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Help keep cemeteries
holy, and whole
By The Most Reverend John J. Myers

A

bout 18 months ago,
Catholic Cemeteries
of the Archdiocese of
Newark began a new
service as part of its
ministry to the thousands of families
who each year face the inevitable—
the passing of a loved one. The new
outreach effort was simple and was
developed in response to requests by
families themselves—the ability to
offer them additional services such
as monuments or mausoleums provided through the cemeteries.
These and other services are already available in cemeteries—both
religious and secular, and for-profit and non-profit—in almost every
state in the nation. Under current
New Jersey law Catholic cemeteries, and other religiously-affiliated
cemeteries, are able to engage in
these services as part of the Church’s
essential ministry to its people.
Monument dealers and funeral
homes, however, thought differently. In 2013 monument dealers
sued Catholic Cemeteries to stop
them from providing these services
and support to families. Earlier this
year a trial court ruled that the law
clearly allows the Church, through
Catholic Cemeteries, to aid families
with these services, because care for
the dead and for their loved ones is
central to who we are and what we
believe as Resurrection people.
Now these same dealers have
persuaded several legislators in
both the New Jersey Assembly and
Senate to introduce bills that will rewrite the existing law about how the
Church can serve the dead and their
families, and take away Catholic
cemeteries’ ability to fully serve our

people now and into the future.
According to the language of
the two bills—S2485 and A3840—
the legislation specifically “prohibits religious entities from engaging
in certain practices involving cemeteries, funeral homes and mortuaries, memorials, mausoleums and
burial vaults.”
Under S2485 and A3840, funeral homes, monument dealers and
vendors on the internet can continue
to sell private mausoleums, monuments, memorials and vaults. Religious organizations, however, will
be barred.
This is a significant issue for the
Church and our ability to conduct
our cemetery ministry in perpetuity. The Archdiocese of Newark
alone operates 10 cemeteries that
have been a vital part of our Catholic community for more than 160
years. We continue to give back to
the Catholic community, balancing
the needs of Catholic families today
with the future needs of tomorrow.
We remain committed to providing assistance to our families in
need, and no Catholic family is ever
turned away. Currently we care for
one million deceased loved ones
buried in our cemeteries.
The Church has always considered burial of the dead an essential
religious work and a Corporal Work
of Mercy. For this reason the Legislature has exempted the Church from
the prohibitions time and time again
whenever it has undertaken changes
in NJ cemetery law. However, because the restrictions contained in the
two bills now before the legislature
fall outside the protection of health
and safety, passage of these bills

Catholic Cemeteries have always been integral
to our ministry to the faithful.
would be a clear violation of the separation of church and state afforded
under the Constitution.
Even though this bill is being
postured as a clarification of the
existing law, in truth it is a drastic
change in the law solely for the
financial benefit of the funeral directors and monument builders, at the
expense of families. The bill also
is extremely negative and anti-consumer, eliminating fair competition,
along with removing the religious
exemption and independence Catholic cemeteries currently possess.
The timetable for this proposed
legislation is on a fast track, with action already begun in the Assembly

Contact Your Legislator Today
To contact your State Assembly Representatives and Senator, go to:
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/districts/municipalities.asp and click on your
municipality. When you find the district, click that link. Click on one
of the names, and you will be able to write a note to each to express
your opinion on this important matter.
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and the Senate.
The Archdiocese is opposed to
these two bills, and we need the help
of all believers, especially Catholics.
Please contact your Assembly and
Senate representatives and tell them
that you do not want the Legislature
to interfere with or limit the ability
of the Church—or any religious entity—to minister to and serve families in need at the time of the passing
of a loved one or friend. We need to
speak clearly and forcefully that they
must vote NO on S2485 and A3840.
Let current law, which has served
the people of New Jersey well for
more than a century, continue to
serve us well.
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A time to kill a suicide bill

A

By The Most Reverend John J. Myers

very disturbing and
inhumane bill, S382,
misnamed the “Aid in
Dying for the Terminally Ill Act,” is now
making its way through the New Jersey State Senate. Its real name, however, should be the Physician-Assisted Suicide Act.
The State Assembly has already
passed its version of the bill, A2270,
although by the smallest majority
possible.
The bill purports to be a compassionate response to the plight of
men and women who have terminal
illnesses. In actuality, it is a bill that
legalizes suicide and allows doctors
to aid and abet in suicide.
Many of us have a story to tell
about a parent, wife, husband, child,
brother, sister, cousin, or friend
who has endured the sadness and
suffering of an incurable disease or
shattering accident. We have stood
by helplessly as the life of that loved
one faded and came near the end.
We wish we could have spared him

or her. We know there are no easy
answers.
But suicide? Is this the human
response we must give to someone we love? Is this the Christian
response?
Is suicide the way we recognize
the dignity and sanctity of life of every man, woman and child?
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis,
recently spoke out about physician-assisted suicide and its more
formal name—euthanasia—when he
addressed the Association of Italian
Catholic Doctors. He told these healers: “Your work wants to witness by
word and by example that human
life is always sacred, valuable and
inviolable. And as such, it must be
loved, defended and cared for.” He
also said that it is a “false sense of
compassion” to consider euthanasia
as an act of dignity when in fact it’s
a sin against God and creation. He
further spoke of assisted suicide as
a symptom of today’s “throw-away
culture” that views the sick and elderly as useless drains on society.

Apparently, some in the State
Legislature have embraced physician-assisted suicide as just a “personal choice” for the individual.
But the proposed bill in the Senate
has no real safeguards against misuse of the law, and truly limits the
“choice.” There is no provision to
ensure the sanity of the person contemplating suicide. No requirement
to consult palliative or hospice experts. No requirement to notify family members.
Today, as the proposed bill
stands, it calls physician-assisted
suicide legal for anyone with no
more than six months to live. Once
enacted, however, can it not be
changed to designate people with
Alzheimer’s or MS, or any other
debilitating, but longer-term diseases? You might say: “No one would
ever consider that!” But then, again,
no one ten years ago would have
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thought legalized suicide would be
considered, either.
As I was reading news stories
about this bill, I came across a letter
from a woman who wrote: “It gives
me great sorrow to hear that our
society is on this road to such a disregard for life. No one can deny that
the end of life, for some, is a very
painful ordeal and one that I, myself,
may have to endure. I can only hope
that if that time comes I will remember that Jesus, too, suffered greatly
and begged God to take that cup
from Him, but that was not to be.
The product of our end of life suffering is not, of course, the salvation of
mankind, but I do believe that God
uses it to a good purpose. No suffering is in vain. From conception to
the time He calls us, our life has purpose. We just have to recognize it.”
I could not have phrased it better.
S382 is headed for a vote in the
Senate soon. I ask you to contact
your state Senator and urge him or
her to vote against this bill.

Contact Your Legislator Today
To send an immediate, online note to your State Senator asking
for a NO vote on S382, go to https://votervoice.net/NJCC/
Campaigns/37618/Respond

Breast cancer survivor shares story of strength, faith
By Melissa McNally
Editor

T

his Christmas, Lisa Balestrieri has much to be
grateful for. “I feel like I
got a second chance on
life,” she said.
In April 2013, at 46-years-old,
Balestrieri was diagnosed with a
high-grade, aggressive stage-one
breast cancer. A mother of three, her
youngest daughter Valentina was
only six years old. Bob, her husband of 22 years and a Jersey City
firefighter, was scared for what lay
ahead.
Luckily, her cancer was discovered early. After consulting multiple
doctors, she decided to undergo
treatment at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York
City.
For Balestrieri, 2013 was a blur
of invasive medical procedures and
treatments. She underwent a double
mastectomy, 12 rounds of chemotherapy, a year-long intravenous
treatment of cancer drug Herceptin,

breast reconstruction, a partial hysterectomy and gallbladder removal.
In addition to the medical trauma,
her 85-year-old mother died suddenly on Thanksgiving Day.
Along with her eight brothers
and sisters, Balestrieri had to mourn
her mother during one of the most
festive times of the year.
“I had just gotten out of the hospital and I was preparing the turkey
when I got the call that my mom
passed away. I couldn’t believe it; it
was such a shock.”
During her cancer treatments,
she endured a litany of side effects
including stomach pain, nausea and
depression. Her hair began to fall
out and she appeared gaunt.
“I used to look at myself in the
mirror and say ‘Who are you?’ I
just looked and felt like a completely different person.”
She kept a brave face for her
children, especially Valentina, who
wasn’t completely aware of what
was happening to her mother.
“Kids are resilient but they were
continued on page 5
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Church celebrates National Migration Week
WASHINGTON—The United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops announced that National Migration Week
2015 will take place January 4 – 10 with
the theme “We are One Family Under
God.” The significance of family is especially important when dealing with the
migration phenomenon, as family members are too often separated from one
another.
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, M.Sp.S.,
auxiliary bishop of Seattle and chairman
of the conference’s ommittee on Migration, welcomed the news last month that
the Obama administration will defer deportations for many undocumented immigrants and their families.
“We have a long history of welcoming and aiding the poor, the outcast,
the immigrant, and the disadvantaged,”
Bishop Elizondo said. “Each day, the
Catholic Church in the United States,
in her social service agencies, hospitals,
schools and parishes, witnesses the human consequences of the separation of
families, when parents are deported from
their children, or spouses from each other.
We’ve been on record asking the administration to do everything within its legitimate authority to bring relief and justice

Time to Order your
Advocate Publishing Corporation

The Directory and Almanac contains:
• Complete updated listing of chancery office personnel, parishes,
pastors, parochial vicars, religious, deacons, and lay staff.

to our immigrant brothers and sisters. As
pastors, we welcome any efforts within
these limits that protect individuals and
protect and reunite families and vulnerable children.”
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz, of Louisville, KY, and conference president said,
“There is an urgent pastoral need for a
more humane view of immigrants and a
legal process that respects each person’s
dignity, protects human rights, and upholds the rule of law. As our Holy Father,
Pope Francis, said so eloquently: ‘Every
human being is a child of God! He or she
bears the image of Christ! We ourselves
need to see, and then to enable others to
see, that migrants and refugees do not
only represent a problem to be solved, but
are brothers and sisters to be welcomed,
respected and loved.’”
Bishop Elizondo added, “I strongly
urge Congress and the President to work
together to enact permanent reforms to
the nation’s immigration system for the
best interests of the nation and the migrants who seek refuge here. We will continue to work with both parties to enact
legislation that welcomes and protects
immigrants and promotes a just and fair
immigration policy.”
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Cancer survivor
continued from page 3
scared in the beginning. There is a
fear of the unknown. It was hard for
them to see me suffer, especially the
little one. Losing my hair; they never
saw me like that before,” Balestrieri
recalled. “I would cry every morning
and then dry my tears, put my wig
on, and act normal because I had a
young child. She was sad but also
angry to see me sick. She just didn’t
understand.”
In January of 2014, after seven
months of being out on disability,
she returned to work in the Office of
Catholic Cemeteries at the Archdiocesan Center, Newark.
“Every three weeks I would take
a half a day off from work and get
an infusion. I felt tired but working
(at the chancery) took my mind off
what was going on. Some of my
fellow coworkers even forgot that I
was sick until I came to work after
my last treatment in July without my
wig on. When I walked in with my
shorter hair, it was a shock.”
Balestrieri credits her family and
faith in aiding her recovery. “I had
a great support system; my husband

stopped working for three months
to take care of me.” Her oldest son
Joseph, now a junior at Penn State
University, and her 18-year-old
daughter Gina, a freshman at
Salve Regina University in
Rhode Island, helped her to
get back on her feet.
A parishioner at Saint
Catherine of Siena in Cedar
Grove, her trials brought her
closer to God. “I always had a
strong faith but I really got in
touch with the Blessed Mother. Sometimes the ride into
New York for chemotherapy treatments could take
two hours. My husband
and I prayed the rosary
in the car. Father Charles
Kelly came to my home and
anointed me,” she recalled.
“So many people came to my
assistance; friends, family, people I
didn’t even know. There was an outpouring of gifts, food and prayers.
Someone gave me holy water from
Lourdes. People told me I was on
their prayer list at church. I’m so
grateful for that.”
It was through her supportive
network of friends that Balestrieri
learned of a photo shoot for breast

Specialists in:
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The Following “Great Experiences” In Travel Are Available:
Destination
2015
Spiritual Director
Spain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 12-24 . . . . . . . Fr. Bob Colaresi, O.Carm.
France (Lourdes, Lisieux, . . . . April 13-21 . . . . . . . Father Gerald Hahn
The Normandy Beaches, Paris)

Italy (Venice, Padua, Verona, . . April 12-22 . . . . . . . Father Brian Plate
Bologna, Florence,Cinque Terre,Milan)

Holy Land. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 13-23 . . . . . . . Msgr. William Benwell
October 19-27 . . . . Fathers Bill Mahon and
Brian Nolan
Italy (Florence, Assisi & Rome) . April 16-24 . . . . . . . Fr. James Brown
France (Lourdes, Madrid, . . . . . . April 24-May 1. . . . . . .Father Ed Rama
Avila, Toledo)

Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 13-22 . . . . . . . Father John Mc Crone
Spain & Portugal . . . . . . . . . . June 4-14 . . . . . . . . Father James Manos
St. Teresa of Avila . . . . . . . . . Oct. 29-Nov.12 . . . . Daniel Chowning, O.C.D.
In Spain
Steven Payne, O.C.D.
Patrick Mc Mahon, O.C.D.

400D Lake Street, A-1, Ramsey, New Jersey 07446
Telephone: 201-825-3725
Fax: 201-825-3727
E-mail: greatexinc@verizon.net

cancer survivors for an NFL clothing catalog. “I didn’t find out until
September that I would be in the
clothing catalogue for Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.
That was a happy day
for me.”
During the shoot,
she was introduced to
more women who shared
her experience. Through
those connections, she was
chosen as a featured guest
on the nationally syndicated “Wendy Williams
Show.”
“It was an episode
about makeovers for
breast cancer survivors. A
big, fancy Escalade picked
up me and my family and we went
to New York for the taping. I got to
keep the clothes, shoes and a new
wig. Ever since then, things have
been getting better for me,” she said.
During the show, which aired
Oct. 28, Balestrieri was overwhelmed with emotion. “I feel
blessed that the people in my life got
the opportunity to tell me how much
they loved me. They said how proud
they were of me and how much I
meant to them. Sometimes you go
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through life never telling people
how much you love them.”
Every three months, Balestrieri
meets with her oncologist. “So far,
so good” she recalled and if her tests
remain clear for the next three to
five years, she will be officially cancer-free. As she moves forward she
has a new, positive outlook on life.
She hopes to volunteer at Mary’s
Place by the Sea, Ocean Grove, a
place of healing for women with
cancer.
“I’m looking forward to seeing
my kids graduate from college,”
Balestrieri said. “I have a few
things on my ‘bucket list.’ I went to
my first Penn State football game
with my son. I finally got my passport. I have no idea if I’m going
anywhere but at least I have it. I
would love to go to Italy. I have
a group of cousins that I’ve never
met in Calabria and my husband
has family in Naples.”
This past Thanksgiving, she
invited 18 people to her home for
dinner. For the first time in a while,
Balestrieri felt like celebrating. “I
was so excited and happy. I had such
a bad year. Now I feel good, I feel
strong; I’m looking forward to this
Christmas season.”

Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year from everyone
at Advocate Publishing Corp.
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Local Franciscan friar marks 25 years of service
WOOD-RIDGE —Father Francis Kim, O.F.M., a priest in the
Archdiocese of Newark who serves
the Korean-American community in
New York City and New Jersey, recently marked 25 years as a member
of Holy Name Province, the largest
community of Franciscan friars in
the United States.
Fr. Kim and six other friars
marking major anniversaries were
honored by the Province at its annual jubilee celebration on Nov. 12 in
New York City.
A native of South Korea, Fr.
Kim currently works with a Secular
Franciscan fraternity at Saint Francis Village, a community farm near
Blairstown. The Secular Franciscans, Catholic laypeople who vow
to live as Saint Francis did, grow

organic produce using environmentally-friendly methods taught by Fr.
Kim. The produce from the 90-acre
farm is donated to the food distribution programs at Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish in New York City.
After immigrating to the United
States in his late 20s, Fr. Kim converted to Catholicism. He entered
the Order of Friars Minor in 1988
and professed his first vows one year
later, taking the religious name Francis. He made his solemn profession
in 1993 and was ordained a priest
in 1996.
His first assignment was to Saint
Francis of Assisi Parish, where he
founded the parish’s Korean ministry and ministered to Secular Franciscans in the New York City metro
area. He took a sabbatical from 2001

to 2002 to study in Jerusalem, and
returned home to All Saints Friary
in Harlem, NY, where he continued
his work with Secular Franciscan
fraternities.
In 2007, Fr. Kim traveled to
China as a missionary. During threemonth visits, he ministered to North
Korean refugees who immigrated
to China for better opportunities. In
2008, he began visiting North Korea
to teach residents how to farm organically.
In 2011, he was assigned to Assumption of the Blessed Lady Friary
in Wood-Ridge, where he ministers
to Korean Secular Franciscans while
working at Saint Francis Village. He
also is the spiritual assistant to the
Secular Franciscan groups in New
York and New Jersey.

Father Francis Kim

Oak Knoll students aid community during annual service day
SUMMIT—The student body
of Oak Knoll School of the Holy
Child recently served food, cleaned
churches, and spent time with the less
fortunate during the school’s annual
day of service.
Middle and high school students,
faculty, and staff divided into groups
to aid 12 different organizations on
the serve day.
“Our goal is for each child to
learn of the needs of others in our
area and to feel that they were able to
help another who is less fortunate,”
Alicia Grimes, Oak Knoll teacher,
said.
Some of the organizations Oak
Knoll students served were the Community Foodbank of New Jersey,
Reeves-Reed Arboretum, Lyons
Veterans Hospital, New Eyes for the
Needy, Summit Helping Its People,
the Elizabeth Coalition, Environmental Education Center, Bridges Outreach, Raptor Trust, the Dominican
nuns and Market Street Mission.
At Summit Helping Its People,
students and their faculty advisers
spent the morning making sandwiches for the city’s homeless. While at
Reeves-Reed Arboretum, students
raked leaves and helped with other
yard work and gardening; and stu-

Submitted photo

Students made sandwiches for the homeless community at Summit Helping Its People as part of Oak
Knoll School of the Holy Child’s annual service day.
dents cleaned the pews, floors, and
the pulpit at the Dominican nuns
monastery. Other students visited
with the men and women who served
our nation at Lyons Veterans Hospital, while others helped organize the
thrift store at Market Street Mission.
Older students worked off-cam-

pus while elementary school children
collected and assembled boxes of
food and essential items that were
later delivered to the Interfaith Food
Pantry. This was the third consecutive
year the younger students joined in
on service day. In all, the elementary school students delivered 330

pounds of boxed food to the pantry
for Thanksgiving.
Oak Knoll has held service day
since 2002, but service is something
that Oak Knoll’s students, faculty
and staff pride themselves on doing
year-round, even during their winter,
spring, and summer breaks.
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Submitted photo

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda visited Union Catholic High School
to celebrate the annual Thanksgiving Mass Nov. 24. In his homily,
Archbishop Hebda stressed an “attitude of gratitude” and encouraged the high school community to thank God every day for all of
its blessings. While at Union Catholic, the archbishop blessed the
Thanksgiving baskets that the student council collected and took a
tour of the school. During lunch with the administration and students,
Archbishop Hebda chatted with the students about their experience
in a Catholic high school, and encouraged them to share their advice
on how to get more young people involved in the Church. Members
of the Union Catholic student council collected 27 baskets of food
and turkeys from fellow students, faculty and staff during their annual
Thanksgiving food drive. The student council organized the drive
and collected food by homeroom and department. The baskets and
turkeys were donated to Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Scotch
Plains for distribution to needy families for Thanksgiving. Bins of
extra food items were donated to Immaculate Heart’s food pantry.

Zachary R. DeVoe photo

EWTN commentator and theology professor Dr. Regis Martin
delivered the second Archbishop John J. Myers lecture at Seton
Hall University on Dec. 3.Using stories from mythology, literature
and his life, Martin provided an extended meditation demonstrating how belief in God was the antidote to sin and suffering.
“The resolution to the human predicament turns on the God we
desire more deeply than any creature on the planet,” he said.
Martin is a professor of theology at the Franciscan University
of Steubenville, OH, where he has taught for the past 25 years.
He studied in Rome at the Angelicum and graduated summa
cum laude in 1988 with a doctorate in sacred theology. He is the
author of more than a half dozen books. The lecture was sponsored by the Department of Catholic Studies at the archdiocesan
university where Archbishop Myers is president of the board of
regents and chairman of the board of trustees.

St. Ignatius of Loyola
St. Peter’s University
Jersey City, NJ
Life-Size Bronze

www.inspiredart.com
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HEALTHCARE
ACE HOME HEALTHCARE
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your
loved ones at low cost? Let us take the frustration out of ﬁnding the right person. We are just a phone call away.
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160
Ask for Lu or Gina.
Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

Wanted to Buy
MAHOGANY FURNITURE
Dining rooms, bedrooms, breakfronts, secretaries. One
piece or complete contents. Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

Announcement

COURAGE

An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group for
persons experiencing same-sex attractions who desire to
lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic teaching on
homosexuality. For information, call (908) 272-2307 .
(All calls confidential)

SERVICES OFFERED

SENIOR CARE AT HOME

Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes or
assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides live-in CAREGIVERS,
allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI since
2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are ﬂuent in English with great references for
satisfaction guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services

HELP WANTED

HOUSEMOTHER POSITION- FT, LIVE-IN

Several Source Shelters, is a Pro-Life, Christian based, registered 501c
(3) charity organization based in Northern New Jersey. For over 30 years
Several Sources has provided hope, assistance and shelter to pregnant
teens/women, needy families and homeless women.

Call Karen at (908)377-9375

Ideal candidate must be PROLIFE, Christian to work as role model for
pregnant/parenting women and their babies. Valid/clean driver’s license
and HS graduate/some college pref’d. Generous salary, three weeks’
vacation (after one year) and holiday/floaterdays-quarterly contribution
to health insurance. Positions open immediately.
Email-resume: sssvirginiam@gmail.com.

How to report abuse
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all
credible complaints of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy,
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese
immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others
and provide support to victims of sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth
Protection at (201) 407-3256.

Your Classified Could Be

Here
Call 973-497-4200
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Students of Saint Genevieve School in Elizabeth opened their hearts, minds
and wallets in order to spread some Christmas cheer around the world.
Every student contributed to Operation Christmas Child, sponsored by
Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organization. Operation Christmas
Child sends shoeboxes filled with gifts to boys and girls around the world
who would not otherwise receive a Christmas present. The students kicked
off their gift giving with an assembly last month when they learned about
the project. Over the next two weeks, donations and prayers flooded in for
these special boys and girls. Each class filled at least two shoeboxes for a
child their age. Members of the student council wrapped the 31 boxes that
were then dropped off at a collection center in Zarepath.

Filipino choirs of Essex unite for annual Simbang Gabi celebration
NUTLEY— Simbang
Gabi (Night Mass), a traditional Filipino Catholic novena dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, consists of nine
consecutive evening Masses
leading to Christmas. In
the Philippines, Mass for
Simbang Gabi is typically
celebrated as early as 4 a.m.
to accommodate village fishermen prior to setting sail.
Hence, Simbang Gabi is also
called Misa de Gallo (Mass
of the Rooster).
Filipino choirs from parishes in Nutley, Belleville
and Bloomfield come together annually to serve as
the music ministry for all
nine evening masses. The
combined group, called the
Filipino Apostolate Choir of
Essex County, is comprised
of 40 members and is directed by Prescila O’Donnell
(conductor) and Dr. Michael
Sunga (piano accompanist).
Their repertoire includes
contemporary liturgical music in Tagalog, written by

Submitted photo

Filipino Jesuit composers,
as well as classical Latin
settings. Since early September, the choir has held
weekly rehearsals at Good
Shepherd Academy.

The Simbang Gabi
schedule is as follows: Dec.
15 at Saint Anthony of Padua, Belleville; Dec. 16 at
Holy Name, East Orange;
Dec. 17 and Dec. 20 at

Saint Mary, Nutley; Dec.18
at Saint Valentine, Bloomfield; December 19 at Saint
Thomas, Bloomfield; Dec.
21 at Holy Family, Nutley;
Dec. 22 at Sacred Heart,

Bloomfield; and December
23 at Saint Peter, Belleville.
All masses begin at 7:30
p.m., except at Holy Family
(5 p.m.) and Sacred Heart
(7 p.m.).
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Sister Mary Fattorusso, M.P.F.

A

Mass of
Christian
Burial was celebrated Nov. 13 at
Saint Lucy Chapel,
Villa Walsh, Morristown, for Sister
Mary Fattorusso,
M.P.F., 93, who died Nov. 9.
Born in Newark, Sr. Mary entered the Religious Teachers Filippini in 1935. She received the habit in
1937, and made her religious profession in 1940.
Sr. Mary earned a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education from
Seton Hall University. She served
as a teacher at Saint Francis Xavier
School, Newark, and Holy Rosary
School, Jersey City. She also min-

istered in Connecticut and Rhode
Island.
Sr. Mary retired at Villa Walsh in
2007, where she became a resident
at Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary.

Sister Patrick Sharkey, O.S.B.

A

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Nov. 15 at Saint
Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, for
Sister Patrick Sharkey, O.S.B., who
died Nov.12.
Sr. Patrick served as a teacher at
the following archdiocesan schools:
Sacred Heart in Elizabeth, where
she also served as principal; Saint
Benedict in Newark; Saint James
in Springfield; Saint Michael in
Cranford; Benedictine Academy and
Saint Genevieve, both in Elizabeth;

and Holy Spirit in Union.
She received a bachelor’s degree from Seton Hall University
and a master’s degree from Catholic
University of America, Washington, D.C.
Sr. Patrick entered the Benedictine Sisters on Feb. 2, 1938 and her
first profession was Aug. 30, 1939.
She received the Edna White Scholarship of the New Jersey Classical
Association in 1982.

Father Joel Munzing, O.F.M.

A

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Nov. 15 at Saint Anthony Parish, Butler, for Father Joel
Munzing, O.F.M., 94, who died
Nov.13.
Born in Carlstadt, Fr. Munzing

December 12, 2014
was a professed Franciscan friar
for 73 years and a priest for 67
years. He spent his early years as a
parochial vicar at Saint Bonaventure Parish in Paterson, from 1949
to 1950, Saint Anne Parish in Fair
Lawn, from 1950 to 1953, and
Saint Elizabeth Parish in Wyckoff,
from 1953 to 1956.
After serving in New York and
Atlanta, GA, Fr. Munzing returned
to his home state in 1975 and ministered for three years at Assumption of Our Blessed Lady Parish,
Wood-Ridge, and four years at
Saint Anne Parish.
After retiring in 1999, Fr. Munzing relocated to Holy Name Friary,
Ringwood, in 2003, where he resided for the past 11 years.

Submitted photo

Many volunteer hands made light work of the recent campus cleanup
at Benedictine Academy in the Westminster section of Elizabeth.
Students, parents, alumnae and their spouses pitched in to rake
leaves, and clean up shrubs and flower beds, to keep the school
property looking its best during their milestone centennial year.

Advocate photos- Kelly Marsicano

The Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center, Kearny, held its 2nd annual tree lighting and holiday kick-off on Dec. 2. Attendees enjoyed
Christmas music, kept warm by the fire pit in the prayer garden and
saw a variety of animals at the life-size Nativity (right). The event also
included a movie screening, an inflatable gingerbread house and a
tour of the Sacred Heart Chapel built in 1902.
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Local News

Give the gift of ‘presence’
this Christmas
By Sister Constance Veit, L.S.P.

C

hristmas is the feast of encounter, the celebration of God’s love and nearness. “The
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full
of grace and truth,” we read in Saint John’s
Gospel. God became one of us! He united himself to every man,
woman and child in every time and place in Jesus Christ, the sacrament of
our encounter with God.
Jesus’ coming among us in the Incarnation is the ultimate encounter, but
the Gospels also present the Nativity as a time full of meaningful human encounters.
The first to meet the newborn infant and his parents were the shepherds.
They represent the simple and lowly of this world who are receptive to the
Good News because they recognize their poverty and their need for God. The
Magi who came from the East represent those with wealth, social standing or
fame. But the Magi, too, were inwardly seized by God and possessed the humility born of faith, which gave them the courage to leave all and undertake a
long and arduous journey into the unknown.
The Christmas season traditionally comes to a close with the feast of Jesus’ Presentation in the Temple, the day when Mary and Joseph brought their
Son to the Temple for the first time, where they were greeted by the elderly
prophets Simeon and Anna. For me these two figures have always symbolized the countless elderly residents of our homes, who live far from the public eye, but who lift up the world with their sincere, faith-filled prayers.
Unfortunately, many contemporary Simeons and Annas will spend this
Christmas alone. In some cases, they have outlived their loved ones, while in
others they have essentially been forgotten by children and grandchildren who
are too caught up in the material pursuits that have come to define the Christmas season in our culture. The irony is that not only do the elderly deserve our
attention and care, but spending time with them would enrich us with the gifts
that really matter—unconditional love, wisdom, patience and kindness.
I would like to suggest that this Christmas, we focus more on “presence”
than “presents,” especially in our relationships with the elderly. Whether we
consider ourselves poor shepherds or kings of privilege, we have something
to give, and much to receive, from our encounters with the elderly.
Here are five practical suggestions for this Christmas season and the new
year:
❄ Offer to help an elderly relative or neighbor decorate for Christmas; or
offer to drive them to church for all the important celebrations of the holiday season.
❄ Bring a home-cooked meal to an elderly relative or neighbor and take the
time to enjoy it with them. Even better, give them the “homemade dinner
of the month club” for the coming year.
❄ Similarly, give an older person the “movie of the month club” by joining
them at home once a month for one of their favorite old movies. If your
older friend or relative lives in a senior care facility, offer to sponsor a
monthly movie night for a group of residents.
❄ Offer to complete some much-needed home repairs for an elderly loved
one or neighbor.
❄ Ask an older person to teach you how to knit, crochet, bake or play their
favorite card game. Giving them the opportunity to share their experience
and expertise will bring them much joy.
❄ Help a grandparent compile family photos into an album, photo book or
video that could be shared with the whole family as a Christmas gift. You
would be helping to create a precious family heirloom.
The point of all these suggestions is to give the gift of your “presence”
rather than “presents” – to nurture a spirituality of encounter between the
generations by reaching out to the elders in your midst. In doing so, you will
make love incarnate in your midst, and that is what Christmas is all about!
Sister Constance Veit, L.S.P., is director of communications for the Little
Sisters of the Poor.
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Official Appointments
Archbishop John J. Myers has announced
the following appointments:
ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY/MINISTRY

DEAN

Very Reverend John J.
Paladino, Pastor of Saint
Bartholomew Parish, Scotch Plains,
and Dean of the Union Southwest
Deanery, Deanery #26 has also been
appointed Executive Director of the
Office of Clergy Personnel, effective
Dec. 15. He has also been appointed
Chaplain of the Police Benevolent
Association Local #87, Scotch Plains,
effective immediately.
PASTOR
Reverend Gerard J. Graziano,
Pastor of Immaculate Conception
Parish, Hackensack, has been granted
an extension of his pastorate,
ending Jan. 31, 2016.

Reverend Monsignor Robert
S. Meyer, Pastor of Saints Peter
& Paul Parish, Hoboken, has also
been appointed Dean of the Hudson
Central Deanery, Deanery #9, for a
term of five years, effective Nov. 4
and ending Nov. 4, 2019.
CHAPLAIN
Reverend David Santos,
Parochial Vicar of Saint
Bartholomew Parish, Scotch Plains,
has also been appointed Chaplain of
the Police Benevolent Association
Local #87, Scotch Plains,
effective immediately.

✞✞✞✞✞✞✞✞✞✞

John L. Allen Jr.

to speak at St. Helen Church,
1600 Rahway Ave., Westfield
Wednesday, January 28th at 7:30 p.m.

John l. allen Jr., is presently an associate editor at the Boston
Globe. He serves as the senior vatican analyst for Cnn and has
authored seven best-selling books on the vatican and Catholic
affairs. He frequently writes on the Church for major publications
and is a popular speaker on Catholic affairs, both in the united
states and abroad. His weekly internet column, “all things
Catholic,” is widely read as a source of insight on the global
Church. topic will be: Will the Parish Perish? The Future of the
American Catholic Church. a free-will offering will be taken.
Call (908) 232-1214 for more info.

CAN YOU HELP

SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Nathaniel” was saved from abortion and
born on 5/24/14. We struggle to keep our prolife
shelters open to provide a choice for over 300
pregnant women who call our hotline monthly. Your
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277

Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Be Inspired. Be Informed.
S U B S C RI B E TO

T HE MAGAZINE OF THE ARCHD IOCESE O F NEWARK

Evangelization starts with knowing your Catholic faith...
and New Jersey Catholic and The Catholic Advocate can
help

For $23 you get:
10 colorful issues of New Jersey Catholic crammed with
photos and stories featuring archdiocesan parishioners
and others telling how they live their Catholicism - plus
informative features and columns of practical advice on
putting our faith into action.

Plus
5 printed issues of The Catholic Advocate, celebrating
archdiocesan schools and colleges, our newest priests
and deacons and our long-serving jubilarians - plus
photos and columns about the latest news in the
Church of Newark.

The Magazine & Newspaper of the Archdiocese of Newark
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4 ways to subscribe to
New Jersey Catholic
ONLINE: Go to www.rcan.org
TO MAIL: Fill out coupon below
make check payable to
New Jersey Catholic and mail to :
Advocate Publishing Corp.
Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-9500
BY PHONE: Call 973.497.4200
BY FAX: 973.497.4548
❑ $23 (ensures one year subscription, 15 issues)
❑ $46 (ensures two year subscription, 30 issues)
❑ ___________________ (Donation)

full name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
address : __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
city: ___________________________________________________________________________ state : __________ zip: ________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for subscribing to New Jersey
Catholic magazine. Please consider spreading
the Good News of God’s love to the people of
the archdiocese of Newark with support of this
vital evangelization and outreach tool.

All credit cards accepted.
❑ Visa ❑ Mastercard ❑ Discover ❑ AMEX
credit card number :______________________________________________________________
exp. date :______________________________________________________________________
phone: ________________________________________________________________________
email: _________________________________________________________________________

❑ Gift to be sent to:
full name: ____________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________
address : __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
city: ___________________________________________________________________________ state : __________ zip: ________________________
phone: _________________________________________________ email: ____________________________________________________________

