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Parishioners from St. Aloysius 
in Caldwell quietly boarded 
a bus in the stillness of early 
morning. 

Th e bus idled soft ly as the 
last of the travelers found a seat and set-
tled in. Th e driver made an announce-
ment and turned onto Bloomfi eld Avenue 
past the church and a statue of St. Aloysius 
Gonzaga. Th e sun pierced the darkness of 
morning. 

Similar scenes played out across north-
ern New Jersey church parking lots on 
Oct. 26, as 4,000 members of the Archdio-
cese of Newark journeyed to Washington, 
D.C. In all, 84 busloads found their way to 
“Mary’s House,” the Basilica of the Nation-
al Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 

Th e shrine is considered “America’s 
Catholic Church,” and is the largest Ro-
man Catholic Church in the United States 
and North America. Newark parishioners 
make the pilgrimage south every three 
years.

“It’s an incredible church,” said Pablo 
Depaulis, the local event coordinator for 
St. Aloysius. “You just walk in there and 
you feel the grace of God. It’s majestic.”

Th e spiritual aspect of the pilgrimage is 
a tribute to Mary, mother of the Church. 
Th e bus trip itself is planned as a Marian 
devotion. As they drove down the New 
Jersey Turnpike, Depaulis and his fellow 
travelers sang “Ave Maria” in Spanish and 
prayed the rosary in two languages. Lat-
er, they would join a standing-room-only 
crowd at the basilica to pray the luminous 
mysteries of the rosary.

“Th ere is power in the number of peo-
ple that are going to pray today together,” 

said Father Juan Jose Esteban over the bus 
microphone when he shared some words 
of encouragement. Father Esteban, a pa-
rochial vicar at St. Aloysius Parish, served 
as the chaplain of the journey and led the 
travelers in morning prayers. 

 “Our faith is bigger than us,” he said. 
“We’re going down to Washington today 
to be unifi ed as a Church. Th ere is power 
in unity.”

Depaulis, an immigrant from Argen-

tina, remembers when his grandmother 
used to participate in pilgrimages to the 
Minor Basilica of Our Lady of Luján in 
Buenos Aires. “Th ere were thousands of 
people walking for a day,” he said. 

It was his grandmother’s inspiration 
that prompted him to participate in his 
own pilgrimage. “I have things in my 
heart that I never had a chance to talk to 
her about,” Depaulis said. 

A pilgrimage is a personal and com-

munal journey that has been part of Cath-
olic devotional practice throughout the 
world for years, said Msgr. Richard Gron-
cki, coordinator of the archdiocesan pil-
grimage since the 1970s.

“I was delighted by the whole experi-
ence,” Msgr. Groncki said at the close of 
this year’s event. “It was not only good 
worship but I hope the people were in-
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Th ousands of archdiocesan pilgrims 
head to Washington, D.C.
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All are called to be saints: 
holy men, holy women

During the fi rst two days of November, the Church calls our attention to 
what the Second Vatican Council termed “the universal call to holiness.” 
We Catholics believe that every human being is made in the image and 
likeness of God, and all of us—no matter who we are or what our personal 
history may be—are called to be holy.

What does it mean to be holy? According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
“the desire for God is written in the human heart.” (CCC #27)  We human beings are meant 
to search for God, to fi nd Him and to become united with Him—both here on earth and 
in our heavenly home. Holiness is the quality of our union with God, the indication of 
our closeness to Him. Holy women and men are close to God. Th at’s why we call them 
“saints,” which comes from the Latin word sanctus, or holy.

All of us are called to holiness, to closeness to God, but unfortunately, most of us fi nd 
ourselves further away from God than we would like to be. Th at’s why Christ gives us the 
sacraments— especially the Eucharist and the sacrament of penance—to help us in our 
daily struggles on the way to holiness. We all are called to be close to God, but for many 
of us (most of us?) the journey is a long and diffi  cult one.

Th anks be to God, His grace and mercy are endless. Our loving and merciful God 
never gives up on us. Even aft er we die, we 
Christians believe that it is still possible to 
atone for our sins, to grow in holiness and 
come closer to God. Th at’s why we pray 
for those who have died. It’s also why the 
Church celebrates the feast of All Souls on 
Nov. 2. We are all called to become holy—
both the living and the dead—and the grace 
of our Lord Jesus is not confi ned to this 
world but can reach even into the depths 
of hell—to the state of being we call pur-
gatory—to touch the hearts of those “poor 
souls” who must undergo a process of purifi cation before being fully united with God.

In our desire to be united with God, we look to the saints to show us the way. Th e 
saints seek God’s will in their lives. Th ey share with Him their hopes and frustrations 
(and sometimes even their loneliness, anger and fear). Th rough their prayer, their atten-
tive listening, even more than the words they speak, the holy men and women we call 
saints are in constant contact with God.

For the complete Rejoice in the Lord newsletter and past issues, including Spanish versions, visit www.rcan.org/rejoiceinthelord.

As we recall the holy people—living and deceased—who serve as stars guiding us to 
Christ, let’s pray for the grace to let God’s love and mercy touch our hearts and bring us 
closer to Him who is our true heart’s desire.

Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer,

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

Advocate photo-Jai Agnish

“THANKS BE TO GOD, 
HIS GRACE AND MERCY ARE 
ENDLESS. OUR LOVING AND 

MERCIFUL GOD NEVER GIVES 
UP ON US.”

A message from Pope Francis: words of challenge and hope
[Saints] are like us, they are like each of us; they are people who, before reaching the glory of heaven, 
lived a normal life, with joys and griefs, struggles and hopes.

Holiness is the manner of living that closely aligns us with God’s will as opposed to the values of the world. 
If a Christian wants to reach heaven, he or she should ask themselves if they are living for the pleasures of 
the world, or if they are striving after holiness with all their strength.

Let us ask ourselves what side we are on: that of heaven or that of the earth? Do we live for the Lord or 
for ourselves, for eternal happiness or for some fulfi llment now?

Let us ask ourselves: do we really want holiness? Or do we content ourselves with being Christians with-
out disgrace and without praise, who believe in God and esteem others but without going too far? The 
call to holiness is the opposite of living a mediocre Christian life. In short, either holiness or nothing!  
    (Message for the Solemnity of All Saints 2018)
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LIFENET to host fundraising gala
Th e nonprofi t pro-life educational organization LIFENET will host its 25th anni-

versary “A Child is Born” fundraising gala on Dec. 12 at the Westmount Country Club 
in Woodland Park. 

LIFENET’s mission is to attain equal rights for babies in the womb through educa-
tion, advocacy and networking. Th e gala helps to raise funds to continue outreach in 
churches, youth groups, schools and throughout secular society.

Th e event will include fellowship, cocktail hour and dinner with an open bar. In-
ternational speaker and evangelist Damon Owens will emcee the event, which will 
honor Barbara and Frank Tinari with the Richard F. Collier Achievement Award for 
outstanding pro-life work.

“Frank and Barbara have been so supportive of LIFENET and have been active in 
the pro-life movement,” said Executive Director Christine Flaherty. “When the orga-
nization was starting out, one of the fi rst calls I made for support was to the Tinaris. 
Th ey are just an amazing couple.”

Frank Tinari is professor emeritus at Seton Hall University, where he taught for 31 
years. A former mayor of Florham Park, he currently serves as a member of the New 
Jersey Committee for the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. Along with his wife, Barba-
ra, Frank co-chairs the pro-life ministry at Holy Family Parish in Florham Park. He 
serves as a trustee for the Legal Center for the Defense of Life and as a board member 
of the Life Education Council and LIFENET. He is editor of “Family & Pro-Life News 
Briefs,” a monthly newsletter with more than 30,000 readers that is posted on four di-
ocesan websites.

Barbara Tinari is a retired kindergarten teacher and former president of the Flor-
ham Park Board of Education. She participates in the 40 Days for Life campaign by 
praying outside of a Planned Parenthood facility in Morristown.  

Established in 1994, LIFENET has made waves in its advocacy to end abortion. 
Last year alone, the organization’s staff  and volunteers made 228 in-person presen-

tations to close to 9,000 young people and adults throughout New Jersey. Th ey have 
reached more than 177,000 individuals over the past 25 years.

“It is most eff ective to have young people talking to other young people,” Flaherty 
said. “We give an average of 150 talks per year. We always have presenters in the pipe-
line.”

LIFENET’s other activities include coordinating the 20/20 Project, a collaborative 
eff ort of many New Jersey-based pro-life organizations and individuals. Th e fi rst goal 
of the 20/20 Project is to ban abortion past 20 weeks. In the past year, more than 
100,000 postcards have been sent to state representatives asking them to support legis-
lation protecting babies in the womb at 20 weeks and beyond. In order to raise aware-
ness about the eff ort, some 60,000 baby feet car magnets and bumper stickers have 
been distributed.  

Th e organization also supports monthly prayer and fasting for an end to abortion. 
“We have had 198 people this year across the state participating in praying and fast-
ing for the 20/20 Project. When we fi rst started out, we only had 30 people join in,” 
Flaherty explained.

To join in the gala celebration of their life-saving work, visit 
www.lifeneteducation.org/gala for more information.

Submitted photo
LIFENET volunteers marched in Montclair’s 4th of July parade.

SPECIALIZING  IN CHURCH 
MAINTENANCE & RENOVATIONS

ROOFING AND RELATED ACCESSORIES: 

ROOF MAINTENANCE PLANS 

· Roof Ventilation 
· Skylights 
· Chimneys
· Siding 

· Gutters & Drains 
· Waterproofing

· Brick Work 
· Stucco Repairs

Your roof is constantly exposed to all kinds of 
harsh conditions, so it’s important to maintain it.

SAVE MONEY · CURB APPEAL · PEACE OF MIND

Residential · Commercial · Multi-Family Clients

For every roof you purchased we guarantee lasting 
help to families in need.

Since 2010, we’ve helped over
1.000 families, in NJ and overseas. 

Mention PROMO CODE C01
and receive a SPECIAL OFFER!

info@Roof4Roof.com
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Lightest 
wheelchair in 

the world!

Call 1.866.949.0073 
to get yours for ONLY $499

• ONLY 13.5 lbs!

• FREE seat and 
   back cushion

• FREE shipping

• Folds super small 
    into cars and closets

“This chair is 
a lifesaver! Now my mum 

is not stuck at home, I take 
her everywhere. This chair 

is so light I can lift it into 
my car without straining 

my back and it folds 
in just 2 seconds!”

As light 
as a 

French 
Bulldog!

www.njdiocesesivcp.com
Apply directly online at:

If so, please contact the
Independent Victim

Compensation Program,
created to offer financial settlements

to abuse survivors.

The IVCP will remain open from
June 15 through December 31, 2019.

ARE YOU,
OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW,

A SURVIVOR OF CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE

BY A PRIEST OR DEACON
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY?

Metuchen TrentonCamden PatersonNewark

Caring for common home requires deep ecological conversion, synod says

VATICAN CITY—Th e “unprecedent-
ed” environmental and social crisis in the 
Amazon calls for “a deep personal, so-
cial and structural conversion” that leads 
to new ways of caring for “our common 
home,” according to the synod of bishops 
for the Amazon.

In seeking new forms of development 
that are just and promote solidarity, the 
Church must learn from the region’s orig-
inal peoples “in a dialogue of wisdom,” 
synod members said in their fi nal docu-
ment, released Oct. 26.

“God has given us the earth as a gift  
and as a task, to care for it and to answer 
for it; we do not own it,” the synod mem-
bers wrote.

Th e economies of the nine Amazoni-
an countries still depend heavily on rev-
enues from raw materials like oil, metals 
and timber, as well as industrial farming 
and ranching.

Such activities “uproot the lives of peo-
ples and the common goods of the earth, 
concentrating economic and political 
power in the hands of a few,” oft en with 
the support or permission of local, na-
tional and foreign governments, the doc-
ument said.

Although it may not be possible to 
change that model of development in the 

nies that cause environmental damage or 
social harm.

Th ey also called for energy policies that 
drastically reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, which cause global warming, and 
promote clean energy alternatives that 
contribute to better health.

“Th e future of the Amazon is in the 
hands of us all, but it depends mainly on 
our immediately abandoning the current 

short run, the Church must decide where 
it stands, and what implications faith has 
for politics and ethics, the synod mem-
bers said.

Denouncing the destruction and hu-
man rights violations related to extractive 
industries, synod members also affi  rmed 
their support for campaigns that call for 
institutions, including the Church, to 
give up investments in extractive compa-

model that is destroying the forest, not 
bringing well-being and endangering this 
immense natural treasure and its guard-
ians,” they wrote.

Th ose guardians are the Amazonian 
communities, especially indigenous peo-
ples, who protect the forests and rivers of 
the Amazon.

“Th ey have clearly stated that they want 
the Church to accompany them, to walk 
with them, and not to impose on them a 
particular way of being, a specifi c form of 
development that has little to do with their 
cultures, traditions and spiritualties,” the 
synod members wrote.

“Th ey know how to take care of the 
Amazon, how to love and protect it,” they 
added. “What they need is for the Church 
to support them.”

As a follow-up to the synod, the mem-
bers proposed creation of a pastoral offi  ce 
that would work with Church institutions, 
other organizations and representatives of 
indigenous peoples to track socio-envi-
ronmental confl icts and help the Church 
“take a position, make decisions and de-
fend the rights of the most vulnerable.”

“Th e Church has been and is at the 
side of the indigenous communities,” 
they wrote, “to safeguard the right to have 
their own tranquil life, respecting the val-
ues of their traditions, customs and cul-
tures, the preservation of rivers and for-
ests, which are sacred spaces, sources of 
life and wisdom.”

CNS photo
Pope Francis attends the final session of the synod of bishops for the Amazon at 
the Vatican Oct. 26.

By Barbara J. Fraser 
Catholic News Service
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Preparing men and women  
for ministry and leadership  
in the Church today, ICSST  
offers graduate theology  
programs and courses such as  
Secularism and Catholicism  
and Scriptural Models of  
the Holocaust. 

Learn more about David and  
how you can begin taking  
courses as early as this spring at  
www.shu.edu/advocate-courses

Grow
in your
Faıth

“ I knew ICSST would  
be a place that  
would nourish my  
faith and challenge  
me intellectually.”
David Hajduk, Ph.D.  
Director of Mission and Ministry,  
Delbarton School

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Sammy” was saved from abortion and born 
on 6/6/18. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters 
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant 
women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Come join us and “celebrate the Joy that is Christmas” 
in a concert

The Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea,
conducted by Rev. Alphonse Stephenson

is coming to St. Raphael Church
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave, Livingston, NJ

Saturday,  December 14 at 7pm
LOCATION: Church – Front Door Entrance

DATE: Saturday,  December 14, 2017 at 7:00pm
For Ticket Reservations:  Call Parish Office at 973-992-9490

Advocate photos-Kelly Marsicano
St. Patrick and Assumption/All Saints Parish in Jersey City marked its 150th anni-
versary with a special Mass celebrated by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., on 
Oct. 20. To honor its history and diversity, the Mass was conducted in several lan-
guages, including Spanish, French, Creole and Swahili. “Our parish is the perfect 
expression of the history of immigrants both in the U.S. in general as well as in 
Jersey City in particular,” said Father Marc-Arthur Francois, pastor of the parish, 
during his closing remarks. “We are a mosaic of God’s children coming from 
everywhere on this planet earth. We are of every color, race, ethnicity, culture, 
expression of the Catholic faith and liturgy, age and generation.” The celebration 
also included a reflection from a longtime parishioner and special recognition 
awards for those who have served the parish community.
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St. Joseph Parish welcomes new pastor, Claretian community

During a downpour, the St. Jo-
seph Parish community in Jer-
sey City welcomed Claretian 
priest Father James Raphel, 

C.M.F., as their new pastor. 
“It was inspiring and wonderful to 

see all the pews full,” Father Raphel said 
of his Oct. 27 installation Mass. The spe-
cial occasion also coincided with Hispan-
ic Heritage Month. Children wore native 
dress from their respective countries, 
representing the diversity of the parish 
and the surrounding area. “I am glad that 
everyone came in spite of the heavy rain.”

Officially appointed July 1, Father 
Raphel is a native of India and has minis-
tered in Canada for the last 19 years. The 
new pastor has big shoes to fill, as he is re-
placing former pastor Father James Pag-
notta, S.T.B., who spent 47 of his 50 years 
as a priest at the parish. He was the lon-
gest-serving pastor in the Archdiocese of 
Newark before retiring. 

“So far, so good,” Father Raphel said 
about his first few months on the job. 
“The parishioners and staff are coming to 
know me more and more.” 

“It’s been a learning process,” ex-
plained office manager Maryann Grein-
er, who Father Raphael calls his “right 
arm” at the parish. “Father Pagnotta was 

Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, were 
founded by St. Anthony Mary Claret in 
1849. The first Claretians came to the 
United States from Mexico in the early 
1900s to minister to the growing popula-
tion of Spanish-speaking Catholics.

“Soon after Cardinal Tobin arrived 
in Newark, Father Rosendo Urrabazo, 
C.M.F., provincial superior of the U.S.A. 
Province of the Claretian Missionar-

so beloved, but people seem to be real-
ly accepting of Father Raphel; he is very 
personable.”

The new pastor and two of his fellow 
priests—Father Henry Ramirez, C.M.F., 
and Father Rohan Dominic, C.M.F.—
are the first Claretian missionaries in the 
Archdiocese of Newark. The Claretians, 
whose formal name is Congregation of 
Missionaries, Sons of the Immaculate 

ies, reached out to the cardinal to dis-
cuss possible ministry options within the 
archdiocese,” explained former Vicar for 
Clergy Father John J. Paladino. After sev-
eral follow-up conversations, the cardinal 
said he believed St. Joseph Parish would 
be a good fit for the missionary priests. 

“Father Urrabazo said he was proud to 
accept the offer, especially because it is an 
inner-city parish,” Father Paladino stated. 

“On hearing of Cardinal Tobin’s wel-
coming the Claretians into the archdio-
cese, I was delighted,” said Sister Patricia 
M. Wormann, O.P., archdiocesan dele-
gate for religious. “In the spirit of their 
founder St. Anthony Mary Claret and 
aware of their missionary discipleship, 
especially to the marginalized, I look for-
ward to their ministry and presence.”  

Father Ramirez and Father Dominic 
reside at St. Joseph’s with Father Raphel. 
Another Claretian priest is set to join the 
parish later this month.

Father Ramirez hails from Colombia 
and is taking English classes at nearby St. 
Peter’s University. “He has been a great 
help to me,” Father Raphel explained. 
“The Spanish community is very large at 
the parish.” 

Father Dominic currently works on 
projects for the United Nations while as-
sisting the Jersey City parish. He partic-
ipated in the 18th Session of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indige-
nous Issues this past spring. 

By Melissa McNally
Editor

Submitted photo
Father James Raphel, C.M.F., celebrated his installation Mass at St. Joseph Parish, 
Jersey City, on Oct. 27.
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‘Blue Mass angel’ distributes 
prayer cards to officers

Growing up in a devout Cath-
olic family, Edna Salcedo al-
ways had a strong devotion to 
St. Michael the Archangel. Her 

grandmother and mother prayed the ro-
sary and passed that tradition on to her. 
She continues to recite the Angelus every 
day at noon and says her prayerful devo-
tion has given her the faithful strength to 
overcome so many of life’s challenges.

On July 7, 2015, Salcedo’s devotion to 
the saint grew stronger when her 18-year-
old son survived a terrible car accident 
with just a scratch on his left shoulder.

Salcedo said she felt a strong calling 
after that traumatic incident to promote 
greater awareness about St. Michael, who 
she prayed to for the protection of her son 
and loved ones. After reading about the 
annual Blue Mass, she decided to reach 
out to see how she could volunteer. St. Mi-
chael the Archangel is also the patron saint 
of police officers and law enforcement.

Three years ago, Salcedo contacted Blue 

Salcedo said. “This is an incredible calling 
for me and it is so important to pray for 
our police officers and their families.

“I just feel so blessed and want to 
share the blessings of our beautiful Cath-
olic faith to others,” she continued.

Mass Executive Committee Co-Chairman 
Vincent Nardone. Since then, she has do-
nated more than 10,000 prayer cards for 
the Mass. At this year’s Mass, she distrib-
uted about 2,500 St. Michael prayer cards.

“Edna is a little piece of heaven to law 
enforcement,” Nardone explained. “Edna 
always makes sure each officer receives 
a prayer card when he or she attends the 
Blue Mass.” Recruits also receive the cards 
when they graduate from the police acad-
emy, so they can place it in their uniform 
hats or wallets. “St. Michael is the patron 
saint protecting law enforcement and 
we know God is watching over all of us, 
thanks to prayers from people like Edna. 
Thank God for sending us Edna who has 
become our ‘Blue Mass angel,’” Nardone 
said.

On March 21, 2018, she was honored 
by the Italian American Police Society of 
New Jersey for her outstanding commit-
ment to law enforcement.  

 “It is truly amazing how the Lord calls 
you when He needs you. I always prayed 
to Archangel Michael, but so many do not 
know this prayer and how powerful it is,” 

Salcedo continues to be an active pa-
rishioner at Sacred Heart Parish in Ro-
chelle Park, where she has served as a re-
ligious education teacher, choir member 
and volunteered in the parish’s Helping 
Hands ministry. 

Advocate photos-Melissa McNally
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., served as the principal celebrant and homilist 
at the 27th annual Mass for Law Enforcement Officers Nov. 7 at the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. The Mass remembers the men and 
women who serve and honors those who lost their lives in the line of duty this 
past year. About 1,500 representatives from federal, state, county and municipal 
law enforcement departments were in attendance. Also present at the Mass were 
Governor Phil Murphy, Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver, Essex County Executive Joe 
DiVincenzo and Newark Public Safety Director Anthony Ambrose. For more pho-
tos, visit www.facebook.com/thecatholicadvocatenj. 

Advocate photo-Jai Agnish

By Esmeralda Cameron
Public Relations Manager



Evangelization starts with knowing your Catholic faith...and 
New Jersey Catholic and The Catholic Advocate can help

For $23 you get:
6 colorful issues of New Jersey Catholic crammed with photos and stories 
featuring archdiocesan parishioners and others telling how they live their 
Catholicism - plus informative features and columns of practical advice on 
putting our faith into action.
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O
ne would think it was a mas-

sive family reunion, with all 

the enthusiastic greetings, 

handshakes and wide smiles. 

Almost 440 priests, many of 

them dressed down in the familiar sum-

mer attire of polo shirts and shorts, gath-

ered June 17-20 in Bergen County for the 

2019 Convocation of Priests. Th e four-day 

retreat brought together the presbyterate 

of the Archdiocese of Newark, including 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., for its 

fi rst major convocation since 2011. Th e 

event featured sessions of prayer, refl ec-

tion, dialogue and open and honest com-

munication about priestly life. 

Th e convocation was the centerpiece 

of Cultivating Unity, a pastoral initiative 

between the National Organization for 

Continuing Education of Roman Cath-

olic Clergy (NOCERCC) and the Cen-

ter for Applied Research in the Aposto-

late (CARA) at Georgetown University. 

Th e program is described by its organiz-

ers as “a transformational process engag-

ing the entire diocesan presbyterate with 

its bishop in frank and faith-centered di-

alogue leading to a common rededication 

to priestly ministry.”

Th e program consists of two compo-

nents: initial research of the presbyterate, 

including a survey and listening sessions 

with the priests and an interview with the 

archbishop, and a convocation facilitated 

by members of both organizations.

On the opening night of the convoca-

tion, Cardinal Tobin welcomed his fellow 

priests. “I thank you for making time to be 

here. One important promise I can make 

to you is that I don’t believe you’re going to 

waste your time,” Cardinal Tobin said. “A 

lot of work has gone into preparing this. I 

have been quite eager for this convocation.”

Cardinal Tobin assured his brother 

priests the gathering would be a valuable 

experience. “We will fi gure out together 

where the Lord is calling us to go and we’ll 

do it safely. You are free to say what is on 

your hearts during our time together. We 

all become vulnerable in a moment like 

this,” the cardinal explained. “In a certain 

sense, we place each other’s lives into each 

other’s hands at a time like this. I know 

we’ll do it with respect, we’ll do it with 

freedom and we’ll do it with hope.” 

Following the cardinal’s welcome, 

Father Th omas Dragga, a priest of the 

Diocese of Cleveland and president of 

NOCERCC, presented an overview of 

the convocation’s schedule. “Th e truth is 

that we don’t know the outcome (of the 

next few days). Even as we are working 

through this process, we are changing 

as we go to meet the needs of everybody 

who’s in the room,” Father Dragga said. 

“What we do, we do together.”

Father Dragga went on to describe the 

intended outcomes of the program. “We 

hope that you feel listened to and respected 

during this entire process. When we walk 

away on Th ursday, we have named the im-

portant issues regarding unity among the 

priests here in the archdiocese. We have 

named important issues regarding unity 

between the cardinal and the priests of the 

archdiocese because we are in this together. 

We (should) have a clearer sense of direc-

tion for our presbyterate as a result of this 

process,” he explained.

Father Dragga also provided a summa-

ry of the pre-convocation survey conduct-

ed by CARA. Th ere were 385 responses to 
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By Melissa McNally

Editor

FOUR DAYS OF FRATERNITY

Hundreds of priests gather to ‘cultivate unity’ at convocation

CARDINAL TOBIN’S SCHEDULE  . . . . . 
. . . . . .

Page 16 

JUBILARIANS. . . . . .
 . . . . . 

. . . . . .
 . . . . . 

. . . . . .
Page 19

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE. . . . . .
 . . . . . 

. .Page 20

CLASSIFIEDS  . . . . . 
. . . . . .

 . . . . . 
. . . . . .

 . . . . . 
.Page 22 Engineering Angels  Page 6INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

ARCHDIOCESE O
F NEWARK

Continued on page 10

ARCHDIOCESE O
F NEWARK

Catholic
New Jersey

MAY 2019

from the cardinal
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

theology 101ENCOUNTERING 
JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST 

cultureA DESSERT FIT FOR 
A MAY CROWNING

L IV ING FAITH  AND EVANGEL IZAT ION IN  THE  ARCHDIOCESE  OF  NEWARK
CatCatCa holholho ic

JhoJho
MAY 2019

ENCOUNTERING 

A DESSERT FIT FOR 
A MAY CROWNING

BECOMING A PRIEST IN THESE CHALLENGING TIMES

Be Inspired. Be Informed.
SUBSCRIBE TO:

Th ank you for subscribing to New Jersey 
Catholic magazine. Please consider spreading 
the Good News of God’s love to the people of 
the archdiocese of Newark with support of this 
vital evangelization and outreach tool.

 All credit cards accepted.
❑  Visa      ❑  Mastercard     ❑  Discover    ❑  AMEX

Credit Card Number :______________________________________________________________

Exp. Date :________________________ ❑  Bill Me:_____________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________

The Magazine & Newspaper of the Archdiocese of Newark

❑ $23 (ensures one year subscription, 18 issues)
❑ $46 (ensures two year subscription, 36 issues)
❑ ___________________ (Donation)

❑  Gift to be sent to:

Full Name:  ___________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________

Address :  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   City: __________________________________________________________________________  State : __________ Zip: ________________________

Full Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address :  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   City: __________________________________________________________________________  State : __________ Zip: ________________________

  Parish:   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ADVOCATE
THE CATHOLIC

Advocate Publishing Corp.  • 171 Clifton Ave.  •  Newark, NJ 07104-1019



NOVEMBER 13, 2019 9LOCAL NEWS CATHOLIC ADVOCATETH
E

Black Catholic History Month calls us all to be saints

African Catholics converge for 
regional conference in Newark

As a young boy, I always associat-
ed sainthood with being white 
because all the saints I saw in 
pictures did not look like me. 

As a priest today, I now know there are 
many holy men and women who I can 
identify with and have names that sound 
like mine. For example, Josephine Bakhi-
ta and Blessed Iwene Tansi, who is the pa-
tron saint of Nigeria. However, there are 
still many people today who do not know 
the history of black saints and those on 
their way to sainthood. 

November is Black Catholic History 
Month. Th e celebration was initiated in 
1990 by the National Black Catholic Cler-
gy Caucus of the United States. Novem-
ber was chosen because it holds two com-
memorative dates for prominent African 

By Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V.

By Juliet Njoku 

African Catholics from across 
the state converged on Blessed 
Sacrament/St. Charles Borro-
meo Parish in Newark for the 

fi rst regional conference of the National 
Association of African Catholics in the 
United States (NAACUS). Th e event was 
held Oct. 11-12 and hosted by NAACUS 
Region 3, which comprises dioceses in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Th e theme of the conference was 
“Speak Lord Your Servant is Listening,” 
connecting African Catholic communities 
in worship and service. It was planned, or-
ganized and executed by the regional co-
ordinators team. Other organizers includ-
ed Father Emeka Okwuosa, coordinator 
of the African American, African and Ca-
ribbean Apostolate in the Archdiocese of 
Newark, the Ibo Catholic community of 
Blessed Sacrament, as well as pastors and 
chaplains of parishes with large popula-
tions of African Catholics in the region.

Th e conference drew close to 400 peo-
ple, representing diverse countries from 
across Africa, including Nigeria, Liberia, 
Ghana, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo, Senegal, Togo, 
Burkina Faso and the Francophone com-
munities. NAACUS executives who at-
tended included President Sally Stoval 
and Sister Joanna Okereke, H.H.C.J., who 
serves as the national director of the Apos-
tleship of the Sea, and the assistant direc-
tor for Cultural Diversity in the Church at 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
Various religious congregations of African 
sisters were also represented at the confer-
ence. 

Th e main celebrant for the concluding 

sponsoring children of African descent. 
Pierre Toussaint, a Haitian slave, whose 

love for the poor was attributed to estab-
lishing Catholic Charities in New York.  

Julia Greeley was a freed slave who 
mercifully served the marginalized and 
became known for her charitable works 
toward the poor in Denver and through-
out Colorado. 

Sister � ea Bowman, who was famous 
for being the fi rst African-American to 
join the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration and 
teach God’s love through literacy and song.

As we learn about the holiness of these 
black Catholics, let us remember that 
sainthood is not a call for the privileged 
few or for those of a certain station, rather 
it is the call for all human beings created in 
the image and likeness of God.

Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V., is co-
ordinator of the African American, Afri-
can and Caribbean Apostolate.

A youth choir group from the Iwene 
Tansi Ibo Catholic community in Phil-
adelphia sang a rendition of the respon-
sorial psalm. All of those gathered at the 
concluding Mass shared in the joy-fi lled 
celebration and the bond of the African 
spirit of worship made alive by various Af-
rican community choirs.

Th e conference also featured presen-
tations, workshops and an African-style 
dinner reception. Msgr. Nwaorgu’s key-
note address urged all present to “demon-

Catholics: St. Augustine of Hippo, whose 
birthday is Nov. 13; and St. Martin de Por-
res, whose feast day is Nov. 3.

Th ere are currently six African-Amer-
ican men and women who are on the path 
to sainthood. Th ey include: 

Mother Mary Lange, who founded 
the Oblate Sisters of Providence. Th ey 
were the fi rst organized religious commu-
nity of black women who were devoted to 
educating black children and caring for 
the sick and marginalized.  

Father Augustus Tolton, a freed slave 
who became the fi rst known black Cath-
olic priest.

Mother Henrietta Delille, who found-
ed the Sisters of the Holy Family. She ded-
icated her life to educating and religiously 

Mass was Bishop Neil Tiedemann, C.P., 
from the Diocese of Brooklyn. Th e Mass 
was concelebrated by Newark’s Bishop 
Manuel A. Cruz, Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu, 
pastor of St. Michael the Archangel in 
Union, and many African priests. 

strate your motherhood, that is to say, use 
your motherhood to become infl uencers 
for Christ to the world.” He urged further 
that “as Africans, there is so much that we 
have in our culture, in our traditions and 
in our spirituality that we can demonstrate 
and infl uence the American Church with.”

Juliet Njoku is Region 3 Coordinator of 
the National Association of African Cath-
olics in the United States.

Th is article was originally printed in 
the Catholic Star Herald.

Submitted photo

Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V.

Living Our FaithLiving Our FaithLiving Our Faith
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Coming up in the Dec. 18 issue of The Catholic Advocate,  
Msgr. Wister will focus on the great Hispanic migration.

For more than 20 years, I 
served as a weekend assistant 
at St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral 
in Newark.

Opened in 1850 in central Newark, St. 
Patrick’s has seen it all. One Sunday, look-
ing out at the very diverse congregation, 
I decided to do a survey. I asked the con-
gregants to raise their hands as I asked on 
what continent they were born. For each 
of the following, a hand or several hands 
rose: North America, Europe, South 
America, Asia, Pacific Islands and Africa. I 
expected that when I said Australia no one 
would raise their hand, but one hand rose. 
It was a Rutgers University student from 
Sydney. Once again, the congregation sur-
prised me! We are all part of a universal 
Church, and, in Newark, we are a micro-
cosm of the universal Church.

In 2003, I curated an exhibit in the Gal-
lery of Walsh Library at Seton Hall Uni-
versity that commemorated the 150th 
anniversary of the establishment of the 
Diocese of Newark. Displaying a wide va-
riety of artifacts, the exhibit highlighted 
the various immigrant groups that make 
up the Catholics of the now archdiocese. 
I entitled the exhibit “The People of New-
ark.” At the same time, I contributed an 
essay to a special edition of The Catholic 
Advocate that celebrated the archdiocesan 

were not the only forces that would trans-
form the local Church. The Second Vati-
can Council and concurrent social chang-
es in society altered the archdiocese in 
many ways. 

CHANGE THROUGH THE 
DECADES

In 1965, most American Catholics 
looked to the future with confidence and 
enthusiasm. The Second Vatican Council 
closed that year. For a number of years, 
the Archdiocese of Newark had reported 
a population of about 1.5 million Catho-
lics, about 50 percent of the total popu-
lation of the four counties that constitut-
ed the see. These numbers would decline 
only slightly over the next half-century, 
but the characteristics of the people of 
the counties and of the archdiocese would 
undergo a major transformation.

The number of active diocesan priests 
serving the archdiocese numbered 847 in 
1965. Only half that number were serving 
in 2015. Over the same period, the num-
ber of religious priests dropped from 411 
to 131. The number of brothers dropped 
from 221 to 90. The most dramatic loss 
was among sisters, going from 3,509 in 
1965 to 853 in 2015. For all of these min-
isters, the average and median age had 
increased significantly as well. Bright 

sesquicentennial. It was entitled “Welcom-
ing Immigrants,” which the archdiocese 
has been doing since and before its incep-
tion. All of us are descended from settlers 
and from immigrants.

THE SECOND WAVE OF 
IMMIGRATION

While there clearly was a pause in the 
intensity of immigration between the 
passing of the restrictive immigration laws 
of the 1920s and the immigration reform 
laws of the mid-1960s, radical changes 
in the ethnic composition of the Archdi-
ocese of Newark were already underway. 
The Puerto Rican migration and the influx 
of Cuban refugees were the harbingers of a 
flood of Hispanic Catholics into the arch-
diocese over the next half-century. These 

spots were the creation of the perma-
nent diaconate, which gave the archdio-
cese 168 permanent deacons in 2015, and 
the growth of lay ecclesial ministers who 
numbered 545 in 2015.

The number of parishes also declined 
from 250 to 219 during this period. Ac-
cording to the Center for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate, religious prac-
tice in the United States also slipped 
nationally, from 48 percent in 1970 to 23 
percent in 2015.

These statistics should not discourage 
us but simply make us aware of the very 
difficult pastoral tasks faced by the Arch-
diocese of Newark over the last half-cen-
tury and continuing today. In these 50 
years, the Catholic population moved 
from an almost exclusively Euro-Amer-
ican majority to an international, multi-
cultural, multiracial, multiethnic popula-
tion that represented every continent in 
the world.  

THE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM ACT OF 1965

President Lyndon Johnson signed the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, known 
as the Hart-Cellar Act, in 1965. The law 
recognized the biases inherent in Amer-
ican immigration policy since the early 
20th century. President Johnson said the 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK AND IMMIGRATION
The ‘new’ people of Newark—a microcosm of the universal Church

By Msgr. Robert J. Wister

Msgr. Robert J. Wister recently published a series of essays about 
the history of immigration in the Archdiocese of Newark on Seton 
Hall University’s blog. The Catholic Advocate will be reprinting ex-
cerpts of his work in upcoming issues. For the complete text, visit 
http://blogs.shu.edu/archdiocese-immigration.
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new law is “one of the most important 
acts of this Congress and of this admin-
istration. For it does repair a very deep 
and painful fl aw in the fabric of Ameri-
can justice. It corrects a cruel and endur-
ing wrong in the conduct of the American 
Nation.” Th is law replaced the 1924 immi-
gration act that justifi ed discrimination in 
immigration based on national origin. 
Th at law had severely curtailed immigra-
tion from eastern and southern European 
countries and completely prohibited im-
migration from 39 Asian countries.

No one really expected what came next. 
Th e Archdiocese of Newark faced a new 
and complex pastoral mission that would 
continue to unfold over the next decades. 
Th e urban unrest of the late 1960s intensi-
fi ed the departure of many Catholics from 
the cities, leaving many parishes in dire fi -
nancial straits. Th ese relatively poor ur-
ban parishes would be at the forefront of 
the work to welcome and provide pastoral 
care to the new immigrants from around 
the world. Th e archdiocesan fi nancial cri-
sis of the 1970s added to the challenge.

Th e enormous demographic trans-
formation of the archdiocese that result-
ed from the new immigration refl ected 
a major shift  in the axis of the Catholic 
Church. A century ago, Catholicism was 
essentially a European Church. About 70 
percent of Catholics lived in Europe and 
North America, the remainder in the 
rest of the world. Th e Church’s almost 
2,000-year-old culture was essentially Eu-
ropean. Events of the second half of the 
20th century would shift  this axis so that, 
in the 21st century, only about 30 percent 
of Catholics lived in Europe and North 
America, where the faith was in decline. 
Th e great majority of Catholics, about 70 
percent, lived in the “global south”—Lat-
in America, Asia and Africa. By the end 
of the 20th century, Africa was the area 
of greatest and most rapid growth in the 
faith.

Th e immigration to the Archdiocese 
of Newark refl ected this radical change. 
It is not surprising that many characteris-
tics of this immigration are quite diff erent 
from the immigration of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries and will require dif-
ferent pastoral responses.

In numbers, the next largest groups of 
Catholics came to New Jersey from Asia 
and the Pacifi c Islands, the greatest num-
ber from Korea and the Philippines, and 
other important groups from Vietnam, 
China and India, cultures as vastly diff er-
ent among themselves as from that of Eu-
rope and North America.

Centuries ago, Africans were brought 
to North America as slaves; today they 
come as immigrants. Many, very highly 
educated, come to the archdiocese from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, Kenya and 
other African nations.

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF 
NEWARK TODAY 

Th e most obvious phenomenon of the 
last six or seven decades is the spectac-
ular growth of Hispanic Catholicism in 
the United States. While we concentrate 
on our own four counties that constitute 
the Archdiocese of Newark, Hispanic Ca-
tholicism is an international reality that 
stretches from far north of the Rio Grande 
to Tierra del Fuego, and a national reality 
from Miami to Maine, from California to 
Connecticut, not to forget Spain itself.

Lastly, we return to the immigration 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Catholics of southern and eastern Europe 
never completely stopped migrating to 
the United States and to the archdiocese. 
Among the largest numbers of “new” Eu-
ropean migrants, we fi nd folks from Po-
land, Italy and Ireland.

It may be giving away the story, but 
what do we fi nd in the Archdiocese of 
Newark today? We fi nd that the 2019 Di-
rectory of the Archdiocese lists 82 par-
ishes as part of the Hispanic Apostolate. 
Th e Archdiocesan Offi  ce of Research and 
Planning informs us that these parishes 
are across the archdiocese. A total of 84 
parishes off er Mass in Spanish, another 
eight off er bilingual Spanish and English 
Masses and one parish off ers a bilingual 
Spanish and Portuguese Mass.

Th e V Encuentro provided a wealth of 
information on the Hispanic population 
throughout the United States and within 
each diocese. In 2013, the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ Subcommittee 
on Hispanic Aff airs convened pastoral 
leaders of the Hispanic/Latino communi-
ty to engage in V Encuentro. A four-year 
eff ort, the process emphasized the im-
portance of involving young second and 
third generation Hispanics/Latinos in the 
Church. Fift y archdiocesan parishes par-
ticipated in V Encuentro.

Robert J. Wister, Hist. Eccl.D., is a fac-
ulty member at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary in South Orange.

Racial/Ethnic Groups in the
Archdiocese of Newark

Total Population 
in 2000

Total Population 
in 2016

%
Change

Estimated 
Catholics in 2016

%
Catholic

White 1,436,222 1,193,025 -17% 528,000 44%
Hispanic 558,858 829,047 48% 423,000 51%
Black 564,583 566,873 0% 34,000 6%
Asian/Other 249,604 378,633 52% 29,000 8%

Total 2,809,267 2,967,578 6% 1,015,000 34%

Racial/Ethnic Groups in the
Archdiocese of Newark

Total Population 
in 2000

Total Population 
in 2016

%
Change

Estimated 
Catholics in 2016

%
Catholic

White 1,436,222 1,193,025 -17% 528,000 44%
Hispanic 558,858 829,047 48% 423,000 51%
Black 564,583 566,873 0% 34,000 6%
Asian/Other 249,604 378,633 52% 29,000 8%

Total 2,809,267 2,967,578 6% 1,015,000 34%

Th e following information is from the Key Demographic, Social and Religious Statistics 
for the Archdiocese of Newark published by V Encuentro.
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A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. 
Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former 
host of Good Morning America and senior living advocate.

There’s no cost to you!
(844) 684-7304

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

UNDERSTAND YOUR OPTIONS — Learn the different types of 
senior care available

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE — Our Advisors have the local knowledge to 
help you hand pick communities in your area

SIMPLIFY — Your dedicated Advisor will simplify your search and 
help schedule tours

Call today to connect with a
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions
Our Advisors are 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden
host of 

There’s no cost to you!
(844) 684-7304

help schedule tours

AW19-1034

This is real dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company that helps pay for over 
350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even 
dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

1-888-774-5699
dental50plus.com/ca

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 

Call for dental coverage today to help save 
money on big  dental bills.

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Sister Mary Rose Mitchell, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrat-
ed Oct. 18 at Th e Villa 

at Florham Park for Sis-
ter Mary Rose Mitchell, 
S.C., 90, who died Oct. 
15.

Born in Newark, 
Sister Mary Rose en-
tered the Sisters of 
Charity on Sept. 8, 1947, 
and was a member for 
72 years. 

Sister Mary Rose served in education 
and health ministries throughout New 
Jersey, Connecticut, New York and Penn-
sylvania. She served as a teacher at the 
Academy of St. Aloysius, Jersey City; Sa-
cred Heart, Vailsburg; St. Francis, Ridge-
fi eld Park; St. John, Orange; and St. Joseph, 
Jersey City. 

She served as an X-ray technician 
in Connecticut and New York. She also 
served as a social service worker at Hos-
pitality Care Center in Newark, and as a 
community health educator at St. Joseph 
Hospital and Medical Center in Paterson. 
Sister Mary Rose retired to the Convent 
of St. Elizabeth in 2011 and moved to the 
Villa in 2012, where she resided until her 
death.

Sister Clare Maureen Tracy, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrat-
ed Oct. 22 at Holy Fam-

ily Chapel in Convent 
Station for Sister Clare 
Maureen Tracy, S.C., 88, 
who died Oct. 16.

Born in Newark, Sis-
ter Clare Maureen en-
tered the Sisters of Char-
ity on March 6, 1955, and 
was a member for 64 years. 

Sister Clare Maureen served as director 
of the School of Radiological Technology 
at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Elizabeth until 
1996. She then became a volunteer at the 
hospital, now known as Trinitas Region-
al Medical Center. She was also one of the 
original volunteers at Camp Fatima for 
children with disabilities. She moved to St. 
Joseph’s Healthcare and Rehab Center in 
Cedar Grove in December 2018.

Sister Paula Blue, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated Oct. 

29 at Th e Villa at Flor-
ham Park for Sister Pau-
la Blue, S.C., 92, who 
died Oct. 25.

Born in Newark, Sis-
ter Paula entered the Sis-
ters of Charity on March 
25, 1946, and was a member 
for 73 years.  

Sister Paula was an educator through-

out New Jersey and Florida. She served as a 
teacher at Sacred Heart School in Rochelle 
Park and St. Joseph School in Oradell.

Deacon Nicholas Fargo

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated Nov. 4 

at Our Lady of Mercy Par-
ish in Jersey City for Dea-
con Nicholas Fargo, 98, 
who died Oct. 30. 

Born in Jersey City, Far-
go served as staff  sergeant 
and gunner in the United 
States Air Force in World War 
II. He joined the Jersey City Fire Depart-

ment in 1948 and retired with rank of 
deputy chief in 1979. He also served as di-
rector of Fire and Emergency Services, di-
rector of Public Safety under Mayor Paul 
Jordan and later as Hudson County Pub-
lic Safety Director. He then served as a re-
gional director of FEMA from 1981-86. 

Fargo was ordained to the permanent 
deaconate in 1974 and served at St. Patrick 
and Assumption/All Saints Parish and 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Jersey City. 
He also served at Jewish Hospital and Re-
habilitation Center and helped establish 
Hudson Hospice, both in Jersey City.

Fargo was preceded by his wife of 54 
years, Sarah, who died in 1996. Th e couple 
had three children, seven grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren.

Participants in the cat-
echesis program at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish in 
West Orange celebrated 
All Saints’ Day with the 
intergenerational program 
“Saints by Our Side” on 
Nov. 3. More than 225 fam-
ilies, relatives and parishio-
ners gathered to celebrate 
Mass, share a meal and 
learn about the saints. 
The event also included 
arts and crafts and a saint 
parade.

Submitted photo
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Photos courtesy of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark

On Nov. 6, family members of archbishops, bishops and priests of the 
Archdiocese of Newark who passed away in 2019 joined Catholic Cemeteries 
for a special Mass in honor of the faithful departed. The Mass was celebrated by 
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
in Newark. Approximately 50 priests from throughout the archdiocese concel-
ebrated the Mass. Organized by Catholic Cemeteries and the Office of Divine 
Worship, the annual Mass provides hope and consolation to family members of 
deceased priests through the celebration of the Eucharist.

Photos courtesy of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark

About 150 people participated in the All Souls’ Day devotion prayer service at 
Holy Cross Cemetery and Mausoleum Chapel of the Crucifixion in North Arlington 
on Nov. 2. After praying the rosary, the crowd processed outside while singing the 
Litany of the Saints, as Father Michael Barone, chaplain for Catholic Cemeteries of 
the Archdiocese of Newark, blessed the graves of the interred.
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Continued from page  1
spired and were able to take something 
spiritual home with them.”

The day’s events included the sacra-
ment of reconciliation, an outdoor Caril-
lon concert, an organ concert in the upper 
church and a procession of parish banners 
followed by a welcome from shrine staff.

In addition to the upper church with its 
breathtaking Trinity Dome, the basilica is 
home to more than 80 chapels and orato-
ries that honor the Mother of God in vari-
ous cultures. In one of the chapels, a small 
group of pilgrims sang and worshiped in 

Thousands head to Washington, D.C.

To view more photos, visit www.facebook.com/nwkarchdiocese.

their native language. Others prayed alone 
in a quiet place.

Still others marveled at the statues, mu-
rals and artifacts scattered throughout the 
lower level. The Basilica of the Nation-
al Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
contains the world’s largest collection of 
contemporary ecclesiastical art.

This year’s pilgrimage was the first held 
under the leadership of Cardinal Joseph 
W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. 

The cardinal celebrated Mass at the ba-

silica, along with 68 concelebrating bish-
ops and priests from across the Arch-
diocese of Newark. He also spent time 
speaking with parishioners throughout 
the day, pausing for photographs and re-
flecting.

“For me, one of the most vivid images 
of the Church is that of a pilgrim people,” 
the cardinal said. “People who are walking 
together—stumbling sometimes and get-
ting detoured—but basically finding their 
way to God together because they are be-
ing called together as a single people.”

Cardinal Tobin said it’s more than just a 

trip to Washington, D.C.  “My hope is that, 
together, we sense the presence of Mary 
among us, not simply as a destination but 
really as a companion and a model on the 
ways of the faith. This will permit us to go 
forward with greater confidence knowing 
that Mary is mother of the Church and 
we’re part of that Church,” he said.

“I know that the diocesan pilgrimage is 
an institution in the archdiocese,” the car-
dinal continued. “For me, given the great 
size and the variety of people in the arch-
diocese, this is a privileged moment to be 
part of, and I’m so grateful.”

Pilgrims boarded the buses after Mass 
to head back home.

Advocate photos-Jai Agnish and Lisa Julia Hill-Sutton
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ITALY
TOUR INCLUDES: VATICAN CITY—ASSISI—FRASCATI

With Father Bill Halbing & Deacon Tim Kennedy

April 27-May 7, 2020

LANDS OF THE BIBLE CRUISE
12 DAYS ABOARD THE CELEBRITY REFLECTION

ROUND -TRIP ROME, ITALY
With Father Dwight Longenecker & Deacon Tim Kennedy

September 25-October 8, 2020

HUNGARY, POLAND, THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC, AUSTRIA & GERMANY
SPECIAL FEATURE: OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY

With Father Phil Latronico

July 6—July 20, 2020

THE HOLY LAND
With Father Ernie Rush & Deacon Tim Kennedy

March 15- March 25, 2020

For more informtion: contact Deacon Tim Kennedy at
FAITH & FUN TRAVEL AND TOURS LLC.

Come away for a retreat day – we’re closer than you think!
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel offers group or personal Pilgrimage/Retreat 

opportunities, Special Events & Workshops.  Situated on 60 pastoral acres in Orange County, NY, 
only 2 hours from New York City and an hour or less from northern New Jersey, the magnificent 

grounds of the National Shrine provide the perfect atmosphere for pilgrims, small groups, clergy, 
religious or anyone seeking a quiet sanctuary for prayer and reflection. 

Gift Store on premises and open daily. M-F 11:00-4:00pm; Sat.10:00 – 3pm; Sun. 11:00-3:00pm

MASSES: Monday thru Friday – 11:30am; Sundays at 12:00noon
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays, 11:00-12:00noon

HEALING MASS: Last Thursday of every month, 7:00pm
JOIN US - ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS – Tuesday, December 17th – 7:00pm

National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
P.O. Box 2163, 70 Carmelite Drive, Middletown, NY 10940

Carol Bezak, Director – 845-343-1879
Email: cbezak@carmelites.com Website: www.ourladyofmtcarmelshrine.com 

SAN ALFONSO RETREAT HOUSE
755 OCEAN AVE, LONG BRANCH, NJ 07740

We, the Redemptorist Community and Retreat Staff of San Alfonso 
Retreat House, invite people “to come apart and rest awhile,” to 

pray, ponder, and celebrate the plentiful love of God. 

Our spiritualty center is situated on eight beautiful acres 
overlooking the ocean.  Its outdoor shrines, prayer garden, 

green lawn, chapels, and comfortable accommodations have 
been “HOLY GROUND” for laity, religious, and clergy for 

over 90 years. It is truly a place to experience the presence of 
God and to reflect on the action of God in one’s life.

Check our full schedule online with details and specific dates
www.sanalfonsoretreats.org

St. Paul’s Abbey
Christmas Tree Plantation

Route 206, one mile south
of Newton, NJ

OPEN
Nov. 29rd-Dec. 23rd

9 AM to 4 PM
Choose ‘n Cut Christmas Trees

Thousands of Trees in our Fields
Benedictine Monks Growing

Trees Since 1930
(973) 383-2470 

www.newtonosb.org

Abbey Gift Shop — Open Daily
books and religious articles

Target  your local message to our 
200+ Catholic parishes, schools and 

homes throughout  
Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union 

counties. 
ADVERTISE in an upcoming 

issue of  
NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC 

magazine.
Contact Marge McCue, 

your representative to get started.

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org
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November 16
Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Norwood, “Shroud Encounter” pre-
sentation by Russ Breault, 6:30 p.m. 
and Nov. 17 at 1:15 p.m., reserva-
tions required, call 201-768-1600 
or email immaculateconception@
iccnorwood.org. 

November 17
Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, Archdiocese of Newark, 
youth ministry recognition awards 
ceremony, at the Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart in Newark, 3 
p.m., contact Rich Donovan at 201-
998-0088 ext. 4150 or  
richard.donovan@rcan.org. 

November 19
Holy Trinity Parish, Westfield, “Hu-
man Trafficking Today” presentation 
by Father Terrence J. Moran, 7 p.m., 
call 908-232-8137 or visit  
www.htrcc.org. 

November 21
Shrine of St. Joseph, Stirling, 95th 
anniversary celebration, featuring 
a Mass of Thanksgiving at 5:30 
p.m., followed by a reception 
at 6:45 p.m. at the Primavera 
Regency, call 908-647-0208 or visit 
www.shrineofsaintjoseph.com/
dinnerofthanksgiving.

November 22
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, West 
Orange, screening of the movie 
“Unplanned,” 7 p.m., call 973-325-
0110 or email ollwonj@verizon.net. 

November 23
Knights of Columbus Council 
#3240, Roselle Park, blood drive, 
at Assumption Parish, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., appointments are preferred 
but walk-ins welcome, call 201-251-
3703 or visit www.vitalant.org.

December 4
Community of God’s Love, Ruther-
ford, women’s faith sharing group, 
first Wednesday of each month, 
adjusting for holidays, 1:30-3:30 
p.m., call 201-935-0344 or email 
rroller81@hotmail.com. 

December 7
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Lyndhurst, Healing Mass, confession 
and exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament will also be available, Mass 
at 11:30 a.m., call 201-939-1161 or 
email stmichaellyndhurst@gmail.com. 

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, 
Bloomfield, “Praying Advent 
through the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius,” presented by Anna Grazia-
no, 9 a.m.-3p.m., call 973-338-9538.

December 8
Knights of Columbus Council 
#2861, Lodi, family breakfast, held 
the second Sunday of each month, 
8:30 a.m.-noon, adults: $6, children 
over the age of 6: $4, children un-
der 6 are free, call 973-470-9373.

Community of God’s Love, 
Rutherford, Christmas concert, 
featuring an appearance by Santa, 
3-5 p.m., call 201-935-0344 or email 
lampstand@thecgl.org. 

Saturday, Nov. 16
8:45 a.m.
Archdiocesan Catechist Convocation 
(opening prayer service)
Paramus Catholic High School

Sunday, Nov. 17
10 a.m.
Mass
Christ the King Parish, Jersey City

Friday, Dec. 6
9:15 a.m.
Junior Ring Day Mass
Immaculate Conception High 
School, Lodi

Wednesday, Dec. 11
8 p.m.
Annual Carol Sing
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Thursday, Dec. 12
10 a.m.
Patronal School Mass
Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy, 
Elizabeth

7 p.m.
Mass for Our Lady of Guadalupe
Queen of Peace Parish, North Arling-
ton

Sunday, Dec. 15
4:30 p.m.
Novena of Simbang Gabi (10th anni-
versary)
Holy Trinity Parish, Hackensack

Tuesday, Dec. 17
9 a.m.
Mass
Immaculate Conception High School, 
Montclair

Sunday, Dec. 22
Noon
Mass 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, 
Bloomfield 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., 
is scheduled to appear at the 
following upcoming events:

 @CardinalJWTobin

Submitted photo

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., celebrated the Children’s Mass at Our Lady 
of Czestochowa Parish in Jersey City on Oct. 20. For more photos and video, 
visit www.olcjc.org.

Submitted photo

The Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children (SFIC) co-hosted an event with 
New Jersey Institute of Technology on Oct. 10 to connect scholarship fund 
students with the honors college program. The honors program at the Newark 
college offers nearly fully-paid tuition to accepted students. The event includ-
ed presentations from honors program representatives, the Martin Tuchman 
School of Management, admissions officers and professors. Students were also 
given a tour of the campus. Juniors and seniors from St. Benedict’s Preparatory 
School in Newark, Union Catholic Regional High School in Scotch Plains, 
Hudson Catholic Regional High School in Jersey City and other SFIC-affiliated 
schools were in attendance.
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    Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call 1-833-993-0205 to order item 487
or Visit HaleGroves.com/A12104

Order Item #487, mention Code HMVH-N102 for your $18 savings. 

Only $19.99*  (reg. $37.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift 
ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2019 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Call now and 

SAVE 47%!
*Plus $5.99 handling to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time offer, good while  

supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947.  
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVH-N102

4 unique varieties. 20 delicious oranges!

Navel 
Oranges

Tangerines

Petite Navel 
Oranges

Petite Red 
Navels

SAVE $18!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$1999*

Special limited  
time offer!

Amazing Oranges!

favorite varieties

 delicious oranges 
fresh from the Grove20

4

®

Reg. $42.99
Now Only

$35.99*
Save over 15%

Special Offer!  SAVE OVER 15%

A Holiday Gift Favorite!  
Nueske’s Family Breakfast Box

Visit Nueskes.com/holiday88
or Call 1-855-419-7147 to Order Item #990  

Only $35.99*  (reg. $42.99), plus $14.99 shipping & handling. 
Order by Dec. 17, 2019 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Enjoy an extraordinary breakfast or send our best-selling breakfast assortment as a thoughtful gift. From 
our smokehouse to your table, we continue Old World traditions smoking our superior quality meats over 
glowing Applewood embers to achieve a rich, smoky flavor. Our delicious breakfast assortment includes:

Family Owned since 1933
Wittenberg, WI 54499

•  Applewood Smoked Bacon (12 oz.) – The Official Bacon of Baconfest, our bacon is lean with a rich, smoky Nueske’s flavor.
•  Corned Beef Hash (1 lb.) – Lean corned beef cured with salt, peppercorns and bay leaves along with diced potatoes and select spices.
• Pancake Mix (16 oz.) – Serve a platter of approximately ten savory, fluffy buttermilk pancakes.
• Maple Syrup (8oz.) – Old-fashioned goodness from our Wisconsin sugar maple trees.

*$14.99 shipping applies to standard delivery only to the 48 contiguous states for item #990. 
Not valid with any other offer.  Offer ends January 1, 2020 or while supplies last.

Order now and Save over 15%

Student launches club to 
spread kindness
By Christine Lombardo

While most students spent their sum-
mer vacations playing video games or 
going to theme parks and the beach, 
sixth-grader Sebastian Nativo was at home 
devising a way to bring more kindness to 
his school community. When Sebastian 
originally pitched his idea for the Kind-
ness Club to Dr. Deborah Egan, principal 
of St. John the Apostle School in Clark, he 
described the benefits as two-fold: “Stu-
dents would do for others, while having 
fun in the process.” 

Sebastian was confident his Kindness 
Club would create a ripple effect through-
out the school community. “I want to 
make sure that the club keeps people do-
ing kind things not only here in the club 
but [also] outside, and that it becomes 
contagious,” he explained. 

Since its first meeting in September, the 
Kindness Club has done just that; its ros-
ter is up to 49 students, with a waiting list 
for new members. The club meets at least 
once a month under the direction of mod-
erator and sixth-grade teacher Sharon Os-
nato, though many individual students 
have taken the initiative to meet more fre-
quently to further their community ser-
vice and outreach agenda. Egan noted that 
she is both “happy and proud that so many 

middle schoolers wish to be so involved 
with their community.”

Sebastian collaborated with Osnato to 
plan an entire year’s worth of monthly ac-
tivities for the club, all of which are tied 
to this year’s school theme “Choose to Be 
Kind.”

In October, students created cards 
with personal thank you messages to vet-
erans through Operation Gratitude. This 
month, the students will begin stuffing 
stockings with small toys and other items 
to be delivered at Christmas to a local  
children’s hospital. Other planned ac-
tivities will benefit the homeless and  
local food pantries and recreation depart-
ments. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mar-
garet Dames praised Sebastian’s efforts. 
“I am proud of [him] and Dr. Egan, the 
principal, and the staff for embracing the 
Kindness Club,” she said. “Together, they 
are assisting those in need and simultane-
ously spreading the word that a commu-
nity of faith and of learners can make a  
difference.”

Sebastian credits his experience with 
the Be the Change Inc. program as one 
of the driving forces behind this endeav-
or. He said his prior volunteer work with 
Be the Change has inspired much of what 
he brings to the Kindness Club. In the face 

of bullying and other types of negative ex-
pression, simple acts of kindness have be-
come a popular focus in schools and com-
munities. 

In their daily instruction, teachers at 
St. John make specific reference to virtues 
like kindness, respect and honesty, each 
of which is tied in with the “Choose to Be 

Kind” theme. Sebastian’s efforts represent 
the chain reaction of positivity that can be 
started when just one person chooses to 
“pay it forward.” 

Christine Lombardo is the director of 
school enrollment, communications and 
marketing of Catholic schools in the Arch-
diocese of Newark.

Submitted photos

Kindness Club students created cards with personal thank you messages to  
veterans.
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CALL 1-877-795-1865Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate is applied. Single supplement and season surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. 
Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For Hawaiian Islands Cruise & Tour, Free Internet and Free Beverage Package offers vary based on cabin category purchased. Additional service charges are required and 
payable to YMT with final balance for select Set Sail offers. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only made by 12/31/19. Other terms & conditions may apply.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
CRUISE & TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on 
land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming 
with marine wildlife, where you’ll pass 
glaciers, mountains, and lush forests, 
with stops in Ketchikan, Skagway, and 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into 
Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, 
and see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation 
Center.

Enjoy Hawaii on this island-hopping 
cruise tour. Spend 7 nights aboard 
Norwegian Cruise Line’s renovated 
Pride of America. Experience the Iao 
Valley on Maui, the beauty and charm 
of Hilo, Kona’s coffee-rich “Gold Coast,” 
and Kauai’s Na Pali coast and Waimea 
Canyon. Your land tour includes Pearl 
Harbor and Honolulu city tours, and time 
to relax on Waikiki Beach. Guided on 
Oahu by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020
12 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$2,099*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT FREE INTERNET   FREE BEVERAGE PACKAGE

*L imit one of fer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.  
L ifet ime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solut ions. Expires 12/31/2019. L icense# 13VH08369400

®

Enjoy more space with custom pull-out shelves 
for your existing cabinets.

T R A N S F O R M  Y O U R  H O M E  A N D  
U P G R A D E  Y O U R  S T O R A G E

BUY 5, GET 1

FREE*

Schedule your free design consultation

(888)  660-6702
Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm EST

Feast of St. Gerard celebrates Italian heritage
By Anthony V. Scillia

“Evviva San Gerardo! Viva!” the faith-
ful shout out in veneration for their be-
loved St. Gerard Maiella as his statue ex-
its St. Lucy Parish on Seventh Avenue in 
Newark. The men of the parish place St. 
Gerard onto a cart as Mike Aromando and 
the Metropolitan Italian Strolling Band 
play “Inno a San Gerardo” (“Hymn to St. 
Gerard”), while the aroma of sausage and 
peppers waft through the air.  

St. Lucy’s is the National Shrine of St. 
Gerard Maiella, C.Ss.R. Every October for 
the past 120 years, the Italian immigrants 

of the “Old First Ward” and their progeny 
have celebrated the feast day of its patron 
with much love, piety and solemnity. This 
year’s festivities ran from Oct. 16-20. The 
celebration included Masses, music, food 
stands and street processions.

To understand the feast of St. Gerard, 
it is best to have some background on the 
18th century saint and the Italian immi-
grants who brought this treasured devo-
tion to Newark.

Brother Gerard Maiella, the youngest 
child of Domenico Maiella and Benedet-
ta Galella, was born on April 6, 1726, in 
Muro Lucano in the present-day Province 
of Basilicata in southern Italy. In 1749, 
Gerard joined the newly formed Congre-
gation of the Most Holy Redeemer (the 
Redemptorists). Brother Gerard died of 
tuberculosis at the age of 29 in 1755. He 
is buried in the Sanctuary of San Gerardo 
Maiella in Materdomini, Italy.

Most of Brother Gerard’s short time as 

a Redemptorist lay brother was spent trav-
eling, ministering and preaching to the 
people living in the countryside of south-
ern Italy. One miracle in particular ex-
plains how Maiella became known as the 
unofficial patron of mothers. In one of his 
travels toward the end of his life, Brother 
Gerard visited with the Pirofalo Family in 
Oliveto Citra (Province of Salerno). Leav-
ing the home, Brother Gerard left behind 
a handkerchief. When one of the Pirofa-
lo girls tried to return the handkerchief to 
the future saint, he told her to keep it be-
cause she may need it one day.  

When the girl grew into a woman, she 
married and conceived a child. During 
childbirth, the woman and child were in 
imminent danger of death. The woman 

called on the intercession of other saints to 
no avail. She then remembered the words 
Brother Gerard told her all those years be-
fore. She asked that the handkerchief be 
brought to her. When the handkerchief 
was placed on her womb, the woman and 
her baby were cured. News of the miracu-
lous healing spread through the town and 
many pregnant women requested piec-
es of Brother Gerard’s handkerchief. The 
woman was only left with a small piece of 
the handkerchief, which she gave to her 
grandson.  

Brother Gerard spent much of his time 
with the people of Caposele (Province of 
Avellino). Because of this, he was adopted 
as one of their own. Upon his beatification, 
the Caposelesi made their beloved Gerard 

Advocate photos-Anthony V. Scillia
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They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent 
to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid 
with other o� ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use 
& Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-

policy or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.844.268.6313 | OmahaSteaks.com/good69

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VDH

the patron of their town. In the late 19th 
century, as immigrants from Caposele 
started to leave Italy for the New World 
and in particular “Nevarca,” also known 
as Newark, they brought their devotion 
to Brother Gerard Maiella with them. In 
1899, the newly arrived immigrants orga-
nized the first feast in honor of Blessed Ge-
rard on his feast day, Oct. 16. Over the past 
120 years, the descendants of these first 
Caposelesi have continued this time-hon-
ored tradition. 

Even though Newark’s Little Italy has 
changed much throughout the years, the 
feast of St. Gerard is constant. 

Father Thomas D. Nicastro, parochial 
vicar at St. Mary Parish in Nutley, is a son 
of the “Old First Ward.”  In his work “The 
Feast of St. Gerard Maiella, C.Ss.R.,” Father 
Nicastro writes, “The Church and the feast 

afford devotees of St. Gerard an opportu-
nity to live in the present moment, while 
still maintaining a reverence for the past.”

St. Gerard means many things to many 
people. He has and continues to walk be-
side both the Caposelesi in the Old and 
New World, and he has been a reliable 
friend and powerful intercessor for fam-
ilies, especially women praying to con-
ceive and those in childbirth. He contin-
ues bringing people to himself, to Newark 
and, most importantly, to Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

For more information about St. Lucy 
Parish, the National Shrine of St. Gerard, 
visit www.saintlucy.net.

Anthony V. Scillia is a parishioner at St. 
Leo Church in Elmwood Park and shares 
about faith and food at www.facebook.com/
tonyatthetable. 

1-866-505-1859 
Visit PittmanDavis.com/M10040

Order Item #MXFM, mention Code PMVH-N103 and Save 20% 

Only $19.99 (reg. $24.99), plus FREE Shipping.* Satisfaction completely guaranteed.  
Order by December 17, 2019 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

Call Now or go Online and SAVE 20% with FREE Shipping*

Limited time offer, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC: PMVH-N103
Pittman & Davis,  

Harlingen, TX 78552

These hand-picked, snack size fruit are specially nurtured and treasured for their ultra-sweet flavor. 
These will delight everyone on your list and for a very special price.

Send a box full of Winter Sunshine.
3 unique varieties + FREE Shipping!*

WAS $24.99 
NOW ONLY 

$1999
Mixed Fruit Medley

FREE Shipping* & 20% OFF

* Free standard shipping

•  6 Ruby Red Gems

•  8 Tiny Tim Navels

•  4 Fresh Orchard Apples
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Virtual reality brings Cathedral Basilica to life
By Jai Agnish
Communications Manager

How would you describe the Cathe-
dral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in New-
ark to someone who has never seen it? 
Where would you begin? Would you  
employ a fistful of adjectives? Would de-
scriptors like “grandiose” or “majestic” do 
it justice?

The jewel of the archdiocese is a French 
Gothic cathedral built on the highest peak 
in Newark next to Branch Brook Park. 
It’s longer and taller than St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral in New York City, and it shares 
many features with its European cousin,  
Notre-Dame de Paris.

It’s impressive. And that’s only the  
outside.

Immortalized inside the cathedral is 
an enormous collection of religious his-
tory, statuary, woodwork and art. Every 
sculpture has significance. Every image in 
stained glass has meaning. 

Its stories have been told in books, arti-
cles, websites, videos and through walking 
tours. Now, they are being told through 
virtual reality. 

The newly launched Cathedral Basili-
ca of the Sacred Heart virtual reality tour 
puts viewers directly inside the church 
walls. It’s built on 3D laser imagery and 
high resolution 4K photography.

Would you like to wander around 

the crypt? You can do that. You also can 
walk up into the choir loft. What’s it like 
to look out from the pulpit? What’s be-
hind the tabernacle in the Lady Chapel?  
And what about all of that stained glass? 
Who is depicted in it, and what is being 
portrayed? Do you want to learn more 
about the enormous rose windows? 
What about the statues in the ambulatory  
chapels? The virtual reality tour tells 
the stories behind all of this rich  
iconography.

“Unless you’re a religious historian, I’ve 
always found that you need somebody to 
explain to you what’s going on in the ba-
silica,” said Steve Belloise, the executive 
director of the Property Management  
Administration of the Archdiocese of 
Newark.

Belloise and his department commis-
sioned the creation of the virtual reality 
tour, funded specifically through corpo-
rate donations supporting the project. 

A new website has also just been 
launched: www.cathedralbasilica.org. A 
link to the virtual reality tour can be found 
there.

“I’ve always been very impressed by the 
basilica,” he said. “Every time you go there 
you see something new. The virtual reality 
tour brings the basilica to life.”

The experience is similar to Google’s 
street view option and 3D realtor house 
tours. There are several ways to approach 

it. You can slide through the space with the 
click of a computer mouse. There also is a 
tour highlights reel and shortcuts to differ-
ent areas of the space accessible at the bot-
tom of the screen. 

It can be experienced on desktop, 
smartphone and a soon-to-be launched 
on-site kiosk. The smartphone version 
works with Google Cardboard and Sam-
sung’s virtual reality headset. It can also be 
viewed with a virtual reality headset on a 
projector and any computer or tablet.

By clicking on any of 100 “tour tags,” 
windows pop up containing text, photos, 
videos and informational captions. 

“It’s not just an immersive visual expe-
rience,” said Amy Giuliano of Vadis VR. 
“It’s also an educational interactive expe-
rience.”

The archdiocese commissioned Giulia-
no, a Seton Hall University alumna, to cre-
ate the project. Now an adjunct professor 
at the university, the former tour guide 
in Rome, dreamed up the virtual reali-
ty church tours as a teaching tool. Bello-
ise said he hopes the new virtual reality 
tour will be used similarly in classrooms 
throughout the Archdiocese of Newark. 

“I think that our churches are meant 
to communicate something of the beauty 
and grandeur of God to the people who 
visit the church,” Giuliano added. “When 
we encounter something beautiful, we also 
encounter God in some way.”

Advocate photo-Kelly Marsicano
Amy Giuliano of Vadis VR scanned 
the Cathedral Basilica for the newly 
launched virtual reality tour.

Coming soon in the January/February 
issue of New Jersey Catholic, Amy Gi-
uliano will discuss understanding the 
Catholic faith through art, architecture 
and the Church’s artistic patrimony. 
The article will take a closer look at her 
faith and how she was inspired to create 
church virtual reality tours.
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Discover the sacred landmark that houses grand 
elegance and global history
By Hunter Hulbert

Strolling down Clifton Avenue in New-
ark is an otherworldly experience that 
leaves a lasting impression on those who 
pass through the Lower Broadway neigh-
borhood in New Jersey’s largest city.

For one, it is just a stone’s throw from 
the largest collection of cherry blossom 
trees in America—a spectacle of its own in 
the spring—but what you will find amid 
the ever-changing metropolis is some-
thing that is often seen yet rarely appreci-
ated to the fullest extent.

It’s a structure that stands steady, con-
tinuously challenging the tests of time and 
transcending the sea of humanity that sur-
rounds it. This is the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart.

Perched on Newark’s highest peak next 
to Branch Brook Park, the Cathedral Ba-
silica of the Sacred Heart is a towering 
centerpiece that has marked the intersec-

tion of history, culture and faith since its 
inception in 1859. The 45,000-square-foot 
cathedral (comparable in size to Westmin-
ster Abbey) is a massive monument—the 
fifth largest in North America—that cre-
ates an unforgettable experience for all 
who enter.

As you pass through the bronze, Ro-
man doors of the French Gothic structure, 
worlds old and new, far and near, come to-
gether in the ultimate expression of uni-
ty through art and architecture. Hand-
carved selections of wood, stone and 
marble are illuminated in a golden glow 
as natural light pours through the beauti-
ful stained-glass windows imported from 
Germany, creating pops of blue and purple 
that captivates even the most casual on-
looker. Three rose windows form a trifecta 
of glass masterpieces, considered among 
the finest in the world, and second only to 
the Chartres Cathedral in France in qual-
ity. The 36-foot rose window in the main 

entrance gallery is the largest of its kind 
found in a Catholic church in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Just above the intricate windows, vault-
ed ceilings covered in mosaic tiles show-
case the grandeur within the spiritual 
space, while balancing the power of place. 
The ornate interior evokes emotions of 
awe and wonder, which proves a point: 
Beauty has the ability to transcend per-
sonal beliefs.

“One of the things that people don’t re-
alize—and every person who walks into 
this building does the same thing because 
the building makes you do it—is you walk 
in the door and you look up,” said Father 
Armand Mantia, head docent and histori-
an at the cathedral. “It’s one of the beauties 
of Gothic architecture. There are no hori-
zontal lines in the building. Everything is 
vertical, everything comes to a point, and 
that’s done on purpose. When you walk 
through the door, believer or nonbeliev-

er, you are taken up into ‘heaven’ and your 
eyes go to where we believe God is.” 

As if the sights weren’t enough, the 
sounds that emanate from the largest pipe 
organ built by Schantz Organ Co. reso-
nates through every inch of the structure, 
from the Appalachian oak pews to the top 
of the 106-foot ceilings. The impressive in-
strument is the biggest pipe organ in New 
Jersey and features 9,513 pipes, 193 stops 
and 154 ranks. What does all that mean? 
The organ packs a musical punch and can 
produce some of the purest melodies in 
the world.

But the magnificent journey doesn’t 
end there.

Five ambulatory chapels on the out-
skirts of the sanctuary feature influential 
figures who are a reflection of the ethnic 
and racial diversity of the Roman Cath-
olic Church in the Archdiocese of New-
ark at the time of completion: St. Patrick 
(British Isles); St. Lucy Filippini (Italian, 
Portuguese); St. Boniface (German); St. 
Stanislaus of Kraków (Polish-Slovak-Hun-
garian); and St. Anne (Hispanic, African 
and Asian).

Sandwiched between the St. Lucy Filip-
pini and St. Boniface chapels is the crown 
jewel of the cathedral: The Lady Chapel. 
The tabernacle holds the Blessed Sacra-
ment, as well as an altar crafted from Car-
rara marble and three brilliant chandeliers 
of hand-cut crystal.

Like most buildings of this nature, 
some of its secrets are revealed simply by 
looking up while others are not so plain-
ly in view. At the Cathedral Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart, one hidden gem lies just be-
low the surface … in the crypt, where a 
treasure trove of history awaits. 

The secluded chapel and crypt contain 
the remains of five former bishops and 
archbishops of Newark as well as numer-
ous religious relics. It’s truly a sight to see, 
but be aware that the space is only open to 
the public for select events.  

The cathedral’s concert series also pro-
vides opportunities to experience and ap-
preciate one of New Jersey’s architectural 
wonders. The 49th Annual Candlelight 
Carol Sing on Dec. 11 and 12 at 8 p.m. 
(free), as well as the New Jersey Sympho-
ny Orchestra’s “Handel’s Messiah” perfor-
mance (ticketed) are two events not to be 
missed.

“(The cathedral) is a must-visit des-
tination because it is quite possibly the 
most beautiful building in the state,” Man-
tia said. “It is certainly the largest church 
in the state, and just to have this experi-
ence of the beauty of holiness, you need to 
come here.”

Reprinted with permission, Jersey’s Best
www.jerseysbest.com

Photo by Vik Buriak

Each month in New Jersey Catholic, 
the column “Mother Church” takes 
a closer look at the history and 
architecture of the Cathedral Basilica.
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Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your loved ones 
at low cost?  Let us take the frustration out of finding the right person. 

Specializing in filipino caregivers.
We are just a phone call away. 

2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308 
Union, New Jersey 07083 Cell: (908) 209-5440
care.assist.nj@gmail.com  careassistonline.com 

COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968 

(All calls confidential)

NEED A PRO-LIFE HOUSEMOTHERS
SHIFTS AVAILABLE  7-3:30, 3-11:30, 11-7
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking kind, compassionate individuals, willing 
to serve God through those we help. Driver’s license required. 

Reply to: Susan Harper-Lloyd, 
email susanharperlloyd@aol.com, 
Or call 201-819-4699 (M-F 9-5)

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 66 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

A place of rest, illumination, 
peace, and closeness to God

www.loyola.org 
973-539-0740

exhibitions ~  lecturesfilms  ~  gallery  ~  talks

VISIT US @   

WWW.SMAFATHERS.ORG 

(201) 567-0450 

23  BLISS  AVENUE  

TENAFLY,  NJ  07670  

T H E  A F R I C A N  A R T  M U S E U M  
O F  T H E  S M A  F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

HELP WANTED

HEALTHCARE

RETREATS

CLERGY APPAREL

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

ART MUSEUM FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

Your 
Classified  

Could Be  Here
Call  

973-497-4200

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the 
lower cost alternative to nursing 
homes or assisted living. Family 
Care Placement, LLC provides 
live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing 
the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Placement, LLC 
has been serving NYC, NJ, CT 
and LI since 2000, specializing 
in placing FILIPINO caregivers, 
nannies, housekeepers, and 
cooks. 
All candidates are fluent in 
English with great references 
for satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized  
placement services call 

Karen at (908)377-9375
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In the Parishes

The Church of Saint 
Catharine

HOLMDEL, SEEKS A FULL-TIME 
Parish Catechetical 

Leader
Reporting to the pastor, the Parish Cat-
echetical Leader is responsible for stra-
tegically planning and administering the 
Parish catechetical program with a vision 
towards leading future generations back to 
the Church, including fall and summer reli-
gious education programs for students in 
grades 1-8, sacramental preparation, and 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  The Parish 
Catechetical Leader also oversees the re-
cruitment, training and spiritual formation of 
the catechists and volunteers who support 
this ministry.  Candidates are preferred to 
have a degree in Theology/related field, 
be a practicing Catholic, and have proven 
leadership and communication skills.  

Please submit current resume with 
cover letter and professional reference 
to kcarson@stcatharine.net or mail to 

Church of Saint Catharine,  
Attn: Director of Religious Education 

Search, 108 Middletown Road, PO 655,  
Holmdel, NJ 07733-2243

Trenton Monitor

CLASSIFED • POSITIONS AVAILABLE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
A search is underway for the position of Executive Director, who will serve as the chief 
administrative officer of NJCC and as a spokesperson for the Catholic Bishops of New 
Jersey on public policy. 
The Executive Director also serves as the Bishops’ liaison to:  Members of Congress, 
State legislators, and the executive offices of state government.  An important 
responsibility is to enable Catholics to participate in the development of public policy.   
QUALIFICATIONS:
The Executive Director must be a practicing Catholic who has a thorough knowledge 
of and accepts the teachings of the Church and who has a working knowledge of the 
Catholic Church’s operations and diocesan structure.  
The Executive Director must possess a high level of oral, written, interpersonal and 
multimedia communication skills.  The Executive Director should also have the following 
knowledge, skills and experience:

•  Demonstrated analytical, organizational and leadership ability;
•  Previous employment or volunteer experience in a Catholic entity;
•  Knowledge of the structure of the three branches of New Jersey State government 

and experience working with the legislature;   
•  A minimum of a baccalaureate degree.  A masters and/or a law degree is 

preferred but not required;
•  The ability to read, write and speak Spanish is preferred but not required.

While the Executive Director collaborates with all of the Catholic Dioceses in New Jersey, 
each diocese is completely autonomous in their work, ministry and administration.

Please e-mail cover letter, resume, and list of references by  
December 1, 2019 to pellis@diometuchen.org.

To place your ad here please email:  
Monitor-Advertising@DioceseofTrenton.org

TRAVEL

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and 
all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members 
of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  
We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual 
misconduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so 
that we may take appropriate action to protect others and 
provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of 
sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth 
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

Your 
Classified  

Could Be  Here
Call  

973-497-4200
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THE SOURCE FOR CATHOLIC GIFTS FEATURING THE LARGEST 
SELECTION OF RELIGIOUS GOODS IN NEW JERSEY.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
973-473-5246

email: info@sikoras.com

147 Market Street 
Passaic, N.J.

(Just minutes from I-80 & Rt. 46)

Mention that you saw this ad and receive a special 10% discount 
off your purchase of any item. 

Clearance and Christmas Sale items are excluded.

Gifts that reflect 
the TRUE 
meaning of 
Christmas are 
now easy 
to find...

HIRING?
ADVERTISE THE POSITION IN AN UPCOMING ISSUE 

OF 

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC magazine
OR 

THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE newspaper

UPCOMING ISSUES:
January/February NJ CATHOLIC 
(mail date 1-10)
AD COPY DEADLINE:  Dec. 24th

THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE
Dec. 18th • AD COPY DEADLINE: Dec. 12th

Contact Marge McCue: marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org
or call 973.497.4201 for details (ads will run print & online editions.)

St. Thomas the Apostle School in Bloomfield recently welcomed feathered friends into its early childhood programs. Starting as eggs, the twelve ducklings have 
hatched and become part of the student roster in the pre-K and kindergarten classes. The students learned about the life cycle of the ducks, as well as the circle 
of life. The birds arrived as eggs from Pennsylvania-based Quiver Farms. Several of the older students at the school utilized the ducks in STEM projects, including 
building a bridge to assist the ducklings to cross from one of their pools to the other.

Submitted photos



A Ministry of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark 

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
For Our Catholic Community

www.CatholicJourney.org  
866-PRE-PLAN (773-7526)

Please join us in providing non-perishable 
food items that will be distributed to local 

food pantries to help feed those who are less 
fortunate in our Archdiocese.

Donations may be dropped off during 
business hours in the offices of all 

Archdiocesan mausoleums 
now through January 5, 2020.  

For cemetery locations, visit ww.rcancem.org.

Feeding the hungry is one of the most basic acts of loving kindness and is one of the 
seven Corporal Works of Mercy. (Other Corporal Works of Mercy include clothing the 

naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick, and burial of the dead. ) 
Donating food or funds on behalf of a departed loved one is a wonderful gift 

that truly honors their memory in a tangible way.  

Keep Christ in Christmas. Help feed the hungry.

Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark Proudly Sponsors its Annual

Donate Online 
Financial donations are welcome 

www.rcancem.org/donate




