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For more photos from the Black  
History Month Mass, turn to page 17.

By Melissa McNally and Esmeralda 
Cameron

Joyous African music filled the Ca-
thedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
in Newark on Feb. 2 as faithful from 
across the archdiocese celebrated 

Mass in honor of Black History Month. 
In his homily, Cardinal Joseph W. To-

bin, C.Ss.R., discussed the origins of Black 
History Month, which began as Negro 
History Week in 1926. The cardinal quot-
ed President Gerald R. Ford, who, in 1976, 
urged Americans to “seize the opportunity 
to honor the too-often neglected accom-
plishments of black Americans” in our 
nation’s history. “In other words, for our 
country to see what it hadn’t seen before,” 
Cardinal Tobin added.

The Mass coincided with the feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord. “I think it’s a 
wonderful coincidence,” the cardinal not-
ed. “In this instance, we recognize the cer-
tainty of the fulfillment of everyone’s hope 
in Jesus. By a promise that is made and ful-
filled not simply to the chosen people of 
Israel but that Jesus is a light and revela-
tion to all nations.”

The African American, African and 
Caribbean Apostolate organized the event, 
which included music and choirs from 
across the African diaspora. “It’s great to 
bring us all together in a unified way cel-
ebrating who we are, our differences, our 
different cultures but knowing we are still 
one under God and our faith brings us to-
gether,” said Sonja Garlin, a member of the 
apostolate. 

With seven black Catholics on the 
path to sainthood, Father Emeka Okwu-
osa, S.D.V., coordinator of the apostolate, 
said he believes that seeing diverse saints 
is important for all Catholics. “As we learn 
about the holiness of these black Catho-
lics, let us remember that sainthood is not 
a call for the privileged few or for those of 

a certain station, rather, it is the call for 
all human beings. Let this Black History 
Mass be a reminder that we are all called 
to be saints,” he explained.

One of those black Catholics is Bless-
ed Cyprian Michael Iwene Tansi. Ogoo 
Anukwu, a parishioner and usher at the 
Cathedral Basilica, is the great-niece of 
Blessed Tansi. “He is my father’s uncle,” 
she said. 

Born in Nigeria in 1903, Blessed Tan-
si converted to Christianity at a young age 
and became a teacher and priest. After 
years of ministering in his home country, 

he joined an order of Trappist monks in 
England. He died in 1964 after a brief ill-
ness.

“My father was the chairman of ex-
huming his body from his burial site in 
Lancaster, England, to be brought back to 
Nigeria, where he was declared Blessed by 
Pope John Paul II in 1998,” Anukwu ex-
plained.

She was only two and half weeks old 
when Blessed Tansi died. “My family 
members always refer to him as an honest 
man—very spiritual, a lover of the poor, 
sick and dying; a model of humility and, 

most of all, great lover of Jesus and Blessed 
Mary,” said Anukwu.

Although she never had the opportuni-
ty to meet the potential saint, she admitted 
he has had an effect on her spiritual life. 
“The impact my great uncle placed on my 
faith is to believe that it pays to lead a life 
of holiness and to love other human be-
ings as yourself,” she said.

Advocate photo-Kelly Marsicano
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Unity in diversity
REJOICE IN THE LORD

Our archdiocese is incredibly diverse. In our four counties, we have some 
of the wealthiest people in the country. We also have some of the poor-
est. Every weekend, we celebrate Mass in more than two dozen different 
languages. We are rich in our cultural diversity while we share a univer-
sal love for our families, for our faith and for our freedom and dignity 

as women and men created in God’s image.
I believe our differences should enrich our local Church, not divide it. This in-

cludes our understanding and practice of Church teaching.
Respectful dialogue and disagreement are healthy. As long as our mutual goal is to 

discern the truth and discover God’s will for us, it’s okay to be on different sides of de-
bates about Church teachings and practices and the controversial political, social and 
economic issues facing our local communities, our country and our world. I welcome 
and encourage frank discussion about things that matter. Let’s all speak the truth in 
love to each other and, in the process, let’s be people committed to building up, not 
tearing down, the Church we love.

Like Pope Benedict before him, Pope Francis has argued that the Gospel should 
never be reduced to a set of rules and regulations. We are, first and foremost, witness-
es to an encounter with the person of Jesus Christ. Through Him, we are transformed 
from people enslaved by sin and death to free men and women called to love God and 
one another and, so, experience the fullness of Gospel joy.

As a Catholic community, we welcome newcomers, including people who choose 
to join our Church through participation in the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) and those who come to us from different countries and cultures with  
diverse customs, devotions and points of view on Church life. Here in New Jersey, we 
clearly are an immigrant Church—both because of our history and because of our 
current reality—and we stand solidly with those who are new to our community be-
cause we recognize their dignity and their fundamental human rights as members of 
God’s family.

Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer,

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

My prayer for you
Let’s pray with Jesus: “I pray not only for them but also for 

those who will believe in me through their word, so that they 
may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me.” 
(Jn 17:20-21)  May we celebrate our unity in our diversity. May 
we be one always as Jesus and His Father are one in the Holy 
Spirit.

Only the Spirit can awaken diversity, plurality and multiplicity while, at the same 
time, building unity. When we are the ones who try to create diversity and close 
ourselves up in what makes us different and unique, we bring division. On the other 
hand, when we are the ones who want to build unity in accordance with our human 
plans, we end up creating uniformity, standardization.

It’s true the Holy Spirit can appear to create disorder in the Church by bringing such 
different gifts to its members, but when everyone allows themselves to be guided 
by the Spirit, they learn to treasure variety rather than letting it become a source of 
conflict. (Homily for the Solemnity of Pentecost 2019)

A message from Pope Francis: Words of challenge and hope
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Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
shares feedback with cardinal
By Jai Agnish
Communications Manager

“Priceless” was the word Cardinal Jo-
seph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., used to describe the 
parish-level feedback he received during 
the January meeting of the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council.

Communication, church security and 
implementation of the new archdiocesan 
vision, Forward in Faith Together: Our 
Road Ahead, were discussed between more 
than a dozen lay parish representatives and 
archdiocesan leaders on a snowy Saturday 
morning. Also in focus was the Hispanic 
ministry, the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal 
and the Healing Our Church small group 
parish sessions. 

The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council is 
comprised of laity from around the arch-
diocese and includes representatives from 
the Korean, Hispanic, Filipino and African 
American communities. It is essentially a 
brain trust for the cardinal to learn about 
what is happening at the parish level, said 
Sister Donna L. Ciangio, O.P., the chancel-
lor of the archdiocese, who heads the group. 

“The feedback you just gave me is ab-
solutely valuable,” Cardinal Tobin told the 
group during the meeting. “If you didn’t 
think it was worth getting out of bed this 
morning, I think it was worth it.” 

A number of parish representatives gave 
feedback on Forward in Faith Together: 
Our Road Ahead, which was first intro-
duced in April 2019. 

In recent months, the vision and related 
resources have been shared with all in the 
archdiocese. Many parishes and chancery 
ministries are already implementing as-
pects of Forward in Faith Together.

“The night you visited was like a night of 
hope,” Sonja Garlin told the cardinal of his 
presentation at Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
in Jersey City. “Those who were there were 
ready, and they were excited, and you could 
hear the buzz in the room.”

Presy Lorenzo, also a parishioner at Our 
Lady of Mercy, said her parish was heavi-
ly influenced by Forward in Faith Together 
when they prepared their annual report for 
the last fiscal year. 

“We are really looking at each of the 
pillars, especially Engagement of the Laity, 
and we’re trying to find out how we can ap-
ply those to the ministries that we currently 
have,” Lorenzo said. 

Cardinal Tobin said he walked away 
from the October parish presentations with 
some new ideas, “but also with a sense that 
people are eager to work together not sim-
ply as a parish but with a wider connection 
with the archdiocese.”

He noted that archdiocesan depart-
ments, such as Catechetical, Schools and 
Cemeteries, have already begun to imple-
ment the principals of the Forward in Faith 
Together vision into their work. 

“Some of the departments have taken it 
quite seriously and they’re rather enthusi-
astic about what they’re doing,” the cardi-
nal said. “The metaphor of a column or a 

foundation was 
important. It’s not 
the finished prod-
uct. Our mission, 
which is the mis-
sion of God in re-
deeming human-
kind, really never 
finishes.”

Sister Don-
na shared a draft 

of the new Pastoral Planning Guide at the 
meeting. It is a comprehensive workbook 
that enables pastors, parish staff, key lay 
leaders and parish pastoral councils to take 
specific steps to implement Forward in 
Faith Together and engage the faithful in 
Christ-centered planning.

“I’m very excited about this,” Sister Don-
na said as she shared the booklet. “My hope 
is that it will be a user-friendly resource for 
parishes. The planning guide can assist pas-
tors with their councils and ministries to 
assess what they are already doing, build 
their ministries and move forward accord-
ing to their own achievable pastoral plan.”

The workbook was developed by Sister 
Donna and the New Energies Office in col-
laboration with the Catechetical and other 
archdiocesan offices, parish staff members 
and pastors. It includes Scripture, prayer 
and faith sharing, sample meeting agendas, 
discussion questions and goal setting tem-
plates to aid in pastoral planning. Train-
ing for parish staffs and councils is being 
planned.

Father Timothy Graff, director of So-
cial Concerns, gave an update on the part-
nership between RENEW International 
and the archdiocese. Close to 40 parishes 
have signed up for RENEW’S most recent 
process, Healing Our Church/Sanando 
Nuestra Iglesia. The process, built around 
six-sessions and the small-group commu-
nity model, helps Catholic laity address the 
twin crises of clergy sexual abuse and the 
cover-up by Church leaders.

Deacon Asterio Velasco, coordinator 
for the Hispanic Ministry, discussed some 
of the Hispanic ministries in the archdio-
cese, where there are 82 parishes with a full 
ministry in Spanish. He also gave an update 
on the Encuentro process that first began 
in 1972. Deacon Velasco said 160 dioceses 
and 3,000 delegates participated in the fifth 
Encuentro in Texas two years ago. The En-
cuentro is the core of the Hispanic activities 
and ministry in the United States. 

“The main objective is to call Catho-
lic leaders to become authentic and joyful 
missionary disciples,” Deacon Velasco said. 
The Encuentro process winds down later 
this year after nearly 50 years.

Also discussed at the council meeting 
was parish security. Msgr. Thomas P. Ny-
degger, the vicar general and moderator of 
the Curia, said an archdiocesan task force  
is being formed to enhance parish safety. 
Pastors and parish administrators were re-
cently advised to discuss best practices in 
their community with local law enforce-
ment, he said.

With the Professional Roof4Roof Team, 
your 4Ever Roof System will keep you 
safe and secure for decades.
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Schools taking precautions  
in light of coronavirus

In response to the coronavirus outbreak, the Schools Office of the Archdiocese 
of Newark is taking precautions to ensure students’ safety. In a memo sent to 
Catholic school presidents and principals, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mar-

garet Dames has asked officials to not allow those who are not yet in the country, 
and coming from China, to enter archdiocesan schools at this time; to monitor the 
symptoms of those who are already here and in the classroom who have traveled 
over the winter/Christmas break; and not to arrange large group activities and/or 
gatherings with students who have recently traveled to China. It was also recom-
mended that school officials advise current students not to travel for the Chinese 
New Year. If they did travel, students will be temporarily suspended from re-enter-
ing archdiocesan schools until further notice.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), if  you 
traveled to China in the last 14 days and feel sick with fever, cough or difficulty 
breathing, you should:

Seek medical care right away. Before you go to a doctor’s office or emergency 
room, call ahead and tell them about your recent travel and your symptoms. 
Avoid contact with others.
Do not travel while sick.
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 
coughing or sneezing.
Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an  
alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available.

More information can be found at https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/ 
warning/novel-coronavirus-wuhan-china.

-

-
-
-

-

Submitted photo
Carlos and Jeannette Valentin

Newark residents Jeannette and Carlos 
Valentin personally experienced the re-
cent earthquakes that shook Puerto Rico 
and continue to impact the Caribbean is-
land.

The couple are parishioners of the Ca-
thedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, where 
they were married Nov. 17, 2018. They 
described the experience as a test of both 
their marriage and their faith. 

Carlos described being suddenly wo-
ken up on Jan. 7 around 4 a.m. to a 6.5 
earthquake. Immediately, his experience 
as a 24-year veteran with the Newark 
Fire Department kicked into gear and he 
rushed to wake his wife and his parents, 
instructing them to evacuate the house 
and head for safety. 

 “I can usually sleep through anything 
and didn’t feel anything until my husband 
woke me up,” Jeannette recalled. “Then, I 
felt the house and everything around me 
shaking. I never saw so much fear on my 
husband’s face, and I still get very emo-
tional just thinking about it.”

Carlos said he knew they had to evac-
uate his parents’ home because, like many 
of the homes constructed on the island, it 
was partially built on flat land and rested 
on columns. The house is a quarter of a 
mile away from Pico de Piedras Beach.

“I wanted to make sure everyone was 
safe. It was such a shock to everyone,” Car-
los explained. “People living in the neigh-
borhood came outside with flashlights. 
You could hear them yelling in the streets 
checking up on each other.”

After the first earthquake, Carlos re-

called that everyone waited outside and af-
ter about 90 minutes decided it was safe to 
return to their homes. Then around 7 a.m. 
there was another large earthquake with a 
magnitude of 5.8.

After the second earthquake, the cou-
ple described a continuous roar of cars 
speeding past the house. Carlos’ father ex-
plained to him that people who lived in 
homes along the beach were trying to get 
to higher ground. It was then the veteran 
firefighter realized his parents’ home was 
in a tsunami danger area. Fear among the 
islanders continued to grow as everyone 
braced for another natural disaster.

As a result of those two earthquakes, 
the entire island lost power for three days. 
Fortunately, Carlos said his father had pre-
pared as best he could after experiencing 
Hurricane Maria and had necessary sup-
plies—flashlights, batteries, bottled water, 
some canned food, a generator and a solar 
powered radio.  

On Jan. 11, a 5.9 aftershock struck 
the island that damaged many histori-
cal buildings in the city of Ponce. “When 
you stand, you don’t feel the tremors, but 
you do when you are sitting,” Jeannette de-
scribed. “It feels like a wave moving un-
derneath you, and you realize you have no 
control.”

Tremors occurred when they went to 
Sunday Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Par-
ish in Aguada during their stay on the is-
land. Jeannette recalled people ran out 
of the church when they felt the ground 
shake. Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi 
are continuing to collect donations of food 
and bring other relief efforts to the parts 
of the island hit hardest by the earthquake. 

Jeannette explained that her faith 

helped her through the chaos. “Regard-
less of what happened, we always prayed 
the rosary every night. When we didn’t 
have power, we prayed the rosary by can-
dlelight. We knew we would be protected 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. We prayed a 
lot for others, especially those who didn’t 
have faith during this time,” she said.  

The traumatic experience drew the 
couple closer together. “I am grateful I was 
there with my wife, and I learned that faith 

is so important during times of crisis,” 
Carlos admitted.

“I am proud how compassionate my 
husband was to help others make sure 
people were safe. I really saw the firefight-
er in him when he took charge during the 
earthquake,” Jeannette recalled. “This ex-
perience has strengthened our faith in 
each other and in God because we felt un-
der His protection throughout this entire 
time.” 

Photo courtesy of St . Francis of Assisi Parish
St . Francis of Assisi Parish in Aguada, Puerto Rico, collected supplies for earth-
quake relief efforts .

Local couple share experience 
during Puerto Rico earthquakes
By Esmeralda Cameron
Public Relations Manager
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What is an annulment?
By Father Carmine Rizzi

When most people encounter the 
Church’s law—formally called 
canon law—it is usually con-

nected to the process for a declaration of 
nullity from a marriage, which is popu-
larly called an annulment. The Church 
grants a declaration of nullity, declaring 
that, despite the outward appearance of a 
marriage, no marriage came into existence 
because of a defect in the consent that was 
given.

Marriage enjoys the favor of the law, 
which means that once a marriage has 
been celebrated, it is presumed valid. 
This includes marriages entered into by 
non-Catholics and marriages performed 
by a town official because marriage is first 
a natural institution, and then an institu-
tion raised by Christ to the dignity of a sac-
rament. The couple went in front of their 
family and friends and solemnized their 
commitment by the exchange of consent. 
It is presumed that after this exchange of 
consent, a valid marriage arose, unless the 
contrary can be proven.  

When a case for a declaration of nul-
lity is introduced to an ecclesiastical tri-
bunal, it is a form of ecclesiastical trial, 
and what is on trial is the validity of the  
marriage.  To prove that the marriage did 
not come into existence, despite the ex-
change of consent and the formalities, is 
the task of the petitioner—the one who 

introduces the cause. Witnesses are called 
and asked to testify, as in a civil trial, in or-
der to build a case for the invalidity of the 
marriage.  

Once all the evidence has been collect-
ed, it falls to the duly appointed judge to 
render a decision if the minimum standard 
for marriage to arise has been met. If this 
minimum standard has been met, then 
the validity of the marriage is upheld. If, 
however, the minimum standard has not 
been met, and the judge has reached the le-
gal standard of “moral certitude” (akin to 
“beyond a reasonable doubt” required for 
civil trials), then the marriage can be de-
clared null. In the event that the marriage 
is declared null, both parties are free to 
enter into a new marriage in the Catholic 
Church.  

 Some petitioners hesitate to introduce 
a case for marriage nullity because they 
fear if their marriage is declared null any 
children produced from the marriage will 
be illegitimate. This is a misconception and 
categorically not true. Children born of a 
marriage later declared null were born of 
a marriage that was presumed to be valid 
and are legitimate. Legitimacy has to do 
with the ability to inherit in civil law, which 
in general does not pertain to canon law.  

A declaration of nullity, in the United 
States, granted by an ecclesiastical tribu-
nal does not have civil effects. It is only in 
countries that have entered into a concor-
dat—a bilateral agreement—with the Holy 

See where a declaration of nullity can have 
civil effects. And it is for this reason that 
the procedural law that governs marriage 
nullity trials must meet the requirements 
of justice accepted by the international le-
gal community, including the right of de-
fense. 

Declarations of nullity are granted by 
ecclesiastical tribunals because history 
and experience has taught the Church that 
marriage, as taught by the natural law or as 

taught by sacramental theology, is not al-
ways understood, and while parties may 
enter marriage in good faith, a defect in 
consent may also accompany them.

Father Carmine Rizzi was ordained 
a priest for the Archdiocese of Newark in 
2013. He completed his Licentiate of Can-
on Law degree from The Catholic University 
of America in 2018, and currently serves as 
the defender of the bond for the Metropoli-
tan Tribunal.

New procedure for processing 
marriage nullity cases

The new judicial vicar of the Archdiocese of Newark, Father Raphael J. Lee, J.C.L., 
has prepared a way to restructure the Metropolitan Tribunal in order to resolve the 
delay in processing marriage nullity cases.

The new procedure, which took effect Feb. 1, requires the following changes:
1.     New petition form:

All petitioners are required to submit their cases using the new form, which is 
available on the Tribunal website, www.rcan.org/tribunal. Any petition using the 
old form will be returned to be resubmitted.  

2.     Understanding the Marriage Nullity Cases booklet:
Very often, a petitioner does not understand the process they will follow to exam-
ine the possible nullity of their marriage. Although it will be impossible to fully 
explain all the details of the process, this booklet guides the petitioner through 
the challenges or questions they may encounter. This booklet is also available on 
the Tribunal website.  

3.     Case assessor:
In order to effectively manage the new petitions in the archdiocese, a new posi-
tion has been created. A case assessor will help the petitioners to prepare the ini-
tial documents to begin their case. He/she will assist the petitioner to submit the 
formal complaint (Libellus) to the Tribunal to have their case adjudicated. The 
current judges of the Tribunal have graciously accepted this role. All petitions for 
marriage nullity must now be processed through an officially appointed case as-
sessor with the signatures of both the petitioner and the case assessor.  
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Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/ca

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Carla” was saved from abortion and born 
on 9/26/19. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters 
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant 
women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent  
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Advocate photos-Matt Beardsley and Kelly Marsicano
Hundreds of thousands of people descended on the National Mall in Washington, D .C ., on Jan . 24 for the 47th 
annual March for Life . The event began with a rally, where pro-life demonstrators heard from several speakers, 
including President Donald Trump—the first sitting president to attend the event in person . After the rally, the 
crowd marched down Constitution Avenue and ended at the steps of the Supreme Court building . The March 
for Life marks the anniversary of Roe v . Wade . During a Pro-Life Mass held on Jan . 19 at the Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart in Newark, Cardinal Joseph W . Tobin, C .Ss .R ., above right photo, reflected on the dark-
ness that court decision has created, but said there is hope . “Lord, Jesus, Lamb of God, you are the light of 
the world . No darkness can overcome you,” the cardinal said in his homily . “So, use us to lift the darkness that 
blankets our country . Attune our ears to the cries of the little ones, the unborn, the impaired, the foreigners, 
the elderly, the forgotten . Make us witnesses to the Lamb of God . Make us witnesses to the light of the world .” 

Target  your local message to our 200+ Catholic 
parishes, schools and homes throughout  

Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union counties . 
ADVERTISE in an upcoming issue of  
NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC magazine .

Contact Marge McCue, 
your representative to get started .

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org
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A Lenten lesson in almsgiving produces great fruit
By Esmeralda Cameron
Public Relations Manager 

About 200 students from St. Mary’s 
youth group and religious educa-
tion program greeted Bishop Man-

uel A. Cruz during his visit to the Plainfield 
parish, where they presented him with a 
check donation in the amount of $7,430. 

According to Father Manoel Olivei-
ra, who serves as the pastor of St. Mary’s, 
each of the 1,112 students who registered 
last year for the parish’s religious education 
program were encouraged to participate in 
its annual Lenten stewardship project to 
learn about the fruits of almsgiving. Two 
weeks before the start of Lent, each student 
was given one envelope and encouraged 
to save a quarter a day for 40 days, which 
comes out to $10.  

“We were very surprised when nearly 
750 students actually returned their enve-
lopes filled with quarters,” Father Oliveira 
said. “We are so proud of the students, and 
it was wonderful that Bishop Cruz was able 
to personally thank them and accept their 
end-of-year gift to support the 2019 Annu-
al Appeal.”

“I was deeply moved by the gesture of 
the children of St. Mary’s Parish,” added 
Ivan Arocho, the executive director of the 
Office of Development and Stewardship at 
the Archdiocese of Newark. “Clearly, for-
mation in Catholic discipleship, steward-

ship and leadership is taking place thanks 
to their innovative approach to religious 
education.”

Arocho continued, “Seeing the young 
members of this parish gathered in prayer 
with Bishop Cruz, I couldn’t help but think 
of the passage in the Acts of the Apostles 
where the young faith community of Jeru-
salem, the very first Christians, presented 
their offering for the needs of the Church 
to the apostles. (Acts 4:34-35) The future 
of the Church, the parish of St. Mary’s and 
this archdiocese is bright.”

During the program, which was held 
Jan. 17, former religious education teach-
ers Christopher Muz and Karly Almanzar, 
both 19 years old, addressed the group of 
students about the importance of Catholic 
religious education and encouraged them 
to remain active with their parish and con-
tinue to learn about their faith. 

“My religious education has had a pos-
itive impact in my life,” Muz said. “Knowl-
edge of my faith has helped me overcome 
so many obstacles, and I realize how im-
portant it is to guide others to grow closer 
to God.” 

“Being active with my parish’s youth 
group gave me a greater understanding 
of my faith,” said Almanzar. “Whenever 
I need to discern life decisions, I get my 
strength from praying the rosary and Eu-
charistic Adoration. The four walls of the 
church throughout my childhood and 

teenage years became my safe place. I 
know in the future when I get married and 
have my own family that the Church will 
always be there for me.”  

Almanzar also congratulated the stu-
dents for the money they raised. “I’m im-
pressed by their charitable spirit. Instead of 
using their quarters to buy candy, videog-
ames or something else, they are giving a 
great gift to the Church.”

Bishop Cruz echoed those sentiments. 
“What an experience of faith and gratitude 
to see a community gathering on a Friday 
night with so many young men and wom-
en who, by their generosity and persever-
ance, raised this money to support our An-

nual Appeal. On behalf of the cardinal and 
the entire Archdiocese of Newark, I want 
to thank you for being shining examples of 
what it means to be a faithful steward of the 
Lord.”  

St. Mary’s currently has more than 
1,000 students signed up for its 2020 reli-
gious education program. Father Oliveira 
said he is excited to see how they will re-
spond to the annual Lenten project. “Our 
parish is so blessed to have so many young 
people who want to follow the way of 
Christ,” he stated. “As we prepare for an-
other Lenten season, we pray that all our 
students will continue to honor God with 
their time, gifts and talents.”

Advocate photo-Jonathan Azzara

Invites Elementary and Middle School students
to compete in the 

10th Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Art Contest

and High School students 
to compete in the 

10th Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Essay Contest

Learn More:
newarkparade.com/students

85
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK AND IMMIGRATION
The Korean migration 
By Msgr. Robert J. Wister

Msgr. Robert J. Wister recently published a series of essays about 
the history of immigration in the Archdiocese of Newark on Seton 
Hall University’s blog. The Catholic Advocate will be reprinting 
excerpts of his work in upcoming issues. For the complete text, visit 
http://blogs.shu.edu/archdiocese-immigration. 

With Japan’s occupation of 
Korea in 1910 and the im-
plementation of more re-
strictive United States im-

migration laws, very few Koreans came to 
America in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury. Apparently, hardly any came to New 
Jersey. In its 1920 report, the U.S. Census 
Bureau reported there was only one Kore-
an living in New Jersey. 

The Immigration Act of 1924 estab-
lished the National Origins Quota System. 
It severely curtailed immigration from 
eastern and southern European countries, 
thereby excluding most Catholics and 
Jews. Building on the Chinese Exclusion 
Act of 1882 and other biased anti-Asian 
legislation, it completely abolished im-
migration from 39 Asian countries. Al-
though no specific census category exist-
ed for Koreans until the 1970 census, the 
1930 and 1940 census reported 12 Kore-
ans living in New Jersey.

In 1960, various sources estimated 
there were about 11,000 Korean immi-
grants in the United States. On the heels of 
the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 
1960s, immigration policy changed drasti-
cally. With the passage of the Immigration 
Reform Act of 1965, Koreans began to im-
migrate to the United States in significant 
numbers. The Korean population in New 
Jersey went from negligible in 1965 to al-
most 40,000 25 years later and more than 
doubled again by 2010.

Locally, as the Korean immigration 
continued into the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries, most Koreans settled in Bergen 
County, particularly in the southern part, 
and others scattered throughout northern 
New Jersey. Only Los Angeles and Orange 
counties in California and Queens Coun-

ty in New York have a larger Korean pop-
ulation than Bergen County. In the 2010 
census, Bergen County had the highest 
Korean percentage of the population (6.43 
percent) than any other county in the 
United States. 

Unlike the European immigration ex-
perience in the early 1900s, native cler-
gy did not accompany the Korean immi-
grants in the late 20th century. The Korean 
bishops did not initiate a pastoral plan for 
the care of their people in the diaspora 
because of their own growing pains back 
home. Many dioceses in Korea focused on 
nurturing Korean vocations in the hopes 
of replacing foreign missioners to meet the 
needs of the growing Catholic population 
in Korea.

ST. ANDREW KIM, MAPLEWOOD
The beginnings of these Korean im-

migrant communities in the 1970s and 
1980s possessed several common traits. 
They first gathered into small groups, 
then formed lay leaders, and finally in-

vited priestly leadership. This lay initia-
tive among Koreans in the United States 
mirrors the origins of the Korean Catholic 
community in the 18th century. This com-
munity was initially based on exclusively 
lay evangelization.

In New Jersey, the pattern of the pasto-
ral care of the Korean community is large-
ly the result of the long ministry of Msgr. 
Augustine Park. Ordained in 1961, Msgr. 
Park had studied at Seoul Catholic Uni-
versity, the Missions Étrangères in Paris 
and the Collegio San Pietro in Rome. Un-
der his leadership, the Korean immigrant 
community became a national parish 

within the archdiocesan structure. They 
rapidly spread to other parts of the archdi-
ocese, forming a variety of parochial con-
figurations.

The 1970 census records 2,349 Ko-
reans in New Jersey, perhaps 300 to 400 
of them Catholic. In the early 1970s, the 
newly arrived Korean Catholics formed a 
community center under the direction of 
Msgr. Park. At this time, their rather small  
number was scattered. Msgr. Park had 
come to the United States for further  
academic studies. Seeing the pastoral 
need, he quickly began to minister to  
Korean Catholics, who had no priestly 
leadership.

Msgr. Park celebrated the first Mass in 
Korean at Our Lady of Victories Parish in 
Jersey City on Dec. 3, 1972. This milestone 
is considered the beginning of St. Andrew 
Kim Korean Catholic Church. The Kore-
an community also gathered for Mass in 
Orange, Teaneck, Fort Lee and other cit-
ies on different Sundays. To have a place 
suitable for liturgy, in 1974, the congrega-
tion moved and began to celebrate Mass 
at St. Peter Claver in Montclair, an Afri-
can American parish. A committee raised 
funds for a place of their own and, in 
1980, the congregation purchased a for-
mer Christian Science Church in Orange. 
When it moved there, it was officially 
named the St. Andrew Kim Korean Cath-
olic Mission of New Jersey. The commu-
nity continued to expand, and soon Mass 
was celebrated in Eatontown and in Ma-
donna Church in Fort Lee.

The community was growing and 
needed more facilities. In 1986, the arch-
diocese merged St. Andrew Kim with St. 
Venantius Parish in Orange, and appoint-Photo courtesy of Church of Korean Martyrs, Saddle Brook

Photo courtesy of Madonna Parish, Fort Lee
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Coming up in the March issue of The Catholic Advocate,  
Msgr . Wister will explore Filipino immigration in the Archdiocese of 

Newark .

ed Msgr. Park as pastor. In 2005, the arch-
diocese relocated St. Andrew Kim Korean 
Parish to the newer and more spacious site 
of the former Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Maplewood.

Through the years, the pastoral re-
sponse in the Archdiocese of Newark was 
diverse. Even with a great deal of work, Ko-
rean is a difficult language for Euro-Amer-
ican priests to master. There clearly was a 
need for Korean priests. Most Korean dias-
pora communities were not able to receive 
pastoral care by a native Korean-speaking 
priest until Korean vocations flourished  
in the 1990s and 2000s. Korean bish-
ops, who now had more priests, were  
willing to allow some of their priests to 
minister in the United States for three to 
four years before returning to their home 
diocese.

Korean women religious also went 
overseas on assignments of several years to 
address some of the immigrants’ spiritual 
concerns. Today, several congregations of 
Korean sisters minister in the Archdiocese 
of Newark. 

Msgr. Park recruited Korean seminar-
ians from the immigrant community and 
from Korea. They enrolled in Immaculate 
Conception Seminary in South Orange 
and were ordained for the archdiocese. 
These young men had the opportunity to 
sharpen their English language skills and, 
during their seminary years, to grow in 
their understanding of the culture of the 
Church in America, the culture in which 
all Korean America Catholics now partic-
ipated.

Upon ordination, these priests min-
istered to the growing Korean commu-
nity and in non-Korean parishes as well. 
Where and when needed, the practice of 
bringing Korean priests for three- to four-
year terms continued.

 KOREAN COMMUNITIES 
OF BERGEN COUNTY

While St. Andrew Kim Parish initially 
was the only official Korean parish in the 
Archdiocese of Newark, it soon became 

clear that the center of the New Jersey Ko-
rean community was developing in Ber-
gen County. As Msgr. Park became aware 
of the growing Korean population, he con-
sulted with some of the younger Korean 
priests and arranged for the celebration of 
Mass in Korean for growing communities 
in Fort Lee, Teaneck, Palisades Park, Sad-
dle Brook and Demarest. 

St. Joseph’s Korean Catholic Commu-
nity in Demarest was started in 1988 by 
Msgr. Park as a mission of St. Andrew Kim 
Parish in Orange. He invited priests from 
the Incheon Diocese in South Korea to ad-
minister the mission in 1990. It was later 
erected as a canonical national parish—St. 
Joseph Korean Catholic Church—in 1998, 
and continued to be served by priests from 
the Incheon Diocese until 2006. In 2008, 
the parish was merged with St. Joseph Par-
ish in Demarest through the New Energies 
Project.

The Teaneck community that had 
moved to Fort Lee and then to Saddle 
Brook had grown. In 1998, the archdio-
cese established the Church of the Kore-
an Martyrs in Saddle Brook as a Korean 
national parish. Like many immigrants of 
the late 20th and early 21st century, Kore-
ans also entered existing parishes—Ma-
donna in Fort Lee and St. Michael in Pal-
isades Park. 

REFLECTIONS
As we address the pastoral needs of 

each new immigrant group, it is necessary 
to note that the immigration of the last 50 
years is very different from that of a cen-
tury ago. Our recent and current immi-
grants come from every continent, from 
Latin America, Asia and Africa. They 
possess diverse racial and cultural back-
grounds. While structures may appear 
similar to the past, the pastoral strategies 
of the past will not always be effective. “As-
similation” will not take place in the same 
way or at the same pace as it did with Eu-
ropean immigrants a century or more ago.

It is difficult to state the exact number 
of Korean Catholics, or any group of Cath-

olics for that matter. In 1993, sources esti-
mated that 13.6 percent of Koreans in the 
United States were Catholic. Some esti-
mate that the Catholic proportion of Kore-
an immigrants is higher than the Catholic 
population in Korea, so it may actually be 
about 15 percent or more. When we com-
pare percentages of the United States cen-
sus numbers of all Koreans and the par-
ish reports, we get a reasonable idea of the 
number of Korean Catholics.

Why do these discrepancies exist? The 
Columban Fathers, who minister to the 
Korean population in southern Califor-
nia, note that many Koreans who came to 
the United States as Catholics joined Prot-
estant churches due to the lack of Korean 
language services in Catholic churches. 
This was not unusual. Throughout Amer-
ican history, many immigrant Catholics 
who did not receive adequate pastoral 
services in their native language left the 
Church. It is no different for the Korean 
community in New Jersey. Korean Prot-
estant churches are ubiquitous. There are 
dozens of Korean Protestant communi-
ties in Bergen County as many American 
Protestant churches, whose numbers are 
dwindling, allow their Korean counter-
parts to use their facilities.

A 2014 Pew Survey reports that more 
than one-quarter of Korean Americans 
brought up as Catholic became Protestant 
or Evangelical, and another quarter indi-
cated that they had no religion—only 47 
percent remaining Catholic. This may re-
flect strengthening secular trends in both 
American and Korean societies. Clearly, 
this is a challenge for the Korean Ameri-
can community.

The pastors of the Korean parishes in 
the archdiocese estimate 8,248 parishio-
ners. If the various national surveys ap-
proximate the number of Korean Ameri-
cans who are Catholic at about 13 percent, 
we come to a similar number. Of course, 
Korean American Catholics who attend 
non-Korean parishes and undocumented 
immigrants must be considered as well.

Estimates of the number of undocu-
mented Korean migrants in the United 
States extend from 180,000 to 230,000, 
which is 10 to 12 percent of the approxi-
mately 1.8 million Korean Americans. An 
estimated 10,000 Koreans are eligible for 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) status.

Robert J. Wister, Hist.Eccl.D., is a faculty 
member at Immaculate Conception Semi-
nary in South Orange.

Photo courtesy of St . Michael Parish, Palisades Park

CNS photo
Pope Francis blesses a girl in traditional attire after praying at the birthplace of St . 
Andrew Kim Taegon, the first Korean-born Catholic priest .
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Advocate photos-Melissa McNally

Cardinal Joseph W . Tobin, C .Ss .R ., celebrated Mass with religious, priests and 
faithful from around the archdiocese on Feb . 1 to commemorate the World Day 
for Consecrated Life . Held at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark, 
religious men and women lit candles and renewed their commitment to conse-
crated life . Jubilarians celebrating milestone anniversaries were also honored . 
Cardinal Tobin recalled that he pledged his temporary profession of religious 
vows as a Redemptorist 47 years ago . “Consecrated life is a living encounter with 
the Lord and His people, especially those on the margins,” he explained . “For 
we hold the Lord in our hearts, and we hold Him in our hands .” The cardinal also 
said that consecrated life “is a vision of what we need to embrace joy—and that is 
always Jesus .”
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Sunday, Feb. 23
Noon
70th Anniversary Mass 
St. John the Apostle Parish, Linden

Tuesday, Feb. 25  
2 p.m.
Groundbreaking
St. Paul the Apostle Senior Housing, 
Edison

Wednesday, Feb. 26
12:15 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Mass
St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral, Newark

Sunday, March 1
2:30 p.m.
Rite of Election–Bergen and Hudson 

counties
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

4:30 p.m.
Rite of Election–Essex and Union 
counties
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, 
C.Ss.R., is scheduled to appear at 
the following upcoming events:

Advocate photos-Esmeralda Cameron
Bishop Manuel A . Cruz served as the main celebrant and homilist for this year’s Mass commemorating the death of Puerto Rican baseball player Roberto Clemente . 
The Mass was celebrated Jan . 18 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark . The baseball legend and humanitarian died on Dec . 31, 1972, at the age 
of 38 after his plane crashed while delivering aid to earthquake victims in Nicaragua . Due to recent earthquakes that have devasted Puerto Rico, special prayer 
intentions were given at the Mass . “It is wonderful that so many young people are here as we come together for today’s Mass to honor and remember Roberto 
Clemente, who was a great humanitarian representing the powerful virtues of humility, self-sacrifice and service,” Bishop Cruz said during his homily . “Today, we 
pray for all those affected by the many earthquakes, hurricanes, natural and man-made disasters throughout the world . We especially pray for the people of Puerto 
Rico and all who are suffering from the aftermath of the terrible earthquakes that have caused devastation throughout the island .” Members of the City of Newark 
and Essex County Law Enforcement Explorers programs (above right) were among those who attended the Mass .

West Essex parishes to host 
Faith Quest series

FAIRFIELD—The parishes of West Es-
sex will present the annual Lenten adult 
spirituality forum Faith Quest. The event 
will be hosted at St. Thomas More Par-
ish in Fairfield on Wednesday, March 11,  
March 18, March 25 and April 1 from 
7:30-9 p.m. Faith Quest is an initiative 
of St. Aloysius, Caldwell; Our Lady of  
Blessed Sacrament, Roseland; Notre 
Dame, North Caldwell; and St. Thomas 
More. 

Faith Quest began in 2007 as part of 
the Archdiocese of Newark’s New Ener-
gies initiative. The parishes collaborated to 

Men’s and Women’s Commissions to host annual conferences
SOUTH ORANGE—Thousands of 

faithful men and women throughout the 
Archdiocese of Newark are expected to 
gather at Seton Hall University for the an-
nual men’s and women’s conferences.

The Catholic Men’s Conference will be 
held Feb. 29 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Titled “Man 
of God … I Am My Brother’s Keeper,” the 
event will feature keynote speakers, Eucha-
ristic Adoration, confession, music and fel-
lowship. It also includes a Spanish-language 
track. This year’s speakers include Catholic 
youth and young adult speaker Paul J. Kim. 

He is the founder of the Triumph Men’s 
Conference, has released two albums and 
presents to an average of 40,000 people a 
year at events around the world. Retired 
Auxiliary Bishop John W. Flesey will be the 
other featured speaker. The Spanish speak-
ers include Andres Arango, a representative 
of CHARIS, an organization of charismatic 
Catholics; and Father Jeivi Hercules, a pa-
rochial vicar at St. Patrick & Assumption/
All Saints Parish in Jersey City. 

The Women’s Commission will host 
its annual Women’s Day of Reflection on 

develop an adult education and informa-
tion program that is held during the Lent-
en season.   

The series’ mission is to nurture aware-
ness, deepen understanding and embrace 
and enjoy the journey of faith. The three 
major topics are prayer and spirituality, 
understanding sacred Scripture and faith 
in practice.  

An offering of $5 a session or $15 for 
the four-week series is requested. Pre-reg-
istration is preferred. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stmchurch.net or contact 
St. Thomas More Parish at 973-227-0055.

March 7, also from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at Seton 
Hall. With the theme “Alive in Christ: The 
Eucharist … His Heart in My Heart,” the 
event will feature a similar schedule to the 
men’s conference and also include a Span-
ish track.

Sister Bethany Madonna, S.V., vocation 
director of Sisters of Life, will be a featured 
speaker at the women’s event. While attend-
ing the University of Central Florida, Sister 
Bethany had a profound encounter with 
the Lord. This experience drew her heart 
toward the vulnerable unborn and their 
mothers. After graduating, she entered the 
Sisters of Life in 2007, and made her final 
vows in 2015.

Catholic lay evangelist and founder of 

CKR Retreats, Colleen Kelly Rayner, will 
also present. Dianne M. Traflet, J.D., S.T.D., 
associate dean for graduate studies and ad-
ministration and assistant professor of pas-
toral theology at Immaculate Conception 
Seminary, will also address attendees. The 
Spanish speakers include Kathia Arango, 
director of the Office of Hispanic Catho-
lics in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; and 
Sidelis Rosario, associate director of the 
School of Evangelization in the Diocese of 
Brooklyn. 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., will 
celebrate closing Mass at both events. 

To register, visit www.rcan.org/
mens-commission or www.rcan.org/
womens-commission. 

 @CardinalJWTobin
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*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards 
purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this 
ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, 
MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 042 5003-R5, AK 134057.

1 -866-814-8563 

Plus, you will receive a FREE 
info kit & DVD just for calling!

CALL TO GET $250 OFF* 
TOWARD A BRAND NEW 

ACORN STAIRLIFT!

NEED HELP
ON THE STAIRS?

An Acorn Stairlift is the perfect solution 
to use the stairs if you suffer from:

Arthritis or COPD

ü

Joint pain in your feet, 
knees or back

Mobility issues when 
using the stairs

ü

ü

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A+
Rating

The first and only stairlift 
company to earn the Ease of Use 
Commendation from the Arthritis 

Foundation.

They'll Love it or 
your Money Back!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent 
to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid 
with other o� ers. Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use 
& Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-

policy or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

Order Now 1.844.268.6313 | OmahaSteaks.com/good69

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104VDH

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE
February 16

Hispanic Family Life Office/Pasto-
ral Familiar Hispana, Archdiocese 
of Newark, Marriage Enrichment 
Retreat in Spanish, at the Archdioc-
esan Center in Newark, 2:30-6:30 
p.m., $30, call Yamilka Genao at 
973-497-4326.

February 18
Lumen Center, Caldwell, “Eucharist 
Beyond the Consecration,” present-
ed by Father Thomas Dente, dinner 
at 5:30 p.m., presentation to follow 
at 6:15 p.m., $30-$40, call 973-403-
3331 ext. 25 or email lumencenter@
caldwellop.org. 

February 21
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 
Wallington, beefsteak dinner, $40, 
featuring entertainment by Anthony 
Tabish, 6 p.m., 18 and over only, call 
Carol at 201-925-0273 or Pat at 201-
438-0636. 

Holy Spirit Parish, Union, Lenten 
retreat for women, 6:45-9:45 p.m., 
and Feb. 22 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m., 
$25, email jgarthwaite2@verizon.net 
or call Barbara at 908-687-0048.

February 22
Catechetical Office, Archdiocese of 
Newark, Spotlight on Faith series, 
“The Creed: Our Heritage of Faith,” 
presented by Dr. Sylvia McGeary, at 
the Archdiocesan Center in Newark, 
9:30 a.m.-3 :30 p.m., $40, contact 
Sarah Gordon at Sarah.Gordon@
rcan.org. 

February 23
Family Life Office, Archdiocese 
of Newark, Celebrate Marriage 
one-day enrichment for couples, 
presented by Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter, at the Archdiocesan 
Center in Newark, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., $50 per couple, call Brian 
Caldwell at 973-497-4324 or email 
Brian.Caldwell@rcan.org. 

February 25
Knights of Columbus Council 
#3428, North Arlington, 15th Annu-
al Shrove Tuesday Dinner, at the Co-
lumbian Club Hall, with traditional 
“Pancake Tuesday” dinner, donation 
of canned goods requested, 6:30 
p.m., $20 for adults and $10 for kids 
ages 6 to 12, call 201-988-0183. 

Sacred Heart Parish, Lyndhurst, 
“Lent–Its History, Challenges and 
Opportunities,” presented by Jack 

Houston, 7:30 p.m., call Charles 
Sofio at 201-438-1147. 

February 27
Community of God’s Love, Ruth-
erford, Lenten discussion groups 
based on “The Universal Christ” 
by Father Richard Rohr, O.F.M., six 
sessions beginning Thursdays from 
7:30-9:00 p.m., or Mondays begin-
ning March 2 from 10:30 a.m.-12 
p.m., call 201-935-0344 or email 
lampstand@thecgl.org. 

February 28
Knights of Columbus Council 
#9021, Norwood, Annual Fish Fry 
Fundraiser, at Sacred Heart Parish 
in Haworth, 6-8 p.m., $15 for adults, 
$13.50 for seniors and $5 for kids, 
email info@kofc9021.org. 

March 4
Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Norwood, “Lectio Divina: A Dy-

What does Lent mean to you?
With Lent beginning on Feb . 26, we’d like to know what this sea-
son of reflection and preparation means to you. Submit a one- 
or two-sentence reply along with your first name and town to  
submissions@rcan .org . We’ll select some of the responses and print 
them in the March 11 issue of The Catholic Advocate .

namic, Life-Oriented Approach to 
Reading Holy Scriptures,” every 
Wednesday through May 20, intro-
ductory session Feb. 19, 1-2:30 p.m. 
or 7-8:30 p.m., call 201-768-1600 
or email immaculateconception@
iccnorwood.org.  

March 7
St. John the Baptist, Hillsdale, St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner, 6 p.m., featur-
ing bagpipes and Irish dancing, 18 
and over only, $35 per person, call 
201-664-3131.

Our Lady of Grace, Hoboken, “The 
Art of Pausing: A Lenten Retreat to 
Reclaim a Sense of Balance in Our 
Lives,” with Judith Valente, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m., $20, call 201-600-6402. 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Moun-
tainside, Lenten Day of Recollection, 
with the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal, 9-10 a.m., $30, email Mike 
Billy at bmichael103@aol.com. 
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Catholic Schools Week Recap
Catholic schools throughout the Archdiocese of Newark celebrated Catholic Schools 

Week Jan. 26-Feb. 1. Here’s a sample of some of the many great activities that took place.

Submitted photos
The Academy of St . Therese in Cresskill kicked off the week with a special prayer 
service recognizing local public servants . The principal welcomed Mayor Ben 
Romeo, Police Chief Ed Wrixon, Fire Chief Chris Ulshoefer and several police, fire 
and EMT members . The students offered the officials cards and prayers of thanks 
for their service . In the above photo, first-grade student Will Trautmann offers 
thank you cards to one of the police officers .

Preschool students at Assumption 
Academy Early Childhood Center in 
Emerson had the opportunity to recite 
the morning prayer to the whole school . 
Students also took part in an annual 
fundraiser to benefit the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society .

Students at Our Lady of Mercy Academy in Park Ridge enjoyed a “mad science” 
assembly and had the opportunity to be part of several hands-on activities . 

Sixth-grade students at St . Elizabeth School in Wyckoff led a community prayer 
service that focused on four pillars: learning, serving, leading and succeeding .   

St . Theresa School in Kenilworth celebrated Culture Day on Jan . 29 and Jan . 30 . 
Students dressed in attire representative of their culture and brought in food that 
was native to their heritage . They also were required to prepare a short presenta-
tion to teach their classmates about their culture . There was an extensive range of 
countries covered, including Indonesia, Egypt, Cuba and China .

Father Jomon Kalladanthiyil, C .S .C ., 
brought a first-class relic of St . Brother 
André Bessette to Oratory Preparatory 
School in Summit . The medallion con-
taining the blood of Brother André is 
originally from St . Joseph’s Oratory in 
Montreal, Canada . The monastery was 
built by the late saint . The relic is tour-
ing around the world in honor of the 
10th anniversary of his canonization .

One of the most anticipated events at Academy of Our Lady of Grace in Fairview 
was the annual pep rally featuring a basketball game between the faculty and the 
eighth grade . This year's event also featured performances by the cheerleading 
teams and a Hot Shot Competition among students in fifth through eighth grade .
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Millions Of Dollars Saved In Back Taxes
Anthem Tax Services provides world class personalized tax debt 
relief and tax preparation services. We offer the tailored experience 
that you expect from your tax preparation professionals, and we 
operate remotely so you never need to leave your home or office.

Tax debt can happen to anyone. Whether you are self-employed, 
an independent contractor, took an early withdrawl from a 401K, or 
had another unforseen life event occur, we can help resolve your 
debt in a few simple steps:

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

✔Tax Levies &   
 Liens Release

✔Wage    
 Garnishment   
 Release

✔Stop Penalties   
 and Interest

✔Tax Debt 
 Negotiation &   
 Settlement

✔Resolve Back   
 Taxes

✔Payroll Tax   
 Negotiation

✔Tax Preparation 
 & Bookkeeping  
 Services

Anthem Tax Services

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. We will gather as much information 
from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that does not work out, 
and the government notifies us they refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we will gladly refund you the 
fees you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping and Tax Preparation Services.

There are many 
ways we can 
tackle IRS or 
State tax relief 
together:

Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

855-852-6445

“� ey stopped my garnishments in less than 2 days 
a� er hiring them. � is saved me $84,276 with the 
IRS and $13,500 with the state of California. 
� ey saved my emotional and � nancial well-being.”
- Wage Garnishment Client

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A+
Rating

1 Opportunity   2 Investigation   3 Agreement   4 TAX DEBT FREE!

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-855-848-3612

AND!

FINANCING*
OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  Li-
cense# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  License# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
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First female director still rewriting 
history as she lays in Maryrest

Maryrest Cemetery and Mausole-
um in Mahwah is home to one of 
the world’s most important film-

makers in cinema history—French-Amer-
ican director Alice Guy-Blaché. 

Guy-Blaché is not only credited as the 
world’s first female director, she is also 
arguably the first director of either gender 
to direct and produce a narrative film. She 
held that distinct honor for a decade.

From 1896 to 1920, she directed more 
than 1,000 short and feature-length films, 
both silent and talkies. Fictional Holly-
wood films benefited from the pioneer-
ing breakthroughs made by Guy-Blaché, 
but she was forgotten by the industry she 
helped create.

“No one was forgotten like Alice, and 
that has to do, frankly, with her being a 
woman, and the (film) industry being 
very male-dominated,” said Tom Meyers, 
executive director of the Barrymore Film 
Center, a 260-seat cinema, film museum 
and archive dedicated to the role Fort Lee, 
New Jersey, played as the birthplace of the 
American film industry. 

“Right through her death in the 1960s, 
scholars and film historians were looking to 
her husband, Herbert Blaché, and not her, 
as the true builder, owner and director of 

Photo courtesy of Société française de  
photographie

By Maxim Almenas

Alice Guy-Blaché, standing next to the 
camera, directing “The Life of Christ.”

Solax (Studios) in Fort Lee,” Meyers added.
When Guy-Blaché was buried at 

Maryrest Cemetery in 1968, her cemetery 
marker made no reference to the indelible 
mark she left on the movie-making indus-
try. It only included her name and the year 
of her birth and death.

But Meyers, a local film historian and 
expert on Fort Lee’s pre-Hollywood film-
making history, acquired permission from 
her surviving relatives and Catholic Cem-
eteries of the Archdiocese of Newark to in-
stall a new grave marker. 

On July 1, 2012, Guy-Blaché’s relatives, 
members of the Fort Lee Film Commis-
sion and film enthusiasts dedicated the 
new cemetery marker on the centennial 
of the opening of the Solax Studio. It in-
cludes her studio logo and the following 
inscription surrounded by two crosses: 
“First Woman Motion Picture Director, 
First Woman Studio Head, President of 
the Solax Company, Fort Lee, New Jersey.”

Several of Guy-Blaché’s early films were 
indicative of her deep Catholic roots. Ac-
cording to her autobiography, “The Mem-
oirs of Alice Guy-Blaché,” she was enrolled 
at Convent of the Sacred Heart, a Catho-
lic boarding school in Viry, France, on the 
Swiss border. Children prayed the rosary 
every night and received the punishment 
of “kneeling arms crossed on an icy cor-

ridor” for minor infractions.
But Guy-Blaché also noted the nuns 

were not cruel, adding, “The superior, a 
very great lady, wished to make us into 
strong, accomplished women, capable of 
conducting themselves correctly in any 
rank of society.” 

Heroines are recurring characters in 
many of her films, including 1905’s “Es-
meralda,” which was the very first film 
based on Victor Hugo’s classic novel “The 
Hunchback of Notre-Dame.”

Her most ambitious production was 
“La Vie du Christ” (The Life of Christ) in 
1906. Considered one of the first films 
based on the passion, Guy-Blaché record-
ed 25 episodes with 300 extras and created 
the biggest movie sets known at the time 
in France. She used the James Tissot Bi-
ble, which featured 350 vivid watercolors, 
as storyboards for the film. She also pro-
duced several of the earliest known mov-
ie special effects, including a superimpo-
sition of Christ rising from the Sepulcher 
and disappearing into heaven.

“I’ve been blown away by her because I 
think she was an artist, but she didn’t real-
ize it,” said Pamela B. Green, writer, direc-
tor, producer and editor of the award-win-
ning documentary, “Be Natural,” based on 
the life and legacy of Guy-Blaché.

Green found movie posters and be-

hind-the-scenes photographs imposed on 
glass from the “Life of Christ” movie set, 
which revealed Guy-Blaché directing her 
talent and production crew amongst cos-
tumes, equipment and set decorations—
proving that Guy-Blaché did, in fact, di-
rect the film.  “Life of Christ” and several 
other of her films were incorrectly credit-
ed to her assistant, Victorin-Hippolyte Jas-
set, and other male filmmakers. 

“It shows how the true origins of cin-
ema were being established by both gen-
ders,” Green added. 

To read the full version of this sto-
ry and for links to the documentary 
and books about Guy-Blaché, go to  
www.maryrestcemetery.org.

Maxim Almenas is the marketing man-
ager of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdio-
cese of Newark.
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history, we must build on those accom-
plishments. And the best way to make a 
diff erence is by working together. When 
you spark a change, you unlock the pow-
er to strengthen your community and 
shape the future. As civil rights activ-
ist Ella Baker encouraged, imagine new 
possibilities, lead with solutions and 

engage communities to drive positive 
change. Do not forget your rich heritage 
as you work for a brighter future every 
day.

What is the place of the Catho-
lic Church in Black History Month? It 
might be surprising to mention that 
Black Catholic History started in the 
Scripture—Acts 8:26-40—with the con-
version of the Ethiopian eunuch by Phil-

In celebration of Black History Month
By Father Peter Iwuala

Dr. Carter G. Wood-
son conceived and 
announced Negro 
History Week in 

1926, which later gave birth 
to Black History Month. Dr. 
Woodson believed that prop-
er understanding of African 
American history would pro-
mote pride within the Black 
community and foster great-
er respect for it in the United 
States. Th rough Black Histo-
ry Month, the contributions 
of African Americans, both in our pres-
ent and in the history of the United States, 
have been identifi ed and celebrated.

In commemorating the achieve-
ments, struggles and milestones of black 
men and women, we call to mind the 
progress that has been made so far.

Refl ecting on the past, we will see 
that the future for African Americans 
has a combination of both opportuni-
ties and challenges. It is important to 

Living Our FaithLiving Our FaithLiving Our Faith

mention that ear-
ly African American 
men and women, 
especially scholars, 
encountered serious 
challenges on their 
paths to success. But 
the good thing is that 
they never stopped 
in their journey of 
history because of 
the diffi  culties they 
encountered; they 
continued! Wherever 

you are, you are encouraged to contin-
ue Dr. Carter Woodson’s legacy. Do not 
give up! Keep investigating the depths 
of the accomplishments of Black Histo-
ry Month lest its value and relevance be 
diminished in the micro and macro con-
versations of history.

To be able to continue the long jour-
ney that black men and women start-
ed, we must not only sing the praises 
of their accomplishments in American 

ip. By the standard of this Scripture 
verse, this is the fi rst Black African in the 
history of Christian conversion. Chris-
tian Africa played a very important role 
in early Christendom. Th ere are three re-
corded popes that were born in Africa: 
Saints Victor I, Melchiades and Gelasius 
I. Th ey all had their challenges and trials 
as they shepherded the early Church.

Church history also names Mother 
Mary Elizabeth Lange, Mathilda Beas-
ley, Daniel Rudd and Reverend Augus-
tus Tolton as those who held on to their 
faith and ministered to the people of 
God with enduring legacies in the face 
of prejudice, indiff erence and ignorance. 
Th ere is joy, sorrow and inspiration read-
ing the historic accounts of their lives to-
day. Th erefore, do not expect the journey 
of faith to be easy. But like them, trust in 
God; He will make a way. Th e hard work 
of today leads to the celebration of to-
morrow.

Father Peter Iwuala is chaplain at 
Clara Maass Medical Center in Belleville.

Felician honors former U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security
RUTHERFORD—“You have it within 

you to do far more than you realize, and 
you are much smarter than you know.”

Th at was the message to students from 
former U.S. Secretary of Homeland Securi-
ty Jeh Johnson as he accepted Felician Uni-
versity’s 2020 Martin Luther King Jr. Legacy 
Award at a ceremony Jan. 28 on the school’s 
Rutherford campus.

Th e MLK Jr. Legacy Award was estab-
lished by Felician University to honor Dr. 
King by recognizing individuals whose 
work refl ects the mission of his life along 
with the Franciscan values that guide the 
university—passion for issues related to so-
cial justice, civil rights and economic equal-
ity, compassion, justice and peace, and 
fi nding goodness in all God’s creation. Submitted photos

From left to right: Bergen County Sheriff Anthony Cureton, Felician University 
President Dr. Anne Prisco, District 34 Assemblyman Thomas Giblin, Former U.S. 
Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson and Felician University Board of 
Trustees Chairman Chris Swenson.

Johnson told those gathered for the cer-
emony that he tried to follow such values 
while he was in offi  ce. “Oft en in Washing-
ton, when we create and implement poli-
cy, we lose touch with the impact that our 
policies may have on real human lives,” 
he explained. “For example, one of my re-
sponsibilities was enforcing our immigra-
tion laws, but I never did so without under-
standing the impact it would have on real 
people.”

Johnson also met with a handful of Fe-
lician students while on campus. He spoke 
candidly about being a D and C student 
and fl unking high school math. Johnson 
said his grades improved when he attend-
ed Morehouse College in Atlanta, the same 
college attended by Martin Luther King Jr. 

It was at Morehouse that Johnson studied 
with Dr. King’s son, became a straight A 
student and eventually went on to gradu-
ate from Columbia Law School.

“Once the Secretary actually had a 
sense of our students and who was in the 
room, you could feel the connection and 
the energy,” Felician President Dr. Anne 
Prisco said. “He spoke to us from the heart 
about what the legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. really meant to him personally 
and in his own development, and he was 

willing to share his own imperfections, 
which I think is always such an important 
message.”

Johnson referred to Dr. King as a “man 
of God and a man of Christian faith who 
believed in the selfl essness of service.”

Chris Swenson, the chairman of Feli-
cian University’s board of trustees, read a 
letter from U.S. Senator Cory Booker, the 
fi rst recipient of Felician’s MLK Award, 
who praised Johnson for his lifelong com-
mitment to peace and justice.
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Continued from page 1 

Black History Month Mass

Advocate photo-Esmeralda Cameron
Cardinal Tobin greeted Ogoo Anukwu after the celebration. 

Advocate photos-Kelly Marsicano
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Upholding the dignity and 
sacredness of human life

The mission of the Respect Life Of-
fice of the Archdiocese of New-
ark is to protect human dignity 
and care for the sacredness of all 

life from conception to natural death.
An outreach of this ministry is Mercy 

House, a local resource and referral cen-
ter for individuals and families in need. 
The facility, which is located at 620 Clin-
ton Ave. in Newark, has been serving the 
community for almost two years.

Cheryl Riley, the director of the Re-
spect Life Office and Mercy House, said 
it’s all well and good to stand outside an 
abortion clinic telling people to keep their 

By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

baby, but more needs to be done. “That 
baby is going to grow. That baby is going to 
get older. That baby is going to need more 
things, which is how Mercy House came 
about,” she explained in the 2020 Annual 
Appeal video.

Open on Tuesdays and Fridays, Mercy 
House provides food, clothing and basic 
necessities. The facility also holds various 
events throughout the year, such as an ice 
cream social, and conducts periodic work-
shops on child care.

Joanne DePaul, a regular volunteer and 
retired pediatric nurse, helps run the work-
shop. “I have a wealth of knowledge after 30 
years and I love to share it,” she said.

DePaul explained that she offers sug-
gestions for parents on safety, cleanliness, 
handling illnesses and signs to be aware of 
when more help may be needed, such as 
special services.

“I don’t know of anywhere they can sit 
and talk and speak out their concerns. I 
don’t think they have access to too many 
avenues,” she stated. “We have these ave-
nues for them.”

DePaul noted Mercy House offers a 
warm and inviting atmosphere, and new 
people visit because of word of mouth. 
“There’s an element of trust when you 
see that sign outside. There’s something 
different in here,” she said.

Advocate file photo

To learn more about Mercy House, 
visit www.rcan.org/mercyhouse.

Programs and ministries like Mercy 
House are supported through generous 
donations to the Annual Appeal. If you 

would like to support this mission, vis-
it www.rcan.org/sharing. To make a re-
stricted gift to the Respect Life Office, 
you may indicate that in the comments 
section of the donation form.

Footsteps of St. Paul in Turkey & Greece, Virgin Mary’s House in Ephesus
GREECE, GREEK ISLANDS CRUISE & TURKEY

with Fr. Diego Navarro Rodriguez

Istanbul, Ephesus, Miletus, Aegean Cruise, Patmos, Crete (Heraklion), Santorini, Athens
(10 days-9 nights) June 15-24, 2020, Cost of the trip $3,790.00

Include: Daily Mass. Roundtrip airfare from Newark, NJ. Accomodations at 4 or 5-Star Deluxe Hotels. Breakfast and dinner daily. Roundtrip transfers from Airport to Hotel. 
Tour escort from arrival to departure. Guided tours, sightseeing and admission fees. Professional tour director. Hotel & Airline taxes, service charges and baggage handling.

Port charges. Standard inside cabin; while on cruise, all meals are included
Some exclusions apply. Please Call for info:

Ms. Olfary Gutierrez (908) 922-3536 or Fr. Diego Navarro (973) 615-4005

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 

—  ADMINISTRATOR —

Reverend Monsignor Christopher 
J. Hynes has been appointed 

administrator of Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Roseland, 

effective Feb. 1. 

CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.SS.R., HAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS:

 — CHAPLAINS —

Reverend Anthony J. Armstrong, 
O.Carm., has been appointed 

chaplain of the Knights of Columbus 
Queen of Peace Council #3679, 

effective immediately. 

Reverend Philip A. Sanders has 
been appointed chaplain of the 

Knights of Columbus Star of the Sea 
Council #371, effective immediately.

Have you seen the digitized archive  
of The Catholic Advocate? 

It’s available at https://is.gd/2vLm23. The Archives and Special 
Collections at Seton Hall University would like to hear from 

you! Please contact them with your stories of how this resource 
has been useful to you. Have you used it to do research for a 

school project? To find out more about the history of your family, 
town or parish? Tell them what you would like to see from The 

Catholic Advocate digital archive in the future. Email your stories 
to archives@shu.edu.
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FREE DAILY   Back by popular demand!

Sign up: RelevantRadio.com
Listen: Top and bottom of each hour

Lenten Lessons on the Mass

1430AM/1160AM

Photos courtesy of Linda Sees
Students from Roselle Catholic’s advanced placement human geography course 
visited the United Nations on Jan. 31 for an inside look at global politics. Human 
geography examines human societies and how they develop, their culture and 
economy, all within the context of their environment. Students began their 
morning at the German consulate, where they learned about German presence 
in America and the importance of the intercontinental relationship. Next, they 
headed over to the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to learn how the 
Vatican makes their voice heard within the United Nations. The group was also 
invited to meet with U.N. General Assembly President Tijjani Muhammad-Bande 
of Nigeria. “I enjoyed our United Nations tour the best because it was something 
totally new to me,” student Efrem Terry said. “I couldn’t believe how so many peo-
ple from different countries could find common languages.”
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then as Delegate for Religious. In 2018, 
she was appointed superior of the House 
of Formation in Princeville, Ill., where she 
served for one year. In August 2019, she 
returned to East Orange.

Father Robert J. Cio

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrat-

ed Jan. 24 in Safety Har-
bor, Fla., for Father Rob-
ert J. Cio, 77, who died Jan. 
19.

Father Cio was ordained 
Oct. 9, 1974, and served the 
Diocese of Paterson before being incar-
dinated in the Archdiocese of Newark in 
1995.

He served as a parochial vicar at the 
following archdiocesan parishes: St. Au-
gustine Parish, Union City; Our Lady of 
Peace Parish, New Providence; Holy Trin-
ity Parish, Westfi eld; St. Paul the Apostle 
Parish, Irvington; St. Joseph of the Pali-
sades, West New York; Resurrection, Jer-
sey City; Ascension, New Milford; and St. 
Paul the Apostle, Jersey City.

Father Cio also served as chaplain at 
Overlook Hospital in Summit and Apos-
tolate of the Sea in Port Newark.

Sister Damien Gatti, O.S.B.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cele-
brated Jan. 25 at St. Walburga Mon-

OBITUARIES
Father Joseph Fu

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated Jan. 
11 in Hong Kong for Fa-
ther Joseph Fu, 88, who 
died Jan. 4. 

Born in China, Father 
Fu was ordained Aug. 4, 
1960, in Munich, Germany. 
He was incardinated in the archdiocese in 
1981. 

Father Fu served as parochial vicar at 
Our Lady of Mount Virgin Parish in Gar-
fi eld from 1975-2000. He was also director 
of the Chinese Apostolate for the Archdi-
ocese of Newark and chaplain at St. Joseph 
Home for the Blind in Jersey City.

Sister Helen Marie Cahill, 
F.M.S.C. 

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated Jan. 
17 at Mount St. Francis 
in Peekskill, N.Y., for Sis-
ter Helen Marie Cahill, 
F.M.S.C., 92, who died 
Jan. 14. 

Sister Helen Marie en-
tered the Franciscan Mis-
sionary Sisters on Sept. 8, 1947. Aft er her 
profession, she began her apostolate of 
teaching throughout New Jersey and New 
York, including Immaculate Conception 

School in Irvington. 
Aft er 35 years of teaching, she began 

her second career as an employee of the 
Archdiocese of New York in services to 
the Cardinal Cooke Guild and the CYO 
Offi  ce, followed by secretarial work in the 
Chancery Offi  ce of the Brooklyn Diocese.

Sister Theresia Maria 
Holtschlag, C.S.J.

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated Jan. 20 at 
St. Joseph Parish in East 
Orange for Sister Th er-
esia Maria Holtschclag, 
C.S.J., 49, who died Jan. 
15. 

Born Olga Hendrika 
Berendina Holtschlag in En-
schede, Netherlands, she entered the Con-
gregation of the Apostolic Sisters of St. 
John in France on April 21, 1998. A year 
later, she received the habit along with 
her religious name, Sister Th eresia Maria 
of the Merciful Love. Aft er professing her 
vows, she served throughout France.

Sister Th eresia Maria professed fi nal 
vows on Sept. 12, 2004, and, in fall 2007, 
she was sent as one of the founding sis-
ters of the priory in East Orange, where 
she served from 2007-2018. While in East 
Orange, she served St. Joseph Parish as di-
rector of religious education and catechist 
of the RCIA program. Sister Th eresia Ma-
ria also served the Archdiocese of New-
ark working in the Offi  ce of Vocations and 

astery in Elizabeth for Sister 
Damien Gatti, O.S.B., 101, 
who died Jan. 19.

Sister Damien entered 
the Benedictine Sisters on 
May 4, 1938, and made 
her fi rst profession on Jan. 
4, 1940.

Sister Damien was a teacher 
at the following archdiocesan schools: 
Bender Memorial Academy and Sacred 
Heart, both in Elizabeth; St. Michael, 
Cranford; and St. Henry, Bayonne. She 
also taught in New York, Maryland and 
Washington, D.C.

Deacon John Inguaggiato

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was cele-

brated Feb. 5 at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Parish in 
South Orange for Deacon 
John Inguaggiato, who 
died Jan. 31.

Born in Newark, Inguag-
giato lived in Maplewood for the past 72 
years. He was a teacher for the Montville 
school system for close to 40 years. For his 
last 20 years, he was a librarian for both 
Hillsdale and Mountain View schools. 

Inguaggiato served as permanent dea-
con for just under 25 years at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Parish. He is survived by his 
brother, Robert Inguaggiato.

V  V  V

HIRING?
ADVERTISE THE POSITION IN AN UPCOMING ISSUE 

OF 

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC magazine
OR 

THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE newspaper

UPCOMING ISSUES:
MARCH/APRIL NJ CATHOLIC (mail date 3-9)
AD COPY DEADLINE:  Feb. 24th

THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE
March 11- AD COPY DEADLINE (March 2nd)

Contact Marge McCue; marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org
or call 973.497.4201 for details (ads will run print & online editions.)

Irish Highlights
Self-Drive from $949

CALL 833-222-3735
Book your dream Irish adventure today!

Drive the iconic Ring of Kerry 
or sample whiskey in 
Tullamore. Explore the 
Emerald Isle your way with 
go-today. Call now!
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COURAGE
An archdiocesan 

sponsored spiritual 
support group for 

persons experiencing
same-sex attractions 
who desire to lead a 
chaste life in accord 

with Catholic teaching 
on homosexuality.

For information, 
call 201-220-3968

(All calls confidential)

A place of rest, illumination, 
peace, and closeness to God

www.loyola.org 
973-539-0740

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, 
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the 
archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims of sexual 
abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

HELP WANTED

RETREATS

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

Your 
Classifi ed 

Could Be  HERE
Call  

973-497-4200

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes 
or assisted living. Family Care Placement, LLC provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.

Family Care Placement, LLC   has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and 
LI since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 
All candidates are fl uent in English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized placement services call
Karen at (908)377-9375

NEED PRO-LIFE HOUSEMOTHERS
SHIFTS AVAILABLE  7-3:30, 3-11:30, 11-7
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for pregnant 
women in Ramsey, NJ is seeking kind, compassionate individuals, 
willing to serve God through those we help. Driver’s license required. 

Reply to: Susan Harper-Lloyd, 
email susanharperlloyd@aol.com, 
Or call 201-819-4699 (M-F 9-5)

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 67 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

VACATION RENTAL

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT

OCEAN CITY, MD - Oceanview 
4 BR, 3 bths, Large maint custom 
built privately owned, POOL, W/D 
Gourmet kitch. 443-506-2738

OCEAN CITY, MD —
Oceanview, 4BR, 3 bths, 
Large maint custom built 
privately owned, POOL, 
W/D Gourmet kitch. 
443-506-2738

HEALTHCARE

www.hpiallied.edu

HPI School of Allied Health
979 Lehigh Ave., Union, New Jersey 07083

908-687-0808   908-687-4056
Start a Career in Healthcare Today

Training Certifi cation and Placement for Certifi ed Nurse Aides
Patient Care Technician • Medication Aide 

Certifi ed Home Health Aide
Call 908-687-0808 / 908-687-4056 or visit www.hpiallied.edu

The number of home health care agencies are growing…
But there are several reasons why Elderly Savior Homecare is the right 
choice for you and your loved ones. 
We provide skilled nursing services, companion, personal care, experienced and 
trained caregivers. We are passionate, affordable, delivering peace of mind to 
your family and delivering the care plans at the comfort of your own homes.
     Call us today at 973-855-4461 or visit us at: elderlysaviorhc.com

Looking for Home Health Aide, 
Companion, and/or Personal Care services 

for you or a loved one?

50+ year old publishing company seeking
customer service representative

to work with churches in your area.
Visit our website at customstudios.com

email normnyc@gmail.com • call 917.880.5656 

Customer Service Representative

TRAVEL

PARISH SECRETARY
St. Ann Catholic Church, 
Hoboken is seeking a FT par-
ish secretary whose primary 
duties are to report the pastor, 
interface with parishioners and 
church staff, while providing 
a welcoming environment and 
maintaining the smooth oper-
ation of the parish offi ce. The 
individual must be detail orient-
ed, with exceptional organiza-
tional, interpersonal and com-
munication skills, and have the 
ability to understand and follow 
instruction as well as work inde-
pendently.  The candidate must 
also have excellent PC skills 
as well as working knowledge 
of general offi ce procedures 
and offi ce equipment.  Cordial 
and effective communication 
with the pastor, parish priests 
and staff, parishioners and ven-
dors is a necessity. Candidate 
should send resume and cover 
letter to:
parishoffi ce@stannhoboken.com

YOUTH MINISTRY
Corpus Christi Church, 
Chatham Township, NJ, 
is seeking a Pastoral 
Associate for Youth Ministry.  
Responsible for developing 
and providing a comfort-
able environment for youth 
and young adults in which 
Catholic worship, evangeli-
zation, leadership, informal 
catechesis, service and 
community building take 
place.  Invites and empowers 
youth to be involved and 
take leadership in each of 
these areas through various 
ministries within the parish 
and beyond.  Coordinates 
the High School Religious 
Ed. and Confi rmation pro-
grams.  Must be a practicing 
Roman Catholic in good 
standing.  Undergraduate 
degree or certifi cate in youth 
ministry.   Minimum of 3 
years experience in youth 
ministry.  Preference given to 
those experienced in social 
media.  Salary commensurate 
with degree and experience.  
Excellent benefi ts.  Contact 
Roseann McDonough at 
rmcdonough@corpuschristi.
org, or mail to: Corpus Christi 
Parish, 234 Southern Blvd., 
Chatham, NJ 07928 for posi-
tion available in May 2020.

ADVERTISE in an 
upcoming issue of NEW JERSEY 

CATHOLIC magazine.
Contact Marge at (973) 497-4201

ADVERTISE in
THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE.

Contact Marge at (973) 497-4201
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exhibitions ~ lecturesfilms ~ gallery ~ talks

VISIT US@

WWW.SMAFATHERS.ORG

(201) 567-0450

23 BLISS AVENUE

TENAFLY, NJ 07670

T H E A F R I C A N A R T M U S E U M
O F T H E S M A F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

ART MUSEUM

NOVENAS

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and 
Martyr, great in virtue and rich 
in miracles, near Kinsman of 
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor 
of all who invoke your special 
patronage in time of need, to you 
I have recourse from the depth 
of my heart and humbly beg to 
whom God has given such great 
power to come to my assistance. 
Help me in my present and 
urgent petition (make request). 
In return I promise to make your 
name known and cause you 
to be invoked. Say three Our 
Fathers, three Hail Marys and 
Glorias. St. Jude, pray for us 
all  who invoke your aid. Amen. 
This Novena must be said  for 9 
consecutive days. Thank you for  
answering my prayer.                                      

G.S.P.

PRAYER TO THE 
HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit, You who solve all 
problems, who light all roads 
so that I can attain my goals. 
You who give me the divine 
gift to forgive and forget all 
evil against me, and that in 
all instances of my life, You 
are with me. I want in this 
short prayer to thank you for 
all things and to confi rm once 
again, that I never want to be 
separated from You, even and 
in spite of all material illusion. 
I wish to be with You in eter-
nal glory. Thank you for your 
mercy toward me and mine. 
Amen. Published in gratitude 
of grace attained and for many 
requests granted. (Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.)

G.S.P.

NOVENA OF CHILDLIKE 
CONFIDENCE

(to be said at the same time 
every hour for nine consecutive 
hours) 
O Jesus, Who hast said, ask 
and you shall receive, seek and 
you shall fi nd, knock and it shall 
be open to you, through the 
intercession of Mary, Thy Most 
Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, 
I ask that my prayer be granted.
(Make your request)
O Jesus, Who hast said, all 
that you ask of the Father in My 
Name, He will grant you through 
the intercession of Mary, Thy 
Most Holy Mother, I humbly 
and urgently ask Thy Father in 
Thy Name that my prayer be 
granted.
(Make your request)
O Jesus, Who hast said, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass 
away but My word shall not 
pass,” through the interces-
sion of Mary, Thy Most Holy 
Mother, I feel confi dent that my 
prayer will be granted.
(Make your request)

G.S.P.

EASY ACCESS MEANS EASY LIVING.

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 3/31/20. License# 13VH08369400

Schedule your free design consultation! 

(888) 660-6702

50% OFF INSTALL*
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. 
Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling author, former 
host of Good Morning America and senior living advocate.

There’s no cost to you!
(844) 684-7304

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

UNDERSTAND YOUR OPTIONS — Learn the different types of 
senior care available

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE — Our Advisors have the local knowledge to 
help you hand pick communities in your area

SIMPLIFY — Your dedicated Advisor will simplify your search and 
help schedule tours

Call today to connect with a
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find 
senior living solutions
Our Advisors are 
you understand your options.

  Joan Lunden
host of 

There’s no cost to you!
(844) 684-7304

help schedule tours

Submitted photo
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., served as a keynote speaker at the annual 
Mid-Atlantic Congress (MAC) held in Baltimore Jan. 30-Feb. 1. Chancellor Sister 
Donna Ciangio, O.P., staff members of the archdiocesan Catechetical Office 

and parish ministry leaders also attended the confer-
ence, which is co-sponsored by the Association of 
Catholic Publishers and the Archdiocese of Baltimore. 
The event offers professional growth for pastoral and 
administrative leaders. This year’s theme explored 
what it means today to be a Church that is “one, holy, 
Catholic, apostolic.” Through workshops, breakout 
sessions and presentations, participants learned about 
current trends and best practices and had opportuni-
ties to renew their enthusiasm for ministry and enrich 
their spiritual life.

Your Novena 
Could Be  HERE

Call  
973-497-4200



Three things my family should know

I love you and 
I’m proud of you 

I have so many 
good memories 

My burial 
arrangements are 
planned so you 
don’t need to 
worry

44

44

Archdiocese of Newark
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

For our Catholic  community

Your Catholic cemetery memorialization is an affirmation 
of your faith for generations to come. Honor your family’s 
legacy. Learn about the many options available.

Make a Memorial Plan at Catholic Cemeteries. 
Talk to an Advisor Today. 

888-498-5209  /  CatholicJourney.org
= Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, North Arlington = Gate of Heaven Cemetery & Mausoleum, East Hanover 

= Saint Gertrude Cemetery & Mausoleum, Colonia = Maryrest Cemetery & Mausoleum, Mahwah 
= Holy Name Cemetery & Mausoleum, Jersey City = Christ the King Cemetery, Franklin Lakes 

= Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, East Orange

Your Catholic cemetery memorialization is an affirmation 
of your faith for generations to come. Honor your family’s 




