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Knights of Columbus continues to engage
men called to service
By Melissa McNally
Editor

F

or more than 135 years, the Knights of
Columbus has been dedicated to service,
faith and brotherhood. Founded by Father
Michael J. McGivney in New Haven,
Conn., the organization has become the world’s
largest Catholic fraternal society with 15,900
councils and 1.9 million members around the
globe.
In 2017, the Knights of Columbus set a new
all-time record in charitable donations by raising
a total of $185,652,989. The organization’s charitable activities include a wide variety of local,
national and international projects where members
can put their faith into action.
Charities unique to the Knights include the
Christian Refugee Relief Fund, Disaster Relief,
Ultrasound Initiative and Coats for Kids. They
also partner with international charities, including
Special Olympics, the Global Wheelchair Mission
and Habitat for Humanity.
The momentum continues as membership
keeps growing. Last year, the Knights of Columbus launched an e-membership platform for men
over the age of 18 to join online. After completing
the application and paying the dues, the applicant
can then transfer to a local council and become
more involved.
Robert Hatler, state deputy of the New Jersey
Knights of Columbus, said that the online application helped to bolster a more diverse group of
members.
“The e-membership has been successful for
us here in New Jersey. In the last year, we have
had well over 200 members apply online,” Hatler
explained. “The average member of the Knights
of Columbus is 62 or 63. The average age of the
men who applied online was 45. There has been a
dramatic influx of younger men going through the

e-membership process.”
Hatler said he believes young men join because they see all the good the organization does
for people. The Knights of Columbus is visible at
many local events, which helps create awareness.
“People see us honoring firefighters, they see us
at parades and at the March for Life. Young people who are interested in helping others see us at
these events and it spurs interest. We try to incorporate everyone,” he said.
Hatler has been a member of the Knights of

Columbus for almost 48 years. “I joined to play
softball,” he admitted with a laugh. While attending the University of Tennessee at Martin, Hatler
said the Knights encouraged young people to join
and play in their softball league. “The rest is history,” he noted.
After college, Hatler transferred to his local
council at his home parish, Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus in Wallington. He recalled handing out
baskets of food to those in need and helping coContinued on page 6
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Holy Angels teachers visit Mexican border

A group of educators from the
Academy of the Holy Angels in Demarest spent their February break
at Arizona’s border with Mexico.
They worked side-by-side with the
School Sisters of Notre Dame, Holy
Angels founders and sponsors, witnessing firsthand circumstances at
the border.
“As I met many migrant families at the kitchens and shelters in
Nogales, Mexico, I affirmed what
I had long suspected about the
nature of our border crisis. It is a
crisis of desperate men, women and
children who seek better lives, and
find still more suffering at our border,” teacher Anna May Thurchak
reflected.
“We visited La Roca, a small
shelter with meager accommodations for asylum-seeking migrants,”
Thurchak added. “We were cheerfully greeted by all the people staying there. A small boy, maybe four
or five years old, hugged each of us
in turn. He was positively thrilled
with the stuffed duck we gave him.
That smiling child’s face is etched
in my mind. He is the crisis at the
border. It shames me to know that
our country adds to his family’s suffering, rather than mitigating it.”
The School Sisters in Douglas,
Ariz., sponsored the trip as part of
their Mission Awareness Process
journey so others can learn about
their many ministries. Those who
visit Douglas learn about people
who risk their lives trying to cross
the border, as well as the work of
people who enforce immigration

Submitted photo

Members of the Academy of the Holy Angels community pray at the wall that separates Arizona and
Mexico.
law. Visitors also meet with people
assisting migrants who are returned
to Mexico and learn about projects
offered to them.
The group from Holy Angels
prayed at the wall that has separated Agua Prieta, Mexico, from
Douglas for several years. They
also participated in a cross planting
and a vigil to remember those who
have died trying to enter the United
States. About 50 people attended.
Each person was given crosses with
names on them.
“The crosses were laid on the
sidewalk after the names were read,

and it was such a powerful moment
to see all the crosses laying on the
sidewalk stretching for over two
blocks,” said Holy Angels Campus
Minister Maryanne Miloscia.
She said the crosses that
touched her the most were those
marked “not identified.” “It is
heartbreaking to think of the many
family members who do not have
closure as to what happened to their
family members. I can’t imagine as a mother not knowing what
happened to your child,” Miloscia
said. “We learned earlier in the day
that, at first, crosses said ‘descon-

ocido’ (unknown), but now have
been changed to ‘no identificado’
because they are known to God,
just not identified. What a beautiful
sentiment.”
Laura Kraytem, Italian language
teacher at Holy Angels, reflected on
the experience saying she “saw the
face of God” in the migrants at the
border. “I feel privileged to stand in
solidarity. I am committed to telling
the stories of all I saw, and I thank
the School Sisters at the border for
their work with the migrants and
the knowledge and awareness they
gave me.”
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Senate committee approves
assisted suicide bill
Legislation that would create a process for terminally ill patients with less
than six months to live to seek medical assistance to end their lives was approved by the Senate Health Committee Feb. 7.
The bill (S-1072), entitled the Medical Aid in Dying for the Terminally Ill
Act, would allow adults who have the capacity to make health care decisions
and who have been determined by their physicians to be terminally ill to obtain medication that the patients may self-administer to end their lives.
The Senate Health, Human Services & Senior Citizens Committee vote
was 6-3. The bill now heads to the full Senate and Assembly. Washington,
D.C. and seven states—California, Colorado, Hawaii, Montana, Oregon, Vermont and Washington—have implemented this medical practice.
The bill would require patients suffering from a terminal disease to first
verbally request a prescription from their attending physician, followed by a
second verbal request at least 15 days later. The attending physician would
have to offer the patient a chance to rescind the request.
A consulting physician would then be called upon to certify the original
diagnosis and reaffirm the patient is capable of making a decision. It would
also require one request in writing signed by two witnesses.
Catholic groups, including The New Jersey Catholic Conference (NJCC),
are firmly against the bill. The NJCC represents the Catholic bishops of New
Jersey on matters of public policy and serves as a liaison to governmental
agencies and institutions. Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., is president of
the group.
To find out how to contact legislators and oppose S-1072, visit
www.njcatholic.org/faith-in-action.
You can also call the Office of Legislative Services at 1-800-792-8630
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. to obtain the names and phone numbers of your
two assembly members and state senators.
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Bereavement ministry course oﬀered

The Ofﬁce of Family Life Ministries is offering a bereavement
ministry support training course that is currently open for registration. The eight-session program is designed for those who wish to
become facilitators for existing parish bereavement support groups
or for those who wish to begin a ministry at their parish. The course
can also beneﬁt those who minister to the bereaved.
Participants will gain an overview of loss, grief and mourning, current
theories and the process of healing. Basic counseling skills will be
taught related to listening and asking questions that facilitate healing.
Practical information will be given speciﬁc to ministering to the bereaved and starting up a parish-based support group. Grief in special
circumstances, how to assess risk and the need for referral will also
be taught.
Upon successful completion of the program, participants will become
bereavement support group facilitators for the Archdiocese of Newark. Two continuing education credits from Seton Hall University are
awarded with completion.
The 2.5-hour classes are being
offered on Thursday afternoons
or on Saturday mornings at the
Archdiocesan Center in Newark.
The Thursday sessions begin March
21 and the Saturday sessions begin
March 23. Tuition is $175 per participant.
For more information, contact
Lauren Egan at 973-497-4327 or
lauren.egan@rcan.org. Pre-registration is required; class size is limited.

SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Joshua” was saved from abortion and born
on 11/17/18. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant
women who call our hotline monthly. Your
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters

P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277
Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

BUSINESS CARD
DIRECTORY

Advertise your business/service in an
upcoming issue of New Jersey Catholic/
The Catholic Advocate
for costs, sizes and deadline

CALL: MARGE
at (973) 497-4201
EMAIL: pearsoma@rcan.org
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#1 Name Brand Adjustable Bed!

Adjustable Beds

Trusted Over 40 Years!

Available In All Mattress Types
Including Our New
Cool Gel Memory Foam
A Craftmatic® Bed with optional heat & massage
may provide temporary relief from:

• Low Back Pain
• Nighttime Heartburn
• Edema or Swelling
• Mild Arthritis
of the Legs
• Minor Aches & Pains due to
muscular fatigue or overexertion • Symptoms of Hiatus Hernia
& Gastric Reflux

Discover Craftmatic®For Less!

50Less

Up to

%

Than The Leading Memory Foam Brand

RATED #1
by Consumers Nationwide on

.com

For Prices & Free Information:

844-409-6366
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Summary of the presentations at the meeting
for ‘The Protection of Minors in the Church’

In a summit that began with
listening to the survivors of sexual
abuse by clergy, the presidents of
bishops’ conferences focused on
three areas of concern: Responsibility, Accountability and Transparency.
Three speakers presented commentary on each of the concerns during
the summit held Feb. 21-24 at the
Vatican.The bishops then gathered in
small groups for discussion following each presentation.
On the first day, Cardinal Luis
Antonio G. Tagle of Manila stressed
the importance of taking Responsibility for the bishops’ role in the
scandal: “Our lack of response to
the suffering of victims, even to
the point of rejecting them, and in
covering up the scandal to protect
perpetrators and the institution, has
injured our people, leaving a deep
wound in our relationship with those
we are sent to serve.” Also addressing the assembly regarding Responsibility on day one were Adjunct
Secretary of the Congregation for

the Doctrine of the Faith, Archbishop Charles Scicluna of Malta and
Cardinal Rubén Salazar Gómez of
Bogota.
On the second day, Cardinal
Blasé Cupich of Chicago addressed
the role Accountability has in responding to sexual abuse by clergy
and presented, “procedures that
equip a synodal Church to hold
bishops involved in misconduct and
mishandling accountable.” Cardinal
Cupich also offered a strong argument for “the involvement of lay
experts to assist from this point forward is for the good of the process
and the value of transparency.” Cardinal Oswald Gracias, archbishop
of Bombay, and Dr. Linda Ghisoni,
undersecretary of the Dicastery for
the Laity, Family and Life, also offered commentary on the importance
of Accountability.
On the final day of presentations, three speakers offered varied
perspectives on the importance
of Transparency. Sister Veronica

Do you or a loved one
struggle on the stairs?
MENTION THIS AD FOR
THE PURCHASE OF A NEW
ACORN STAIRLIFT!

Openibo, S.H.C.J., of Nigeria, the
first woman religious to address a
bishops’ gathering, offered ideas for
a way forward after asking the bishops, “Why did we keep silent for so
long?” Cardinal Reinhard Marx of
Germany revealed that the Church
has destroyed documents in the past
and concluded, “It is not transparency that damages the Church, but
rather the acts of abuse committed,
the lack of transparency or the ensuing cover-up.” Dr. Valentina Alazraki, Mexican journalist and correspondent for Noticieros Televisa at
the Vatican since 1974, challenged
the bishops to “report things when
you know them. ... It is the only
way, if you want us to believe you
when you say, ‘From now on we
will no longer tolerate cover-ups.’”
The three days of presentations
and discussion concluded with a Penitential Liturgy on Saturday evening
and a Eucharistic Concelebration
with Pope Francis on Sunday. At
the end of Mass, the pope present-

ed guidelines for moving forward
for the bishops, concluding, “From
today, the Church’s aim will thus be
to hear, watch over, protect and care
for abused, exploited and forgotten
children, wherever they are.”

Guidelines to fight abuse
Building upon the World Health
Organization’s “Seven Strategies for
Ending Violence against Children,”
Pope Francis identified eight areas to
guide the Church in developing her
legislation for the fight against abuse
to “turn this evil into an opportunity
for purification.” Below are excerpts
from the guidelines.
1. The protection of children.
“The primary goal of every measure
must be to protect the little ones.
A change of mentality is needed
to combat a defensive and reactive
approach to protecting the institution and to pursue the good of the
community by giving priority to the
victims of abuse in every sense.”
Continued on page 27

Call today to connect with a

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
A Place for Mom has helped over a million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:
and COPD
ü Arthritis
sufferers
with mobility
ü Those
issues
who struggles
ü Anyone
on the stairs

CALL US TOLL-FREE NOW

1-866-814-8563
*Terms and Conditions apply. Call for details. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB
198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT
ELV 0425003-R5.

There’s no cost to you!

(888) 653-4866

! We’re paid by our partner communities

Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling
author, former host of Good Morning
America and senior living advocate.
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St. Leo School in Elmwood Park joined public schools in the area on Feb. 22 to show support for the borough’s firefighters who responded
to the devastating fire that destroyed Marcal Paper Mills. The nine-alarm fire began in the late afternoon of Jan. 30 and 400 firefighters, most
of them volunteers, from 50 northern New Jersey towns responded to the fire that left about 500 people unemployed. A representative from
each parent-teacher organization of the six schools in Elmwood Park organized the day of recognition. Students wore their school colors
and donated $2 toward a brunch in appreciation for the local heroes. Bracelets with #EPStrong and apparel are also being sold to help raise
money. “Not only are we a Catholic school with great academics, we also believe in service,” Principal Elizabeth Ventola said to the firefighters. “You epitomize that for us, so we want to say thank you very much.”

Immaculate Conception Seminary School of Theology

Grow
in your
Faıth
Graduate theology
courses available
this summer

Apply now for a Master of Arts in Theology
or a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry.
Inquire today for a preview of an upcoming
graduate course.

For details and application information,
e-mail theology@shu.edu, call (973) 761-9633 or visit

www.shu.edu/advocate-courses

INTERESTED IN MAKING
THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE???

“Keep up the good work you are
doing. I pray that God may flood your
soul with His spirit and life, so that
you may radiate His love to all you
meet.” From Mother Teresa’s letter to
Kathy DiFiore dated December 8, 1988

Several Sources has been in existence for 38 years sheltering
mothers and their “saved” babies, managing a Sonogram Center
where over a 1,000 babies’ lives have been saved, helping
Special Families in need, and also a Daytime Homeless Shelter.
We currently have a SENIOR LEVEL MANAGEMENT
POSITION (COO) opening reporting directly to the President.
Responsible for Annual Financial reporting, Nonprofit
Fundraising including Donor Development and Grant Writing,
etc. Details upon request.
“You help young mothers to
choose life, following the example
of the Blessed Virgin who
chose to bear the Christ Child.”

(Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic
Nuncio from his letter to Several Sources
dated December 29, 2017)

Qualified Candidates should contact:
Rick Kilcoyne, Volunteer Search Consultant
rkilcoyne@cmkselect.com
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Knights of Columbus
Continued from page 1

ordinate events benefiting people
with disabilities. Over the years, he
climbed the ranks of the organization, becoming a local officer, Grand
Knight and district deputy. He has
been in the Fourth Degree Knights
of Columbus for 36 years, the highest degree of the order. The primary
purpose of the Fourth Degree is to
foster the spirit of patriotism and
to encourage active Catholic citizenship. In 2017, he became state
deputy. In September 2018, he was
invested into the Equestrian Order of
the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.
As state deputy, Hatler oversees
the 360 Knights of Columbus councils in New Jersey, “from Mahwah
to Cape May,” and about 63,000
members. “The local councils generally manage themselves and do
outreach for the community. We,
as state officers, help manage their
resources, assist in financial aspects
and develop programs,” he explained. “We funnel ideas from the
New Haven headquarters, including
how to increase local membership,
and we communicate with pastors
and chaplains.”
He stressed that the local councils lead the grassroots efforts and
reach out to the community to make

programs successful. “I believe that
the local councils make the Knights
of Columbus what they are—they do
all the work,” Hatler said.
The position as state deputy lasts for two years. On March
31, the New Jersey State Council
Knights of Columbus will host a
testimonial dinner at The Graycliff
in Moonachie to honor Hatler and
his wife of 44 years, Maryann. “The
event is a way for the Knights to say
‘thank you’ for serving the organization,” he stated. Hatler will also
get to express his gratitude for all his
years of service. “The last 10 years
as a state officer have been very important to me.”
After working in the federal
government for more than 40 years,
Hatler officially retired in 2012 and
traveled all across the state for his
responsibilities with the Knights.
During his tenure, he has helped
spearhead the fundraising efforts
to pay for and install 30 ultrasound
machines in pregnancy centers
throughout the state. Through the
initiative, the Knights of Columbus
work together to purchase the ultrasound machines. After the state and/
or local council raises 50 percent of
the cost, the Knights of Columbus

Submitted photos

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., with Robert Hatler, state deputy
of the New Jersey Knights of Columbus.
Supreme Council provides the other
50 percent.
Hatler also helped raise money
for young men studying for the
priesthood at Immaculate Conception Seminary. “I feel it is really
important to support our priests
any way we can,” he said. “If you
are a Catholic, there is no reason
why you shouldn’t to be a member
of the Knights of Columbus. The
Knights are the right arm of the

Catholic Church.”
Although he will no longer serve
as state deputy, Hatler will continue
to serve his local council in Wallington. “I live about 5 or 10 minutes
away from the council. Other past
state deputies have served on the
board of directors and helped out
other officers. I’m not riding off
into the sunset, I will still be here to
help,” he explained.

For more information on the Knights of Columbus,
including membership, visit www.njkofc.org/join-us.

Every two years, the current and past state officers of the New Jersey Knights of Columbus invite all
the local ordinaries in the state to a private “thank you” dinner. This year, the event was held Feb. 26
at Nanina’s in the Park. Left to right: State Advocate Ray Sands; State Treasurer Jim Stoever; Robert
Hatler; Cardinal Tobin; retired State Chaplain Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski; State Secretary Vincent
Tavormina; and State Warden Jim Sweeney. Seated in front is retired Bishop Charles J. McDonnell,
chaplain emeritus of the New Jersey Knights of Columbus.

Robert Hatler at the Trenton
March for Life in 2013.
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Obituaries

A

Sister Margaret Mary
Fitzgibbon, S.C.

Memorial Mass was
held March 3 at Holy
Family Chapel in Convent
Station for Sister Margaret
Mary Fitzgibbon, S.C., 86,
who died Jan. 21.
Formerly Sister Mary Madonna,
Sister Margaret Mary entered the
Sisters of Charity on June 24, 1949,
and was a member for 69 years. She
was an educator in Florida, Mississippi, Washington, as well as in
Mexico and Chile.
Sister Margaret Mary served
in the archdiocese as a teacher at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel School,
Ridgewood; Our Lady of Victories
School, Harrington Park; Our Lady
of Sorrows School, South Orange; St.
Rose of Lima School, Newark; and
St. Mary High School, Jersey City.

Sister John Catherine Arnold, O.P.

A

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Feb. 19 at Mount
Saint Mary College in Newburgh,
N.Y., for Sister John Catherine Arnold, O.P., 87, who died Feb. 12.
Sister John Catherine entered the
Dominican Sisters of Hope in 1951
and made final vows in 1956.
From 1985-2003, she served
as director of St. Nicholas School
in Palisades Park. She was an educator throughout New York for
decades. She resided at St. Catherine of Siena Convent in Caldwell
before her death.

Sister Marie Murphy, O.P.

A

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated
Feb. 22 at St. Catherine of
Siena Convent in Caldwell
for Sister Marie Murphy,
O.P., 94, who died Feb. 18.
Born in Bayonne, Sister Marie
entered the Dominican Sisters of
Caldwell on Feb. 27, 1947, and
made her final profession on Sept.
6, 1954.
Sister Marie served as a teacher
at St. John School, Jersey City; St.
Cassian School, Upper Montclair;
and St. Paul the Apostle School,
Irvington. She also taught at Mount
Saint Dominic Academy in Caldwell
and was treasurer at Mount Saint
Dominic Grade School.

Sister Catherine Reilly, O.P.

A

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated
Feb. 22 at St. Catherine of
Siena Convent in Caldwell
for Sister Catherine Reilly,
O.P., 82, who died Feb. 18.
Born in Jersey City, Sister Catherine entered the Dominican Sisters
of Caldwell on Aug. 15, 1954, and
made her final profession on July
2, 1962.
She received certification in supervision from Seton Hall University and certification in marriage and
family therapy from the American
Institute of Marriage and Family.
Some of Sister Catherine’s assignments in the Archdiocese of
Newark included: Sacred Heart
School, Lyndhurst, teacher; Our
Lady of Lourdes School, Mountainside, teacher; The Academy of Our
Lady of Peace, New Providence,
teacher; Caldwell College, instructor and board of trustees; St. Aloysius School, Caldwell, teacher; Holy
Spirit School, Union, teacher; St.
Mary High School, Rutherford, vice
principal; St. Joseph School, West
Orange, principal; Archdiocese of
Newark, Office of Family Life,
associate director; Lacordaire Academy, Upper Montclair, high school
guidance director and dean of admissions; St. Rose of Lima, Short
Hills, marriage and family therapist
and bereavement specialist.

Sister Roberta Mary Rooney, S.C.

A

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated Feb. 26 at Holy Family
Chapel in Convent Station
for Sister Roberta Mary
Rooney, S.C., 90, who died Feb. 21.
Sister Roberta Mary entered
the Sisters of Charity on March 24,
1947, and was a member for 71
years. She served as a teacher in
Connecticut and Massachusetts. She
also taught at the following archdiocesan schools: Sacred Heart, Vailsburg; Holy Trinity, Hackensack; and
St. Patrick, Jersey City.
She was provincial secretary
at the Northern Province House in
Hackensack. Sister Roberta Mary
was also an administrative assistant
in the Archdiocese of Newark from
1985 to 1988.
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Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., is
scheduled to appear at the following
upcoming events:
Saturday, March 16
9 a.m. St. Patrick’s Day Mass
St. Patrick and Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish, Elizabeth
4 p.m. Catholic Men’s
Conference Mass
Seton Hall University,
South Orange
Tuesday, March 26
8:30 a.m. 2019 National
Child & Youth Protection
Leadership Conference
Crowne Plaza, Cherry Hill
2 p.m. Keynote speaker at
Camden Diocese’s Convocation of Catholic Leaders
Harrah’s, Atlantic City
Thursday, March 28
7:30 p.m. “Create in Me a
Clean Heart, O God” Lenten
prayer service
Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark
Friday, March 29
10 a.m. 300th anniversary of
the founding of the De La Salle
Christian Brothers
Christian Brothers Academy,
Lincroft
Saturday, March 30
10 a.m. Mass for outstanding
Catholic school graduates in
Essex & Union counties
Sacred Heart Chapel, St. John
Paul II Youth Center, Kearny

Sister Regina Marie
Wilson, I.H.M.

A

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated
Feb. 26 at Our Lady of Peace Residence in Scranton, Pa., for Sister Regina Marie Wilson, I.H.M., 84, who
died Feb. 21.
She entered the Sisters, Servants
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Tuesday, April 9
7 p.m. “Welcoming the Stranger” talk
Mount St. Mary House of Prayer,
Watchung
Thursday, April 11
9:30 a.m. Lenten Mass &
school visit
Roselle Catholic High School
Sunday, April 14
10 a.m. Palm Sunday Mass (in
Spanish)
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Monday, April 15
8 p.m. Chrism Mass
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Thursday, April 18
7:30 p.m. Holy Thursday
Liturgy
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Friday, April 19
3 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Saturday, April 20
8:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass
(Holy Saturday)
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Sunday, April 21
12:30 p.m. Easter Sunday Mass
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark
Congregation on Sept. 8, 1954, and
made her final profession of vows
on Aug. 3, 1960.
Sister Regina Marie served as an
educator throughout Pennsylvania,
New York, Connecticut and Maryland. In the Archdiocese of Newark,
she served as assistant superintendent in the Schools Office from
1989 to 1995.
Continued on page 27
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Submitted photos

Some 900 faithful from across the Archdiocese of Newark gathered
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart Feb. 17 to celebrate
Mass in honor of Black History Month. Among those in attendance
were members of the Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary,
the largest and oldest predominantly African-American lay Catholic
organization, and the Knights of St. John. Celebrated by Cardinal
Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., the Mass was sponsored by the archdiocese’s African American, African and Caribbean Apostolate coordinated by Father Emeka Okwuosa, S.D.V.
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Submitted photos

On Feb. 2, the Feast of the Presentation, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.,
rededicated the Church of the Presentation in Upper Saddle River. The parish
recently completed a 3,000-square-foot gathering area joining together the original
church and adjoining auditorium as part of an 8,000-square-foot renovation and
building project. The cardinal also blessed statutes outside the building depicting
the presentation of Jesus in the temple.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR LIFE!
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Boy Scouts help renovate Mercy House chapel
By Melissa McNally
Editor

T

he chapel at Mercy House
in Newark is getting refurbished thanks to a group
of Boy Scouts. Sal Ciotti,
a member of Boy Scout Troop 64 in
Dumont, is spearheading the project
as a way to earn a higher rank as an
Eagle Scout.
“My dad and I are friends with
Cheryl Riley (director of the Respect Life Office). She suggested
the idea. I knew it was for a great
cause, and I was 100 percent on
board,” Sal said.
Located at the former Blessed
Sacrament Parish Convent, the mission of Mercy House is to provide
a welcoming space for individuals
and families in need, as well as provide emotional support and healing
for those dealing with addiction,
abusive relationships, an unplanned
pregnancy or abortion. The facility
officially opened last June.
Sal’s project first had to be approved by his troop and the Northern New Jersey Council of the Boy

Scouts. Since getting the go-ahead,
for the past two months, he and his
fellow scouts, along with a few volunteers from his home parish of St.
John the Evangelist in Bergenfield,
have been making the trip to Newark
on weekends to repair the chapel.
Originally built in the 1920s,
the chapel needed a lot of work, according to Sal’s father and assistant
scoutmaster Tom Ciotti. Volunteers
have removed all the carpet and
furniture, replaced sheetrock and
helped repair water-damaged walls.
The team still has to spackle, sand
and paint all of the walls and the
ceiling.
“It’s amazing to see how they
work,” Tom Ciotti said. “The purpose of the Eagle Scout project is
to teach them leadership skills. As
a father, it can be kind of hard to sit
back and watch your son take the
lead.”
Sal, a freshman at Dumont High
School, has been in the Boy Scouts
since the first grade. “I’m a doer. I
like to be hands-on and do everything I can to help. With this project,
I had to learn to delegate, which can

Submitted photo

Sal Ciotti helped repair the area surrounding one of the stainedglass windows at Mercy House.
be difficult for me,” he said. “It’s
not just the repairs, there’s so much
planning involved. I have to send
emails, account for supplies and figure out transportation for the group.”
To offset the cost of the project,
the scouts are in talks to have gallons of paint donated and have had

Come & See

a stained-glass window company
offer to do minor repair work for
free. Troop 64 is also hosting an ice
skating fundraiser for the project
on March 22 at 7 p.m. at John T.
Wright Arena in Englewood. For
more information, contact Sal Ciotti
at 201-385-7424.

NEWARKPRIEST.COM
@NEWARKPRIEST.COM

An Evening at the Seminary
RSVP by calling 973-313-6190
or email info@newarkpriest.com

MEN IN HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE

MEN 21-35

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Thursday, April 11, 2019

5:00PM at Saint Andrew College Seminary
571 Centre St., South Orange, NJ
Mass, Dinner, Discussion, Parents Welcome!

7:30PM at Immaculate Conception Seminary
Seton Hall University 400 South Orange Ave., South Orange
Refreshments, Seminary Tours, Prayer

A LENTEN PRAYER SERVICE
SERVICE
For the

SURVIVORS of SEXUAL ABUSE
and for the
CHURCH

Image courtesy of Chestnut Hill College

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God

CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.SS.R.,

will lead the Archdiocese of Newark in Prayer
For healing, reconciliation, and justice;
For solidarity with the victims; for solidarity in the Church.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019  7:30 PM
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, NJ

www.rcan.org
www.rcan.org

All are encouraged to gather as one.

$5&+',2&(6(

RI1(:$5.
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Reflecting on Lent
By Father Gerald J. Buonopane

“H

ere I go again, another Lent. Am I
ready?” Such can
be my thinking
at the start of Lent (and Advent
as well). Each year, I begin Lent
with the hope that I do not just
go through the motions of this
rather short liturgical season, but
truly embrace it day-to-day, that
it doesn’t get away from me, and
that, at its end, I will have something wonderful to show for it in
my spiritual life.
Lent is our annual spiritual check-up, a time to look deep
within ourselves, to amend our
sinful ways and draw closer to
God. Lent reminds us that God
isn’t finished with us yet. The
ashes we are marked with at the
start of Lent say we are works in
progress. We are on the road of
conversion, open to being better,
more faithful Catholic Christians.
Yes, here we go again with
prayer, fasting and abstinence,
and almsgiving—the three tradi-

tional practices of Lent.
We should ask ourselves,
“How is my prayer life? Do I
pray every day or only at Sunday Mass?” Prayer is a privileged time to speak directly with
our Almighty God, one-on-one.
God wants us to speak with Him
and He always has our ear. He is
not distracted like we can be in
prayer. He is not thinking about
what He will be doing later in the
day after we are done with Him.
May we embrace and enhance
our prayer life this Lent. Don’t
we have much to pray for? Pray
for the healing of the Church in

Rev. Gerald J. Buonopane

Living Our Faith

the wake of the clergy sex abuse
scandal, pray for healing of the
victims of abuse, pray for our
families, for youth, for peace in
our world, and so on.
We may usually think of Lent
as a time for giving up something. If we do give up something, may it be a hard thing to

do, like giving up a particular
food we love (goodbye chocolate
chip cookies). Or, in place of a
food, try giving up pride, jealousy, cynicism, gossip, impatience,
regrets or hurts of the past, fighting God’s will, and a real hard
one (for me)—worry and anxiety.
And, while we are at it, maybe

we can be less dependent on our
cell phones.
Jesus teaches that giving alms
means making the needs of others
our own, especially those most
in need—the young, the elderly,
the sick and suffering, the grieving, the lonely and lost. Whether
we give something material, like
food to the hungry, a blanket to
a homeless person, or our time,
may we be a cheerful giver.
May our embrace of the Lenten practices be humble and holy.
As Jesus teaches (Matthew 6),
don’t let it all be about ourselves
so others see how good we are.
Let Lent truly be about our conversion, a time of coming home to
God and staying home with Him
for good (like the Prodigal Son).
May this Lent be a most prayerful time in which we convince
ourselves finally, as we read in John
6:68, “Jesus, where else can I go?
You have the words of eternal life.”
If our Lent is good and fruitful, it
will lead to a most joyful Easter.
Happy Lent, everyone!
Father Gerald J. Buonopane,
Ph.D., is assistant professor in the
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Seton Hall University.

Join us for the 14th Annual

Divine Mercy
CONFERENCE
April 6, 2019

Fr. Michael
Mitchell, LC
Mass Celebrant

Msgr. James
Lisante

Sister Donata
Farbaniec

Fr. Herald Joseph
Brock, CFR

Jim White

Christopher
Sparks

9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Cardinal Spellman H.S. • Bronx, NY
FEATURED SPEAKER:

ABBY JOHNSON
Former Planned
Parenthood Director

Author of Unplanned
in theaters March 29
FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION:

TheDivineMercy.org/bronx • 1-800-462-7426
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March 16
Catholic Men’s Commission,
Archdiocese of Newark, Catholic
Men’s Conference, Seton Hall
University, South Orange, 8 a.m.4 p.m., $25, register at www.
rcanmenscommission.org.

March 20
Caldwell University, annual
Founders Day celebration with
“A Woman’s Bible for the 21st
Century” presentation by Dr.
Marie Mullaney, 11 a.m., call Julie
Kajouras at 973-618-3922.

March 21
Caldwell University, “Cardinal
Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI)
on the Eucharist” presented by
Lauren Pristas, Ph.D., 4:30 p.m.,
call 973-618-3931.

March 24
St. Walburga Monastery
Church, Elizabeth, “The Church:
Crisis and Call,” a Lenten lecture
presented by Rev. Msgr. Raymond
Kupke, archivist of the Diocese
of Paterson, 2:30 p.m., followed
by refreshments and 4:30 p.m.
vespers, call 908-352-4278 ext.
616 or email
benedictinesisters@bensisnj.org.
Archdiocesan Shrine of St.
John Paul II, Linden, 10 Miles
with Jesus, Walking Stations of
the Cross to Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart in Newark, 10
a.m., call 201-220-1949 or email
info@10mileswithJesus.org.

March 29
Respect Life Ofﬁce, Archdiocese
of Newark, 2019 Day of Enrichment Workshop, at Archdiocesan
Center in Newark, discussion
centers on how to help men and
women overcome addiction and
experience the road to recovery,
9 a.m.-1 p.m., lunch provided,
RSVP by March 22, call Patricia
Decker at 973-497-4348 or email
patricia.decker@rcan.org.

March 30
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish,
Bloomﬁeld, day retreat for men
and women through the lens
of the “Yellow Brick Road,”
presented by Anna Graziano,

9 a.m.-3 p.m., $10, call Anna at
973-338-9538.

March 31
Our Lady of the Lake Parish,
Verona, collecting gently used
girls and boys communion outﬁts
and accessories for “Blest 2 B
Dressed,” deadline for dropping
off clothing is March 31, distribution dates are April 6 and April
13 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., email
blest2bdressed@ollverona.org or
call 973-239-5696.

April 4
Seton Hall University, South
Orange, Catholic Studies Program presents “The Ukrainian
Catholic Church: A Repository
of the National Identity,” from
11 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Chancellor’s
Suite, call Gloria Aroneo at 973275-2808 or email
gloria.aroneo@shu.edu.

April 5
St. Michael School, Cranford,
spring market, ﬁsh fry and
book fair, ﬁsh and chips dinner
prepared by Kilkenney House,
takeout available, 7-9:30 p.m., $20
for adults/$10 for children, call
908-276-9425 or email
saint.michael@verizon.net.

March 13, 2019

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
2019 LENTEN REGULATIONS

1. The days of both fast and abstinence during
Lent are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. If
possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday
night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death of the
Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to
celebrate more readily His resurrection. The other Fridays of Lent
are days of abstinence.
On a day of fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted, and two (2)
smaller meals, which, if added together, would not exceed the
main meal in quantity.
Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those who have
reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of abstinence.
2. The obligation to observe the laws of fast and abstinence “substantially,” or as a whole, is a serious obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year outside of Lent are designated as days
of penance, but each individual may substitute for the traditional
abstinence from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial
as penance.
4. The time for fulﬁlling the paschal precept (Easter duty*) extends
from the First Sunday of Lent, March 10, 2019, to the Solemnity of
the Most Holy Trinity, June 16, 2019.
*Canon 920, §1. All the faithful, after they have been initiated into the Most Holy
Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of receiving Communion at least once a year.

April 6
The Religious Sisters Filippini,
Villa Walsh, Morristown, Oasis
2019: Day of Prayer for Women,
featuring “Weaving a Tapestry of
Holiness” with Avis Clendenen,
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., $15, RSVP by
March 20, call Sister Elaine Bebyn,
M.P.F., at 973-538-2886 ext. 143
or email srelaine@villawalsh.org.

April 12
Queen of Peace Parish, North
Arlington, An Evening of Music
and Reﬂection with liturgical
composer Dan Schutte, 7 p.m.
$10 per person/$25 for a family,
call 201-997-0700.
St. Michael School, Cranford,
Designer Bag Bingo & Tricky Tray,
at the Kenilworth VFW, doors
open at 5 p.m., calling begins at 7
p.m., $25 admission includes 10
games of bingo, call 908276-9425 or email
saint.michael@verizon.net.

Advocate photo-Jonathan Azzara

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., marked the beginning of Lent
by celebrating Ash Wednesday Mass at St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral
in downtown Newark on March 6. Hundreds attended the noontime
Mass and received ashes signaling the start of the season of fasting,
almsgiving and prayer.

April 23

April 28

Serra International, Cardinal’s
Vocation Dinner, at Nanina’s
in the Park, reception 6 p.m.,
dinner 7 p.m., $115 per person,
call Rose Marie Deehan at
973-762-6180 or email
rjdeehan@gmail.com.

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart, Newark, 50th Wedding
Anniversary Mass, honoring couples in the archdiocese celebrating
50 years of Christian marriage in
2019, liturgy celebrated by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R, 3 p.m.,
contact your local parish.

HEART OF A PRIEST

RELIC PILGRIMAGE OF
ST. JEAN VIANNEY’S
INCORRUPT HEART

CATHEDRAL BASILICA
OF THE SACRED HEART
89 Ridge Street, Newark, NJ 07104

Friday, May 3
Veneration
9:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Liturgical Schedule
9:45 AM Morning Prayer
10:00 AM Confessions
12 Noon Rosary
1:45 PM Midafternoon Prayer
3:00 PM Chaplet of Divine Mercy
(Chaplet with relic in Cathedral Crypt)

5:00 PM Confessions
7:00 PM Holy Mass

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin will
celebrate Mass with the relic present.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
IN SOLIDARITY WITH OUR PRIESTS
kofc.org/vianney

#HeartofaPriest

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

March 13, 2019

uring this challenging time for our Church, it is
imperative for every leader in the Catholic Church
to recognize that action is crucial. As part of our
response to recent events and reports of the failure
of some Church leaders in the past to protect the most vulnerable
among us, I intend to do all I can to restore justice, promote healing,
and enact structures of accountability and transparency—including
financial accountability and transparency—within the Archdiocese of
Newark. It is my commitment to build on new efforts and to continue to improve upon them.
Following a long-standing archdiocesan tradition, I share with the faithful a summary of the financial condition of the
Chancery Office as of the conclusion of the last two fiscal years ending June 30, 2017 and 2018, respectively. A copy of
the complete financial report also is available on our website: www.rcan.org.
Grant Thornton, L.L.P., a nationally renowned accounting firm, audited this fiscal information following generally
accepted accounting principles. The firm issued an unqualified, or “clean” opinion that declares the financial
information it examined presents “fairly, in all material aspects, the financial position” of the Chancery Office.
Contributions that form the basis for this report come from three principal sources: the Sharing God’s Blessings Annual
Appeal, special gifts from the We Are Living Stones campaign and parish assessments.
Your generosity supports a broad range of needed and vital services, including education, general operations, health
care and social services, pastoral outreach, and a variety of other parish undertakings. Both the income and expenditures reflect the deep commitment of many individuals as well as parish communities in support of the mission of this
Archdiocese. Our Church is blessed with faithful parishioners who continue give generously.
All of us in the Archdiocesan Center recognize the importance of maintaining and developing services and programs in
support of efforts to live our faith in the parishes, schools and archdiocesan institutions.
I begin each day thanking Christ the Redeemer for selecting me as your shepherd and for your generous support
of His work.
Sincerely in Christ the Redeemer,
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

March 13, 2019

17

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark Chancery Office

CONDENSED FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Fiscal Years Ended June 30, 2018 and 2017

Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets
2017

2018
Cash and cash equivalents

$ 25,757,590

$ 25,850,212

13,464,888

12,706,130

Contributions receivable, net

8,211,495

12,466,173

Prepaid expenses and other assets

1,602,881

1,807,556

Mortgage receivable

2,067,595

2,981,647

Investments

506,435,893

475,601,929

Property and equipment, net

32,384,547

33,771,054

$ 589,924,889

$ 565,184,701

Accounts and loans receivable, net

TOTAL ASSETS

Statements of Activities and
Changes in Net Assets

2018

2017

LIABILITIES:
Accounts payable and accrued $
6,821,175
expenses
Accrued subsidies to affiliates
7,175,795
and other obligations
Amounts due to affiliates
426,805
(Parish Share)
Obligation due under split-interest
682,274
agreements
Custodial funds
306,119,142
Conditional asset retirement
obligations
2,340,287
TOTAL LIABILITIES
$ 323,565,478

2,170,384
$ 302,550,812

NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted net assets
Temporarily restricted net assets
Permanently restricted net assets
TOTAL NET ASSETS
$

84,712,129
66,439,367
111,482,393
$ 262,633,889

$ 5,559,133
7,892,751
838,680
879,706
285,210,158

84,871,583
70,245,316
111,242,512
266,359,411

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 589,924,889 $ 565,184,701

2018

2017

CHANGE IN UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS:
Operating support and revenue $ 51,440,788 $
Operating expenses
54,838,693
Decrease in unrestricted
net assets from operation
(3,397,905)
Non operating revenue
2,176,329
Gain on Sale of Properties
1,381,030
Increase in unrestricted
159,454
net assets
Increase in temporary restricted
3,805,949
net assets
(Decrease) increase in
permanently restricted net assets
(239,881)
Increase in net assets

51,423,104
52,635,661
(1,212,557)
14,057,308
12,844,751
5,793,351
3,175,394

3,725,522

21,813,496

262,633,889

240,820,393

NET ASSETS, END OF THE YEAR $ 266,359,411

$ 262,633,889

Net assets, beginning of the year

Statements of Cash Flows
2017

2018
Net cash provided (used) in
operating activities
Net cash used in investing
activities
Cash flow provided by
financing activities
Net (decrease) increase in cash
and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents,
beginning of the year
Cash and cash equivalents,
end of the year
Supplemental Data:
Mortgage receivable received
from sale of property

$ 23,500,581 $

20,193,159

(23,830,830)

(19,772,362)

237,627

5,638,687

(92,622)

6,059,484

25,850,212

19,790,728

$ 25,757,590 $

25,850,212

$ 1,360,000

$

-
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Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark Chancery Office

CONDENSED FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Fiscal Years Ended June 30, 2018 and 2017

2017

2018

Support and Revenue

Assessments
Archbishop Annual Appeal
Interest and Investment Income
Miscellaneous Revenues
Cemeteries Assessment
Campaign Contributions
Campaign - Work of Mercy
Endowment Fund Revenue

18,397,802
4,212,912
3,797,967
18,309,653
3,586,308
164,016
670,234
2,301,896

36%
5%
6%
29%
7%
1%
12%
4%

$ 51,440,788

100%

36%
8%
7%
36%
7%
0%
1%
5%
100%

$

$

18,510,436
2,488,299
3,313,854
14,731,052
3,652,063
611,958
5,924,425
2,191,017

$ 51,423,104

2017

2018

Operating Services

Program Services
Management and General
Fundraising

84%
13%
3%

$

45,888,505
7,085,524
1,864,664

79%
18%
3%

100%

$

54,838,693

100%

2018

$

$

41,648,412
9,243,184
1,744,065
52,635,661

2017

Program Services Detail
Pastoral
Healthcare and Social Services
Priestly Ministry and Formation
Education
Other
Public Affairs and Information Services

34%
14%
8%
31%
10%
3%

$

15,759,196
6,253,114
3,547,171
14,200,018
4,845,669
1,283,337

33%
13%
8%
31%
12%
3%

$

13,658,134
5,495,459
3,468,020
12,786,371
4,943,326
1,297,102

100%

$

45,888,505

100%

$

41,648,412

Advocate photos
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Fatally Flawed, Dangerous for Patients
New Jersey
URGENT! TAKE ACTION NOW!

ModeledSend
afteransimilar
in Oregon
email bylaws
visiting:
and Washington states, the misnamed
https://njcatholic.org/faith-in-action
“Aid
in Dying
for the
Terminally
Illat
You
can also
call the Office
of Legislative
Services
1-800-792-8630
Act” (A1504/S1072)
would actually
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. to obtain the names and
phone
numbers
of yoursuicide
two Assembly
Members
and
legalize
assisted
in New
Jersey.
State Senator. You will need to provide your town
and zip code when calling.

“Aid in Dying for the
Terminally Ill” Act
A1504/S1072

Would give a patient diagnosed with a terminal illness
and given a prognosis of less than six months to live, the
ability to request a lethal prescription to end his/her life. If
passed doctor-assisted suicide would become legal under
New Jersey law.

Suicide is always a tragedy
Reasons to Oppose A1504/S1072
Protections for patients from coercion are inadequate.
Assisted suicide laws are a recipe for elder abuse. Under these laws, a greedy heir or an abusive caregiver can
witness the request, pick up the drugs and either coerce a patient to take them or put them in the patient’s
food. Who would know if the drugs are freely taken?
No trained medical personnel are required to be present at the time the lethal drugs are taken or at the time
of death. In fact, there is no supervision or tracking of the drugs once they leave the pharmacy.
The definition of “terminal illness” is arbitrary and could include patients who are not dying, as has happened
in Oregon. Also, a six-month prognosis is extremely difficult to predict, with many patients living far beyond
the six months.
In Oregon and California – states which already allow assisted suicide –patients have been denied payment
for treatments to save their lives, but have been told that less costly, life-ending drugs would be covered. Insurance companies are in essence telling patients it is their duty to die. Life decisions should never be about
costs!
Although many terminally ill patients are clinically depressed, there is no requirement for the patient to have a
psychiatric analysis.
Inadequate pain control is NOT the primary reason why patients in Oregon and Washington request lethal
drugs. No pain relief consultation is required.
The patient’s family does not have to be notified about the patient’s impending death.

protect patients
the dangers
doctor-assisted suicide,
VoteVote
NO onNO
A1504/S1072
To protectTopatients
fromfrom
the dangers
ofofdoctor-assisted
suicide,
on A1504/S1072
For more infornmation,
visit: www.diometuchen.org/physician-assisted-suicide
For more information,
visit: www.noassistedsuicidenj.org

Retreats & Shrines
Divine Mercy celebration to be held April 28
22
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The New Jersey Center of Divine Mercy will host its 14th annual Bi-Lingual Divine Mercy celebration on April 28 at St. Rocco Church in Newark.
The day will consist of a Mass, healing service, Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and benediction. Veneration of the firstclass relic of St. Faustina and the Divine Mercy icon will also be available
throughout the day.
In July 2005, the merger of St. Ann and St. Rocco Parishes as Transfiguration Parish was approved and plans began to turn the St. Rocco site into
The New Jersey Center of Divine Mercy. The celebrations have attracted a
variety of parishioners, including those from within the local tri-state community and many international visitors from the Philippines, Canada and
Poland.
For more information on the celebration, contact Barbara Gode at 203605-9845 or email bgode@snet.net.

HOLY WEEK
DIRECTED RETREAT
April 14-21, 2019
HOLY WEEK
PREACHED SACRED
TRIDUUM RETREAT
April 17-21, 2019
Led by Rev. John
Mulreany,1S.J.6/21/18 11:
LUMEN CENTER AD ADVOCATE_Layout

For a complete schedule of all retreats and to register,
please call (973) 539-0740 or visit our website.

SISTERS OF SAINT DOMINIC

THE
LUMEN
CENTER
Join us for
Days of Reflection on
l prayer
l scripture
l global issues
l stewardship

See our web site for further
details on the wide range
of programs offered
1 Ryerson Avenue,, Caldwell, New Jersey

973.403.3331

Ext. 25

lumencenter@caldwellop.org
www.lumenctr.org

Photo courtesy of the New Jersey Center of Divine Mercy
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Shrine to honor St. Joseph Lumen Center hosting
with triduum of Masses
spring workshops
To honor the feast of St. Joseph, the Shrine of St. Joseph
in Stirling will hold a three-day celebration with multiple
events.
On March 17, a Mass will be dedicated to families of all
ages emphasizing “St. Joseph the Pillar of Families” at 5:30
p.m. in the shrine chapel. Fellowship and light refreshments
will follow in the auditorium. The Filipino Community will
host the event, and all are welcome to bring a dish to share.
On March 18, a “St. Joseph, Patron of Healing and Hope”
Mass will be celebrated at 7 p.m. This service will include an
anointing of the sick.
On March 19, the feast day, the shrine will honor its patron with Masses in the chapel at noon and 7 p.m. The evening Mass will be followed by a “St. Joseph’s Table” in the
auditorium, where all are invited to bring their favorite breads
and desserts to be blessed and shared.
The tradition of St. Joseph’s Table has its origins in Italy
from the Middle Ages. There was a severe drought, and the
people prayed for their patron, St. Joseph, to bring them rain.
If their prayers were answered, they would prepare a large
feast to honor him.
The Shrine of St. Joseph is located at 1050 Long Hill Rd.,
Stirling. Open seven days a week, the shrine welcomes people of all faiths. For more information, call 908-647-0208 or
visit www.stshrine.org.

The Lumen Center in Caldwell will sponsor several workshops
this month focused on prayer, study and action. Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Dominic and centered at the Caldwell Dominican Motherhouse, the Lumen Center offers programs including retreats and days
and evenings of reflection.
On March 16, Greg Mattison will present “Climate Change: What
Do We Know and What Can We Do?” at 10 a.m. In this discussion,
attendees will explore evidence and causes of climate change. The
event will also touch upon how these changes are affecting natural
and cultural systems and possible ways to mediate these effects. The
fee is $25-$35, and breakfast will be offered.
Paul Sansone will present “In Another Time: The Stations of the
Cross and Scripture” on March 19. Attendees will take a brief look
at the history of this devotion, to focus on the roots of the Stations in
their Scriptural context, and to briefly explore the role of imagination
in prayer in order to better understand how to interiorize the Gospel
stories. The event begins with dinner at 5:30 p.m. followed by the
presentation at 6:15 p.m. The cost is $25-$35.
On March 22, potter Ray Boswell will present a Lenten retreat.
Along with reflection and prayer, participants will work with clay and
connect the craft to spirituality. The event begins at 9:15 a.m. with
breakfast and includes two sessions at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Lunch will
be provided. The fee for the day is $45-$55.
For more information, call 973-403-3331 ext. 25, email lumencenter@caldwellop.org or visit www.lumenctr.org.

SAN ALFONSO RETREAT HOUSE
Theme for 2019
The Call to Holiness: Journeying with Christ
and others towards the fullness of life

755 Ocean Ave
Long Branch, NJ
www.sanalfonsoretreats.org
732-222-2731

Specialists in:

Pilgrimages

The Following “Great Experiences” In Travel Are Available:

Destinations

2019

IRELAND
POLAND

“Be holy, for I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44; cf. 1 Peter 1:16)
“Do not be afraid of holiness...” – Pope Francis, Rejoice and Be Glad
These retreats will invite you to reflect on your personal call to
holiness for the life of the world and fullness of life in Christ.

Weekend Retreats for Women each weekend in
March, April & May
Days of Prayer April 8 & May 20
Holy Week retreat April 17-21 (open to all)
Check our full schedule online
for more clergy, sisters and lay retreats

Spiritual Directors

May 12-20  . . . . . . . . . . Fr. David Milliken

May 13·20 . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Nicholas Bozza

CRUISE (Italy, Greece
Croatia, Malta)

May 19-June 1  . . . . . . . . Fr. Bill Mahon

HOLY LAND

July 10-18 . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Darwin Lastra

GREECE

BISHOPS PILGIMAGE
(Lourdes and Spain)

June 21-July 1 . . . . . . . . . Fr. Bob Colaresi, O.Carm.

JULY 8·17  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bp. Arthur Serratelli

FATIMA & PORTUGAL Nov. 9-16 . . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Joseph Mancini
ITALY (Padre Pio,
Rome, Assisi)

Nov. 15·23 . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Eugene Field

For A Detailed Brochure, Please Contact:

Great Experiences, Inc.
TELEPHONE: 201-825-3725

E-MAIL: anne@greatexperiencesnj.com
Great Experiences Specializes in Pilgrimages
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Students in the Engineering Design Process class at Mother Seton
Regional High School in Clark were recently challenged to design
their own game. The game had to be marketable and have specific requirements for playing time, size, packaging type and game
strategy. Each group then swapped games and they were tested for
effectiveness. In the above photo, students played “Senioritis,” where
the goal was to earn enough credits to graduate.

Make. Your. Mark.
ANNUAL 7th GRADE SHADOW DAY
Thursday, April 11, 2019

RSVP Required 973-744-1156 x12
www.lacordaireacademy.com
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superintendent of schools

EDUCATION OUTREACH

The Catholic school advantage

By Marie Chirico

I

t’s 8 a.m. and the school day
is just beginning. The student
body and staff join in a circle
for a moment of prayer, reflection, the pledge of allegiance and a
positive inspirational message for
the day. How great it feels to be part
of this freedom to pray in school
and honor our country. The emotion
consumes everyone as they realize
this is something powerful and acceptable.
As the day begins, there are no
loud bells to signal the transition between classes, which allows teachers
ample time to finish their thoughts
and create a calm departure for their
students; this, again, is the advantage
of a Catholic education. We have
the ability and freedom to create a
unique learning environment. Smaller class sizes with individualized
attention are appealing to parents as
well as students.

Lunchtime is also another advantage of the Catholic school experience because it allows the opportunity to enjoy home-cooked meals
prepared and served by the school
staff. Along with the food, everyone can dine together. This fosters
a sense of home and family where
everyone is present.
Guidance makes us unique as
well because each student is met
individually throughout the year to

track his or her progress and to help
with college decisions and opportunities. Each student is not just a
number; each is special. Trips are
provided to visit colleges, and invitations are given to colleges to come
to our school for instant decisions.
This alleviates the stress of parents
and students in finding the right
choice.
The expensive clothing in order
for students to fit in with their peers

Submitted photo

Marie Chirico
so that they are not bullied or singled
out is eliminated. Uniforms provide
a learning environment where everyone looks the same and there are no
distractions to take away from the
educational experience.
Parents work hard to send their
children for a Catholic education,
but, in the end, it pays for itself.
The scholarship dollars, the peace
of mind and the ability to help mold
young adults is worth the sacrifice.
Marie Chirico is president of St.
Mary of the Assumption High School
in Elizabeth.

Mother Seton Celebrating Academic Excellence and Seton Spirit

■ 100% College Acceptance

OPEN HOUSE:
Tuesday, April 9th at 7:00 pm
JOIN US!

■ Advanced Placement and College
Preparatory Curriculum
■ Engineering Design Program

How many miles are you from Exit 135 on the GSP?
That’s how close you are to...

Mother Seton Regional High School
a Catholic, college prep school for young women

732-382-1952 • www.motherseton.org • 1 Valley Road, Clark, NJ 07066

YOU BELONG AT HOLY ANGELS!
Find your voice!
Discover how to
share your gifts with
others, at home and
around the world
Explore our brand
new art studios
and STREAM labs
Learn and grow
in our new Angels
School of Business
Be yourself and make
lifelong friendships in
a safe environment

All-girls High School

3 1 5 H i l l s i d e A v e n u e , d e m A r e s t, n e w J e r s e y 0 7 6 2 7

|

pHone 201.768.7161

OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, April 10th, 6pm

Discover the AHA Difference!
www.holyangels.org

SponSored by the School SiSterS of notre dame
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Parish holds phone-a-thon for Annual Appeal
By Melissa McNally
Editor

A

group of confirmation
students at St. Joseph of
the Palisades Parish in
West New York collected more than $1,600 in pledges for
the Sharing God’s Blessing Annual
Appeal during a recent phone-athon. More than 200 pledges were
made during the hour-long event.
According to confirmation coordinator Glenda Guerrero, the phonea-thon, which was held Feb. 15,
served as a social justice and community project as part of the curriculum to prepare for the sacrament.
“The candidates were given a
script and they created a telephone
list of their family and friends so
that they didn’t make cold calls,”
Guerrero explained. “Once they
were in their comfort zone, they
called other families of the religious education program within
our parish.”
The confirmation candidates
were also divided into teams, designated by different colors, and given
periodic challenges to earn points.
“There was a competitive environ-

Summary
Continued from page 4

2. Impeccable seriousness.
“The Church will spare no effort to
do all that is necessary to bring to
justice whosoever has committed
such crimes. The Church will never
seek to hush up or not take seriously
any case.”
3. Genuine purification. “The
Church thus restates ‘her firm resolve to pursue unstintingly a path
of purification, questioning how best
to protect children, to avoid these
tragedies, to bring healing and restoration to the victims, and to improve
the training imparted in seminaries.
An effort will be made to make past
mistakes opportunities for eliminating this scourge.’”
4. Formation. “Requiring criteria for the selection and training of
candidates to the priesthood that are
not simply negative, concerned above
all with excluding problematic personalities, but also positive, providing

ment created, yet the evening event
demonstrated that the candidates
took the task and mutually supported each other to reach the greatest
number of pledges,” Guerrero said.
At a confirmation dinner and
family gathering the following day,
sponsors, parents and candidates
created posters adorned with hearts
representing the pledges. The posters were showcased at Masses.
During family Masses held Feb.
17 and 24, candidates then collected
general appeal envelopes from those
who made pledges over the phone.
The confirmation candidates also

gave personal thank you notes to all
who contributed to the fundraiser.
“What is important for us was
more than the amount collected, it
was the number of people who answered the call and pledged to the

extent of their economic situation,”
Guerrero stated. “The charity and
solidarity of which (the confirmation candidates) are witnesses will
remain in their memory and will be
part of their virtues.”

Submitted photos

a balanced process of formation for
suitable candidates, fostering holiness
and the virtue of chastity.”
5. Strengthening and reviewing guidelines by Episcopal
Conferences. “Reaffirming the
need for bishops to be united in the
application of parameters that serve
as rules and not simply indications.
Rules, not simply indications. No
abuse should ever be covered up (as
was often the case in the past) or not
taken sufficiently seriously, since
the covering up of abuses favors
the spread of evil and adds a further
level of scandal. Also and in particular, developing new and effective
approaches for prevention in all
institutions and in every sphere of
ecclesial activity.”
6. Accompaniment of those
who have been abused. “The
Church has the duty to provide them
with all the support they need, by
availing herself of experts in this
field. Listening heals the hurting
person, and likewise heals us of our
egoism, aloofness and lack of concern.”

7. The digital world. “Seminarians, priests, men and women
religious, pastoral agents, indeed
everyone, must be aware that the
digital world and the use of its devices often has a deeper effect than we
may think. There is a need to encourage countries and authorities to apply
every measure needed to contain

those websites that threaten human
dignity, the dignity of women and
particularly that of children.”
8. Sexual tourism. “Combatting
sexual tourism demands that it be
outlawed, but also that the victims of
this criminal phenomenon be given
support and helped to be reinserted
in society.”

Obituaries
Continued from page 8

Sister Bridget O’Shea, C.S.J.P.

A

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated
March 8 at St. Mary Parish
in Dumont for Sister Bridget O’Shea, C.S.J.P., 80,
who died March 4.
Sister Bridget entered the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Peace on Sept. 12, 1960, and pronounced final vows June 20, 1968.

Sister Bridget taught at various
Catholic schools in Bergen County
and Alabama. She was principal at
St. Elizabeth School in Wyckoff
and St. Mary Elementary School
in Dumont. She also served as administrator at Villa Marie Claire
in Saddle River and as chaplain at
Hackensack Medical Center and St.
Mary’s Hospital in Passaic. Sister
Bridget served as administrator at St.
Michael’s Villa in Englewood Cliffs
prior to her retirement in 2017.
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Archdiocese announces
development director
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has
appointed Ivan Arocho as the executive director of Development, effective Feb. 6. He
has served as the acting director of the Office of Development and Stewardship since
March 2018.
“Ivan is an experienced development
professional who has provided servant leadership to Catholic organizations his entire
professional career,” Cardinal Tobin said.
“The staff in our archdiocesan Development Office has been instructed to begin a
process of renewal of all our stewardship
and development activities. Under Ivan’s
Ivan Arocho
leadership, they are working carefully to integrate the spirituality of stewardship and the
best practices of professional fundraising into all our programs. And they are
committed to helping individual parishes in diverse geographic, economic
and cultural circumstances to succeed in developing the necessary resources
to serve all God’s people.”
From 2014-2017, Arocho was the director of Development for St. Paul’s
Outreach, an evangelization ministry serving private and public college campuses throughout the country.
He also served as the executive director of The Griffin Bridges Program
at Seton Hall Preparatory School in West Orange, an endowed scholarship
program for academically talented inner-city students. Under his leadership,
not only did the program’s fundraising efforts increase, but also 100 percent
of the program’s graduates were admitted to four-year colleges.

March 13, 2019

Ofﬁcial Appointments
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has
announced the following appointments:
PASTORS
Reverend Alexander T. Cruz,
administrator of Divine Mercy Parish
in Rahway, has been appointed
pastor there, effective immediately.
Very Reverend Robert G.
Laferrera, V.F., pastor of Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
in Roseland, has been granted an
extension to his pastorate,
ending Feb. 1, 2020.
Reverend Bryan E. Page,
administrator of Our Lady of
Czestochowa in Jersey City, has
been appointed pastor there,
effective immediately.
ADMINISTRATORS
Very Reverend Sean A.
Manson, V.F., pastor of Our
Lady Mother of the Church Parish
in Woodcliff Lake, has also been

appointed administrator of St. Andrew
Parish in Westwood, effective Feb. 4.
Reverend Brian X. Needles,
director of Campus Ministry at
Seton Hall University, has been
appointed administrator of Our Lady
of Sorrows Parish in South Orange,
effective Feb. 15.
PAROCHIAL VICAR
Reverend Joseph Montes de
Oca has been appointed parochial
vicar of Holy Redeemer Parish in
West New York, effective Feb. 1.
CHAPLAIN
Reverend John Carlos
DeSousa, pastor of Holy Cross
Parish in Harrison and St. Anthony
Parish in East Newark, has also been
appointed chaplain of the Harrison
Fire Department,
effective immediately.

An alumnus of archdiocesan elementary and high schools, Arocho earned
a bachelor’s degree in education, a master’s degree in systematic theology
and a certificate in nonprofit management, all from Seton Hall University. He
and his wife, Diana, have five daughters and reside in West Orange.

Talk Radio for Catholic Life

Have you heard the
Good News?

Relevant Radio® is now broadcasting on two stations near you:

1430 AM 1160 AM
Newark, NJ

Oakland, NJ

Listen LIVE and pray anytime
on our FREE mobile app!
PO Box 10707, Green Bay, WI 54307-0707 | Prayer: 888-577-5443 | Donor/Listener: 877-291-0123
Listen online at www.relevantradio.com and on the mobile app.
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Archdiocese of Newark gathers pastoral council

By Melissa McNally
Editor

C

reating more ministries to
engage young people and
encouraging better faith
formation for local Catholics were some of the suggestions
made during the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting held March 2
at the chancery. It was the first time
in 20 years that such a meeting was
assembled.
The pastoral council is comprised of laity from the archdiocese
representing each of the four vicariates, as well as diverse cultures and
ethnicities. The council functions
under the authority of Cardinal
Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., and its
members are designated by him.
There are currently 15 people on
the council along with support staff,
including Sister Donna L. Ciangio,
O.P., chancellor of the Archdiocese of Newark, Vicar General
Msgr. Thomas Nydegger and Father
Timothy Graff, director for Social
Concerns and chairperson for New
Energies Parish Transitions.
The focus of the group is on

mission and planning. The council
serves as an advisory and consultative group for the cardinal to listen
to the needs of the local faithful.
They determine priorities and sug-

ter Donna explained.
Members of the pastoral council
found that more faith formation to
help foster a passion for Christ and
the Church was also necessary. “We

“tHe YOUtH Are nOt tHe FUtUre OF tHe
CHUrCH—tHeY Are tHe CHUrCH.”
—SiSter DOnnA
gest new program ministries that
could better serve the Church.
During the meeting, the council
reviewed findings from the town
hall meetings Cardinal Tobin convened across the archdiocese in
2017-2018. They found there are
good ministries for young people
available, but the local parishes
need to focus on creating something
new. Better family participation so
that the youth stay engaged was
also a concern. Council members
relayed that people would like to
see increased evangelization efforts
for millennials and a more holistic
approach to family catechesis.
“We must not just attract young
people, but also include them.
The youth are not the future of the
Church—they are the Church,” Sis-

SPECIAL OFFER! Save over 15%

need parishioners to have a deeper
spiritual connection to Christ. We
must figure out how to help people
have an encounter with Jesus,” Sister Donna said.
At the meeting, Cardinal Tobin
presented The Road Ahead, a plan
to help the Church in Newark begin
to heal following the sexual abuse
crisis. Council members engaged in
discussion about the five-point plan
and offered feedback.
Cardinal Tobin said the pastoral
council is important to him because
“it helps (him) do God’s will” in
order to continue to advance the
mission of Jesus and the Church.
He mentioned that Pope Francis
emphasizes discernment as a virtue
and it is important to hear what
God is calling all of us to do. The

cardinal would also like to reformulate relationships with the Parish
Pastoral Councils to further help the
Church and encourage open communication.
Sister Donna said she believed
the meeting went well. “Everyone
was listening to each other and connected right away. It is a very exciting moment for people. There was
a buoyant feeling in the room. They
felt that Cardinal Tobin is a breath
of fresh air,” she said.
Although they come from different backgrounds, members of the
pastoral council are united in their
mission. “Everyone on the council
wants to make the Church great. You
could tell that they love the Church
and that they love the Archdiocese
of Newark,” Sister Donna explained.
“They found that some people in
their communities drifted away from
the Church. There is an overriding
idea that nothing will change. But
every day is a new day—the possibility for change is great.”
The next meeting of the pastoral council is April 13. The group
hopes to gather three or four times
per year.

Nueske’s Family Breakfast Box

®

Reg. $42.99

®

SPECIAL OFFER!

ONLY

$2500

An Easter Celebration Favorite!
Crown Maple Pancake Breakfast Gift Set

Our breakfast gift set is guaranteed to create a memorable Easter morning! Fresh from our 800-acre maple farm
in New York’s Hudson Valley, our Madagascar Vanilla Infused organic maple syrup and signature pancakes
deliver a distinctive breakfast experience. Our artisan quality pancake recipe features Crown Maple sugar along
with sugar pearls that explode with maple flavor on the griddle. A thoughtful Easter gift for family and friends to
let them know you’re thinking of them.

Order now and Save over 15%
Only $25.00* (reg. $29.95), plus $8.75 shipping & handling per item.

Visit CrownMapleSpecial.com

or call 1-877-340-4135 to order item SC-131-FV_Ea

Use Promo Code Crown160
Offer ends April 30, 2019 or while supplies last

*

Nueske’s
1/4

Now Only

$35.99*
Save over 15%

An Easter Morning Customer Favorite
Enjoy an extraordinary breakfast or send our best-selling breakfast assortment as a
thoughtful gift. From our smokehouse to your table, we continue Old World traditions
smoking our superior quality meats over glowing Applewood embers to achieve a rich,
smoky flavor. Our delicious breakfast assortment includes:
• Applewood Smoked Bacon (12 oz.) – The Official Bacon of Baconfest, our bacon is lean with a rich,
smoky Nueske’s flavor.
• Corned Beef Hash (1 lb.) – Lean corned beef cured with salt, peppercorns and bay leaves along with diced
potatoes and select spices.
• Pancake Mix (16 oz.) – Serve a platter of approximately ten savory, fluffy buttermilk pancakes.
• Maple Syrup (8oz.) – Old-fashioned goodness from our Wisconsin sugar maple trees.

Order now and Save over 15%
Only $35.99* (reg. $42.99), plus $14.99 shipping & handling.

Visit Nueskes.com/spring8

or Call 1-855-403-3710 to Order Item #990
Crown Maple Syrup | 47 McCourt Road | Dover Plains New York 12522

*$14.99 shipping applies to standard delivery only to the 48 contiguous states for item #990.
Not valid with any other offer. Offer ends May 5, 2019 or while supplies last.

Family Owned since 1933
Wittenberg, WI 54499
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HELP WANTED
FINANCIAL ANALYST – SCHOOL SUPPORT
The Diocese of Trenton has an opportunity for a Financial
Analyst that will provide support to the Ofﬁce of Catholic
Schools and report to the Diocesan Director of Finance.
In this position you will provide timely, accurate and
insightful ﬁnancial analysis for the elementary and
secondary schools of the Diocese of Trenton. Some of the
responsibilities of this position include:
• Coordinating the elementary and secondary school budget
processes; including the preparation and review of budget
packages while providing comments and the acceptance of
completed budgets.
• Reviewing the actual operational results of elementary and
high schools on a monthly basis.
• Providing oversight ensuring elementary and high schools
are adequately prepared for operational reviews.
• Offering ﬁnancial analyses related to a school’s overall
ﬁnancial status and providing input into decisions
regarding elementary school planning related to closings,
mergers and regionalization. Types of analysis to be
performed could include:
◆ General solvency of the operations of an entity
◆ Feasibility of capital projects
◆ Feasibility of new initiatives
◆ Projections and forecasting
◆ Compilation of trends comparisons on ﬁnancials and
enrollment
The successful candidate must have a Bachelor’s degree
in Accounting; with ﬁve or more years of experience in
ﬁnancial analysis or accounting preferred, preferably in a
non-proﬁt school accounting environment. This individual
will also need strong written and interpersonal skills and be
able to function independently and professionally with both
the internal and school staff.
The preferred candidate must also have strong computer
skills and a strong proﬁciency with ConnectNow Accounting
and Microsoft Ofﬁce (Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Access).
The Diocese of Trenton offers competitive salary/beneﬁts.
No telephone calls will be accepted. Qualiﬁed individuals
should submit a resume and a cover letter with salary
requirements, professional and personal references, and a
time frame for availability to:
Director of Human Resources
Diocese of Trenton
P. O. Box 5147
Trenton, NJ 08638-0147
OR Fax: (609) 406-7450
E-mail: agitto@dioceseoftrenton.org

ART MUSEUM
THE AFRICAN ART MUSEUM
OF THE SMA FATHERS
~a bridge between cultures~

This garden dedicated
to our Blessed Mother is
behind the main Several
Sources Shelter.

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER –
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual,
willing to serve God through those we help. Our “baby-saving”
work was featured in the award winning 2014 feature film
Gimme Shelter. Salary $23,660, generous vacation. Driver’s
license required. For job description, REPLY TO: email
susanharperlloyd@aol.com, call 201-819-4699.
Visit our website www.severalsources.net.

HELP WANTED

CUSTOMER SERVICE/MARKETING
For Churches. 50+year old
ﬁrm seeking help.

917.880.5656

SEE OUR WEBSITES
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

www.customstudios.com
FINANCIAL

Planet Financial, Inc.
www.pﬁcpa.com

BRIAN BERTSCHA, CPA/MBA, over 35 yrs. exp

bbertscha@yahoo.com

Cell: (973) 747-9526

CPA Church Accounting Services

Book-keeper oversight-Monthly or Quarterly
Budget Assistance for Finance Council
RCAN Annual Report
Agreed Upon Procedures-Monthly

Other Business Services (Large and Small)

Individual, Partnerships, Corporate Corp
Returns Nonproﬁt Audits & 990/NJ CRI
Financial Statements-Audited, Reviewed or
Compiled.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any
and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct
by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff
of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform
the archdiocese immediately so that we may take
appropriate action to protect others and provide
support to victims of sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of
sexual misconduct may do so by calling the

Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth
Protection at (201) 407-3256.

NOVENAS
THANK YOU ST. JUDE
A special prayer of thanksgiving
to St. Jude for answering my
prayer. All glory to God for His
mercy and grace in the lives
of His faithful. Sacred Heart of
Jesus, pray for us. Triune God–
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit–
pray for us. St. Jude, worker of
miracles, continue to pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
always pray for us. May we
be forever grateful for the
intercession of St. Jude in our
times of need. Amen. Published
in a true spirit of gratitude to
Almighty God.
Thank you, St. Jude
E.N.
THANK YOU ST. JUDE
A special prayer of thanksgiving
to St. Jude for answering my
prayer. All glory to God for His
mercy and grace in the lives
of His faithful. Sacred Heart of
Jesus, pray for us. Triune God–
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit–
pray for us. St. Jude, worker of
miracles, continue to pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
always pray for us. May we
be forever grateful for the
intercession of St. Jude in our
times of need. Amen. Published
in a true spirit of gratitude to
Almighty God.
Thank you, St. Jude.
M.B.

PILGRIMAGE
Oberammergau
Passion Play 2020

Join Ave Maria Pilgrimage
to Germany, Switzerland
and Austia in 2020

May 16-24, June 1-9, 9-18
or Sept. 19-27

For Info please call Nada
949-249-2500/760-459-3505
www.AveMariaPilgrimage.com
Price $4,250.00
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Cotact Marge
to advertise in
A place of rest, illumination,
the next issue of
peace, and closeness to God
www.loyola.org The Catholic Advocate
973-539-0740
973-497-4201
HEALTHCARE

SENIOR CARE AT HOME

Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing
homes or assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides
live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI
since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.

Submitted photo

All candidates are ﬂuent in English with great references for
satisfaction guaranteed.

For our personalized placement services call

ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen at (908)377-9375

COURAGE

PROVIDING

• Companion Services • Fall Prevention
• Respite Care
• Hourly Services
• Assessments &
• Live-In Services
Consultations
• Personal Care
• Medication Reminders • Phone calls/Safety Check
Your loved one deserves to have the best care in
the comfort of their home.

Oﬃce: (908) 623-3025

www.optimacarehealthservices.com

An archdiocesan
sponsored spiritual
support group for
persons experiencing
same-sex attractions
who desire to lead a
chaste life in accord
with Catholic
teaching on
homosexuality.
For information,
call 201-220-3968

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., honored Aron
Forem, the owner and president of the grocery firm
Wuhl Shafman Lieberman Corporation, at the 26th
annual Business and Labor Recognition Reception
March 5 at Mayfair Farms in West Orange. Monsignor
John J. Gilchrist, who died last April after decades of
service to the Catholic Church and labor community,
was also honored posthumously. Since its inception,
the event has raised more than $4 million to benefit
the archdiocese’s Catholic Youth Organization and
Retreat Center in Kearny, which serves more than
35,000 young people.

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

Immaculate Conception
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

(All calls confidential)

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare
for your loved ones at low cost? Let us take
the frustration out of finding the right person.
We are just a phone call away.
2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308
Union, New Jersey 07083
care.assist.nj@gmail.com

Cell: (908) 209-5440
careassistonline.com

K

FUNERAL HOME

Joseph Z.Konopka
Funeral Home LLC

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Serving all
communities
for 65 years

(201) 865-0923
Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

Make your choices now

so they don’t fall to your family later.

Sat. & Sun.
MARCH 16 & 17
HOLY CROSS

Cemetery & Mausoleum
340 Ridge Road
North Arlington, NJ 07031
888-467-8903

Sat. & Sun.
MARCH 30 & 31
MARYREST

Cemetery & Mausoleum
770 Darlington Avenue
Mahwah, NJ 07430
888-489-9095

Sat. & Sun.
MARCH 30 & 31
CHRIST THE KING

Cemetery
980 Huron Road
Franklin Lakes, NJ 07430
888-802-2933

