdes parish family, I am in-
spired by, and grateful for, those who serve 
each day by their prayers, by making and do-

nating masks, by food 
offerings, by caring for 
our church and people 
in so many ways and, 
not least of all, by mak-
ing about 1,000 indi-
vidual wellness check 
phone calls. During 
the pandemic, those 
of us with large net-
works of friends and families and technolog-
ical know-how have been able to socialize 
virtually and electronically. This is not true 
for everyone. We have parishioners without 
any such “virtual” social network. They rely 
on those whom they see as neighbors, those 
whom they see at church and other places 
they visit. As a result of the restrictions im-
posed on travel, we need to go to them.

I think what has also been affirmed 
strongly, perhaps 
not changed at all, 
is the true hospi-

tality and warmth of the Lourdes parish 
family. It’s not just our house of worship 
but our home. Your home is our home. The 
prayers over the phone also allow us to con-
nect with parishioners and friends who are 
more distant geographically.

For the future, I would like to do a full 
video recording of our parish devotional 
prayers, including our St. Joseph Novena 
and our Stations of the Cross. Currently, I 
am posting my Sunday homily video on the 
website each week.   

As far as a future goal, we are looking 
carefully at what we do in religious educa-
tion and faith formation and how we can 
connect effectively with our youth and  
families. I am grateful to our religious ed-
ucation leaders and volunteers for their 
research for the future. They endeavor to 
stay connected with our young people with 
meaningful educational and spiritual activ-
ities and families during this state of emer-
gency.  

Father James Ferry is the pastor of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in West Orange.
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SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
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drew, Westwood; St. Joseph of the Pali-
sades, West New York; St. Anne, Newark; 
St. Joseph, New Milford; Blessed Sacra-
ment, Elizabeth; Holy Family, Nutley; 
and Our Lady of Peace, New Providence.

He retired from ministry on Feb. 1, 
2009.

Father Raymond M. Holmes
Father Raymond M. 

Holmes, 81, died April 
16. 

Father Holmes was 
ordained on May 29, 
1965. He served as 
parochial vicar at St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish, 
Bayonne; St. Anthony 
of Padua Parish, Newark; 
Holy Trinity Parish, Westfield; and Cor-
pus Christi Parish, Hasbrouck Heights. 

He served as pastor at St. Peter Parish 
in Belleville and was campus minister at 
Marymount College in Tarrytown, N.Y.

Father Holmes retired to the St. John 
Vianney Residence in Rutherford on July 
1, 2017.

Father John J. Morris
Father John J. Morris, 

89, died April 19 in Vir-
ginia Beach, Va.

Ordained May 28, 
1960, Father Morris 
served as administra-
tor and parochial vicar 
at Our Lady of the Lake 
Parish in Verona. He re-
located to Virginia Beach 
in 1987, where he served as chaplain for 
the local EMS. 

Father Morris retired from active 
ministry on March 1, 2001.

Sister Rose Mary Barrood, S.C.
Sister Rose Mary Bar-

rood, S.C., formerly Sis-
ter Anne Rosaline, died 
April 20 at St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare and Re-
hab Center in Cedar 
Grove.

She entered the Sis-
ters of Charity on Sept. 8, 
1944, and was a member for 
75 years. 

Sister Rose Mary served as a teacher 
at St. Antoninus School, Newark; St. Ce-
cilia Elementary School, Englewood; St. 
Mary School, Nutley; Our Lady of Grace 
School, Hoboken; Sacred Heart School, 
Newark; St. Mary Elementary School, 
Elizabeth; and St. James High School, 
Newark. She also served as a volunteer at 
Robert W. Johnson University Hospital 
in New Brunswick.

Sister Dolores Walsh, S.C.
Sister Dolores Walsh, 

S.C., 79, formerly Sis-
ter Mary Dolores, died 
March 30 at St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare and Re-
hab Center in Cedar 
Grove.

Born in Jersey City, 
Sister Dolores entered the  
Sisters of Charity on Aug. 
20, 1958, and was a member for 61 years. 

She served in education and pastoral 
ministries in New Jersey and West Vir-
ginia. She was a teacher at St. Columba 
School, Newark; St. Lucy School, Jersey 
City; Our Lady of Victories School, Jer-
sey City; St. Peter School, Jersey City; 
and St. Peter School, Belleville.  

Sister Dolores was a member of the 
National Association of Catholic Chap-
lains and served in medical centers 
throughout Connecticut and West Vir-
ginia. She moved to the Convent of St. 
Elizabeth in 2011, and served as a volun-
teer chaplain at St. Anne Villa in Convent 
Station. 

Sister Regina Miriam  
McWilliams, F.S.P.

Sister Regina Miriam 
McWilliams, F.S.P., 91, 
died April 1 at Cabrini 
of Westchester, N.Y.

Born in New York 
City, she entered the 
Franciscan Sisters of 
Peace on March 19, 
1947, and professed final 
vows on July 8, 1954. 

Sister Regina was a teacher through-
out New Jersey and New York. Her as-
signments in the archdiocese included 
St. Mary’s School, West New York; St. Jo-
seph’s School, West New York; and St. Jo-
seph’s School, Bogota.

Sister Teresa Marian Case, S.C.
Sister Teresa Marian 

Case, S.C., 84, died April 
7 at St. Joseph’s Health-
care and Rehab Center 
in Cedar Grove.

Born in Jersey City, 
Sister Teresa Marian 
entered the Sisters of 
Charity on Sept. 6, 1953, 
and was a member for 66 
years. 

She served as a teacher at St. Paul of 
the Cross School in Jersey City and Sa-
cred Heart School in Rochelle Park. She 
was a teacher and principal at St. Paul 
School in Ramsey, and worked in the Of-
fice of Financial Services for her congre-
gation in Convent Station.

Sister Joan Lowden, S.C.
Sister Joan Lowden, S.C., 87, former-

ly Sister Catherine Veron-
ica, died April 8 at St. Jo-
seph’s Healthcare and 
Rehab Center in Cedar 
Grove.

Born in Newark, 
Sister Joan entered the 
Sisters of Charity on 
Oct. 1, 1950, and was a 
member for 69 years. 

 She served as a teacher at Sacred Heart 
School, Jersey City; St. Bridget School, 
Jersey City; Academy of St. Elizabeth, 
Convent Station; St. Aloysius School, Jer-
sey City; and was a volunteer at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Academy, Elizabeth. 

Father John F. Morley
Father John F. Morley, 

83, died April 8.
Father Morley was 

ordained July 1, 1962. 
He served as parochial 
vicar at St. Mary of the 
Assumption in Eliza-
beth for three years fol-
lowing his ordination.

Father Morley was a fac-
ulty member of Seton Hall University in 
South Orange from 1967 until he retired 
on July 1, 2008.

Sister Julie (Julia) Scanlan, S.C.
Sister Julie (Julia) Scan-

lan, S.C., 86, formerly Sis-
ter Marie Patricia, died 
April 13 at St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare and Rehab 
Center in Cedar Grove.

Sister Julia entered 
the Sisters of Charity on 
Oct. 1, 1951, and was a 
member for 68 years. 

She served as a teacher at St. Paul of 
the Cross School, Jersey City; Our Lady 
of Good Counsel School, Washington 
Township; St. Mary School, Plainfield; 
All Saints School, Jersey City; and St. 
Mary High School, Jersey City. 

Sister Julia was a counselor, youth 
minister and social worker at the Acade-
my of the Sacred Heart in Hoboken. She 
was director of Seton Associates at the 
Convent of St. Elizabeth in Convent Sta-
tion and director of the Peace Program 
at St. Patrick & Assumption/All Saints 
School in Jersey City. In 2011, she vol-
unteered at Dr. Lena Edwards Charter 
School in Jersey City. 

Father Francis A. Heinen
Father Francis A. 

Heinen, 86, died April 
14 at St. Catherine of 
Siena Healthcare Cen-
ter in Caldwell.

Father Heinen was 
ordained on May 23, 
1959. He served as pa-
rochial vicar at St. An-

Sister Dorothy José  
Lichtenberg, S.C.

Sister Dorothy José 
Lichtenberg, S.C., 99, 
died April 20 at The 
Villa at Florham Park.

Born in Newark, 
Sister Dorothy José 
entered the Sisters 
of Charity on Sept. 8, 
1937, and was a member 
for 82 years. 

She served as a teacher at Sacred 
Heart School in Newark and St. Patrick 
High School in Elizabeth. Sister Doro-
thy José’s ministry at St. Patrick’s began 
in 1958. After 10 years as a math teacher, 
she was appointed principal. After serv-
ing as principal for 24 years, she contin-
ued her ministry to the students and fam-
ilies of St. Patrick’s until the school closed 
in 2012. 

Sister Dorothy José also volunteered 
in the intensive care nursery at Trinitas 
Medical Center in Elizabeth. She retired 
to The Villa in 2013, where she served as 
a lector in the chapel.  

Father John V. Salvas, O.F.M. Cap.
Father John Salvas, 

O.F.M. Cap., 59, died 
April 21 at St. Francis of 
Assisi Friary in Hack-
ensack.

Father Salvas made 
his first profession of 
vows on Aug. 19, 1984, 
and made his final pro-
fession three years later. He 
was ordained in the Diocese of Paterson 
on March 12, 1988.

Following ordination, he served in 
several parishes in New York, Georgia, 
North Carolina and Florida. He was pa-
rochial vicar at St. Francis of Assisi in 
Hackensack since 2012.

Father Salvas founded the ‘Helping 
Hands’ food pantry and soup kitchen at 
Immaculate Conception Friary in the 
Bronx, N.Y.

Sister Agnes Lucy Robinson, S.C.
Sister Agnes Lucy Rob-

inson, S.C., died April 23 
at The Villa at Florham 
Park.

Born in Bayonne, 
Sister Agnes Lucy en-
tered the Sisters of 
Charity on Sept. 8, 
1939, and was a member 
for 80 years. 

She served for 50 years in elementary 
schools. She served as a teacher at St. Pat-
rick School, Jersey City; St. Rose of Lima 
School, Newark; Our Lady of Victories 
School, Jersey City; Holy Rosary School, 
Elizabeth; and St. Agnes School, Clark. 
She served as both a teacher and princi-
pal at Immaculate Conception School in 
Elizabeth. 

Sister Agnes Lucy taught for six years 
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at Mother Seton High School in Clark 
and later continued to volunteer at the 
school. She also spent many summers 
volunteering at Maris Stella Retreat and 
Conference Center on Long Beach Is-
land. 

Sister Miriam Patrice Kane, S.C. 
Sister Miriam Patrice 

Kane, S.C., 103, died 
April 30 at The Villa at 
Florham Park.

Born in Jersey City, 
Sister Miriam Patrice 
entered the Sisters 
of Charity on Sept. 8, 
1935, and was a member 
for 84 years. 

She served in the education ministry 
for 78 years, teaching kindergarten for 
26 of those years. She was a teacher at St. 
Teresa School, Summit; St. Mary School, 
Nutley; Holy Name of Jesus School, 
East Orange; and Sacred Heart School, 
Bloomfield. 

When Sister Miriam Patrice retired 
from teaching in 1998, she continued 

her education ministry at Sacred Heart 
School as a volunteer. She moved to Cari-
tas Retirement Community in Jersey City 
in 2005 and retired to The Villa in 2008.  

Sister Patricia Flynn, S.C.
Sister Patricia Flynn, 

S.C., 91, formerly Sister 
Therese Josephine, died 
May 1 at The Villa at 
Florham Park.

Sister Patricia en-
tered the Sisters of 
Charity on Oct. 1, 1951, 
and was a member for 68 
years.

She served as a teacher at Our Lady of 
Sorrows School, South Orange; Mother 
Seton Regional High School, Clark; Acad-
emy of the Sacred Heart, Hoboken; and 
East Orange Catholic High School. Serv-
ing at the College of Saint Elizabeth in 
Convent Station from 1982-2010, Sister 
Patricia was an art instructor, assistant di-
rector of weekend college, academic advi-
sor to adult undergraduates and part-time 
office assistant. 

Sister Francis (Rita) Raftery, S.C.
Sister Francis (Rita) 

Raftery, S.C., 86, died 
May 2 at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Wayne.

Born in Orange and 
raised in Kearny, Sister 
Francis entered the Sis-
ters of Charity on Aug. 
20, 1957, and was a mem-
ber for 62 years. 

She served as a teacher at the Acade-
my of St. Elizabeth in Convent Station and  
St. Thomas the Apostle School in Bloom-
field.

  For 22 years, Sister Francis was a 
member of the faculty of the College of 
Saint Elizabeth, serving during that time 
as chair of the education department. 
She served as assistant provincial (1987-
1995) and then as provincial (1995-1997) 
for the Western Province of the Sisters of  
Charity. In 1997, Sister Francis was ap-
pointed as the sixth president of the Col-
lege of Saint Elizabeth, serving in that role 
for 16 years.  

Father James J. Carroll
Father James J. Carroll, 

89, died May 4. 
Father Carroll was 

ordained May 26, 1956. 
He served as parochi-
al vicar at St. Matthew, 
Ridgefield; St. Charles 
Borromeo, Newark; Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, 
Maplewood; Holy Spirit and 
Our Lady Help of Christians, East Orange; 
Queen of Angels, Newark; St. Paul of the 
Cross, Jersey City; and St. John the Bap-
tist, Fairview. 

He retired from ministry on Oct. 1, 
2005.

For a reflection on Father Jorge Ortiz 
and Father Gioacchino Basile, two priests 
of the Archdiocese of Newark who served 
in the Diocese of Brooklyn, visit www.
rcan.org/news.  

V  V  V

 “It’s overwhelming. We’re inundat-
ed with high volumes of phone calls,” ex-
plained Gardas. “We have 20-plus (funer-
als) a day. And we have to screen people 
who want to come in to make their ar-
rangements. When they tell us their loved 
one passed from COVID-19, it’s sad be-
cause it’s one after the other.”

When New Jersey Governor Phil Mur-
phy issued Executive Order 107 in mid-
March, which stated all residents were  
to stay at home until further notice to 

Continued from page 4 

Catholic cemeteries
help curtail the spread of the virus, all  
cemeteries and mausoleums of the Arch-
diocese of Newark were closed to visita-
tions.

 As a result, funerals were limit-
ed to one family witness in addition to a  
funeral director, driver and one clergy 
member. However, the number of vic-
tims who succumbed to COVID-19 kept 
growing. According to Robert Mauri-
ello, director of operations for Catholic  
Cemeteries, interments have averaged 
between 20 and 27 people per day at 
Holy Cross Cemetery in April, which 

Photo by Maxim Almenas
Richard M . Finan Jr . (left) and Robert Mauriello point out a new safety poster fea-
tured at all Catholic cemeteries in the archdiocese .

is 112 percent higher than the number 
of interments from the same period a  
year ago.

Andrew Schafer, executive director of 
Catholic Cemeteries, insisted that more 
than 160 staff members across eight cem-
eteries in four counties are not immune 
to the pain and suffering COVID-19 has 
caused. 

“While we have had to minister to 
many who lost so many loved ones to 
this pandemic, we, too, have suffered loss 
as members of our staff and their family 
members have been directly impacted,” 
Schafer pointed out. 

 Despite the daily physical and emo-
tional challenges, the cemetery staff  
have not turned away or delayed any of 
the more than one thousand burials per-
formed in April. Schafer expressed deep 
gratitude for the men and women who 
have stepped up to do their part during 
one of the greatest challenges his team has 
ever faced.

 “We are forever grateful to all our staff 
members working outdoors and in our of-
fices to meet the demands and needs of 
the families we lovingly care for,” Scha-
fer said. “Our staff members also have  
spouses, children and elderly parents of 
their own to go home to, so we must pro-
vide them a safe working environment as 
well.”

In late April, when the pandemic curve 
began trending downward, one family 
witness was added to the total number al-
lowed for funerals. On May 2, Governor 
Murphy reopened state and county parks, 
but, unlike parks, cemeteries are sacred 
ground where people usually gather at a 
small, specific location to honor the life of 
their loved ones. 

Exercising caution, the archdiocese 
paused and reflected before deciding the 
next course of action. On May 4, Cardinal 
Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., and the archdi-

ocesan leadership team approved new di-
rectives as they continue to monitor the 
ongoing situation and aggregate guiding 
information from federal, state and local 
officials:
• On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10, all 

archdiocesan cemeteries opened for 
visitation from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and will 
be open for visitation every Sunday 
thereafter. 

• As of Monday, May 11, up to 10 fam-
ily members are permitted to attend a 
burial service. (Prior, only two family 
members were permitted.) 

• Until further notice, all commit-
tal services are limited to immedi-
ate family only and not to exceed the 
recommendations of New Jersey Ex-
ecutive Order No. 107 (2020) and  
Administrative Order 2020-04, that 
gatherings of 10 persons or fewer are 
permitted.

• Beginning on Monday, May 18, ceme-
tery visitation will be permitted week-
days, Monday through Saturday, from 
3-6 p.m., after all interments are com-
pleted. 

• Memorial Day Masses at all archdioce-
san cemeteries are postponed until fur-
ther notice. Announcements are forth-
coming regarding a livestream or video 
of Memorial Day Mass at Holy Cross 
Cemetery.

• All persons entering archdiocesan 
cemetery and mausoleum premises 
must wear a face mask and practice so-
cial distancing as per the state’s man-
date. Signs will be posted in cemeter-
ies.
To read this story in its entirety, and for 

the latest updates and special announce-
ments from Catholic Cemeteries, visit 
www.rcancem.org.

Maxim Almenas is the marketing man-
ager for Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdi-
ocese of Newark.
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COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968 

(All calls confidential)

exhibitions ~  lecturesfilms  ~  gallery  ~  talks

VISIT US @   

WWW.SMAFATHERS.ORG 

(201) 567-0450 

23  BLISS  AVENUE  

TENAFLY,  NJ  07670  

T H E  A F R I C A N  A R T  M U S E U M  
O F  T H E  S M A  F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUMART MUSEUM

NOVENA

FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

Your Classified Could Be Here
Call 973-497-4200 K Joseph Z.Konopka 

Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 67 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

NOVENA OF CHILDLIKE 
CONFIDENCE

(to be said at the same time every hour 
for nine consecutive hours) 

O Jesus, Who hast said, ask and 
you shall receive, seek and you shall 
find, knock and it shall be open to you, 
through the intercession of Mary, Thy 
Most Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, 
I ask that my prayer be granted.
(Make your request)

O Jesus, Who hast said, all that you 
ask of the Father in My Name, He will 
grant you through the intercession of 
Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother, I hum-
bly and urgently ask Thy Father in Thy 
Name that my prayer be granted.
(Make your request)

O Jesus, Who hast said, “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away but My word 
shall not pass,” through the interces-
sion of Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother, 
I feel confident that my prayer will be 
granted.
(Make your request)

M.M.

Serving Bergen/Hudson/Essex/Union and Ocean Counties in New Jersey

•Nursing Home Negligence
•Wrongful Death
•Personal Injury - Slip and Fall, Auto Accidents
•Medical Malpractice
•Elder Law/Guardianships/Power of Attorney/Living Wills
•Special Needs Trusts
•Wills/Trusts/Probate
•Real Estate

Law Firm of Doreen M. McCullough, LLC
170 Washington Avenue

Dumont, New Jersey 07628
Phone (201) 385-7000

LAW FIRM

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and 
all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members 
of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese .  
We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual 
misconduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so 
that we may take appropriate action to protect others and 
provide support to victims of sexual abuse . 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of 
sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth 
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

HEALTHCARE

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes 
or assisted living. Family Care Placement, LLC provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.

Family Care Placement, LLC   has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and 
LI since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 
All candidates are fluent in English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized placement services call 
Karen at (908)377-9375

www.hpiallied.edu

HPI School of Allied Health
979 Lehigh Ave., Union, New Jersey 07083

908-687-0808   908-687-4056
Start a Career in Healthcare Today

Training Certification and Placement for Certified Nurse Aides
Patient Care Technician • Medication Aide 

Certified Home Health Aide
Call 908-687-0808 / 908-687-4056 or visit www.hpiallied.edu

ADVERTISE your Novena in an 
upcoming issue of NEW JERSEY 

CATHOLIC magazine or  
THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE newspaper .

Contact Marge at  

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org

Target  your local message to our 200+ Catholic 
parishes, schools and homes throughout  

Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union counties . 
ADVERTISE in an upcoming issue of  
NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC magazine .

Contact Marge McCue, 
your representative to get started .

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org
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Celebrate and learn about The Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Listen at the top and bottom 
of every hour and sign up to receive 
Daily Audio reflections via email from
Fr. Rocky – PLUS a free book!

FREE
BOOK!

“Mary at the
Crossroads 
of History”
by Fr. Rocky

Sign up today at
RelevantRadio.com

Cardinal appoints first chief operating 
officer for archdiocese
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., 

announced the appointment of 
Lawrence Boland to the newly 

created post of chief operating officer 
(COO) for the Archdiocese of Newark, 
effective April 1.  Boland will report 
directly to the Office of the Cardinal 
Archbishop.

 In this new role, Boland will ensure 
the archdiocese’s operations reflect best 
business practices, oversee all adminis-
trative operations in the chancery, help 
lead the planning and implementation 
of archdiocesan initiatives and sup-
port Cardinal Tobin in setting and im-
plementing strategic priorities and re-
source allocations for stronger mission 
vitality in the archdiocese. 

 Boland also will work in close co-
ordination with Vicar General Msgr. 
Thomas P. Nydegger, and together, they 
will be responsible for the pastoral and 
administrative priorities of the archdi-
ocese. 

“This new post is a key part of our 
ongoing efforts to reorganize the chan-
cery to deliver improved service in the 
mission of the Church while achiev-
ing greater operating efficiency,” stated 
Cardinal Tobin. “Larry’s intellect, stra-

tegic mindset and operational leader-
ship experience, coupled with his deep 
understanding of the archdiocese and 
his dedication and service to our local 
Church life, make him ideally suited to 
excel in this leadership role.”

The scope of the new position in-
cludes overseeing the planning and 
prioritization processes, determining 
the supporting organizational and re-
source requirements for priority initia-
tives, and overseeing implementation 
in a complex environment. The COO 
will create and implement the consul-
tative processes (e.g., bishops, priests, 
staff and councils) that will comprise  
important inputs in the development 
and implementation of these strategic 
priorities.

Additionally, Boland will oversee 
all administrative leaders of the arch-
diocese and will be responsible for en-
suring each functional area and lead-
er work together on archdiocesan 
priorities. These offices include Com-
munications and Public Relations, Fi-
nance, Human Resources, operation-
al components of Pastoral Life, and  
Schools.

Boland also will oversee the overall 

stewardship of the organizational and 
financial resources of the archdiocese, 
ensuring resources are allocated to pri-
orities and are managed effectively and 
efficiently.

Cardinal Tobin added that the chief 
operating officer is an important con-
tributor in creating an environment 
conducive to the vibrant spiritual life 
and religious mission of the archdio-
cese.

“Larry’s appointment will en-
sure there is greater coordination be-
tween departments, and that parishes, 
schools and other archdiocesan offices 
receive service that is more responsive 
to their particular needs,” stated Cardi-
nal Tobin. “His service in recent years 
to the Department for the Protection  
of the Faithful has been meaningful 
and transformative, and I am confident 
that Larry will continue to transform 
our archdiocese in creating operational 
efficiencies, building stronger working 
relationships and measuring perfor-
mance.”

Boland, who joined the Archdio-
cese of Newark in 2018, was promoted 
in 2019 to the role of associate direc-
tor in the Department for the Protec-

tion of the Faithful working with his 
team in providing safe environments 
and implementing and ensuring com-
pliance with the Charter for the Protec-
tion of Children and Young People. He 
has worked closely with victims/survi-
vors and their families on behalf of the 
archdiocese in demonstrating a sin-
cere commitment to their spiritual and 
emotional well-being.

Prior to his work in the archdio-
cese, Boland served in senior execu-
tive and operational leadership roles 
with global and private organizations 
and retail corporations. For 11 years, 
he served as president of Piaget North 
America, a luxury brand watch and 
jewelry company, where he was re-
sponsible for all aspects of daily op-
erations, distribution, sales, training, 
financials and client service. He also 
served as executive vice president 
for Ambros & Associates Inc., a New 
York City-based brand and business 
management consultancy. Addition-
ally, he held the position of executive  
vice president of Tourneau, Ameri-
ca’s largest luxury watch retailer, for 12 
years.

Boland and his family are long-
time parishioners of the Church of St. 
Mary in Rutherford. He is an extraor-
dinary minister of holy Communion 
and confirmation coordinator at the 
parish and serves as president of the 
advisory board for the Academy at St.  
Mary.



HOLY CROSS CEMETERY/MAUSOLEUM
340 Ridge Road

North Arlington, NJ 07031
(201) 997-1900

GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM

225 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 07936

(973) 887-0286

SAINT GERTRUDE CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM
53 Inman Avenue
Colonia, NJ 07067

(732) 388-0311

HOLY NAME CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM

823 West Side Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306

(201) 433-0342

CHRIST THE KING CEMETERY
980 Huron Road

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
(201) 891-9191

MARYREST CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM

770 Darlington Avenue
Mahwah, NJ 07430

(201) 327-7011

HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY
125 Central Avenue

East Orange, NJ 07018
(973) 678-3757

Pre-Planning Can Be Easy!
 Please call by phone

      or visit us online at
www.RCANCEM.org/Pre-planning

Make Your Memorial Plan With  
Catholic Cemeteries

• Make decisions without stress.
• Choose options that reflect your faith.
• Make your wishes known.
• Relieve a burden on your family during a 

difficult time.

Archdiocese of Newark
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
For our Catholic  community

“Do not be afraid, do not yield to fear. This is the message of hope. It is 
addressed to us today. These are the words that God repeats to 
us today, this very night.”

Pope Francis, Easter Vigil Homily

Thank you  
to the men and women  

who have served  
our God and country 

bravely

MEMORIAL DAY 2020!


