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Catholic Schools
Week 2016

V

ery early when the sun had risen, on the first day of the week, they came to

the tomb. They saw a young man clothed in a white robe. He said to them, “Do
not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised. He
is not here.” (Mk 16: 1-7)
Dear Friends,
How fortunate we are to celebrate this Easter Season with a particular excitement
surrounding the Year of Mercy. What greater act of Mercy is there than Jesus on
the Cross for our sins; for you and me? As we continue to share in the Paschal
Mystery of this Easter Season, let us remain joyful and confident in God’s mercy
for each one of us.
Your generosity towards the Sharing God’s Blessing Annual Appeal, as well as
the We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign, is a way of living out your calling to
fulfill the Corporal Works of Mercy.
At the Easter Liturgy we were all invited to renew the promises of our Baptism.

Catholic Schools Week is an annual,
nationwide event that celebrates all
the positive things that our Catholic
Schools do for young people and
their families. This year the week
kicked off on Sunday, January 31st
– the day of the great blizzard!
However, we didn’t let the blizzard
of the century keep us down; there
was plenty of time to celebrate
Catholic schools after the shoveling
was finished.
Most of our schools began the week
with Mass. At All Saints Catholic
Academy in Bayonne, students were
not only among the altar servers,
but they also served as the lectors,
and gave talks after Mass to share
about what their catholic education
means to them.
...continue reading on page 5

We must renounce all that is not of God and contrary to His love. We must
renounce Satan, and all the false promises that he is so eager to make if we follow
his way of selfishness and untruth. We must live the Creed as sons and daughters
of the Father in heaven. We must unite ourselves in the Body of Christ which is
the Church, and with all She teaches and proclaims.
The Easter light is the pledge and promise we need to affirm, that all our sacrifices
– the carrying of the Cross for loves sake – is worth the goal of life on high that
has been won for us in Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ is truly risen. Alleluia! A Blessed Easter to you all.

			Wishing you and your loved ones many blessings,

			Carla L. Repollet
			Executive Director
			
Office of Development and Stewardship
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Sharing God’s Blessings

The 2016 Annual Appeal kicked off on February 6th and

Church of Newark. It is the risen Christ that lives in the hearts

7th at 65 of our parishes throughout the Archdiocese. These

of the faithful and allows us to see each other as members of

parishes, which mainly consist of members of the first block

Christ’s mystical body. Here, in the Archdiocese of Newark,

of the We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign, are joining

we are challenged daily to spread the Good News and to serve

together to raise funds for the annual expenses of vital

the needs of many who cannot survive without our support.

Archdiocesan programs and ministries.
Many parishes use the Annual Appeal as a means of
supporting the greater mission of the local Church of
Newark while bringing in additional funds to support their
own parish. Through your generosity, the Annual Appeal
provides essential funds that support a number of different
charitable and educational programs. In addition, your parish
directly benefits from the Appeal if it exceeds its goal; 62%
of the funds raised after surpassing the goal will go back to
the parish in the form of a rebate. Your parish may use these
funds to complete necessary repairs or to begin and enhance
ministries.
In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we are encouraged to remember

The top 10 performing parishes of the 2015 Sharing

the mercy which has been shown to each one of us both

God’s Blessings Annual Appeal are listed on page 3. These

through Jesus’ death on the cross, as well as His Resurrection.

parishes, who are now participating in the We Are Living

The mercy shown to us must be shared with others. The hope

Stones Capital Campaign, saw great success in achieving

that Easter brings is a challenge to each of us to pray about

and succeeding their goals.

the contribution we can make to our greater family, the local

Benefactor Newsletter
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2015 Annual Appeal Results - Top 10 Parishes
(based on percentage over goal)

PARISH

% Of Annual Appeal Goal

Rebate Given To Parish

Holy Family in Union City

316.27%

$26,427.19

Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Ridgewood

218.93%

$93,888.78

Saint Francis in Hoboken

196.61%

$16,790.63

Saint Gabriel in Saddle River

171.67%

$36,027.25

Holy Family in Linden

154.42%

$2,688.13

Saint Joseph in Jersey City

146.71%

$6,745.00

Saint Mary, Star of the Sea in Bayonne

140.74%

$6,305.31

Our Lady of Victories in Harrington Park

138.14%

$8,922.50

Saint Thomas Aquinas in Newark

136.09%

$640.63

Our Lady of Grace in Hoboken

135.94%

$5,727.44

Catholic Cemeteries Of The Archdiocese Of Newark Upholds
Eco-Friendly Call To Action With “Green” Operations

In a world where the hazards of pollution, overuse of natural resources, and landscape transformation are increasing, Pope Francis’ new
Encyclical on climate change makes clear that environmental problems are a growing global issue that requires attention by the human
community at large.
“The Papal Encyclical is a significant step forward in shepherding the Catholic Church and its communities to take greater responsibility in
the Earth’s stewardship,” said Andrew P. Schafer, Executive Director of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark. “The Church is
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Efforts to conserve energy and preserve natural resources by Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark include:

As the Church advocates for more research & education on climate change, Catholic Cemeteries is proud of its
proactive efforts and eco-friendly operations at its cemetery properties in recent years.
“Catholic Cemeteries has been implementing significant eco-friendly initiatives in a conscious effort to preserve
resources and reduce our footprint,” said Schafer. “We are honored and proud to present our families and visitors
with beautiful environments that not only provide a sacred space for their loved ones and evangelize our Catholic
faith, but also use wisely our Earth’s precious resources.”
Efforts to conserve energy and preserve natural resources by Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark
include:
• Installing more than 1,000 solar panels on an acre of land at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in East Hanover, dubbed
“God’s Green Acre,” to support half of its mausoleum’s electrical usage
• Planting 10,000 young trees following new construction at Maryrest Cemetery in Mahwah to preserve the natural
landscape and installing underground water drainage systems to preserve nearby marshland
• Developing a beautiful Green-Natural Burial section at Maryrest Cemetery with naturally-occurring flora and
specially designed pathway visitation to keep plant and animal life thriving and undisturbed
• Using motion-detection lights and replacing and reducing by half the number of bulbs throughout Holy Cross
Cemetery in North Arlington to minimize energy use and reduce heat
“Our conservation efforts will continue, especially in light of our Holy Father’s recent appeal,” added Schafer. “And
we are grateful to His Holiness for amplifying this vital global discussion. More dialogue and greater action by world
leaders on the environmental challenges facing future generations will be stimulated by His remarkable leadership.”
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Planned Giving: Spring Cleaning
By Theresa Lynch, Planned Giving Manager
A WILL THAT WORKS

LEGACY SOCIETY TEA 2016

With spring upon us, now is a good time
to reevaluate your personal and financial
documents. The first thing to look at would be
your will. Here are a few questions you should
be asking yourself:
1. Is your will up to date? Many people have
a will that has not been looked at for numerous
years. Has your family dynamics changed, have
your assets changed? If so, it may be time to
take a good look at your will and make some
necessary changes.
2. Does your will represent your wishes?
Maybe you no longer have dependents at home,
maybe your estate has grown and you have
changed your mind about certain bequests.
3. Is your will safely stored? Do you know
exactly where your will is located? Is it in a
fireproof home safe? It is important that you
and your executor be aware of the exact location
of your will and that it is in a safe place.
4. Have you included your parish in your
will? If you are planning to update your
will, please consider adding your parish as a
benefactor. There are many different ways you
can accomplish this goal. Your gift will make
a difference in the mission of the Church for
generations to come.

The Legacy Society recognizes and honors
our special group of friends who have made a
commitment to the future of the Archdiocese
and her parishes by including the Church or
their parish in their estate plans. There are no
dues or fees associated with membership in the
Legacy Society and members receive invitations
to special Archdiocesan functions scheduled
throughout the year. It is our way of thanking
these donors who help ensure the future of our
Catholic faith for future generations.
Each year, the Legacy Society Prayer
Service and Afternoon Tea is held at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart. This year the Tea
was held on Tuesday, March 15th at 2 pm. We
had the honor of receiving over 25 members
and their guests with Most Reverend John J.
Myers presiding over the Prayer Service. Also
in attendance were Archbishop Bernard Hebda,
Bishop Manuel Cruz, Reverend Monsignor
Michael Andreano and Reverend Monsignor
Thomas Nydegger.
The day started with Prayer Service
followed by Afternoon Tea at the residence. It is
a beautiful way to honor our parishioners who
have remembered their parish or the Archdiocese
in their estate planning.

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
Just this year, Congress passed permanent
charitable tax giving incentives, including
the IRA Charitable Rollover. This provision
allows individuals who have reached 70½
to donate up to $100,000 to any charitable
organization, including the parish and the
Church of Newark, directly from their Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) without treating the
distributions as taxable income. However, it is
important that you review your IRA beneficiary
form periodically. One of the most common
mistakes you can make is forgetting to update
the beneficiary form following a divorce, death
of the beneficiary or remarriage. Considering
that the beneficiary form overrides your will, it
should be reviewed and updated following every
life event.

To enroll in the Legacy Society or to learn more
about additional opportunities for Planned Giving;
including Charitable Gift Annuities or Advance
Directives within your parish or the Archdiocese of
Newark, please contact Theresa Lynch at (973) 4974042 or by email at lynchthe@rcan.org.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2016
...continued from cover
Our students have been energized by
Pope Francis this year. They followed
the Pontiff’s visit to the United States
earlier this year, and they have fully
embraced The Extraordinary Holy
Year: Jubilee of Mercy that Pope
Francis has declared. In honor of the
Year of Mercy, the students at Queen
of Peace Grammar School in North
Arlington decorated their classroom
doors during Catholic School’s Week
on the theme of Mercy.
In Paramus, Visitation Academy
celebrated Catholic Schools Week
with a variety of activities including
a crowd favorite, International Lunch
Day. Parents prepared and delivered
various foods from their respective
cultures. The pleasant aroma
penetrating the hallways furthered
the excitement of the week. Students
at Visitation Academy, a Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence, come from a
variety of backgrounds. Food from
over 20 cultures was represented.
The students at St. Thomas the
Apostle School in Bloomfield, grades
pre-k to 8, made Valentine Cards to be
sent to veterans and current military
personnel protecting our country
each and every day. The students
learned about the services that our
veterans and military do, and they
were able to write well thought out
letters thanking them and offering
well wishes on Valentine’s Day. This
was a great school wide activity, as
well as a great Catholic School’s Week
Activity.
While the Catholic Schools Week
activities are just for the students,
our wonderful teachers were certainly
not left out. For Teacher Appreciation
Day at Academy of Our Lady of Peace
in New Providence, Principal Joel
Castillo cooked breakfast for the
entire faculty! He prepared omelets
and pancakes, while Mrs. Castillo

made an amazing cheesecake fruit
tart. Everything was delicious, and the
faculty was most appreciative.
Both the Mountainside and Westfield
campuses of Holy Trinity School were
buzzing with activity for Catholic
Schools Week. The Early Childhood
Center at the Mountainside Campus
had a fun morning sharing the
day with grandparents. Fingerpainting isn’t just for 4-year-olds!
Grandparents participated in a hands
across generations’ art project with
their grandchildren. Meanwhile, at
the Westfield Campus, the chess team
was fine-tuning their skills. The team
went on the following week to capture
second place in the New Jersey Junior
High School Chess Championships. In
addition, Holy Trinity’s team finished
in third place in the Elementary
Division (K-6) and in sixth place in
the Primary Division (K-3) of the NJ
Elementary Chess Championship.
Reading Buddies at Our Lady of
Czestochowa School in Jersey City
began as a Catholic Schools Week
activity several years ago, and it
has continues ever since. An upper
classmen teams up with a younger
one, and the students share books
and read to each other. This has both
academic and social benefits for all
participants. Reading Buddies has
become so successful and popular that
many classes pair-up at other times
throughout the year.
Students at St. Joseph the Carpenter
School in Roselle participated in
National School Choice Week, which
this year coincided with Catholic
Schools Week. The 8th grade students
were asked to think about what their
Catholic education has meant to them
and to write down one thing that their
Catholic school has done for them. The
papers were later displayed as a collage.
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We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign
The third phase of the We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign is officially underway. Almost 100 parishes are
participating in this block, which began in January of this year. Over 175 local parish receptions have already taken place,
and there are still approximately 100 receptions to go. As commitment weekends begin in each parish, it is clear that the
momentum and excitement for this campaign has continued to grow.
Parishes from Block I and Block II continue to succeed in attaining their goals. Thirty of these initial parishes have raised
over 80% of their overall target goals.
The We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign continues
to focus on strengthening our parishes while building a
bright future for the entire Archdiocese. We ask that you
continue to pray for the success of this campaign both at
your local parish, as well as at your neighboring parishes
throughout the Archdiocese of Newark. Thank you for your
consideration and your participation in this endeavor.

We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign Update: (As of
3/31/2016)

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CASE ELEMENTS OF THE CAMPAIGN,
PLEASE VISIT US AT WWW.RCAN.ORG/WEARELIVINGSTONES
PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT THE OFFICE OF
DEVELOPMENT WITH ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
REGARDING THIS CAMPAIGN. YOU MAY REACH OUR OFFICE AT:
(973) 497-4129.

•
•
•

•
•

Total Pledged: $45,943,349.39
Total Received: $12,986,103.80
Parish Disbursements:
o Aug 2015: $553,407.50
o Dec 2015: $584,383.43
o Mar 2016: $1,079,393.24
o Total: $2,217,184.17
Over $2.2 million has been disbursed to
parishes for their capital projects.
Next disbursement will take place in June 2016.

Below is a report of the top 100 performing parishes to date for the We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign. These numbers are reported as of
March 15, 2016. All parish goals were calculated the same way; they are based on the 2013 offertory income. Parishes with an asterisk are conducting
a “combined campaign”. In addition, many of the Block III parishes listed below have yet to complete their Commitment Weekends, most of which
will be conducted in April and May. To see the full list of all parish performance, please visit www.RCAN.ORG/WEARELIVINGSTONES
PARISH NAME

BLOCK

% OF GOAL - PLEDGED

AVERAGE GIFT

Church of the Korean Martyrs in Saddle Brook*
Block I
289.87%
$4,065.70
Saint Joseph in East Rutherford*
Block II
227.40%
$4,895.79
Saint Rose of Lima in Short Hills*
Block II
188.86%
$775,625.00
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Newark
Block II
172.77%
$1,051.98
Saint Anthony of Padua in Union City
Block II
164.30%
$1,299.75
Parish of the Transfiguration in Newark
Block I
152.43%
$2,437.21
Saint Patrick ProCathedral in Newark
Block II
145.61%
$1,790.71
Saint Columba in Newark
Block II
142.40%
$1,432.69
Immaculate Heart of Mary/Saint Patrick in Elizabeth
Block I
140.21%
$1,491.24
Immaculate Conception in Mahwah*
Block III
133.70%
$15,407.10
Saint Francis de Sales in Lodi
Block I
132.67%
$1,894.11
Saint Mary in Nutley*
Block II
127.66%
$2,089.01
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Newark
Block I
123.75%
$3,035.67
Saint Francis of Assisi in Hackensack
Block I
118.59%
$1,121.02
Saint Bartholomew in Scotch Plains
Block I
115.60%
$4,005.07
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Edgewater
II
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I
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$2,693.43
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transformation
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our
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but
also
use
wisely
Saint Peter the Apostle in River Edge
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103.06%
$2,824.34
Francis’
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Our
Lady of new
Sorrows
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I Earth’s precious resources.”
101.31%
$1,352.00
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I
100.80%and preserve natural resources
$1,533.72
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Our Lady of Mercy in Jersey City
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99.01%
$2,283.31
“TheJoseph
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Saint Francis of Assisi Church in Ridgefield Park
Block I
92.42%
$2,813.98
Our
Lady of P.
Fatima
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I
89.86%
$1,934.25
Andrew
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Executive Director of Catholic Cemeteries Block• Planting
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Saint Anthony in East Newark
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Saint John the Evangelist in Bergenfield
Saint Catherine in Glen Rock
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Irvington
Most Blessed Sacrament in Franklin Lakes*
Saint Aloysius in Newark
Saint Theresa in Kenilworth
Holy Spirit in Union
Immaculate Conception in Secaucus
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oakland
Saint Patrick and Assumption/All Saints in Jersey City
Our Lady of Peace in New Providence
Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus in Linden
Our Lady of Fatima in North Bergen
Saint Ann in Jersey City
Our Lady Mother of the Church in Woodcliff Lake
Saint Joseph in New Milford
Saint Michael in Cranford
Saint Genevieve in Elizabeth
Holy Cross in Harrison
Saint Paul in Ramsey
Saint Michael in Newark
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament in Roseland
Holy Trinity in Westfield
Church of Saint Bernard and St. Stanislaus
Our Lady of Lourdes in West Orange
Saint Catherine of Siena in Cedar Grove*
Our Lady of Victories in Jersey City
Saint Paul of the Cross in Jersey City
Sacred Heart in Haworth
Saint Cassian in Upper Montclair
Saint Rose of Lima in Newark
Saint Rocco/Saint Brigid in Union City
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Montclair
Saint Mary in Rutherford
Saint Michael in Union
Saint John the Baptist in Hillsdale
Saint Lucy in Newark
Our Lady of Mercy in Park Ridge
Saint Stanislaus in Newark
Saint Luke in Ho Ho Kus
Our Lady of Mount Virgin in Garfield
Holy Rosary in Jersey City
Our Lady of the Visitation in Paramus
Immaculate Conception in Norwood
Saint Leo in Elmwood Park
Sacred Heart in Lyndhurst
Christ the King in Jersey City
Immaculate Conception in Elizabeth
Saint Benedict in Newark
Saint Anthony in Belleville
Saint Pius X in Old Tappan
Our Lady of the Valley in Orange
Our Lady of Sorrows in Kearny
Saint Agnes in Clark
Our Lady of Czestochowa in Harrison
Queen of Peace in North Arlington
Saint John the Apostle in Linden
Saint Antoninus in Newark
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Block I
Block II
Block I
Block III
Block II
Block II
Block I
Block I
Block III
Block II
Block I
Block III
Block III
Block II
Block I
Block II
Block II
Block I
Block II
Block II
Block I
Block I
Block II
Block I
Block I
Block III
Block II
Block I
Block I
Block III
Block I
Block II
Block II
Block I
Block III
Block II
Block III
Block II
Block II
Block II
Block I
Block II
Block II
Block III
Block I
Block I
Block II
Block III
Block II
Block III
Block III
Block I
Block I
Block III
Block II
Block II
Block II
Block I

% OF GOAL - PLEDGED
75.53%
74.99%
73.79%
72.72%
72.51%
71.16%
68.74%
68.33%
67.90%
66.42%
65.52%
65.37%
65.01%
64.09%
63.24%
63.13%
62.86%
62.03%
59.92%
58.23%
57.53%
57.31%
57.05%
56.94%
55.66%
55.49%
55.35%
54.36%
53.99%
53.68%
52.83%
50.82%
48.81%
48.52%
48.30%
48.28%
47.07%
46.79%
46.69%
46.30%
46.12%
45.93%
45.61%
43.86%
43.43%
43.02%
42.82%
41.31%
41.25%
41.03%
40.57%
40.46%
39.91%
39.59%
39.15%
38.96%
38.91%
38.41%

AVERAGE GIFT
$3,711.96
$3,355.58
$1,149.72
$109,647.13
$1,654.40
$2,638.40
$1,778.00
$2,061.55
$3,560.68
$1,640.90
$4,341.52
$1,567.06
$2,041.19
$940.65
$2,095.58
$2,614.43
$1,869.57
$2,388.09
$1,373.73
$2,919.68
$490.54
$2,607.51
$3,569.42
$2,435.77
$2,167.53
$41,583.33
$1,653.40
$886.87
$1,934.32
$3,973.51
$1,772.10
$1,473.82
$1,626.94
$2,078.93
$2,158.88
$2,054.22
$845.85
$2,962.83
$1,392.53
$3,408.63
$2,757.40
$1,987.45
$1,890.20
$1,998.47
$1,863.35
$1,741.43
$2,009.68
$2,768.34
$1,253.61
$3,488.90
$3,039.27
$2,600.00
$1,193.08
$2,324.13
$1,266.38
$1,996.97
$1,675.74
$2,890.87

Save The Date: Nourishing Your Faith
SAVE THE DATE!

Save the date and join us on October 19, 2016

For an evening of Faith, Fellowship and Spiritual
Inspiration.

For more information, or to register for this memorable
event, please visit us at: www.rcan.org/faithdinner

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2016 AT
THE GROVE IN CEDAR GROVE, NJ.
The Nourishing Your Faith Dinner is a fundraising
event for the Archdiocese of Newark bringing together
prominent business and community leaders throughout
the region in support of the charitable programs of
the Archdiocese. The dinner traditionally includes an
address by a noted Catholic speaker as well as remarks
by the Most Reverend John J. Myers, Archbishop of
Newark. Proceeds are used in support of faith initiatives
of the Archdiocese of Newark, including the Men’s and
Women’s Commissions, Evangelization Efforts, and
Catholic Education.

www.rcan.org/development
Find Us Online @NwkArchdiocese #NwkArchdiocese
• ...AND MORE!
• Nourishing Your Faith
• We Are Living Stones Capital Campaign
• Spring Is In The Air
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