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Ordination Class of 2018

On Saturday, May 26, nine new priests will be
ordained by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.,
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
in Newark. The Class of 2018 includes (front
row, left to right) Father Juan Carlos Velasquez
Ducayin; Father Gabriel Perdomo; Father Diego
Navarro Rodríguez; (back row, left to right)
Father Sebastian Valencia Obando; Father
Marco Vitrano; Father Marcin Fuks; Father
Jakov Vidov; and Father Anthony R. Di Stefano.
Father Joseph Anthony Furnaguera, inset, was
in Rome when this photo was taken.
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Cardinal Tobin
and pastors
explore ‘toolbox’
By Jonathan Azzara
Public Relations Specialist

Dr. Barbara Anne Cusack, chancellor of the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, discussed canon
law for pastors.
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C

ardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R., joined a group of
pastors and priests from the
Archdiocese of Newark for the
Toolbox for Pastoral Management, a weeklong seminar held at Seton
Hall University.
The seminar, which ran from April 30 to
May 4, was designed to enhance the pastoring skills of parish priests. Its syllabus was
based on research conducted by Alverno
College for the Archdiocese of Chicago, but
for this event it was customized to address
the demands faced by pastors in the Archdiocese of Newark.
The seminar was organized by the Archdiocese of Newark Office of Continuing
Education of Priests, Seton Hall University
and Leadership Roundtable—a Washington, D.C.-based organization that strives to
strengthen the management, communications, finances and human resource development of the Catholic Church.
Throughout the week, several important
topics were discussed, such as canon law,
leadership development and intercultural
competencies. Experts in several fields, including Dr. Barbara Anne Cusack, chancellor of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, led
the lectures.
“People belong to parishes where they
feel a sense of membership,” Cusack said.
She emphasized that parishes should be a
welcoming community of Christian faithful
that many individuals seek.
During each lecture, pastors and priests
were encouraged to ask questions and engage in discussions. At the conclusion of
each day, all attendees participated in an
evening prayer.
Additional speakers included Dr. Robert
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Cardinal Tobin addressed a group of priests
at the Toolbox for Pastoral Management
seminar at Seton Hall University.

West, assistant professor for accounting &
information systems at Villanova University; Mark Mogilka, pastoral planning
consultant for Meitler; and Peter Denio, coordinator for the Toolbox for Pastoral Management for Leadership Roundtable.
For more information about Leadership
Roundtable, visit
www.leadershiproundtable.org.
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Opening date set for Mercy House
In the April issue of New
Jersey Catholic, we introduced
readers to Mercy House, a new
ministry within the Archdiocese
of Newark’s Respect Life Office.

The facility located at Blessed
Sacrament Parish Convent at 620
Clinton Ave. in Newark now has
an official opening date. On Friday, June 22, an opening celebra-

Submitted photos

For months, volunteers, like the Friends of Delille, have helped
prepare Mercy House for its opening by cleaning and sorting donated
goods.

CAN YOU HELP

tion will be held at 10:30 a.m.,
including a blessing by Cardinal
Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
The mission of the house is
to provide a welcoming space
for individuals and families in
need, as well as provide emotional support and healing for those
dealing with addiction, abusive
relationships, an unplanned pregnancy or abortion. Cheryl Riley,
the director of the Respect Life
Office, helped create this new resource for the community.
“It will hopefully give them a
place to go where they feel loved
and welcome without being
judged,” Riley said.
Since being approved by
Cardinal Tobin in January, volunteers have been hard at work
sprucing up the convent and
sorting through donated clothes
and items.
Mercy House will be open on
Tuesdays and Saturdays to start.
If the need is more, the hours
will increase.

All are welcome to attend the
opening. To RSVP or to learn
more about volunteering or making donations, please contact
Cheryl Riley at 973-497-4350 or
email cheryl.riley@rcan.org.

SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Angela” was saved from abortion and born
on 10/2/17. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant
women who call our hotline monthly. Your
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters

P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277
Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

List your upcoming events in

Email your submissions to
Melissa McNally
mcnallme@rcan.org
or call (973) 497-4194

Specialists in:

Parish and Organization Group Travel

The Following “Great Experiences” In Travel Are Available:

Destinations

FRANCE (Lourdes,
Lisieux , Paris)
GERMANY and AUSTRIA
(Munich, Salzburg, Vienna)
GREECE (Athens & Greek Islands)
ITALY (San Giovanni Rotondo,
Avellino, Rome)
SPAIN & PORTUGAL
(Madrid,Granada, Lisbon)
SWITZERLAND, AUSTRIA
and GERMANY

2018

JULY 10·18

SEPT. 10-18

Spiritual Directors

SEPT. 17- OCT. 6
SEPT. 20-29
JULY 9·20

JULY 8-17

2019
HOLY LAND
JAN. 2·11
HOLY LAND
JAN. 14·23
HOLY LAND
Feb. 3-12
		

Fr. Robert Colaresi, O.Carm.
Fr. James Manos
Fr. Benny Prado
Fr. Owen Moran

Fr. Armand Mantia

Bp. Arthur Serratelli
Bp. Arthur Serratelli
Fr. James Brown
Fr. John Madrid
Jan Figenshu

For A Detailed Brochure, Please Contact:

Great Experiences, Inc.

TELEPHONE: 201-825-3725
E-MAIL: anne@greatexperiencesnj.com
Great Experiences Specializes in Pilgrimages
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Cardinal, Archdiocese of Newark sign climate declaration
At the request of Bishop Richard Pates, episcopal liaison to the
Catholic Climate Covenant, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., and
the archdiocese have signed the
U.S. Catholic Climate Declaration.
The declaration reads, “As
Catholic communities, organizations and institutions in the United
States, we join with state, tribal and
local governments, as well as businesses, financial institutions and
other faith organizations, to declare
that we are still in on actions that
meet the climate goals outlined in
the Paris Agreement.”
In 2001, the U.S bishops said
“global climate is by its very nature
a part of the planetary commons,”
and that prudent action must be
taken to protect it (U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue,
Prudence and the Common Good,
2001). On numerous occasions,
Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have called for an international
climate change agreement.
“[A]t its core, global climate
change is not about economic theory or political platforms, nor about

partisan advantage or interest group
pressures. It is about the future of
God’s creation and the one human
family. It is about protecting both
‘the human environment’ and the
natural environment. It is about our
human stewardship of God’s creation and our responsibility to those
who come after us” (U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Global
Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common
Good, 2001).
The Paris Agreement was accepted by 195 nations in December
2015 and provides a framework for
the reduction of carbon emissions
to limit the increase in the global
average temperature above pre-industrial levels and to avoid the
most dangerous effects of climate
change.
On June 1, 2017, President
Trump announced the United States
would withdraw from the Paris
Agreement, the only nation to do
so. In response, the U.S. bishops
declared, “The president’s decision
not to honor the U.S. commitment
to the Paris Agreement is deeply
troubling” (USCCB Statement on

DENTAL Insurance

CNS Photo

Pope Francis, who met with President Trump during a private
audience at the Vatican last year, has criticized the U.S. for pulling
out of the Paris Agreement.
the President’s Withdrawal from
Paris Agreement, June 1, 2017).
In signing the document, Cardinal Tobin stated: “The Archdiocese
of Newark joins with other institutions from across American society
to ensure that the United States
remains a global leader in reducing
emissions. We call for the adminis-

tration to join the global community
and return to the Paris Agreement.”
The cardinal also has urged all
Catholic parishes, schools and institutions within the Archdiocese of
Newark to sign on to the Catholic
Climate Declaration individually.
To view the declaration, visit
www.tfaforms.com/4668211.

Discover the world’s best
walk-in bathtub from

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

1,50

$

S AV I N G 0
S

5 Reasons
American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your
Best Choice

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about
$1 a day*

1 Backed by American Standard’s

140 years of experience

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist
you want

2 Ultra low entry for easy

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –

3 Patented Quick Drain®

entering and exiting

fast water removal system

you could get a checkup tomorrow

4 Lifetime Warranty on the bath

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including

cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you
can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-888-774-5699

Or www.dental50plus.com/ca
*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance
policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer
is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA:
C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec

®

A+ RATED

$
1,500 in Savings INCLUDES a
FREE American Standard Toilet

AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by
American Standard
5 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an
invigorating massage

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

844-295-5066

FREE IN-HOME
EVALUATION!

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

Celebrate Mary’s Immaculate Conception
and learn how to become part of
“The Haves helping the Have-Nots”

COME TO OUR OPEN HOUSE JUNE 24-25.
Get a tour of our Shelter and see our baby saving vehicle,
which is responsible for the birth of over 700
Several Sources “saved” babies.

Take a tour of our Garden of Life,
which explains how in 1830 St.
Catherine of Laboure had several
apparitions of the Blessed Mother,
which directly relate to God’s Divine
Baby-Saving efforts to this very day!

Learn about Gimme Liberty, a new movie being written, directed and produced by Ron Krauss, as a prequel to
Gimme Shelter, a feature film about Several Sources Shelters. Since January 2014, Gimme Shelter has expanded
our baby-saving work to MILLIONS of people around the world. This powerful film was based on the true story
of a homeless, desperate young pregnant woman we brought into our Several Sources family.
Gimme Liberty will focus on the David & Goliath challenge between Several Sources Founder Kathy DiFiore and
the State of New Jersey in the mid 1980’s when she was fined $10,000 and faced a possible prison sentence for
sheltering pregnant women as well as mothers and their babies in her own home. With the help of St. Teresa of
Calcutta, the housing law in New Jersey was changed, allowing Several Sources Shelters to flourish.
If you want to help Several Sources in any way or be involved in our new baby-saving movie, come to our Open
House. Get a free Gimme Shelter DVD and a signed copy of Kathy’s book, Gimme Love…Gimme Hope…Gimme
Shelter.
Be educated on how the ﬁlm will be made and how to become a producer or get involved in other ways. Your
participation now will help young women choose life for their innocent preborn babies.
Meet the young mother the film Gimme Shelter was based on and her infant son, who (at mike) is now 7 yrs old.

Sun. June 24, 2018 2-7 PM
Mon. June 25, 2018 6-9PM
300 Airmount Ave.
Ramsey, NJ 07446
PO Box 157

www.severalsources.net
e-mail: info@severalsources.net

Call Ginny at 201-818-9033 if you will be attending, or wish to arrange a private visit.
Several Sources Shelters
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Children write letters to seminarians
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

L

etter writing is considered
a lost art. But, the Knights
of Columbus is using it
as a tool to encourage vocations.
Council member John Tirado
started the Seminarian Letter Project
in the Diocese of Camden in 1999,
and it has since grown to other councils across the entire state, including
several in the Archdiocese of Newark. Through the project, Catholic
school students, children in religious
education classes and Knights of
Columbus members write letters and
cards to seminarians.
“They really appreciate the
words of encouragement and
prayer,” Tirado said. “They just appreciate people thinking of them.”
The letters get sent to men on
the path to priesthood at Immaculate Conception Seminary School
of Theology at Seton Hall University in South Orange, as well as to
seminarians across the country and
even to Rome.
“They’re making huge sacrifices

Submitted photo

Students at Notre Dame Academy in Palisades Park, who previously
participated in the project, show off the letters they wrote for seminarians.
Parish in Secaucus and Hoboken
and it’s all for God. We want them
Catholic Academy. They typically
to know how important they are,”
send letters out around Thanksgivexplained Tirado. “Our priests are
aging, the average age has increased; ing, Christmas, Easter and Priesthood
Sunday. McGarrity said the semithe population of priests is much
smaller than it was. This is my effort narians they write to are grateful for
the letters since many aren’t from the
to help with the situation.”
United States and are away from their
Since its inception, tens of thoufamilies while they study.
sands of letters have been mailed.
“Many say it’s good to see the
The local Knights councils that
children are praying for vocations,”
participate have a coordinator who
McGarrity said. “We try to teach
works with school principals and
[the children] the importance of vodirectors of religious education to get
cations, why we need our priests and
children involved. Knights member
religious.”
Neal McGarrity is responsible for the
“I believe the program is importprogram at Immaculate Conception

ant to these men. They need support
and encouragement,” added Linda
Meyer, the director of religious
education at Immaculate Conception. “The children feel they are too
young to make a difference, and this
is an opportunity to show them that,
even at a young age, they can make
a difference.”
In one letter, a student wrote:
“Thank you for dedicating your
life to us. To return the favor, I will
try my best to pray daily for you.
Thanks again for sacrificing your
life to the service of God.”
Often, the seminarians send
thank you notes in response. “I write
this with immense gratitude to you
and your CCD students … for sending me wonderful cards and letters.
You make me feel so blessed and inspired,” wrote one seminarian.
The project has also received international and national recognition,
including a blessing from the Vatican, a letter from the White House
and an award from the National
Catholic Educational Association for
its innovative approach to furthering
the mission of Catholic education.
For more information or to participate in the program, please contact John Tirado at 609-206-8790 or
email jtslpx@gmail.com.

Europe Hawaii
Packages starting at $1199

Packages starting at $999

Save up to $500 your travel packages

877-579-3645
Promocode LG1174

Special rates are subject to availability
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May 18

May 23

June 1

St. Joseph by the Sea, South
Mantoloking, “Loss, Change,
Transformation, Fulﬁllment”
retreat for women, through May
20, presented by Paulette Cicero,
$215, 732-892-8494.

Pastoral Familiar Hispana
(Hispanic Family Life Ofﬁce),
Archdiocese of Newark, family
reﬂection in Spanish, “Healing the
Relationship Between Parents and
Sons/Daughters,” a bilingual track
for adolescents available, 7-9:30
p.m. at the Archdiocesan Center
in Newark, call 973-497-4326 or
email yamilka.genao@rcan.org.

Caldwell University, early
childhood conference, featuring
workshops and presentations
for current and future educators,
registration at 8:30 a.m., conference 9 a.m.-2 p.m., email Audrey
McGowan at
amcgowan@caldwell.edu or
Debbie Giordano at dgiordano@
caldwell.edu.

Community of God’s Love,
Rutherford, screening of Bishop
Robert Barron’s “Catholicism:
The Pivotal Players” DVD, session
will focus on Michelangelo, light
supper at 7 p.m., viewing at 8
p.m., 201-935-0344 or email
secretary@thecgl.org.

May 19
Koinonia Academy, Plainﬁeld,
Life in the Spirit seminar, 10:00
a.m.-1:30 p.m., and May 20 from
2:30-4 p.m., call 908-301-6144 or
email info@peopleofhope.net.
Knights of Columbus Council
#3428, North Arlington, beefsteak dinner, 6:30 p.m., $50 per
person, tickets in advance only,
201-998-0626.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish, Wallington, Mass of
Anointing, 10:30 a.m., 973-7787405.

Archdiocesan Youth Retreat
Center, Kearny, annual gathering on youth ministry, 6:30 p.m.,
featuring presentation by Roy
Petitﬁls “Ministering Faithfully to
LGBTQ Youth and Young Adults,”
call Rich Donovan at 201-9980088 ext. 4150 or email
richard.donovan@rcan.org.

May 30
Pastoral Familiar Hispana
(Hispanic Family Life Ofﬁce),
Archdiocese of Newark, family
reﬂection in Spanish, “Healing
My Relationship with God and
Myself,” 7-9:30 p.m. at the Archdiocesan Center in Newark, call
973-497-4326 or email
yamilka.genao@rcan.org.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has
announced the following appointments:

Reverend Monsignor Michael
J. Desmond, pastor of St. Aloysius
Parish, Caldwell, has been granted an
extension to his pastorate,
ending Feb. 1, 2019.
Reverend John Job, parochial
vicar of Most Blessed Sacrament
Parish, Franklin Lakes, has been
appointed pastor there,
effective July 1.
Reverend Charles J. Miller,
pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish, Bloomﬁeld, has been granted
an extension to his pastorate,
ending June 30, 2019.
CHAPLAIN
Reverend Francisco Maria
Cordeiro Mendonca, parochial
vicar of St. Philomena Parish,
Livingston, has been appointed

of Comfort and Hope” retreat
for bereaved parents, at Notre
Dame Parish in North Caldwell,
9 a.m., call Lauren Egan at
973-497-4327 or email
lauren.egan@rcan.org.

June 14
Loyola Jesuit Center, Morristown, “Evening in the Loyola
Prayer Gardens” fundraiser, 6:30
p.m., $40 per person, $75 per
couple, includes dinner and 50/50
rafﬂe, visit www.loyola.org, email
retreathouse@loyola.org or call
973-539-0740.

Immigrant workshop to oﬀer tools for parishes
All pastors and members of their parish staffs are invited to a workshop
on Serving Immigrant Communities on June 12 at 10 a.m. in the auditorium
of the Archdiocesan Center in Newark.
Representatives of Faith in New Jersey (FINJ), a statewide network of
clergy and congregations working to promote immigrant, racial and economic justice, will provide a two-hour workshop on concrete steps that
parishes can take to stand in solidarity with the immigrant community at a
time when many families face the threat of being separated via detention
and deportation.
For more information, contact Father Timothy Graff, director of the
Social Concerns Office, at rev.timothy.graff@rcan.org or 973-497-4318.

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology

Ofﬁcial Appointments
PASTORS

June 2
Ofﬁce of Family Life Ministries,
Archdiocese of Newark, “A Day

7

chaplain of the Policeman’s
Benevolent Association, Local No.
263, Livingston, effective immediately.
RELEASED
Reverend James E.
Starasinich, pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish, Lyndhurst, has been
released to serve as pastor of St.
Joseph Parish, Owatonna, Minn.,
ending July 1, 2021.
RETIREMENT
(All effective July 1)
Reverend Stephen A. Kopacz
has been granted retirement.
Reverend Monsignor Dennis
J. Mahon has been granted
retirement.
Reverend Edward P. Szpiech
has been granted retirement.

Grow
in your
Faıth

Graduate theology
courses available this
summer and fall

Apply now for a Master of Arts in Theology
or a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry.
Register today for a free online preview of an
upcoming graduate course.

For details and application information,
e-mail theology@shu.edu, call (973) 761-9633 or visit

www.shu.edu/advocate-courses
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Symposium on parish renewal energizes leaders

SOUTH ORANGE—Diocesan
and parish leaders from the greater
New York metropolitan area gathered at Seton Hall University for the
Monsignors Thomas Kleissler and
Thomas Ivory Symposium on Parish
Renewal. The event was hosted by
RENEW International in partnership
with the Center for Catholic Studies

Cardinal Tobin presents RENEW
co-founder Msgr. Tom Kleissler
with his own letter of appreciation
along with an apostolic blessing
from Pope Francis.

at Seton Hall and America Media.
More than 200 clergy and lay men
and women listened to insights from
Catholic thought leaders and engaged in dialogue on topics vital to
today’s church.
Keynote speaker William Simon,
chairman of the nonprofit organization Parish Catalyst and author of
“Great Catholic Parishes,” addressed
the four foundational practices he
found in successful parishes. In his
research, he found that great parishes share leadership, foster spiritual
maturity and plan for discipleship,
excel on Sundays and evangelize.
The keynote was followed by
four panelists: Chris Lowney, author
of “Everyone Leads”; Sister Terry
Rickard, O.P., president of RENEW;
Father Bismarck Chau, pastor of St.
Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral in Newark; and Leisa Anslinger, director of
Catholic Life and Faith.
The panelists answered questions
and explored new topics raised in table discussions. Following the panel
discussion, a final table session produced a collection of takeaways that
was shared with the room.
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,

Submitted photos

Cardinal Tobin with RENEW Executive Director Sister Theresa
Rickard, O.P., and RENEW 40th Anniversary Committee Chairman
Don Whittam.
C.Ss.R., joined participants and pan- Cardinal Tobin presented each of
RENEW’s founders with an apostolelists for evening prayer and shared
ic blessing as well as his own letter
reflections about RENEW and the
of congratulations and gratitude.
vision of its founders, Monsignors
The symposium was one of a
Kleissler and Ivory, who were presseries of events in celebration of REent. “As a young priest in Detroit, I
knew two things about Newark,” the NEW’s 40th anniversary. The yearlong initiative titled Forward at Forcardinal said. “I knew it was in New
ty highlights past accomplishments
Jersey, and I knew it had a wonderand looks forward to continuing its
ful program called RENEW.”
At the conclusion of his remarks, mission within the church.

You’re Never Alone
Tune in for the LIVE
and interactive Chaplet
of Divine Mercy at
4:00 PM on The Drew
Mariani ShowTM!
Learn how to pray the
Divine Mercy Chaplet
and other prayers on
the FREE mobile app!

It’s in your app store
Relevant Radio 1496 Bellevue St, Green Bay, WI 54311
Prayer Line: 888-577-5443 | Donor/Listener Line: 877-291-0123 | Live Call-In Studio Line: 888-914-9149
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Cardinal celebrates
50th wedding
anniversary Mass
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

M

ore than 150 couples from around the archdiocese gathered
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark to
celebrate a golden milestone. A special anniversary Mass
was held May 6 in honor of couples marking 50 years or
more of marriage this year. Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R., celebrated the liturgy, which included a rite of sprinkling, blessing of
rings and a special prayer over the congregation.
During his homily, Cardinal Tobin reflected on the Gospel reading, “This
is my commandment: love one another as I love you.” (Jn 15:12) He recognized the couples for being a symbol of Christ’s love for his church, stating
it is a duty to love each other as disciples, reflecting God’s own faithfulness.
“Each day you receive God’s love, and each day you give it away,” the cardinal said.
Following the homily, Cardinal Tobin briefly paused the Mass after an
older gentleman fell ill and needed medical assistance. The cardinal invited
those in attendance to pray for their brother and led the congregation in reciting the Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be and the Memorare until EMTs
arrived. Cardinal Tobin came down from the sanctuary and gave a special
blessing to the man and his wife before they left. He then continued with the
Mass.
After the celebration, the couples were invited to come forward to receive
a pin as a remembrance. Cardinal Tobin graciously met individually with
each couple and took pictures with them.
Victor and Rose Salvadore, who were married 50 years ago at Sacred
Heart Parish in Bloomfield, said that, after some health issues, they were
thankful to reach this milestone. “Wow! We made it,” Rose exclaimed.
Thomas and Geraldine Lewis, parishioners of St. Mary in Rutherford,
echoed those sentiments and said the Mass was “very special.” “You never
know if you’ll make it to 50,” Geraldine said. When asked what the key to a
long marriage is, Thomas replied, “Faith and patience.”

Submitted photo

Advocate photos-Kelly Marsicano

Students from the environmental science program at the
Academy of the Holy Angels recently released 125 fingerling
trout into the Saddle River at Rindlaub Park, marking the end
of this year’s Trout in the Classroom program. This is the fourth
consecutive year Erica Pritchard’s (center) students have raised
and released trout. In early October, the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish & Wildlife provided
the eggs to AHA. Students observed the fish as they developed
from eggs to fingerlings, and cared for the trout at each stage.
Before the release, the students performed an assessment of
water and organisms within the river.
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Congratulations and Best Wishes

To the Class of 2018
Ordination Class to the Priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our thoughts and prayers go especially to

Fr. Anthony R. Di Stefano and Fr. Marco Vitrano
Who have faithfully served in our Parish.
May the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Watch over and bless you always
Rev. Joseph A. Ferraro, Pastor
Fr. Mauro Primavera &
Fr. Francesco Donnaruma
and the Staff and
Parishioners
of Holy Family - Nutley

May 16, 2018

May 16, 2018
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The Parish Family
of Saint Michael, Cranford
extends prayerful congratulations to

Rev. Mr. Sebastian Valencia Obando
upon his ordination to the priesthood.

We are grateful,Deacon Sebastian,
for your example of joyful service
of God and His People.

Reverend Juan Carlos Velasquez Ducayin
May God’s blessings be upon you
at your ordination and throughout
your priesthood.

Ad multos annos!
Rev. Msgr. Timothy J. Shugrue, Pastor

You will remain in our prayers.
Your friends at
Saint Aloysius Church
Newark
Rev. Elky Reyes, Pastor

Rev. Francisco J. Rodriguez, Administrator,
Parishioners, Staff and Priests
of Saint Francis de Sales, Lodi
extend prayerful congratulations to

Rev. Anthony Robert DiStefano
“Always remember the example of the Good
Shepherd who came not to be served but to serve,
and to seek out and rescue those who are lost.”
(Rite of Ordination to the priesthood)

The people of St. Bartholomew’s rejoice
in your ordination.
You will always be in our hearts & prayers.
Very Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S., Pastor
Rev. David C. Santos, Parochial Vicar
Priests, Sisters, Deacons & Staff of
St. Bartholomew Church

Sebastian Valencia Obando
Class of 2018
on your presbyteral ordination.

Be assured of our prayers and support.
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Class of 2018 answers the call
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By Melissa McNally and Kelly Marsicano

ine men will be ordained priests of the Archdiocese of Newark by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., at the Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark on May 26. The Class of 2018 includes a former attorney and a former philosophy professor. The multicultural group reflects the diversity of the archdiocese—three of the men hail from Colombia, with others from Poland, Italy and
Venezuela.
The new class will join some 700 other priests in serving the Archdiocese of Newark’s 1.5 million Catholics in Bergen, Essex, Hudson and
Union counties. The men, ranging in age from 27 to 53, will share the light and love of Christ with the Church of Newark.

Father Anthony R. Di Stefano

Age: 53
Place of birth: Brooklyn, N.Y.
Education: B.A. in history from Rutgers University, New
Brunswick; Juris Doctorate from Rutgers School of Law,
Camden
Home parish: St. Bartholomew the Apostle, Scotch Plains
After years working as an attorney and establishing his own law firm, Father
Di Stefano returned to the church after his mother became seriously ill. He
discovered a “new-found love of Jesus Christ” and served as a lector, extraordinary minister of holy Communion and lay assistant coordinator of the
RCIA program at his home parish.
Although he had a desire to enter the priesthood as a child, he said his career
got in the way of his faith. “As I discerned the sense of calling, I also struggled with feelings of commitment to the people I worked with over 18 years
as an attorney and kept telling myself that it would be impossible to leave a
career and business after such a long time,” he said. “I kept convincing myself that the call that was stirring in my heart could be satisfied with the status
quo of balancing both my career and my service to the church and my parish
in lay ministry.”
Following Hurricane Sandy, Father Di Stefano fully committed to his vocation after someone told him during Mass he had a calling. “I am convinced
that the voice I heard was God, himself, asking me once more to answer his
call and offer the gift of myself to him in the priesthood just like Jesus Christ
offered himself up to the Father.”

Father Marcin Fuks
.

Age: 32
Place of birth: Zyrardów, Poland
Education: B.A. and M.A. in physical education and
pedagogy from the University of Łódź, Poland; M.A. in
systematic theology and M.Div. in pastoral theology from
Seton Hall University
Home parish: St. Aloysius, Newark
For Father Fuks, making the pilgrimage to Sydney, Australia, for World Youth
Day in 2008 confirmed his call to the priesthood. “Up until that pilgrimage, I
was trying to escape from even considering the thought or possibility of my vocation,” he said. “I was finishing my studies, working, having a ‘good’ life, and
I did not plan any radical changes. Nevertheless, in the midst of all of that, I felt
some emptiness and being unsatisfied with what I had.”
Hearing Pope Benedict XVI speak and meeting young people from the Neocatechumenal Way further cemented his vocation. “I still remember at that
moment I felt peace and joy that I never felt before in my life,” Father Fuks
explained.
A catechist in his native Poland also helped shepherd a young Father Fuks
through his teenage years. “At that time, around 15, I was very rebellious
against my parents and bored with the whole church thing,” he said. “This
lady, who was in her 50s, was basically fighting against cancer, a fight that
she eventually lost, was an example of true joy and peace that comes from
Catholic faith, and because of her witness, I am here today.”

Father Juan Carlos Velasquez Ducayin Father Joseph Anthony Fur�ag�era
Age: 33
Place of birth: Puerto la Cruz, Venezuela
Education: B.A. in Catholic theology; M.A. in systematic
theology; and M.Div. (master of divinity) from Seton Hall
University, South Orange
Home parish: St. Aloysius, Newark
Father Velasquez always knew he wanted to be a priest. His
parents, Fausto and Nancy, ensured that he and his three siblings were deeply
rooted in faith. “It is difficult for me to think of only one person in my life
who God used to bring this vocation to fruition. Since I was a child, God
blessed me, giving me so many people to help me in my life; they supported
me in many ways in discerning my vocation toward the priesthood,” he said.
He credits local catechists, who were like “second parents,” for keeping him
connected to the church. “Many lay and religious friends who I have encountered during all these years of discernment toward the priesthood, I am sure
that without their prayers and their example of a Christian life this vocation
with which God has blessed me would never have come to realization,” Father Velasquez explained.

Age: 29
Place of birth: Summit, N.J.
Education: B.A. in criminal justice and philosophy from
Rutgers University, Newark
Home parish: St. James the Apostle, Springfield
Working in prison ministry had a significant effect on Father
Furnaguera’s life. While in his discernment year, he visited and prayed with
inmates. “They were always very gracious for our visits and would often
look forward to our time together,” he recalled. “I’ll never forget the night
that a gentleman asked me if God could forgive him for what he had done.
He told me that he was on trial for murder, explained the circumstance of the
case, and (said) his one question was if God was capable of forgiving him. I
saw in his eyes that it wasn’t just a provocative question or false piety to buy
my time, he was serious.”
Father Furnaguera prayed that God would work through him to help the inmate find reconciliation and love. “I cried that night because I wanted him
to confess his soul’s deepest sorrow and I wanted to reach my hand over his
head and tell him with the authority of Christ, ‘I absolve you from your sins.’
I knew that he needed to hear those words spoken to him. I realized that we
all need to hear those words.”

May 16, 2018
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Father Sebastian Valencia Obando

Age: 27
Place of birth: Medellin, Antioquia, Colombia
Education: B.A. in philosophy and Catholic studies from
Seton Hall University
Home parish: St. Francis de Sales, Lodi
According to Father Valencia, his mother, Adriana, always
knew her eldest son would become a priest. “My mother says
I have shown admiration for priests and their ministerial role since an early
age, and I have also expressed in numerous ways a desire to be like them. As
a child, I remember actively participating in any parish event as an altar server at my home parish in Colombia.”
Father Valencia said the pastor of St. Gabriel of Sorrow Parish in Medellin,
who “radiated love and passion for the priesthood,” particularly inspired him.
“His kindness and sympathy inspired many of us to work with him for the
sake of the parish and the neighborhood. His good example nourished the
dream of making me a dedicated working priest.”
As a teen, Father Valencia helped in the catechetical formation of children
and was later drawn to the “dynamism” of the charismatic renewal movement. “The movement, from where I acquired my spirituality, confirmed the
vocation to the priesthood, enriched my desire to follow the call and strengthen the gift of perseverance on this journey toward the priesthood,” Father
Valencia explained. “The charismatic spirituality and seminary formation
contributed a lot to form the man and servant who I am.”

Father Gabriel Perdomo

Age: 33
Place of birth: Puerto Boyacá, Colombia
Education: B.A. in philosophy from Seminario Nacional
Cristo Sacerdote in Yarumal, Antioquia, Colombia
Home parish: St. Peter the Apostle, River Edge
As a teenager, Father Perdomo realized he had a passion for helping others.
At age 13, he was involved in a special Christmas program designed to help
poor children. “Through that program, some parishes offer the opportunity to children to pray the novena around the manger and (learn) catechesis
about the Christmas season,” he explained. With the assistance of priests and
deacons, he worked with children and “played the role of professor” for nine
days. “At the end of my first experience, I felt really happy for all the work
that (we) did with the children of my parish.”
Because Father Perdomo worked so well with children, his pastor invited
him to teach catechesis every Sunday. He also found a group of young adults
who helped prepare breakfast to share with poor children.
“Through those activities, I realized that life has value when we put our capabilities and gifts received from the Lord to the service of others,” Father
Perdomo explained. “We cannot be selfish with all the blessings that we have
received in our lives, we are called to spread love as Jesus commanded and
that love must be given in a real way.”

Father Diego Navar�o Rodríg�ez

Age: 36
Place of birth: Albania, Caquetá, Colombia
Education: B.A. in philosophy from Universidad San
Buenaventura, Colombia
Home parish: St. Mary, Nutley
A former philosophy professor, Father Navarro took nearly 20
years to complete his priestly formation. In 1999, he entered the seminary,
studied for two years and then left. In 2001, he entered the Benedictine Monastery of Tibatí, located in Bogotá, Colombia, and left in 2009.
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In 2012, Father Navarro came to the United States for a year of formation at
Emmaus House in Newark. A year later, he entered Immaculate Conception
Seminary School of Theology at Seton Hall University.
“I entered the seminary immediately after high school,” he explained. “After
two years of studies, I felt the priesthood was not what I wanted at that moment. However, when God calls, he always keeps calling. I feel I am not the
idealistic boy who started his vocational path 20 years ago. Through life experiences, great priests, my family—especially my mother—I have found the
guidance, the love and care for my vocation.”
Father Navarro said he believes his decades-long journey to the priesthood
has made him more mature. “I have accepted my brokenness, my limitations, but also my virtues and my strengths. I believe I am more realistic, less
demanding, less judgmental. I understand that God loves me so much that
he has allowed me to do what I have done, even running away from him like
Jonah did.”

Father Jakov Vidov

Age: 38
Place of birth: Zadar, Croatia
Home parish: Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Ridgewood
Father Vidov’s journey to World Youth Day in Sydney,
Australia, confirmed his decision to enter the seminary. “After meeting with Pope Benedict, I remember a priest giving a reflection on
Psalm 127: ‘If the Lord does not build the house, in vain do the builders
labor.’ At that period in my life, I had a good job, a nice place to live; I had
everything that I believed should make me happy, but I was not in peace,” he
recalled. “Every time I was alone, something was nudging me deep inside.”
An only child, Father Vidov attended World Youth Day with a Neocatechumenal community from his parish in Zagreb, Croatia. “Thanks to the words
of this priest, I understood, for the first time in my life, that I was trying to
live a ‘perfect life,’ while silencing a voice of God in my heart that was there
from early childhood—a voice that was calling me to become a priest.”

Father Marco Vit�ano

Age: 30
Place of birth: Misilmeri, Palermo, Italy
Home parish: Holy Family, Palermo, Italy
Growing up in a small town with his two older sisters, Father
Vitrano’s parents, Francesco and Rosella, were faithful Catholics. He credits the Neocathecumenal Way with helping his
family grow spiritually.
“The Neocathecumenal Way was crucial for my vocation. I can say that without it, I would never have considered the vocation to the priesthood. I thank
the Lord for the gift of the church that gave my life meaning,” he explained.
Being the only and youngest boy, Father Vitrano felt he was “spoiled” by his
mother and sisters. He credits the church for helping change his outlook on
life. “I wanted to be number one everywhere and I was willing to do whatever it took. This made me become very judgmental and to view everyone
as an obstacle. I thought I was the only righteous one and everyone else was
wrong. I believed that it was never my fault but always someone else’s,” he
explained. “I became very alone and introverted until I discovered that God
loved me the way I was, that he did not judge me for my sins. This news
changed my life. For the first time, I felt loved, free and happy.”

Ordination 2018
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The office and staff of
Catholic Cemeteries
extend a Thank you
to the Class of 2018
for answering God’s call.
Diego Navarro
Rodriguez

May every good

grace be with you
as you fill
the spiritual needs
of God’s people here
in the Archdiocese
of Newark
www.RCANCEM.org

Largest Selection of Church Supplies in NJ.

CONGRATULATIONS
&
BLESSINGS
to the Ordination
Class of 2018
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

147 Market Street, Passaic, NJ
973-473-5246 • 1-800-358-5112
Email: info@sikoras.com
www.sikoras.com
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am - 5pm

May the Lord Bless you and keep you under
His mantle of care and protection always.
from Saint Stephen Parish,
Kearny
Very Rev. Joseph A. Mancini
Pastor

Congratulations
and God’s Blessings
to

Reverend Marcin Fuks
Reverend Elky Reyes, Pastor
and the Saint Aloysius
Newark Parish Family
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Congratulations and Well Done!

Reverend Gabriel Perdomo

With prayers and
best wishes as you
are consecrated to
a life of service to
the people of God.
God Bless You Always,

From all of us at

Advocate
The Catholic

D
A

Rev. Michael Sheehan
and all the staff and parishioners
at St. Peter the Apostle Parish,
River Edge

irectory
and
lmanac

Rev. Anthony R. Di Stefano
With prayers and best wishes
as you are consecrated
to a life of service
to the people of God.
BIANCAMANO & DI STEFANO
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
EXECUTIVE PLAZA
10 PARSONAGE ROAD, SUITE 300
EDISON, NEW JERSEY 08837

(732) 549-0220 | (732) 549-0068 FAX
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Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R., is scheduled to
appear at the following
upcoming events:
Sunday, May 20
Noon
Diaconate ordination
Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark

Sunday, June 10
Noon
75th Anniversary Closing Mass
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish, Wallington

Saturday, May 26
10 a.m.
Priesthood ordination
Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark

Friday, June 22
10:30 a.m.
Opening of Mercy House
Blessed Sacrament Parish
Convent, Newark

Monday, May 28
11 a.m.
Memorial Day Mass
Holy Cross Cemetery,
North Arlington

Sunday, June 24
Noon
70th Anniversary Mass
St. Bartholomew Parish,
Scotch Plains

Submitted photo

More than 320 people gathered for the first-ever Catholic Bible
Conference offered by the Archdiocese of Newark. The inaugural
event was held April 14 at Mother Seton Regional High School in
Clark. It featured an opening prayer service led by Vicar General
and Moderator of the Curia Msgr. Thomas Nydegger and a
keynote address by Father Pablo Gadenz, associate professor
of Biblical Studies at Immaculate Conception Seminary. Several
workshops were offered in English and Spanish to inspire love
for God’s word and to increase biblical literacy among the faithful
of the archdiocese.

The Administration, Faculty, Staff,
Seminarians and Students
of
Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology
Congratulate the Diaconal and Presbyteral Ordinandi
Reverend Mr. Steve Chun
Reverend Mr. Andrew De Silva
Reverend Mr. Juan Rojas

Reverend Anthony Di Stefano
Reverend Joseph Furnaguera
Reverend Diego Navarro
Reverend Gabriel Perdomo

May God bless you in your future priestly ministry.
Ad multos annos!
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Saint Vincent Academy receives
$500,000 grant from Prudential

NEWARK–Saint Vincent Academy is one of 17 nonprofit organizations
to receive part of a $30 million grant from Prudential Financial, Inc. to fund
capital campaigns and endowments throughout Newark’s five wards.
The all-girls high school will receive $500,000 to support the “Endowing
Our Future” project that will enhance Saint Vincent Academy’s financial viability to ensure the continuation of college-preparatory education for women
of color and limited means. The annual interest earnings of the Prudential
funds will contribute to program development, faculty incentives, building
maintenance and student enrollment security.
“Prudential Financial’s leadership championing the works of Newark’s
nonprofits has gone unmatched for decades,” said Sister June Favata, S.C.,
administrative director of the academy. “Here at Saint Vincent Academy,
we have enjoyed Prudential’s support of our unique programming, special
events, a faculty chair and, most recently, the endowment fund. We approach our 150th anniversary with pride and grateful acknowledgement of
Prudential’s contributions to the academy’s continued influence on young
women’s lives.”
With a focus on meeting critical needs of organizations serving Newark
communities, the grants are in addition to Prudential’s annual grant-making
budget and build on the more than $1 billion the company has committed toward the revitalization of its home city in the past decade alone.
“As a Newark native, I’ve seen the positive impact made when local government, businesses and community nonprofit organizations work together
to improve the city,” said Shané Harris, vice president of corporate giving for
Prudential. “At Prudential, we recognize that strong and vibrant communities cannot exist without a strong nonprofit sector. These grants are designed
to help strengthen the financial stability of these groups so they can continue
delivering quality programs that will serve the residents of Newark today and
in the future.”

Advocate photo-Melissa McNally

On May 1, representatives of the Tri-State Italian-American
Congress presented $25,000 in scholarships to a group of
students of Italian heritage from 25 Catholic elementary schools
in the Archdiocese of Newark. Parents and friends of the
scholarship winners, clergy and the schools’ faculty were
present at the Archdiocesan Center awards ceremony. From
left to right, Treasurer/Executive Director of the Tri-State ItalianAmerican Congress Ralph A. Contini; President Louis Vele;
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., and members of the board
of directors Vincent P. Brana and Lawrence R. Inserra Jr.

Book Your Vacation Now – Call For Limited Time Savings

2 FOR 1 Hawaiian Islands 2 FOR 1
Grand Alaskan SAVINGS
SAVINGS

Cruise & Tour

Cruise & Tour

12 days from $2,798* $1,399*

12 days from $3,998* $1,999*

See the Alaskan interior and huge glaciers calving
as you cruise the Inside Passage on a 7-night cruise
aboard Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam.
Sailing from Vancouver visit Glacier Bay, Juneau,
Skagway & Ketchikan, plus take a 4-day land tour
of Denali National Park, Anchorage, Iditarod Sled
Dog HQ, bears at a wildlife center & option to take
an Alaska Rail Road dome-car. Hotels, all meals on
cruise & sightseeing on the land tour included.

Our incredible Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour visits
four islands in 12 days including 7 nights aboard
Norwegian’s freshly renovated Pride of America.
Start in Waikiki on Oahu, and continue to the golden
beaches of Maui, active volcanoes on the “Big
Island” Hawaii, and the lush “Garden Isle” of Kauai,
before returning to Oahu for included sightseeing in
Honolulu and Pearl Harbor. With ocean sunsets
and Hawaiian hospitality, this is a truly incredible tour.
Fully escorted with hotels, porterage, and sightseeing.

Departs July - September 2018

Give a little

TENDERNESS

®

Departs year round 2018

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.)

51689AAY | $199.90* separately
FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

FREE SPECIALTY DINING PACKAGE

YMT Vacations – the escorted tour experts since 1967!
TM

1-844-852-6336

Promo code N7017

Prices are per person, double occupancy and exclude taxes & government fees of $299. Prices shown are after 2for1 offer are applied. Cruise prices based on Inside Cabin. Free onboard
credit with Ocean View or Balcony cabin purchase for Alaska. Free specialty dining package for Hawaii with purchase of Ocean View cabin or Balcony cabin; specialty dining package for
Hawaii requires pre-paid gratuities. All special offers apply to new bookings only made by 4/30/18 and are subject to availability. Lowest season prices shown; seasonal charges and single
supplements may apply. Add-on airfare is available. Additional terms and conditions apply, ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Combo Price

4999

$

Plus, get
4 more Burgers and
4 more Kielbasa

FREE!

*Savings shown over aggregated
single item base price. Limit 2
pkgs. Free gifts must ship with
#51689. Standard S&H will be
added. Expires 7/31/18. ©2018
OCG 18M0094 Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-844-526-4290 and ask for 51689AAY
www.OmahaSteaks.com/meal13
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Walking the footsteps of a future saint
By Melissa McNally
Editor

O

n a pleasant spring day, around
85 pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Newark traveled to
New York City to explore the
life of Venerable Pierre Toussaint. Born a slave in Haiti, he died a free
man in New York and is on track to become
North America’s first black saint.
The April 28 bus trip was organized
by Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V., coordinator for the Archdiocese of Newark’s
African American, African and Caribbean Apostolate. Working with the Office of
Black Ministry in the Archdiocese of New
York, the group visited key landmarks of
the future saint’s life. Attendees toured St.
Peter Parish, where Toussaint regularly
attended Mass, the Basilica of St. Patrick’s
Old Cathedral in Lower Manhattan and St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in Midtown, where he
is buried.
Toussaint was an instrumental figure
Advocate photos-Melissa McNally
in the Catholic community in 19th cenFather Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V., kneeling, with the pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Newark
tury New York City. He raised funds for
in front of the Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in Lower Manhattan. Venerable Pierre
the first Catholic orphanage and began the
Toussaint helped raise money to build the cathedral.
city’s first school for black children. He
also helped provide funds for the Oblate
The group began their journey at St. Peter
Sisters of Providence, a religious commuParish, where Toussaint attended daily Mass
nity of black nuns founded in Baltimore.
for almost 70 years. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Toussaint cared for the sick and the dying
foundress of the Sisters of Charity, also
when a yellow fever epidemic plagued the
attended the parish and was his contemporary.
city. He was also a successful entrepreneur,
and once worked as a hairdresser for New
York’s elite.
In recognition of his life of service and
philanthropy, Cardinal Terence J. Cooke,
then Archbishop of New York, introduced
Toussaint’s cause for canonization at the
Vatican in 1968. On Dec. 17, 1997, he was
declared “venerable” by Pope John Paul II.
Father Okwuosa said he believed the
pilgrimage gave new insight to the man
who is an inspiration to his people. “For
people from the islands, especially those
from Haiti, the trip felt like they were coming home. It is important for us to learn
more about our brothers and sisters who
are in the process of beatification,” he explained.
“I feel closer to Pierre Toussaint (after
the pilgrimage),” Bethie Dominique said. “I
feel very proud to be Haitian.”
A parishioner from St. Peter Claver
Parish in Montclair, Dominique emigrated
from Haiti in 1971. She once worked as an
educator in New York, teaching elementary
school children about Toussaint.
“I’ve always known what Toussaint
stood for and all the good work he did, but
when you actually see the places he’s been,
The Basilica of St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in Lower Manhattan was the seat of the Roman
it is a different experience,” she said. “I felt
Catholic Archdiocese of New York until the current St. Patrick’s Cathedral opened in 1879.
blessed and spiritually motivated.”
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Brother Tyrone A. Davis,
C.F.C., executive director of
the Office of Black Ministry for
the Archdiocese of New York,
provided insight on Toussaint
and Old St. Patrick’s.

Newly ordained Father Kareem
Smith gave the group a tour
of the current St. Patrick’s
Cathedral.
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Father Okwuosa celebrated Mass with pilgrims at St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral.

Toussaint, along with his wife
Juliette and adopted daughter
Euphemia, were buried in the
cemetery at Old St. Patrick’s.
In December 1989, Cardinal
John J. O’Connor had
Pierre Toussaint’s remains
transferred to the new St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in Midtown.

Toussaint was the first layman to be buried in the crypt below
the main altar of St Patrick’s Cathedral. The crypt is normally
reserved for bishops of the Archdiocese of New York.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, also referred to as “America’s Parish
Church,” welcomes thousands of visitors every week.
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CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

HELP WANTED

This garden dedicated
to our Blessed Mother is
behind the main Several
Sources Shelter.

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER –
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual,
willing to serve God through those we help. Our “baby-saving”
work was featured in the award winning 2014 feature film
Gimme Shelter. Salary $23,660, generous vacation. Driver’s
license required. For job description, REPLY TO: email
susanharperlloyd@aol.com, call 201-819-4699.
Visit our website www.severalsources.net.

NOVENA
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
Oh most beautiful ﬂower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me that you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to secure me in my necessity (make request). There are none that can withstand your power.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee. I place this cause in your hands.
Amen. (Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days.)
D.K.

An archdiocesan
sponsored spiritual
support group for
persons experiencing
same-sex attractions
who desire to lead a
chaste life in accord
with Catholic teaching
on homosexuality.
For information,
call 908-272-2307
or 201-220-3968
(Bergen County)
(All calls confidential)

HOW TO
REPORT ABUSE
The Archdiocese of Newark
takes very seriously any and all
credible complaints of sexual
misconduct by members of the
clergy, Religious and lay staff of
the archdiocese. We encourage
anyone with knowledge of
an act of sexual misconduct
to inform the archdiocese
immediately so that we may
take appropriate action to
protect others and provide
support to victims of sexual
abuse.
Individuals who wish to
report an allegation of sexual
misconduct may do so by
calling the Archdiocesan Office
of Child and Youth Protection at
(201) 407-3256.

Immaculate Conception
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895
Your Classified Could Be

Here
Call 973-497-4200

HEALTHCARE

ANNOUNCEMENT

COURAGE
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LB QUALITY PLUS NURSES, INC.

Licensed heath care service firm,
Lic #HP0079100

Lucy V. Buoye, RN, BSN, CCM
President/CEO

Serving Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Union
and Warren counties since 1988.
Our compassionate caregivers are employees of the company;
licensed, bonded and insured.
Whatever your special health care needs may be (live-in,
short-term or extended period of rehabilitation; geriatric care
management or pediatric care), LBQPN can provide
personalized care with ﬂexible schedules.

For more information,
please call Lucy at 973-980-3982

http://www.lbqualityplusnurses.com/
69 Fairview Avenue Verona, NJ 07044

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the
lower cost alternative to
nursing homes or assisted
living. Family Care Agency
Inc. provides live-in
CAREGIVERS, allowing
the comfort of their own
home.

Family Care Agency Inc.
has been serving NYC, NJ, CT
and LI since 2000, specializing
in placing FILIPINO
caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are ﬂuent in
English with great references
for satisfaction guaranteed.

For our personalized
placement services call

Karen at (908)377-9375

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare
for your loved ones at low cost? Let us take
the frustration out of finding the right person.
We are just a phone call away.
2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308
Union, New Jersey 07083
care.assist.nj@gmail.com

Cell: (908) 209-5440
careassistonline.com
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Archdiocesan schools strive
toward inclusive education

C

By Eileen O’Neill

syndrome, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and
autism spectrum disorders.
After much research, the task
force released the archdiocesan
special education initiative. Generous donors, including Linda
Graves, founder and president
of Blue Sky Data Corporation in
Parsippany, supported the program, which launched last school
year. The objective is to implement additional support services
in all Catholic schools throughout Bergen, Essex, Hudson and
Union counties.

atholic education is
well respected for
its attention to the
individual person,
as well as its ability to reach out to students at the
margins of society. For decades,
Catholic schools have worked
with parents of children with
special needs to provide learning, spiritual and social emotional
support. However, some parents
of children with learning disabilities have expressed sadness that
a Catholic education was not
available to their sons and
daughters. This was due, in
part, to the lack of support ser- EDUCATION OUTREACH
vices necessary to sufficiently
accommodate children with
special needs.
As coordinator of special
To address this concern and
education for diocesan schools,
to provide an inclusive educaI am responsible for overseeing
tion opportunity to more students
the initiative throughout the four
with special needs, archdiocesan
counties—building relationships
officials and the office of the Suwith parents, teachers and adperintendent of Schools created a
ministrators. A certified and state
task force consisting of school ad- licensed counselor and adminministrators, teachers and learnistrator, behavioral analyst and
ing consultants. The goal of the
special educator, I offer support
task force was to design a univerand resources for students and
sal, school-wide plan to support
school staff. I assist schools in the
students with different learning
areas of individualized intervenneeds, including those with Down tion plans, counseling, task-relat-

superintendent of schools

ed behavior analysis, curriculum
modifications and adaptations and
differentiation in instruction.
One of my most vital tasks is
to train staff how to use the Response to Intervention (RTI) system. It is a systematic method to
identify struggling students early
in order to identify the student’s
needs and provide interventions
immediately. I am so happy with
the response I have received and
how the schools are using this
approach. Archdiocesan schools
continue to expand their ability
to use the RTI system effectively through teacher training and
program development. This helps
provide comprehensive services
to all students.
In this second year of the program, a cohort of archdiocesan
school teachers was admitted to
Seton Hall University’s Graduate
School of Education to complete
a master’s degree in special education, which includes earning
state certification in special education and a New Jersey supervisor certification. In an innovative
model, the cost of the master’s
degree will be shared between
the archdiocese, Seton Hall and
the teacher. The cohort will use
their new skills and expertise to
assist the teachers in their respec-

tive counties by modeling best
practices, further expanding the
use of RTI and being a consistent
resource for students with special
needs.
When teachers foster an environment that bonds the learners
as a community, there is respect
for others, trust, cooperation and
opportunities to strengthen faith
and live it every day. This type of
environment naturally supports
meaningful progress academically, socially and emotionally.
The archdiocese looks forward
to continuing to grow our special
education program to support all
students effectively and successfully.
Eileen O’Neill is the archdiocesan coordinator of special
education.
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Joseph Z.Konopka
Funeral Home LLC

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Serving all
communities
for 65 years
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FUNERAL HOME

(201) 865-0923
Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

Contact
(646) 239-9138 or (732) 874-5942
Joseph J. Caterina, CFP®
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Gala raises more than $400,000 for Catholic school scholarships
“Our schools are not like other schools,” said Aniyah Brown, a
sixth-grader at St. Benedict’s Elementary School in Newark. “They
are peaceful places; kids care about
learning and help each other. I want
to go to the Army and eventually become a police officer in Newark. St.
Benedict’s taught me that I can do
whatever I want. I just want to tell
all kids that it is possible when you
have the right education.”
Aniyah, along with more than
50 other student ambassadors from
St. Benedict’s, welcomed nearly 300
donors and friends of the Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children
(SFIC) on April 26 to celebrate the
organization’s 35th Annual Gala at
The Venetian in Garfield.
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R, spoke intimately about what
the organization means to the Archdiocese of Newark. He commended
SFIC for being a valuable resource
for those greatest-in-need, but saved
his most heartfelt gratitude for the
donors in attendance.
“We don’t educate students
because they are Catholic,” the
cardinal said. “We educate them

Submitted photos

Cardinal Tobin with students from St. Benedict’s Elementary School
at SFIC’s 35th Annual Gala at The Venetian in Garfield.
because we are Catholic.”
The gala raised more than
$400,000 in scholarship assistance
for children living at or below the
poverty level. Since 1984, in partnership with its donors, the Scholarship Fund has provided more than
50,000 partial-tuition scholarships,
totaling more than $40 million, so
that children of all faiths and back-

grounds may receive a high-quality,
values-based education at private
and parochial schools within the
archdiocese.
Hugh Weber, president of the
Prudential Center and the New Jersey Devils, was presented with the
Vitae Discimus (“We Teach by Our
Lives”) Award for his organization’s
support of inner-city education.
“We didn’t have a lot of money
growing up,” Weber said. “We lived
in a tough neighborhood outside of
Seattle.” He explained how his family, which included four older sisters,
sacrificed to send him to a Catholic high school. “When I look into
the eyes of the student ambassadors
here tonight, I see me and think to
myself, ‘What if something like the
SFIC had been there for me and my
family?’”
Polly and Terry O’Toole, parishioners at St. Rose of Lima in Short
Hills, received the Archbishop Peter
L. Gerety Award, named in honor
of SFIC’s founder. The O’Toole
Family Foundation, established in
2009, annually provides 12 partial
scholarships (three for each class
year) for students attending Catholic
high schools in the Archdiocese of
Newark. In 2014, they established
the O’Toole Presidential Scholarship, an endowment that provides
two full scholarships each year for
SFIC recipients to attend Villanova
University. Six scholarship recipients are currently at Villanova, while
four more are in local Catholic high
schools preparing to attend the university.
“I believe in the power of education,” Terry O’Toole said. “I be-

lieve in the power of the American
dream. Education opens the doors to
opportunities, and we are so grateful
to play a small role in helping the
American dream come true for some
students in the program.”
Father Edwin Leahy, honorary
dinner chairman and headmaster
at St. Benedict’s Prep in Newark,
introduced SFIC scholarship recipient Jose Garcia-Orozco, an honors
student and member of the swim and
water polo teams at the high school.
Jose shared that the assistance from
the Scholarship Fund made it possible for him to attend St. Benedict’s. He was recently chosen as an
O’Toole Presidential Scholar.
“I want to thank my mother for
making this possible,” he said. “You
moved our family from the Dominican Republic when I was three years
old in hopes of providing us a better
life. As a single mother, you worked
so many jobs and always put us before your own needs. You were the
one who reached to the Scholarship
Fund on our behalf and sacrificed
so much so that I could attend St.
Benedict’s. And that led us to Mr.
and Mrs. O’Toole and this dream. I
must give the Scholarship Fund for
Inner-City Children and the O’Toole
family my sincere thanks. You have
changed my life.”
For more information about the
Scholarship Fund for Inner-City
Children, call 973-497-4279 or visit
www.sficnj.org.

Hugh Weber, president of the
Prudential Center and the NJ
Devils, is presented with the
Vitae Discimus award from
Cardinal Tobin.
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Sister Angelina Pecoraro, M.P.F.

A

Mass of
Christian
Burial was celebrated April 12
at Villa Walsh in
Morristown for
Sister Angelina
Pecoraro, M.P.F.,
97, who died
April 9.
Born and raised in Newark, Sister Angelina entered the Religious
Teachers Filippini in 1937. She was
invested a year later and made her
final religious profession in 1941.
Sister Angelina served throughout the Archdiocese of Newark
and the Dioceses of Trenton and
Metuchen. She was a first grade
teacher for more than 50 years, and
was assigned to the following archdiocesan schools: Holy Rosary, Jersey City; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Orange; St. Anthony, Union
City; Our Lady of Lourdes, Union
City; St. Joseph, East Orange; and
Our Lady of Mount Virgin, Garfield.
She also served as principal of
St. Nicholas School in Palisades
Park and St. Anthony Elementary

School in Union City. In 1993, Sister Angelina was awarded Teacher
of the Year. In 1999, she was honored by the NCEA for her 60 years
dedicated to Catholic education.
When no longer able to teach, she
served as an administrative assistant at Our Lady of Libera School,
West New York.

Rev. Msgr. John J. Gilchrist

A

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated April 23 at St. Peter
Parish in Belleville for Rev. Msgr.
John J. Gilchrist, 88, who died
April 18.
An advocate
for operating engineers and other unions, social
issues and working families,
Msgr. Gilchrist
was ordained on
May 25, 1957.
After ordination, he spent several months at St. Mark Parish in
Rahway and was then assigned
to St. Cecilia Parish in Kearny,
where he served for 21 years. Msgr.
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Father Robert H. Langdon

A

Gilchrist then served at St. Nicholas in Jersey City, and, in 1980,
was appointed pastor at Our Lady
of Fatima Parish in North Bergen,
where he continued for 13 years. In
1993, Msgr. Gilchrist was appointed pastor at Holy Cross in Harrison,
where he served until 2007. He also
served as dean of North Hudson
and as the vicar for Pastoral Life in
the Archdiocese of Newark.
Msgr. Gilchrist served as chairperson of the Commission for Interreligious Affairs and developed
a tenant advocacy group in Hudson
County. He also fought for affordable housing opportunities for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Mass of
Christian
Burial was celebrated May 4 at
Corpus Christi
Parish in Hasbrouck Heights
for Father Robert
H. Langdon, 87, who died April 29.
Born in Hasbrouck Heights, Father Langdon was ordained May 26,
1956. His parish assignments included St. Paul, Ramsey; St. Mary,
Rutherford; St. Joseph, Jersey City;
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Newark; Madonna, Fort Lee; and St.
Paul of the Cross, Jersey City.
Father Langdon also taught at
the Oratory Preparatory School in
Summit and volunteered with Catholic Relief Services. Following retirement from St. Paul of the Cross
Parish in 2002, he offered Mass at
Holy Trinity Parish in Fort Lee on
Sundays.

Obituaries

Memorial Day Mass
Serving God & Country:
a Memorial Day Salute to Our Heroes

Join us
Monday, May 28, 2018
11:00 am
Rain or Shine - Canopy Provided

Archdiocesan Cemeteries & Celebrants
Holy Cross Cemetery

North Arlington

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.

Gate of Heaven Cemetery

Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Emery, J.C.L., M.A., V.E.

East Hanover

St. Gertrude Cemetery

Colonia

Most Rev. Manuel A. Cruz, D.D.

Maryrest Cemetery

Mahwah

Rev. Msgr. Thomas P. Nydegger, Ed.D.

Holy Name Cemetery

Rev. Msgr. Gregory J. Studerus, V.E.

Jersey City

Christ the King Cemetery

Franklin Lakes

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

East Orange

Most Rev. John W. Flesey, S.T.D., D.D.
Rev. Philip J. Waters, O.S.B., V.F.

For a complete schedule visit www.rcancem.org
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