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Angel Tree brings hope to children with parents in prison
By Melissa McNally
Editor

A

s we enter the holiday
season, this can be a
difficult time for many
people—in particular, for
children living with one or both parents in prison. According to the National Resource Center on Children
and Families of the Incarcerated at
Rutgers University-Camden, more
than 2.7 million children in the U.S.
have an incarcerated parent. That’s
1 in 28 American children. Research
shows that parental incarceration increases the risk of children living in
poverty or experiencing household
instability.
“The growing number of children with an incarcerated parent represents one of the most significant
collateral consequences of the record
prison population in the U.S.,” stated
The Sentencing Project, a research
and advocacy center.
Angel Tree is a program of
Prison Fellowship that helps to ease
some of the difficulty. It connects
parents in prison with their children

through the delivery of Christmas
gifts. According to the program’s
website, Angel Tree is “an opportunity to share God’s love by helping
to meet the physical, emotional and
spiritual needs of the families of
prisoners.”
Many churches make an annual
commitment to the program for the
holiday season. Susan Rich, coordinator of the New Jersey chapter of
the Friends of Delille, has worked
with the charity for the past three
years. A Glen Ridge resident, Rich
specifically asked Angel Tree to
work with children and families in
Essex County.
Sometime in the fall, the program’s coordinators receive the
name, caregiver and contact information of children who were signed
up by their parent in prison. Angel
Tree tags are completed with the
name of these children, along with
gift suggestions, and are displayed
in churches or given to individual
groups that would like to participate.
The children receive a gift with
a special note from their parent. It
is not always easy for the children
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From left to right: Michele Perrella, Susan Rich, Mariela Genoa and
her mother, Yamilka Genoa.
to see their parent in prison during
Christmastime, Rich noted. Many of
the inmates are being held out of the
state, far away from home.
Rich and members of Friends of
Delille, which assists in the promotion of Henriette Delille’s canonization, deliver these gifts themselves
in the days leading up to Christmas.
“A bus company graciously donates

a yellow school bus to us for three
hours,” Rich explained. “Some of us
wear Santa hats, we drink hot chocolate on the bus and sing Christmas
carols while we deliver the gifts. We
try to make it fun.”
Rich partners with other organizations in the Archdiocese of
Newark, including the Women’s
Continued on page 7

Second prayer service for clergy abuse victims to be held Nov. 30
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R., will lead a prayer service
under the theme of “Longing for
Life … We Wait in Darkness” on
Friday, Nov. 30, beginning at 7:30
p.m. in the Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart in Newark. This is the
second prayer service in recognition
and hope for the victims of clergy
abuse, for their families, for the accused and for the Church.
On Sept. 14, Cardinal Tobin

led about 2,000 clergy, consecrated
Christians and laity is a prayer service titled “Behold the Wood of the
Cross” for abuse survivors. Some
2,500 people viewed the service on
Facebook Live and the Archdiocese
of Newark website.
Prior to “Longing for Life,” Cardinal Tobin participated in a special
seven days of prayer and fasting,
along with the other bishops of the
United States, during the week of

Nov. 5-11. “The intentions for this
leading our sheep from all harm.”
period of prayer and sacrifice are
The days of intensified prayer
three-fold,” the cardinal wrote in a
and fasting were in preparation for
letter to parishioners. “For the healthe U.S. Conference of Cathoing and support of all victims of cler- lic Bishops’ Fall General Assemgy sexual abuse; for the conversion
bly held in Baltimore Nov. 12-14.
and just punishment of the perpetraDuring the assembly, bishops
tors and concealers of sexual abuse;
discussed and voted on a series of
and for the strength of the bishops to
concrete measures to respond to the
be holy shepherds in protecting and
abuse crisis.
(For Cardinal Tobin’s letter regarding recent articles in The Philadelphia
Inquirer and Boston Globe about clergy sexual abuse, turn to page 2.)
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Letter from Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., regarding news story
Nov. 4, 2018

Dear Members of the Archdiocese of Newark,
The Philadelphia Inquirer and Boston Globe ran a joint article today
on the state of sexual abuse in the Church, claiming that as many as 50
bishops have handled sexual abuse cases since 2002 improperly. While
the information must be verified, even one situation in which a bishop violated our Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People or did
not put victims’ needs first is a grave concern.
The tragedy of this crisis is twofold: the deep and terrible scars caused
by sexual abuse by clergy, and the broken trust caused by cover-up. The
Catholic Church has done much, both nationally and here in our archdiocese, to create safe, healthy, holy environments for our children in our
schools and our parishes. Much of the cases being reported today happened decades ago.
But with the resignation of Archbishop Theodore McCarrick, we are
now realizing that some bishops did not enter into the covenant we call
the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People whole-

heartedly. This is sinful and unacceptable. It has caused irreparable
harm to every priest’s and bishop’s relationship with the faithful. Only
intentional acts of restorative justice can help us reform and renew our
deeply wounded Church.
I endorse the actions already underway by our U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops to strengthen the accountability of bishops. After addressing the healing of victims, it is my greatest priority. I have also prioritized a review of the files and procedures of our archdiocese. I intend to
ensure we are doing everything we can in this archdiocese to help victims,
their loved ones and their communities to heal from the scourge of clergy sexual abuse. And I am committed to being able to assure you that no
clergy in ministry in our archdiocese has any credible allegation of abuse.
In a few weeks, I will be announcing further structural changes and
new policies within the Archdiocese of Newark itself—step-by-step reforms that I hope will be embraced by other dioceses throughout the state.
Please pray for me, that I may have the strength and courage to lead
our archdiocese, and pray for all who are suffering from the sins of sexual
abuse. May Christ use this painful time in our Church to unite us in proclaiming His abundant love.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., Archbishop of Newark, President and Publisher
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Joan Mennuti, accompanied by her husband, Gregory, recently donated to the Archdiocese of Newark a chalice once owned by her uncle
Father Eugene Geiger. Vice Chancellor and Director of Communications James Goodness accepted the gift, which will be donated to St.
Leo Parish in Irvington. Father Geiger received the chalice from his mother, Elizabeth, on his ordination on May 31, 1947. After serving
in many parishes within the archdiocese, he was assigned to his home parish of St. Leo. In the photo at right, Father Geiger is pictured
with his mother and his sisters in their Irvington family home. From left to right: Sister Mary Elizabeth Geiger, S.S.N.D.; Sister Eugene
Marie Geiger, S.S.N.D.; Elizabeth Geiger; Sister Virgina Geiger, S.S.N.D.; and Father Geiger. Father Geiger, who died in 2002, used the
MISSIONARIES
OF THE
chalice
at every Mass, family funerals and weddings. Mennuti was married at St. Leo, as were her parents. “My sister Mary Sullivan and
MOST HOLY EUCHARIST
I feelDathat
the best place for the chalice now is at St. Leo’s because of the connection to our family,” she explained.
Eucharistic Retreat
y

come you to join us for a day set aside to adore,
ce, and love Christ in the Most Holy Eucharist.

Sh. nneof
., . _ .

Sain Joseph

Saturday, December 1, 2018
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
1050 Long Hill Rd.
Stirling, NJ 07980
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9/20, 1/24, 3/14, 4/11, 5/16, 6/20, 9/12, 10/10

Sat., Dec. 1, 2018
8 am - 4:30 pm

1050 Long Hill Rd.
Stirling, NJ 07980
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Morning Coffee, Tea & Lunch • Holy Rosary • Spiritual Reflections
Holy Mass • The Sacrament of Confession • Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction

CAN YOU HELP

Oct. 2018
$23.00

Marge McCue
973-497-4200

171 Clifton Ave., Newark, Essex County NJ 07104-1019
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,171 Clifton Ave., Newark, NJ 07104-1019
Kelly Marsicano, 171 Clifton Ave., Newark, NJ 07104-1019

R.C. Archdiocese of Newark

171 Clifton Ave., Newark, NJ 07104-1019
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SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?

The Catholic Advocate

“Baby Ariel” was saved from abortion and
born on 4/17/18. We struggle to keep our prolife
shelters open to provide a choice for over 300
pregnant women who call our hotline monthly. Your
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent
preborn children.”

October 10, 2018
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Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters

P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277
Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

8 3 8 0

171 Clifton Ave., Newark, Essex County NJ 07104-1019

To register, email mostholyeucharistNJ@gmail.com, or call (631) 912-5712. Please state your
name, email address, home address, parish & phone number. Advance registration is required
and registration by email is preferred. A $35 Donation of cash or check made out to MSE is
suggested for the day and will be collected at the door. Books and raffles will also be available.

www.mostholyeucharist.com
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Pope recognizes martyrdom of U.S. Christian Brother
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope Francis has recognized the martyrdom of De La
Salle Christian Brother James Miller, who was shot to death in Guatemala in 1982.
The recognition of the martyrdom of Brother James, or Brother Santiago as he was
also known, clears the way for his beatification; the date and location of the ceremony
were not immediately announced.
Brother Miller was born Sept. 21, 1944, in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. He met the
Christian Brothers at Pacelli High School there and, at the age of 15, entered the order’s
juniorate in Missouri. After the novitiate, he taught Spanish, English and religion at Cretin High School in St. Paul, Minnesota, for three years. He also was in charge of school
maintenance and served as the football coach.
Some websites refer to him as “Brother Fix-it,” and an icon featured on the website
of the Christian Brothers of the Midwest shows him wearing overalls.
In 1969, he was sent to Nicaragua, where he taught and helped build schools. Returning to the United States, he again taught at Cretin High School. But in January 1981,
he was sent to Guatemala, where he taught at a secondary school in Huehuetenango and
at a center that helped young indigenous people learn job and leadership skills.
While on a ladder making repairs to the building on the afternoon of Feb. 13, 1982,
he was shot several times by three hooded men and died instantly. No one was ever arrested. Funeral services were held in Guatemala and in St. Paul before he was buried in
Polonia, Wisconsin.
In other decrees published by the Vatican about a variety of sainthood causes, the
pope also recognized the martyrdom of victims of the Spanish civil war: Angel Cuartas
Cristobal and eight of his classmates at the seminary in Oviedo, who were killed between 1934 and 1937; and Mariano Mullerat Soldevila, a physician, husband and father
killed in 1936.
In 10 other causes for canonization, Pope Francis signed decrees recognizing that
the candidates for sainthood lived the Christian virtues in a heroic way, which is the first
step toward beatification.
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist
you want

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including

cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you
can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-888-774-5699

Or www.dental50plus.com/ca
*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance
policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer
is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA:
C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec
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November 27
Loyola Jesuit Center, Morristown, Advent Day of Prayer,
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., $40, includes
breakfast, lunch, reconciliation
and Mass, register at www.loyola.
org or call 973-539-0740.

November 30
St. Joseph by the Sea, South
Mantoloking, “Advent Silent
Weekend,” retreat offers time
for reflection, exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and Mass,
through Dec. 2, $220, call 732892-8494 or visit www.sjbsea.org.

December 1
Mercy House, Newark, fundraiser at St. John Paul II Youth
Retreat Center, Kearny, 7 p.m.,
$60, evening will include music
and 50/50 raffle, RSVP by Nov.
16, call 973-643-8000 or email
mercyhouseinfo@rcan.org.
New Jersey Choral Society,
Ridgewood, Festival of Lessons
and Carols, at Church of the Immaculate Conception, Montclair, 8
p.m., also on Dec. 2 at 3 p.m., $30

Around the Archdiocese
for adults, $25 for seniors and
students, call 201-379-7719.

December 2
S.M.A. Fathers, Tenafly, “An
Unexpected Expectation” Advent
reflection, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., with
Father Dermot Roache, S.M.A.,
201-567-0450.
Sisters of Charity Motherhouse,
Convent Station, Cathedral
Sounds Community Christmas
Concert with The Masterwork
Chorus, 2 p.m., in Holy Family
Chapel, call 973-290-5454.

December 4
St. Joseph by the Sea, South
Mantoloking, “Busy Persons
Advent Retreat,” 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.,
presented by Paulette Cicero,
$50, call 732-892-8494 or visit
www.sjbsea.org.

December 8
The Shrine of St. Joseph, Stirling,
“Christmas Nativity Spectacular,”
exhibition of Nativity collections
from around the world, 10 a.m.-4
p.m., also on Dec. 9 from 9 a.m.-

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology

Grow
in your
Faıth
Graduate theology
courses available
this spring

Apply now for a Master of Arts in Theology
or a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry.
Inquire today and learn how you can obtain a
free preview of an upcoming spring graduate course.

For details and application information,
e-mail theology@shu.edu, call (973) 761-9633 or
visit www.shu.edu/advocate-courses
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3 p.m., live Nativity at 2 p.m., call
908-647-0208 or visit
www.stshrine.org.

or email ssjsbnj@gmail.com.

Boy Scout Troop 139, Bergenfield, 4th Annual Alfonso Jerome
Kimbrough Memorial ChristMASS Brass, at Conlon Hall of
St. John the Evangelist Parish,
2:30-6:30 p.m., proceeds benefit
local food pantries, call Diana Davidson-Valencia at 201-446-0355

Notre Dame Parish, North
Caldwell, Orchestra of St. Peter
by the Sea performance, pre-sale
tickets $35, $40 at the door, call
973-226-0979.

December 16

Queen of Peace Parish, North
Arlington, annual Christmas concert, 2:30 p.m., call 201-997-0700.

Survey to launch for parents of
children with special needs
For parents raising a child with autism or an intellectual or developmental disability, is attending Sunday Mass something you would like to do as
a family but don’t? You are not alone. Many individuals with autism or a
developmental disability are unable to participate in community events unless taught to do so through a structured process, which includes attending
Mass. Sons and daughters are often prevented from full, conscious and active
participation in the sacred liturgy, which fuels our lives and the life of the
Church. The Archdiocese of Newark has worked with educators to develop
“Attends Mass,” a program that fosters the necessary skills for making engagement in liturgy inclusive and possible.
To assist Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin’s understanding of the pastoral
needs of the archdiocese, the Office for Pastoral Ministry with Persons with
Disabilities is distributing a survey to validate the extent of the need and interest in the “Attends Mass” program for families. Beginning Nov. 16, the
survey will be available in English, Spanish and Creole at
www.rcan.org/attends-mass-survey. For more information or assistance,
contact Anne Masters at 973-497-4309 or anne.masters@rcan.org.

Local News
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Advent: More than a season of preparation
By Msgr. Michael Andreano

L

ikely for most of us, since
our earliest years of growing up, Advent was that
mysterious word, that
season that related to, and brought
us eventually to, Christmas. It was
a time that we enjoyed being in
because we knew of the greater
enjoyment and excitement that it
would bring us to. However, because
Advent ‘made us wait’ for Christmas, perhaps we found it frustrating,
maybe even annoying. As we grew
older, we came to know that, even
in times of joyful anticipation and
expectation, there is some anxiety,
frustration and mystery that we have
to deal with—the ‘slowness’ of getting to that ‘final joy,’ or the mystery
of just what is in those prettily and
carefully wrapped gift boxes we
found hidden in the closet or under
the bed, and finally under the Christmas tree.
The Church tells us that Advent
has a two-fold character: a time of
preparation for the solemnities of
Christmas in which the first coming

of the Son of God in humanity is
remembered, and a time when minds
and hearts are also turned toward
Christ’s second coming at the end
of time.
The season of Advent is too often considered merely a season of
preparation for Christmas. In reality,
it is designed to prepare Christians
for the glorious possibilities of the
time of fulfillment of God’s plan
for each one of us. As we await it,
we must keep mindful of the fact
that we are already members of that
glory, that kingdom, that body of
Christ here on earth. And so, we set
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Financing available
with approved credit

The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and exfoliates
skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built
right here in America for safety and durability from the ground up, and
Call today and receive
exclusive savings of
with more standard features than any other tub.
✓ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end
✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to
target sore muscles and joints

$1500 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-720-1280

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub
✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,
affordable price
You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub on the market.
For your FREE information kit
and DVD, and our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-720-1280
CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

our hearts on seeking, finding and
accomplishing that for which God
created us, so that we are prepared to
return to Him.
As Catholic Christians, we know
that we must always be living ‘in
preparation and joyful expectation’
of what is (yet) to come—the second
coming of Christ.
Unless we embrace and live that
reality, we will never truly understand the meaning and joy of the
season of Advent. And if we live in
that reality, how could we not each
day look upon and treat one another
more kindly,
gently and lovingly as brothers and sisters
in Christ, who not only share being
born into this world (as was Jesus),
but who also share in the promise of
glory and eternal life?
We are more than this life. We
are attached to one another by that
little child born in Bethlehem (the
first coming of Jesus), kept together
by His continuing presence among
us (in sacred Scripture, the sacraments and each other), and gathered

together again at His second coming.
Our Blessed Mother Mary is the
embodiment of Advent.
Consider Mary: particularly chosen by God to be the vessel
through which He would enter our
human existence in joy (that first
Christmas). Now, we certainly know
that in that continuum of “Mary’s
Advent”—the time between the
anticipation and joy of Jesus’ birth
and the anticipation and joy of His
Resurrection—there were times of
mystery, difficulty, despair and even
horror (Calvary). Mary lived the first
Advent. She lived
all that was a part
of the life of Jesus (the joys and
tribulations), and she lived to return
to Him in glory. The path of Mary’s
life is ours if we, too, are “full of
grace” and keep in mind that “the
Lord is with us.”
And so, certainly, there is cause
for joy and the wait is worth it!
Happy Advent! God bless you.
Msgr. Michael Andreano is the
pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Parish
in Hoboken.
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Angel Tree
Continued from page 1

Commission, Hackensack Meridian Health Mountainside Medical
Center in Montclair and parishioners from Holy Name of Jesus in

Donna Daniel from Holy Name
of Jesus Parish in East Orange
receives her Angel Tree tag.

East Orange and St. Peter Claver in
Montclair. “It’s a beautiful initiative,” Rich said. “Everyone wants
to give and do what they can for
these kids.”
It is “pure joy” when the families answer the door, described
Laverne Hageman. “Everyone is
so thankful. People sometimes buy
more than one toy for each child.
The caregivers can’t buy a lot of
things for the kids, so they are very
grateful,” she said.
Bringing joy to these children
and their families is important
especially during the Christmas
season, volunteer Tina Schumacher
noted. “The parent is absent when
it is really a family holiday. When
we give the children the gifts, they
don’t know it’s from us—they see
it as a present from their mom or
dad,” she said. “The kids are reminded that their parent still loves
them and that they are still special,
even if they are missing.”
Arline Rivera-Kirkley and her
family are grateful for the Christmas cheer Angel Tree brings. Her
husband was incarcerated for two
years and their three sons received
gifts through the program.
“When my boys saw the gifts
they received they were in awe. The

7

Shelley Macklin delivered gifts to children last year.
smiles on their faces just brought
tears to my eyes,” Rivera-Kirkley said. “I give God the glory for
bringing such beautiful people into
my life in our time of need. As a
family we still talk about the angels
that showed up at our doorstep.

TO ALL OUR READERS

Thank you
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It’s something that we will never
forget.”
If you’d like to participate in
the Angel Tree program this holiday season, contact Susan Rich at
sm.rich@verizon.net or call 973224-3073.
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School Sisters of Notre Dame
celebrates 185th anniversary
“At the Academy of the Holy
Angels, we are proud to be one of
their stories,” Hanlon noted.
Principal Jean Miller expressed
her appreciation for the sisters who
have followed in Mother Theresa’s
footsteps, mirroring her faith, vision
and courage.
Keynote speaker Sister Sharon
Slear, S.S.N.D., highlighted a fiveyear teacher education program the
sisters are promoting in Haiti. Sister
Sharon, who is the provost at Notre
Dame of Maryland University and
chairperson of the AHA board of
trustees, explained that all School
Sisters of Notre Dame-sponsored
schools and organizations are urged
to “adopt” teachers as the program
continues through 2021. These
“adoptions” will allow teachers working on Haiti’s Lagonav Island to travel to the capital of Port-au-Prince to
train as reading and math specialists.
Sister Sharon explained that the
order has been collaborating with
Beyond Borders, an organization that
already had an established network

DEMAREST—The Academy of
the Holy Angels recently celebrated
Foundation Day, where the school
community gathered to mark the
185th anniversary of the establishment of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame.
The academy is sponsored by
the School Sisters, who trace their
beginnings to Oct. 24, 1833. Blessed
Mother Theresa Gerhardinger and
two other women are credited with
establishing the organization in Bavaria. When Gerhardinger died in
1879, there were more than 2,500
School Sisters of Notre Dame educating girls in elementary schools,
day nurseries and orphanages. The
sisters also provided homes and
night schools for girls working in
factories.
Holy Angels President Melinda
Hanlon welcomed everyone to the
Foundation Day celebration and
noted that, during their milestone
anniversary year, the order has been
highlighting 185 stories from School
Sisters.

Time to Order your
Advocate Publishing Corporation
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Twelve School Sisters of Notre Dame renewed their vows during
Academy of the Holy Angels’ Foundation Day.
within Haiti. “We were struck by
the unbelievable poverty,” she said
of her group’s first trip to Lagonav.
She added that they also appreciated
the beautiful, rugged terrain and the
openness of the children.
During the first trip to Lagonav, Sister Sharon and her team
discussed teaching techniques with
those in the island’s schools. On
their return trip, the group covered
methods of addressing students’
stress, anxiety, attention deficit/
hyperactivity and other cognitive,

social and emotional issues.
After Sister Sharon’s address,
the 12 School Sisters who were
present at the celebration renewed
their vows. Holy Angels Spanish
teacher Sister Carole Tabano as well
as Sister Henrice Eckert, who retired
after more than 70 in religious life,
could not attend the celebration. But,
when the students heard the sisters
were watching the livestream of the
event on Facebook, the Angels spontaneously turned toward the video
camera, waved and smiled.

2018-19 Directory & Almanac

The Directory and Almanac is the best reference tool
The Directory and Almanac contains:
• Complete updated listing of chancery office personnel, parishes, available for those who work within our local Church.
pastors, parochial vicars, religious, deacons, and lay staff.
Complete the order form and return it
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P.O. Box 9500,
Newark, NJ 07104-0500.
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Do you or a loved one
struggle on the stairs?
MENTION THIS AD FOR
THE PURCHASE OF A NEW
ACORN STAIRLIFT!

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:
and COPD
ü Arthritis
sufferers
with mobility
ü Those
issues
who struggles
ü Anyone
on the stairs

CALL US TOLL-FREE NOW

1-866-814-8563
*Terms and Conditions apply. Call for details. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB
198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT
ELV 0425003-R5.

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

The Family
amily Gourmet Feast

FREE

2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet
*Savings shown over aggregated

55586KAL | $199.91* separately

Combo Price

4999

$

single item base price. Limit 2
pkgs. Free gifts must ship with
#55586. Standard S&H will be
added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018
OCG 18M1531 Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-844-268-6313 and ask for 55586KAL
www.OmahaSteaks.com/excellent79

Photos courtesy of Margaret Henderson

A local chapter of the Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary
recently celebrated its 30th anniversary. Members of council/court
297 held a Mass at St. Mary, the Newark Abbey Church, and a
communion breakfast at the Archdiocesan Center. The organization, which was founded in 1909, is the largest historically AfricanAmerican Catholic lay organization in the United States. Six men
were initiated into the order during the Mass. Those in attendance
included Executive Director of the Knights Grant A. Jones, Area
Deputy Lady Margaret Henderson and Northern Area District
President David Quarles. At the communion breakfast, Father Emeka
Okwuosa, S.D.V., coordinator of the African-American, African and
Caribbean Apostolate, congratulated the order, council and court
for their support of community, chartable service and service to the
sick and disabled. The breakfast also featured guest speaker Sandra
Coles-Bell from the office of Cultural Diversity and Outreach in the
Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. Photo at top: Ladies of Peter
Claver Bishop Joseph A. Francis Court 297. Second photo: Knight
Chaplain Father Luke Edelen and Father Okwuosa (kneeling) with
the Knights of Peter Claver.
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Obituaries
Father Raul E. L. Comesanas
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Oct. 30 at the
Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in
Newark for Father
Raul E. L. Comesanas, 75, who died Oct. 23.
Born in Cuba, Father Comesanas
was ordained on June 19, 1977, and
served as pastor of St. Anthony of
Padua in Union City and St. Thomas
Aquinas in Newark. He worked with
both parishes as the director of the
Cubans in Exile refugee and pastoral
center, which provided private sector
volunteer support to those in need.
Father Comesanas’ assignments
in the archdiocese included: St.
Joseph of the Palisades, West New
York, parochial vicar; St. Paul of the
Cross, Jersey City, administrator; St.
Columba Parish, Newark, administrator; and Casa de la Caridad,
Union City, spiritual director.
Father Comesanas was the first
Cuban-American to run for the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1970,

and did missionary work in Kenya
and Venezuela. He was editor and
publisher of a number of Spanish
newspapers, a high school teacher
and a college professor.
His countless awards and acknowledgements included White
House invitations to presidential
inaugural activities, heritage conferences and receptions and State Department foreign policy briefings on
Cuban-related matters.
Submitted photo

Monsignor Francis J. Houghton
A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Nov. 7 at
Holy Trinity Parish in
Westfield for Msgr.
Francis J. Houghton,
93, who died Oct. 31.
Born and raised in Jersey City,
Msgr. Houghton attended Seton Hall
University, Immaculate Conception Seminary in Darlington and the
Theological College of the Catholic
University of America, earning his
licentiate in sacred theology.

500

$

Cruise & Tour

12 days from $1,749* $1,499*

per couple

Departs June - September, 2019
Enjoy a cruise & tour between
Seattle and Alaska including 7
nights aboard Holland America
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights
on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of
Alaska and the Inside Passage—
where you’ll pass glaciers, towering
mountains, and lush forests, with
stops in Ketchikan, Skagway and
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep
into Denali National Park, tour
Anchorage, and see the Alaska
Wildlife Conservation Center.
TM

Ordained in 1951, Msgr.
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel ParHoughton was first assigned to
ish in Ridgewood. Msgr. Houghton
Holy Trinity Parish, where he
returned to Holy Trinity Parish in
served for 10 years. While assis1989 and was pastor until his retiretant chancellor at the Archdiocesan
ment from active ministry in 1995.
Center
in Newark,
he continued
In his retirement, he continued
to
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serve as a weekend assistant at the
minister to parishioners at Sacred
parish for 15 years.
Heart in Haworth and St. Catharine
In 1976, he was appointed pastor in Spring Lake.
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SISTERS OF SAINT DOMINIC

Save

Grand Alaskan

Last month, a group of sisters from Religious Teachers Filippini
celebrated their Golden Jubilee (50 years of religious life)
at Villa Walsh, Morristown. From left to right: Sister Annette
Dantonio, M.P.F.; Sister Patricia Dunham, M.P.F.; Sister
Elizabeth Toft, M.P.F.; Sister Mary Elizabeth Lloyd, M.P.F.; and
Sister Joanne Manns, M.P.F.

Join us for
Days of Reflection on
l prayer
l scripture
l global issues
l stewardship

Promo code N7017

1-888-919-0351

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply.
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 11/30/18. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your
Travel Consultant for details.

See our web site for further
details on the wide range
of programs offered
1 Ryerson Avenue,, Caldwell, New Jersey

973.403.3331

Ext. 25

lumencenter@caldwellop.org
www.lumenctr.org
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Catholic Cemeteries Mass
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Photos courtesy of Catholic Cemeteries

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin,
C.Ss.R., celebrated the
annual Mass for Deceased
Archbishops, Bishops and
Priests Nov. 6 at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart.
Bishops, clergy, seminarians, bereavement facilitators,
members of the Knights of
Columbus, parishioners and
family members of departed
clergy attended the service.
Following Holy Communion,
the names of 15 archdiocesan
priests who died in the past
year were announced as family members or fellow clergy
carried a white rose for each
departed priest to the altar. The
memorial Mass is sponsored by
the Catholic Cemeteries of the
Archdiocese of Newark.
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Advocate photos-Melissa McNally

The Archdiocese of Newark celebrated the 26th
annual Mass for Law Enforcement Officers Nov. 8 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart. Cardinal
Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., was the main celebrant
and homilist. The Mass remembers the men and
women who serve in the often-dangerous profession
and honors, in particular, those who lost their lives in
the line of duty in the past year. Attendance by men
and women in law enforcement statewide has grown
every year since its inception. This year, some
1,500 representatives from federal, state, county
and municipal law enforcement departments and
agencies, as well as many public officials, attended.
This year’s Mass also honored those officers from
the Port Authority Police Department who perished
in and following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack.

Be Inspired. Be Informed.
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Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.,
is scheduled to appear at the
following upcoming events:

Official Appointments
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has announced the following appointments:
PASTOR
Monsignor Ronald J. Rozniak,
V.G., pastor of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Parish, Ridgewood, has
been granted an extension to his
pastorate, ending June 30, 2020.
ADMINISTRATORS
Reverend Mariusz G. Luksza
has been appointed administrator of
Holy Family Parish, Linden,
effective Dec. 1.
Very Reverend Ireneusz
Pierzchala, V.F., pastor of
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus
Parish, Linden, has been appointed
temporary administrator of Holy
Family Parish, Linden, effective Nov. 1.

Saturday, Nov. 17
5 p.m.
Feast of St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Mass
St. Elizabeth Parish, Wyckoff
Friday, Nov. 30
7:30 p.m.
“Longing for Light, We Wait in
Darkness” Prayer Service
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Thursday, Dec. 13
8 a.m.
Scholarship Fund for Inner-City
Children Christmas Breakfast
Academy of Our Lady of Grace,
Fairview

Very Reverend Michael J.
Sheehan, V.F., pastor of St. Peter
the Apostle Parish, River Edge,
has been appointed temporary
administrator of St. Andrew Parish,
Westwood, effective immediately.
DEAN
Reverend Carlo B.M.
Fortunio, pastor of Holy
Redeemer Parish, West New York,
has been appointed dean of Deanery
8, Hudson North,
effective immediately.
PAROCHIAL VICARS
Reverend Boniface Anusiem
has been appointed parochial vicar
of Epiphany Parish, Cliffside Park,
effective immediately.

6:30 p.m.
Annual Carol Sing and reception
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Saturday, Dec. 15
4:30 p.m.
Consecration of the Altar
SS. Joseph and Michael Parish,
Union City
Sunday, Dec. 16
Noon
90th Anniversary Mass
St. Michael Parish, Union
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Submitted photos

Reverend Pawel Dolinski,
S.D.S., has been appointed parochial
vicar of St. John Paul II Parish, Bayonne,
effective Oct. 1.
Reverend Tulasi Babu
Garapati, O.F.M. Cap., has been
appointed parochial vicar of St. Francis
of Assisi Parish, Hackensack,
effective immediately.
Reverend Shijomon Kurian,
C.R.M., has been appointed
parochial vicar of St. Joseph Parish,
Lodi, effective immediately.
Reverend Miroslaw Kusibab,
administrator of Holy Family Parish,
Linden, has been appointed parochial
vicar of St. Hedwig Parish, Elizabeth,
effective Nov. 1.
Reverend Joseph Lody has
been appointed parochial vicar of St.
Catherine of Siena Parish, Hillside,
effective Dec. 1.
Monsignor Marnell Mejia has
been appointed parochial vicar of
Our Lady of Victories Parish, Jersey
City, effective immediately
through Dec. 31, 2020.
Reverend Rafal Tomasz Smola,
parochial vicar of St. Hedwig Parish,
Elizabeth, has been appointed parochial
vicar of Our Lady Queen of Peace
Parish, Maywood, effective Nov. 1.
Reverend Jose Luis Soto,
M.D.R., has been appointed
parochial vicar of St. Joseph of the
Palisades Parish, West New York,
effective Oct. 1.

CONSULTORS
(The following priests have been
appointed consultors of the
Archdiocese of Newark for a fiveyear term, effective immediately.)
Reverend Joseph A. D’Amico
Reverend Joseph D. Girone
Monsignor Renato Grasselli
Reverend John R. Jo
Reverend Michael J. Readon,
S.D.V.
Reverend David D. Santos
Monsignor Timothy Shugrue
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
Reverend Juan Alfredo
Sanchez Leandro has been
appointed spiritual director of
the Redemptoris Mater House of
Formation, Kearny, effective Oct. 11.
CHAPLAIN
Reverend Francisco J.
Rodriguez, pastor of St. Francis de
Sales Parish, Lodi, has been appointed
chaplain of the Knights of Columbus
St. Michael Council #2861, Lodi,
effective immediately.
IN RESIDENCE
Reverend Robert S. Gajewski
has been appointed to residency
at Sacred Heart of Jesus, Irvington,
effective Oct. 15.

Reverend Joseph A. D’Amico,
pastor of Our Lady of the Lake
Parish in Verona, recently made
a unique discovery. On Oct. 29,
he was called to the Montrose
Avenue school building where contractors were working on repairs.
The additional school building was
completed in 1952 to better serve
the growing population. In the process of chipping away old brick and
mortar, the contractors discovered
a time capsule containing a letter
from a former pastor addressed to the
current pastor. The letter was dated
Oct. 29, 1951—exactly 67 years since
it was placed in the cornerstone of the
building. Information about the political
climate and the Dominican Sisters of
Caldwell, who taught at the school, were
also included.
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Shrine of St. Rita to host Healing Mass

PHILADELPHIA—The National Shrine of St. Rita of Cascia
is hosting a Healing Mass Nov.
18. The noon Mass in the upper
shrine will give the community an

opportunity to gather and pray for
St. Rita’s healing intercession. After
the homily, there will be an anointing with blessed oil. Each Mass is
followed by the recitation of the St.

Submitted photos

Rita novena prayers and reverencing of her relics.
The Healing Mass will be celebrated by Father Jack Deegan,
O.S.A., director of the Justice and
Peace Office for the Province of St.
Thomas of Villanova and founder
of Augustinian Defenders of the
Rights of the Poor (ADROP).
Located on Philadelphia’s main
thoroughfare just a mile from City
Hall, the National Shrine of St.
Rita refers to its patroness as “the
patron saint of impossible causes.”
The 14th century saint’s life was
filled with hardships. After her
husband was murdered by another
feuding family, she sought to bring
healing among people by fostering
discourse. St. Rita forgave the murderers, counseled her sons away
from seeking revenge and convinced two family heads to publicly sign a peace treaty. She became
an Augustinian nun and various
miracles are attributed to her intercession. She is often portrayed with
a bleeding wound on her forehead,
which is understood to indicate a
partial stigma.

Father Jack Deegan, O.S.A.
Recognizing the power of compassion and the strength of their
patroness, the immigrant Italian
community in Philadelphia began
building a church for St. Rita after
her canonization in 1900.
The National Shrine of St. Rita
promotes the virtues of its patroness: healing, peacemaking and reconciliation. Daily Masses, confessions and Adoration are open to all.
For more information, call Chesley
Turner at 215-546-8333 ext. 12, or
email cturner@saintritashrine.org.

The Shrine of St. Joseph
Presents

“Christmas Nativity Spectacular”

Specialists in:

PILGRIMAGES

In the Auditorium

Private Collection
from around the World
Live Nativity Procession on the afternoon of
Saturday December the 8th
Sale of Baked Goods
Live Christmas Music
Raffle of Nativity Sets

Gift
Shop
Open!

Saturday, December 8th 10:00am-4:00pm
Sunday, December 9th 9:00am-3:00pm
Free Admission
Donations Welcome
A Mission of the Missionary Servants
Of the Most Holy Trinity
1050 Long Hill Road Stirling NJ 07980
908-647-0208
stshrine.org
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The Following “Great Experiences” In Travel Are Available:

DESTINATIONS
HOLY LAND
GREECE
IRELAND
HOLY LAND

2019
Jan. 14·23

SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS
Fr. James Brown

Mar. 26-Ap. 5

Fr. John Gabriel

Sept. 16-25

Fr. James Manos

May 12-20

Fr. David Milliken

F�� A D������� B�������, P����� C������:

Great Experiences, Inc.

TELEPHONE: 201-825-3725
E-MAIL: anne@greatexperiencesnj.com
Great Experiences Specializes in Pilgrimages
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SHRINES
Make A Pilgrimage to

A Peaceful Oasis

in Philadelphia

Submitted photos

Nearly 70 priests gathered at the St. John Paul II Youth Retreat
Center in Kearny for the inaugural Priests Appreciation Luncheon
and Dinner on Oct. 16. Msgr. Thomas P. Nydegger, vicar general and
moderator of the curia, served as the keynote speaker (top photo).
Among the priests in attendance were Msgr. Timothy Shugrue
(bottom photo, left), pastor of St. Michael in Cranford, and St.
Michael’s parochial vicar Father Thomas Quinn. Held during Clergy
Appreciation Month, the event was sponsored by the Office for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry. “We wanted an opportunity to thank the
priests in our archdiocese for all they do day after day,” said Rich
Donovan, associate director of the Office for Youth and Young Adult
Ministry. The luncheon was such a success that the office plans to
make the gathering an annual event.

1166 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146
215.546.8333
www.SaintRitaShrine.org
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A ‘Night of Witness’ remembers today’s martyrs
Aid to the Church in Need, a papal charity of
the Catholic Church, will sponsor a “Night of Witness” to remember today’s Christian martyrs on
Nov. 28 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of

Children’s artwork in Homs, Syria.

the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.
The evening of prayer is part of the organization’s
“Courage in Red” initiative, a weeklong event (beginning Nov. 25) remembering today’s Christian
martyrs and standing with those still suffering for
faith.
The Brooklyn-based organization aims to
support the Catholic faithful and other Christians
where they are persecuted, oppressed or in pastoral need. Each year, Aid to the Church in Need
makes grants to help fund approximately 5,000
projects, including distribution of catechetical material and books, support for the training of seminarians and construction of church buildings.
The event at the National Shrine will feature
witnesses of the persecuted Church. Archbishop
Bashar Warda of the Archdiocese of Erbil, Iraq,
will share how he tends to the countless displaced
persons and refugees coming to him and the
Church for help. Sister Annie Demerjian, a nun
from the Community of Jesus and Mary, will tell
Photos courtesy of Aid to the Church in Need
her story of working with faithful in devastated
A child from Tartus, Syria, in prayer.
Aleppo, Syria, during the civil war. Bishop Oliver
Doeme from the Diocese of Maiduguri in Nigeria
on International Justice and Peace, will preside
will discuss his region that has suffered some of
over the event. Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apthe most extreme violence and destruction perpeostolic nuncio to the United States, will also be in
trated by terrorist group Boko Haram.
attendance.
LUMEN
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ADVOCATE_Layout
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EWTN will broadcast a “Night
of Witness”
For more
information, contact Edward
live. Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, chair of the
the organization’s director of outreach, at witU.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee
ness@churchinneed.org or call 718-609-0939.

Advertise in
The Catholic Advocate’s NEXT
Retreats & Shrines Section
January 23, 2019

for costs, sizes and deadline
CALL: MARGE
at (973) 497-4201
EMAIL: pearsoma@rcan.org

National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Plan a staff meeting, retreat or group pilgrimage on our peaceful
sixty-acre setting with outdoor Marian shrines, lake and picnic tables.

ourladyofmtcarmelshrine com / 845-343-1879
Director: Carol Bezak - cbezak@carmelites.com
70 Carmelite Drive / Middletown, NY 10940

MT-SPAD1015075258

Mass schedule: Mon - Fri at 11:30 am; Sun at noon;
First Sat at 10:00 am; Confession every Sat from 11:00 - noon
“Advent Night of Taize Prayer” - 12/10 at 7 pm
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RETREATS & Shrines

Join us for
Days of Reflection on
l prayer
l scripture
l global issues
l stewardship

See our web site for further
details on the wide range
of programs offered
1 Ryerson Avenue,, Caldwell, New Jersey

973.403.3331

Ext. 25

lumencenter@caldwellop.org
www.lumenctr.org
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St. Joseph sets ‘Sleep Out’ record in support of homeless teens
MONTVALE—Sleeping outside
in late October, equipped only with
a cardboard box, is not the most attractive proposition. It is, however, far better than the experience of
many homeless teens, who have to
sleep outside on a nightly basis.
One hundred seventy students
from St. Joseph Regional High
School, one-third of the student
body, got a first-hand taste of that
experience on Oct. 30, when they
spent the night in the school courtyard in solidarity with the homeless
teenagers of Covenant House.

and sleeping bags, went outside to
sleep in temperatures that fell below
freezing.
By 7 a.m., everyone was back
in the building with a long day of
school in front of them. “An important part of the experience is making
it through the next day’s classes,”
said St. Joseph’s Director of Campus
Ministry Joe LoGiudice. “If you
simply pack up your stuff and go
home to bed, it’s hard to say you’ve
shown much solidarity. The homeless need to get through their day no
matter how miserable the previous

Submitted photos

curred, saying, “Sometimes we
think the stuff we go through is so
hard, but a night like this makes
me realize how privileged I really
am. The whole experience was a
humbling one, and something I will
reflect on for the rest of my life.”
“In the end, the goal is to raise
awareness,” said John Asselta, who
has coordinated the Sleep Out at St.
Joseph Regional for seven years.
“I heard our students share how
touched they were by the homeless
teens they had just met, how sur-

Aside from gaining a greater
appreciation of the plight of those
without homes, the students also
raised more than $74,000 in support
of Covenant House and its programs. It was the seventh consecutive year that the North Jersey high
school has sponsored the Sleep Out,
and, over that span, their efforts
have raised more than $200,000 for
the cause.
The evening began shortly after
9:30 p.m., when everyone assembled
in the high school’s Inserra Theater
to meet three young men who got
themselves off the streets by putting
their trust in Covenant House. All
three were the victims of broken
families and parents who were unable to provide for them. Each of
them has earned his high school
diploma and is now on the road to
earning his college degree.
Students then broke into small
groups to discuss the stories they’d
been told. After a closing prayer,
the group, dressed in jackets and
outfitted only with cardboard boxes

night has been. They don’t get any
timeouts from being homeless.”
Despite the sacrifices involved,
participation in the program has
grown from year to year, with this
year’s turnout the largest of any high
school in the country. Fifty-seven
members of the Green Knights football team, along with Head Coach
Augie Hoffmann ‘99, were among
those who spent the night outside.
“We want our kids to recognize
how fortunate they are and how
quickly their fortunes can turn,”
said Coach Hoffmann. “We want
to raise some money and help kids
who don’t always have a place to lay
their heads at night.”
“The Sleep Out is something
everyone should do during their time
at St. Joseph’s to give back to those
who need our help to make it out of
their situation,” senior Gavin O’Sullivan said. “Although it was hard to
sleep outside for one night, we can
resume our lives afterwards. The
homeless don’t have that option.”
Classmate Jake Yoffee con-

prised they were by just how bright
and talented the Covenant House
residents were and how determined
they are to better themselves despite the circumstances they have
had to deal with. The fundraising
aspect of the event makes a real
difference today, of course, but
the understanding and appreciation our kids gain about the plight
of other kids, not so very different
from themselves, is an experience
that will make a difference for a
lifetime.”

Submitted photo

Mother Seton Regional High School’s volleyball team recently
participated in its second annual Dig Pink initiative. The event,
sponsored by The Side-Out Foundation, is a nationwide charity
with hundreds of teams across the country raising awareness and
funds for the treatment of metastatic breast cancer. The volleyball team from Mother Seton played Edison’s Wardlaw-Hartridge
School. Cancer survivors from the Rahway Cancer Center, as
well as alumnae and current student survivors were honored
at the end of the game. Lynn Mikolay, left, was at the forefront
of organizing the event. Her daughter Jenna Mikolay, right, is a
senior varsity volleyball player.
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EDUCATION OUTREACH

Catholic elementary schools reconnecting with alumni
By Andrea Koenig-Feldman

F

ifty-four elementary
schools of the Archdiocese of Newark have been
reconnecting with alumni
through the Catholic Alumni Partnership (CAP) project. Our alumni
have many gifts and talents and
CAP is designed to re-engage them
as active members of their school
community once again.
The project began in 2015 with
the collection of records. Graduates from 1950-1990 were collected
from each school. It was quite an
undertaking. The records were on
cardboard cards in filing cabinets.
Many were written in faded fountain pen and some had abbreviations
for towns or referred to sections of
a town that are no longer in use. Up
until the mid-1960s, there were no
zip codes. Adding to the challenge,
some records were unobtainable or

unusable due to many factors, such
as fading and illegibility, over-zealous spring cleaning, fires and even
natural disaster. Hurricane Sandy
destroyed thousands of records in
Hoboken alone. Despite the obstacles, more than 100,000 alumni
have been found.
So far, the CAP program has
been very successful. Our first mailing was in December 2015 and the
positive response was overwhelming. Alumni were surprised and
happy to be contacted. Through five
additional mailings and countless
emails and calls, we have reached
alumni all over the world. More
than $230,000 has been raised to
date, including two annual scholarships. All donations received go directly to the school. The archdiocese
supports this program so that our
schools can do what they do best—
teach as Jesus taught.
Alumni often feel very attached to their Catholic elementary

schools. Many say they realize the
foundation for their success in life
was due to the values, work ethic
and education instilled in them in
our schools. Many alumni have
shared their wonderful stories, and
we have received photos, letters,
copies of report cards and yearbook
pages and even a preserved napkin
for an eighth-grade graduation in
the ‘60s!
We have been able to add alumni to advisory boards and engage
them as volunteers. They have
spoken at career days and graduations and have been connected to
their school friends. It’s inspiring
to school staff to hear how alumni
are doing, and current students love
to learn about the lives of former
students.
If you attended a Catholic
school of the Archdiocese of Newark and have not heard from your
school, your record may be missing.
Our graduates are the foundation

Father Simon Says

TM

Weekday afternoons 2-3pm ET Join the conversation: (888) 914-9149

Join Father Richard T. Simon (aka “Reverend Know-It-All”) as he
delves into the daily Scripture readings, shares a Word of the Day,
and opens the phones to your questions about the Faith!
Prayer Line: 888-577-5443 | Donor/Listener Line: 877-291-0123 | www.relevantradio.com

Andrea Koenig-Feldman
of our legacy and without you our
community will not be complete.
Please contact alumni@rcanschools.
org or 973-497-4273 so your school
can reconnect with you.
Andrea Koenig-Feldman is the
development coordinator for the
Schools Office.
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St. Benedict’s Prep presented with IMPACT Award
RYE, N.Y.— St. Benedict’s
Preparatory School in Newark was
honored for helping continue the
education of students from a school
in Newburgh, New York. Headmaster Father Edwin D. Leahy, O.S.B.,
and the prep school community
were presented with the IMPACT
Award during the 2018 annual
scholarship Defying the Odds Dinner, which was held at the Westchester Country Club on Oct. 25
celebrating the success of the San
Miguel Academy of Newburgh.
Located in one of the most violent and poverty-stricken cities in
the country, San Miguel Academy
is a tuition-free, faith-based school
for boys in grades 5-8. The school’s
mission is to break the cycle of
poverty through education. By
working with middle school young
men, San Miguel strives to be a
steppingstone to high school and
college. To continue their mission,
the academy partners with high
schools, including St. Benedict’s.
Over the course of nine years, St.
Benedict’s has helped 17 students
gain success.

Photo courtesy of Simon Feldman

Father Edwin Leahy, O.S.B., holds the award alongside students and Father Mark Connell during the
Defying the Odds Dinner.
“Our IMPACT Awards recognize not just financial contributions, but those of service and time
because that is what it takes to keep
us alive,” explained Father Mark
Connell, founder and executive

director of the academy. “Without their selfless work, and that of
so many others, all of these young
men would not be defying the odds
stacked against them.”
Father Connell thanked Father

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR LIFE!

Leahy and the school community for being so supportive over the
years and understanding the need
for keeping the boys in a safe place
while allowing them to gain an education.

Awesome Oranges!
Petite Navel
Oranges
Tangerines

Petite Red
Navels
Navel
Oranges

CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE!

4 favorite varieties

1-855-848-3612

delicious oranges

20 fresh from the Grove

Promo Number: 285

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat:
8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST.

15

Off Entire
LeafFilter®
Purchase

0

+

*

Special limited
time offer!

SAVE $18!
Reg. Price $37.99

4 unique varieties. 20 delicious oranges!

%

Call 1-844-383-2951 to order item 494X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/N19421

Financing*

PLUS ADDITIONAL SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Order Item #494X, mention Code H9VH-N215 for your $18 savings.

Only $19.99* (reg. $37.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift
LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Promo Number: 285

$1999

WOW! Handpicked fresh from the grove!

LIMITED TIME OFFER

%

ONLY

ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2018 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.

*Contact us for additional details

CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338
License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946
License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17
Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229
Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804
Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

Since 1947.
Hale Groves, Vero
Beach, FL 32966

IC: H9VH-N215

Call now and

SAVE 47%!
*Plus $5.99 handling to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time offer, good while
supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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HELP WANTED
ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
J.S. Paluch - National Publisher of Church
Bulletins is hiring Advertising Sales Executives
to work in Hudson County, NJ.

We offer full and part time positions, uncapped
commissions, expense allowance & beneﬁts for
full time employees, including Blue Cross/Blue
Shield Insurance.
www.jspaluch.com/JobListing.aspx
Send resume, Recruiting @jspaluch.com

ART MUSEUM
THE AFRICAN ART MUSEUM
OF THE SMA FATHERS

This garden dedicated
to our Blessed Mother is
behind the main Several
Sources Shelter.

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER –
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual,
willing to serve God through those we help. Our “baby-saving”
work was featured in the award winning 2014 feature film
Gimme Shelter. Salary $23,660, generous vacation. Driver’s
license required. For job description, REPLY TO: email
susanharperlloyd@aol.com, call 201-819-4699.
Visit our website www.severalsources.net.

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

ANNOUNCEMENT

Immaculate Conception
Cemetery and Mausoleum

COURAGE

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

~a bridge between cultures~

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

HEALTHCARE

(All calls confidential)

SENIOR CARE AT HOME

K

FUNERAL HOME

Joseph Z.Konopka
Funeral Home LLC

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Serving all
communities
for 65 years

Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing
homes or assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides
live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI
since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are ﬂuent in English with great references for
satisfaction guaranteed.

For our personalized placement services call

Karen at (908)377-9375

An archdiocesan
sponsored spiritual
support group for
persons experiencing
same-sex attractions
who desire to lead a
chaste life in accord
with Catholic
teaching on
homosexuality.
For information,
call 201-220-3968

RETREATS

A place of rest, illumination,
peace, and closeness to God

www.loyola.org
973-539-0740

(201) 865-0923
Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any
and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct
by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff
of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform
the archdiocese immediately so that we may take
appropriate action to protect others and provide
support to victims of sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of
sexual misconduct may do so by calling the

Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth
Protection at (201) 407-3256.

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare
for your loved ones at low cost? Let us take
the frustration out of finding the right person.
We are just a phone call away.
2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308
Union, New Jersey 07083
care.assist.nj@gmail.com

Cell: (908) 209-5440
careassistonline.com
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Come see the students. Come see your
generosity and compassion at work.

Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark Proudly Sponsors its Annual

Please join us in providing non-perishable
food items that will be distributed to local
food pantries to help feed those who are less
fortunate in our Archdiocese.
Donations may be dropped off during
business hours in the offices of all
Archdiocesan mausoleums
now through January 6, 2019.
For cemetery locations, visit ww.rcancem.org.

Donate Online 

Financial donations are welcome
www.rcancem.org/donate

Feeding the hungry is one of the most basic acts of loving kindness and is one of the
seven Corporal Works of Mercy. (Other Corporal Works of Mercy include clothing the
naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick, and burial of the dead. )
Donating food or funds on behalf of a departed loved one is a wonderful gift
that truly honors their memory in a tangible way.
Keep Christ in Christmas. Help feed the hungry.

www.CatholicJourney.org
866-PRE-PLAN (773-7526)

A Ministry of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
For Our Catholic Community

