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Statement of Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., on 
death of George Floyd and protests
The people of the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Newark join with 
Catholic dioceses across the United 

States as well as all people of good will in 
condemning the senseless and brutal mur-
der of George Floyd in Minneapolis on 
May 25. We extend our deep sorrow to his 
family and friends, who face soul-sapping 
grief because of his terrible death. 

We offer heartfelt prayer for the people 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul, expressing 
special solidarity with our beloved brother 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda and the peo-
ple he serves. 

The murder of George Floyd, which is 
simply the latest instance of a person of 
color dying at the hands of those sworn to 
protect the community, has provoked jus-
tified anger and peaceful protests across 
the United States. Rage, as well as shameful 
exploitation of this tragedy, have spawned 
inexcusable violence in cities throughout 
this nation. As we witness the asphyxia-
tion of our country, many of us cry in an-
guish: why? 

How we answer the question is crucial 
because we will then know what to pray 
for and how we must act. No one comes to 
Jesus with the lame request of wanting to 
feel better. They name the evil and ask for 
relief. We need to turn to the Lord of the 
Universe, for the malice we name cannot 
be eradicated by our unaided efforts. 

The necessity of naming the evil of rac-
ism humiliates us since so many events in 
our lifetime, let alone the history of our 
nation, have compelled us to shameful-
ly recognize the national sin that obliges 
African Americans to endure unique and 
relentless humiliation, indignity and un-
equal opportunity. Our tolerance of rac-
ism as well as collective deafness to the cry 
of those so grievously offended and the 
conscious and unconscionable promotion 
of divisions in this nation has encouraged 
the heinous evil of racism to propagate. 

Certainly, tolerance of tribalistic fac-
tions in the United States, especially in our 
political forum, promotes a savage law of 
the jungle and an immoral ethos of “might 
makes right.” Violent rhetoric, selfishness 
and even the crude appropriation of reli-
gious symbols conspire to produce a ma-
levolent miasma in which the sin of rac-
ism may flourish unchecked. Our society 
will make no progress in addressing the 
evil of racism without the will to leave be-

hind the purveyors of polarization. 
The Archdiocese of Newark must re-

new our commitment to making the 
dream of peace built on justice and ra-
cial equality a reality for all our sisters and 
brothers, here in northern New Jersey as 
well as throughout the United States. Since 
this is our goal, we embrace gratefully the 
prophetic words of the Reverend Martin 
Luther King Jr., “Darkness cannot drive 
out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do 
that.” 

In great sorrow, but also with profound 
hope, we turn to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church, and ask for her 
protection and care during these troubled 
times. This young woman sang of One 
whose mercy is from age to age to those 
who fear him ... who has shown might 

CNS photo/Dave Hrbacek, The Catholic Spirit 
Catholic priests from the Archdiocese of St . Paul and Minneapolis join African American clergy on June 2 to march and pray 
at the site where George Floyd was pinned down May 25 and died at the hands of a Minneapolis police officer . Pictured are 
Father Joe Gillespie, Father Doug Ebert, Father Kevin Finnegan, Father Brian Park and Father Peter Williams .

with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of 
mind and heart ... who has thrown down 
the rulers from their thrones, but lifted up 
the lowly. (Lk 1:50-52) May she inspire us 

with courage to do the work of justice and 
to eliminate—once, and for all—all hatred, 
bigotry and violence from our hearts, our 
homes and our communities.

Excerpt of Cardinal Tobin’s homily for Pentecost Sunday, May 31

“COVID-19, the murder of George Floyd, the needless deaths of so many 
people of color, the shameless exploitation of social division for personal 
gratification or political gain—these are apocalyptic events that are not meant 
simply to scare us, to take our breath away, but to warn us of serious trouble on 
the horizon as well as the true meaning of the peril that is already among us . 
We desperately need to breathe, so that we can recognize that the efforts by 
people of great power to divide us are diametrically opposed to the plan God 
has for this world … The Holy Spirit will create true unity in diversity and bestow 
gifts given for the life of the world . May Mary, the Mother of Jesus, the Mother 
of God, the Mother of the Church who prayed with the 120 disciples on the 
first Pentecost, plead for us today, so that we can receive the Gift and breathe .”
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Archdiocese announces 
phased reopening of churches

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., an-
nounced a three-phase gradual reopening 
process for churches throughout the Arch-
diocese of Newark to ensure the health 
and well-being of clergy and faithful.

Phase 1 began on May 17 with churches 
in the archdiocese open for private prayer 
only, following all public health guidelines 
and once pastors determine they can safe-
ly do so. As part of Phase 1, the sacrament 
of reconciliation also may be celebrated if 
social distancing can be maintained and 
masks are worn. 

An Archdiocesan Task Force has con-
tinued to monitor the expert guidance of 
public health officials and federal and state 
public officials, who have cautioned not to 
rush into reopening churches to the faith-
ful before manageable safety protocols can 
be put in place.

All pastors, parochial administrators, 
chaplains and other pastoral leaders are 
expected to follow these Phase 1 directives 
without exception:
• Cardinal Tobin continues to dispense 

the faithful from the obligation to at-
tend Mass on Sunday. 

• Churches may be opened solely for 
personal prayer during limited and 
designated hours.  Individuals and 
families may enter the church for qui-
et prayer only. During opening hours, 
a parish staff member must be physi-
cally present in the church to ensure 
social distancing and sanitizing. No 
gatherings are permitted.

• In accordance with national, state 
and local health directives, those who 
show symptoms of COVID-19 or 
who have been exposed to an infected 
person are not permitted to enter the 
church for 14 days.

• Holy water fonts must remain empty 
until further notice.

• Hand sanitizer should be made avail-
able throughout the church.

• Public celebrations of liturgies, de-
votion or other group prayer are not 

permitted at this time. A guide for 
livestreamed Mass can be found at 
www.rcan.org/parish-mass-lives-
treams-and-more. 

• Masks must be worn by all individu-
als while in the church, and persons 
are asked to bring their own hand 
sanitizer or wipes.

• Individuals and families must main-
tain social distancing (6 feet) between 
each person or family while in the 
church.

• The pastor will ensure that there is 
prominent notification within the 
church regarding the requirement of 
masks and social distancing.

• Pews, door handles and knobs, re-
strooms and high traffic areas of the 
church will be wiped down and san-
itized at regular intervals, along with 
the removal of trash and other items 
from the pews.

• The sacrament of reconciliation can 
be offered at specified and limited 
times.
• Confessionals are not to be used.
• Social distancing must be main-

tained by those waiting for the sac-
rament.

• Masks must be worn by confessor 
and penitent.

Cardinal Tobin and the Archdioce-
san Task Force are currently determining 
the timing for the implementation of the 
next two phases and is planning for how 
public worship will be celebrated with re-
spect to any new regulations. Phase 2 will 
incorporate the celebration of weekday 
Masses and Phase 3 will permit Sunday  
Masses.

More information about the Archdio-
cese of Newark’s three-phase gradual re-
opening process, along with specific guid-
ance, is available at www.rcan.org. 

For the latest archdiocesan news or an-
nouncements, please continue to visit the 
COVID-19 resource page at www.rcan.
org/covid19. 

CNS photo
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Pope prays for U.S., calls 
racism a pro-life issue
By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Observing 
with great concern the social unrest un-
folding in the United States, Pope Francis 
said no one can claim to defend the sanc-
tity of every human life while turning a 
blind eye to racism and exclusion.

During his livestreamed general au-
dience on June 3, the pope said, “Today, 
I join the Church in St. Paul and Min-
neapolis, and in the entire United States, 
in praying for the repose of the soul of 
George Floyd and all those who have 
lost their lives as a result of the sin of  
racism.”

“Let us pray for the consolation of their 
grieving families and friends and let us 
implore the national reconciliation and 
peace for which we yearn,” he continued 
in Italian.

The pope said he has “witnessed with 
great concern the disturbing social unrest 
in your nation in these past days, follow-
ing the tragic death of Mr. George Floyd,” 
a 46-year-old man, whose last moments 
of life were recorded on a widely dissemi-
nated video showing a white police officer 
in Minneapolis pushing down on his neck 
with his knee May 25. Floyd was later pro-
nounced dead.

“My friends, we cannot tolerate or 
turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion 
in any form and yet claim to defend the 
sacredness of every human life. At the 
same time, we have to recognize that ‘the 
violence of recent nights is self-destruc-
tive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained 
by violence and so much is lost,’” he said, 
quoting Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los 
Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

The pope prayed for the intercession of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of Amer-
ica, to assist “all those who work for peace 
and justice in your land and throughout 
the world. May God bless all of you and 
your families.”

Hundreds of thousands of people have 
turned out nationwide to protest Floyd’s 

CNS photo/Vatican Media
Pope Francis speaks during his weekly general audience in the library of the 
Apostolic Palace at the Vatican June 3 . During the audience, the pope prayed for 
George Floyd and said, “We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism .”

Supreme Court rejects appeal to lift 
restrictions on congregation size
By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service

CNS photo/Octavio Duran
Franciscan friars pray at St . Anthony of Padua Church in Butler .

WASHINGTON (CNS)—A divided Su-
preme Court on May 29 chose not to inter-
vene in an emergency appeal by a church 
in southern California to lift COVID-19 re-
strictions that limit congregation sizes.

The justices responded just before mid-
night with a 5-4 vote in the case filed May 
26 by South Bay United Pentecostal Church 
in Chula Vista, California, near San Diego. 
The church had argued that California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s reopening orders violated 
the Constitution because they placed few-
er restrictions on some secular businesses 
than they did on houses of worship.

The church wanted to hold its regu-
lar services Sunday, May 31, on Pente-
cost. Currently, the state’s restrictions lim-
it church attendance to 100 attendees or 25 

percent of the church capacity, whichever 
is lower.

“The precise question of when restric-
tions on particular social activities should 
be lifted during the pandemic is a dynam-
ic and fact-intensive matter subject to rea-
sonable disagreement,” wrote Chief Justice 
John Roberts in an opinion concurring 
with the unsigned ruling.

In his five-paragraph opinion, Roberts 
stressed these guidelines appear “consis-
tent with the free exercise clause of the First 
Amendment.”

“Similar or more severe restrictions ap-
ply to comparable secular gatherings, in-
cluding lectures, concerts, movie showings, 
spectator sports and theatrical perfor-
mances, where large groups of people gath-
er in close proximity for extended periods 
of time,” he wrote.

He also said the state’s order “exempts or 

treats more leniently only dissimilar activi-
ties, such as operating grocery stores, banks 
and laundromats, in which people neither 
congregate in large groups nor remain in 
close proximity for extended periods.”

The chief justice also noted that 
COVID-19 has killed thousands of people 
in California and more than 100,000 in the 
United States with still “no known cure, no 
effective treatment and no vaccine.” He also 
noted people “may be infected but asymp-
tomatic” and could unknowingly infect 
others. The state’s order restricting crowd 
sizes, he said, was a means to “address this 
extraordinary health emergency.”

A three-page dissent written by Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh, joined by Justices Clar-
ence Thomas and Neil Gorsuch, argued 
that restrictions on the number of partic-
ipants at church services did violate the 
Constitution.

Kavanaugh argued that businesses that 
are not subject to size restrictions, such as 
supermarkets, restaurants, hair salons and 
cannabis dispensaries, are comparable to 
gatherings at houses of worship.

“The church and its congregants sim-
ply want to be treated equally,” he wrote, 
adding that California “trusts its residents 
and any number of businesses to adhere to 
proper social distancing and hygiene prac-
tices.”

Richard Garnett, law school professor 
at the University of Notre Dame and direc-
tor of the university’s Program on Church, 
State and Society, said the court’s decision 
shows how “it can be challenging to iden-
tify discrimination or unequal treatment.”

“It is well established that governments 
and officials may not discriminate against 
religious activities, even when it is regulat-

ing in the interest of the public good. Reli-
gious freedom is not absolute, and it is sub-
ject to limits, but regulations may not single 
out religious exercise for disapproval or dis-
advantage,” he said.

In a statement, Garnett said arguments 
about equality and discrimination involve 
the question: “compared to what?” And 
in this case, the justices disagreed about 
what kinds of activities church services 
should be compared to for public health  
purposes.

Kavanaugh said the same rules for 
stores should apply to churches and the 
court’s majority said the same restrictions 
on churches also are applied to gatherings 
like concerts, movie showings, spectator 
sports and theatrical performances.

Garnett said the ruling “does not neces-
sarily mean that California’s current regula-
tions are justified or constitutional or that 
they would be upheld after more developed 
and careful review.”

Charles LiMandri, special counsel to the 
Thomas More Society, a national nonprofit 
law firm based in Chicago that represented 
the California church, said the court’s rul-
ing was disappointing, but the case is “far 
from over.”

He said the decision was based on “the 
high standard required to get an emergency 
injunction” but the case would likely make 
its way to the high court again and the next 
time it should get “a better result for reli-
gious liberty.”

On May 29, the court also, without not-
ed dissent, turned down a request from two 
Romanian American Christian churches in 
the Chicago area arguing that Illinois’ re-
opening guidelines, with its 10-person lim-
it for houses of worship, violated the Con-
stitution.

In a two-paragraph order, the court said 
the state’s public health department had 
just issued new guidance on church-partic-
ipation restrictions May 28 and the church-
es could file “a new motion for appropriate 
relief if circumstances warrant.”

death. And many of the country’s Catholic 
bishops joined the calls for justice.

Four officers from the Minneapolis Po-
lice Department were fired May 26, includ-
ing Derek Chauvin, who held Floyd down 
as Floyd pleaded he couldn’t breathe. All 
four officers face charges.
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OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 
Archdiocese
of Newark

—  PASTOR —

Reverend Marek Wysocki, pastor 
of St . Pius X Parish in Old Tappan, 
has been appointed pastor of St . 
Michael the Archangel Parish in 

Lyndhurst, effective May 18 .

— PASTOR RENEWAL —

Reverend Luke Duc Tran, pastor of 
Christ the King Parish in Hillside, has 
been granted a renewal of term to 
his pastorate, ending July 1, 2026 . 

CARDINAL JOSEPH W. TOBIN, C.SS.R., HAS ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS:

— PASTOR EXTENSIONS —

Reverend David W. Milliken, pastor 
of Ascension Parish in New Milford, 

has been granted an extension to his 
pastorate, ending July 1, 2021 . 

Reverend Aurelio Yaňez Gomez, 
S .T .D ., pastor of St . Catherine of Siena 

Parish in Hillside, has been granted 
an extension to his pastorate, ending 

Feb . 1, 2023 .

Very Rev. Robert G. McBride, pastor 
of St . John the Apostle Parish 

in Linden, has been granted an 
extension to his pastorate, ending 

Sept . 1, 2020 .

Reverend John J. Korbelak, pastor of 
St . John the Baptist Parish in Hillsdale, 
has been granted an extension to his 

pastorate, ending Sept . 1, 2020 .

—  ADMINISTRATOR —

Reverend Joseph A. Scarangella, 
pastor of St . Mary Parish in Closter, 

has been appointed temporary 
administrator of St . Pius X Parish in 

Old Tappan, effective May 18 .

— MILITARY —

Reverend Jerzy Pikulinski, parochial 
vicar of St . Michael the Archangel 

Parish in Lyndhurst, has been 
granted permission to serve as an 

active duty military chaplain with the 
rank of captain for the U .S . Air Force, 

effective May 16 . 

— ARCHDIOCESAN OFFICIAL —

Reverend Eugenio P. de la Rama 
has been granted a renewal to 

his appointment as director of the 
Office of Vocations for an additional 
term of three years, with continued 
residence at Seton Hall University, 

effective July 1 .

Laudato Si’ anniversary inspires 
archdiocesan task force
By Ann Marie Brennan

On May 24, 2015, Pope Francis signed 
the historic encyclical Laudato Si’ (On 
Care for Our Common Home). The pro-
phetic text inspires, builds bridges and 
gives new hope to everyone. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Laudato Si’ be-
comes all the more important as we care 
for our common home and one anoth-
er. This is a devastating time for many, 
and so our efforts take on a new urgen-
cy in developing a comprehensive ap-
proach to addressing basic human needs, 
inequities and injustices—economical-
ly, socially and environmentally. Now 
more than ever, our Church has a role 
to play in modeling and engaging just  
practices.

To mark the fifth anniversary of the 
encyclical, Pope Francis inaugurat-
ed Laudato Si’ Week from May 16-24, 
which is the beginning of an entire year 
of activities dedicated to implement-
ing Laudato Si’, from May 24, 2020, to  
May 24, 2021.

Changing hearts, changing minds 
and changing behaviors has become the 
mantra for the archdiocesan Environ-
mental Justice Task Force, which first 
formed over a year ago. We represent 
about eight parishes in the archdiocese 
and have gathered quarterly with Father 
Tim Graff, director of Social Concerns. 
Our chairpersons are Joseph Lavin and 
Gerry Dalzell. We have collected a wealth 
of resources and programs on prayer, life-
style changes and impactful action in car-
ing for our common home and all God’s 
creation.  

Without being overwhelmed, there 
are ways of proceeding in a balanced way 
through prayer, lifestyle change and ac-
tion. We can make these changes per-
sonally and within our families, and we 
can also network with others in our par-
ishes to help make those changes, espe-
cially changes with the greatest impact. 
During this pandemic, all of us have 

changed our lifestyles dramatically, and 
we have seen how some of these lifestyle 
changes have brought positive results in 
our environment. With the sudden re-
duction in driving, flying and industrial 
output, the world has seen an astonish-
ing decline of more than a billion tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions. Various re-
ports show the United States has seen a 
10-17 percent decline in daily average 
carbon emissions from 2019 levels. This 
bodes well for our potential to make the 
needed changes to keep our planet and  
people healthy.

To begin our outreach to parishes, we 
are inviting each parish to connect with 
the Environmental Task Force through 
a parish liaison. This is a way to provide 
support for efforts at the parish level as 
well as share information, programs and 
even practical resources that can also 
save money. 

In recognition of the anniversary, the 
Environmental Task Force is co-sponsor-
ing a webinar with the Metro NY Catholic 
Climate Movement on June 14  at 4 p.m. 
It will feature Dr. Nancy Tuchman, an en-
vironmental scientist and founding dean 
of the Institute of Environmental Sustain-
ability at Loyola University of Chicago; 
Dr. Erin Lothes, theologian and scholar 
of energy ethics and faith-based environ-
mental movements at the College of St. 
Elizabeth in Morristown (also a member 
of the Environmental Justice Task Force); 
and Brother Kevin Cawley, C.F.C., Ph.D., 
executive director of the Thomas Berry 
Forum for Ecological Dialogue at Iona  
College.

For more information on the webinar, 
contact annmariebrennan@yahoo.com.

For other resources supporting eco-
logical spirituality, conversion and action, 
visit www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
human-life-and-dignity/environment/
index.cfm.

Ann Marie Brennan is a member of the 
archdiocesan Environmental Justice Task 
Force.

Most Blessed Sacrament food 
drive supports local pantry
By Barry Donnelly

In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, 
Most Blessed Sacrament Parish in Franklin 
Lakes came together to support a local char-
ity with a parish-wide food drive. As a re-
sult, two truckloads of non-perishable food 
items were delivered on May 5 to the St. 
Vincent DePaul Food Pantry at Holy Trini-
ty Parish in Hackensack.

Under ordinary circumstances, the par-
ish supports the Hackensack food pantry 
with a monthly delivery of donated food 
that coincides with the second Sunday of the 
month. Because of the closure of houses of 
worship in mid-March, donations to many 
food pantries have either diminished or dis-
appeared. Since Most Blessed Sacrament 
had been unable to make its own deliveries 
in March and April, the parish decided to 
stage a one-day food drive that would pro-
vide the St. Vincent DePaul Pantry with an 
infusion of cereal, pasta and canned goods.

Parishioners were asked to drop off their 
donations in the church parking lot. Out-
fitted with gloves and masks, several par-
ish families unloaded groceries and paper 
goods from the trunks of donors as they 
waited in their cars and spoke, from a safe 
distance, with the pastor of Most Blessed 
Sacrament, Father John Job.

More than 150 parishioners dropped off 
food donations that completely filled two 
trucks donated by Corrado’s Supermarket 
in Wayne and the Market Basket in Frank-

lin Lakes. All of the items collected were 
immediately driven to Hackensack so the 
pantry could make them available for dis-
tribution during the weekend of May 8-10.

Michael DeMarco, whose family coor-
dinates the collection and delivery of Most 
Blessed Sacrament food donations during 
the year, expressed no surprise at the show 
of support from the parish.

“The response of the Most Blessed Sac-
rament community to our request for as-
sistance to those in need during this very 
difficult time was nothing short of over-
whelming,” he said. “Events such as this re-
mind us of the reality that there are people 
living in our very own community who are 
not as fortunate as we are and who are go-
ing hungry each and every day. As it always 
does, the MBS community has responded.”

Father Job agreed. “The ‘drive-in food 
drive’ showed that when people are moti-
vated by a common mission for the good, 
great things can happen,” he said. “It was 
wonderful to see so many of our parishio-
ners and friends who wanted to help the 
cause. Though the donors may not have 
seen it because we were wearing masks, the 
volunteers all had smiles on their faces, wit-
nessing the generosity of so many. The day 
proved to be a testament to the fact that the 
mission of Most Blessed Sacrament is alive 
and well as we are ‘called to be a witness to 
God’s love in our world.’”

Barry Donnelly is the director of commu-
nications at Most Blessed Sacrament Parish.

Submitted photo
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Cardinal Tobin celebrates online Memorial Day Mass
NORTH ARLINGTON—Catholic Cem-

eteries of the Archdiocese of Newark joined 
thousands of Catholic cemeteries nation-
wide with its annual Memorial Day pro-
gram, “Serving God and Country: A Me-
morial Day Salute to Our Heroes,” on May 
25. The Mass was celebrated by Cardinal 
Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., via a video that 
was pre-recorded at Holy Cross Cemetery 
and Mausoleum in North Arlington. 

The Mass honors men and women 
who died while serving in the U.S. armed 
forces and recognizes both military vet-
erans and active-duty military personnel 
serving our country. Attending Mass at 
one of several archdiocesan cemeteries on 
Memorial Day is an annual tradition for 
many New Jersey Catholics, but this year, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mass 
was celebrated online.

Photos courtesy of Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark

“We wish to extend our heartfelt con-
dolences to all those who lost loved ones 
during this time of pandemic and extend 
a thank you to the first responders, front 
line responders and last responders,” said 
Andrew P. Schafer, executive director of 
Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of 
Newark. “Let us never forget the sacrifices 
made by our servicemen and women. May 
they rest in peace.”

After Mass, while maintaining social 
distancing and wearing a face mask, Car-
dinal Tobin spoke with and blessed labor-
ers from Local 74, as well as the foremen 
and office staff at Holy Cross Cemetery.

“We are blessed by his presence and by 
his leadership and loving guidance of our 
flock,” Schafer added.

To view the Memorial Day Mass, visit 
www.rcancem.org.

To learn more scan the QR code or 
visit www.wanderlightgame.com

An An Adventure-drivenAdventure-driven, , Faith-filled, Faith-filled, 
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Teens in quarantine: Students document 
pandemic for future generations
By Kelly Marsicano
Associate Publisher

When doing research of his family 
history, Peter Hastings discovered that 
his great-grandmother had died of the 
Spanish Flu 100 years ago. He wishes 
there had been more documentation of 
that time in history to learn from it and 
apply it today. 

As a video production teacher at 
Paramus Catholic High School, he’s now 
asking his students to document the cur-
rent pandemic with daily vlogs, or video  
logs.

“It’s important that we document 
things like this,” Hastings said. “When 
people look back, (they’ll have) more 
information and more detail; a story of 
what was going on.”

More than 100 juniors and seniors are 
taking part in the project, which start-
ed immediately after the school build-
ing was closed back in March. Each stu-
dent is required to submit five videos a 
week of about one minute in length. In 
the videos, they can talk about what they 
did that day, reflect on current world 
events and discuss predictions of what’s 
to come.

“The students have responded great. 
They’ve gotten into. It’s a personal diary 
for them,” Hastings said.

“In these vlogs, the topics range from 
what we’re doing to how we’re feeling 
about the current situation,” explained 
11th-grader Annaliese Fagan. “What I 
tend to talk about is how I go about my 
day that has been modified due to the 
pandemic. These vlogs also have be-
come a sort of diary for ‘a day in the life 
of a teen in quarantine,’ and I’m docu-
menting all my thoughts and hopes for 
the future. I like that I am able to keep 
track of what’s going on in my life. With-
out these videos, I would have lost the 
concept of time and I would have noth-
ing to remember this important time in  
history.”

“Mr. Hasting’s vlog project is one 
that is very reflective and insightful,” 
added fellow 11th-grader Sofia Lock-
er. “COVID-19 has affected every per-
son in the world in one way or another, 
and in the midst of trying to adapt to a 
new lifestyle, it’s therapeutic to take a few 
minutes out of my day and reflect. In my 
videos I mention the date and follow up 
with a list of things that I did that day, 
from what type of breakfast I have all the 

way to my plans for the next day. Then, 
I use news articles and resources to talk 
about the COVID-19 updates for that 
day. It’s beneficial to vlog a day-to-day 
update as circumstances are changing so  
rapidly.”

Hastings admitted the students are 
working harder from home than they 
would have in the regular school envi-
ronment, and the results are beneficial 
on multiple levels. “They get to work on 
their own and add their own creative 
style to it. They are also becoming bet-
ter speakers and learning about public 
speaking,” he explained.

With each student creating doz-
ens of their own vlogs, there is now a 
collection of several thousand videos. 
Hastings said the plan is to make the  
videos available for future genera-
tions. The files will remain available 
in the high school’s library, with the 
possibility of public libraries in the  
future.

“(We will) keep them as separate files. 
I will probably edit it into a highlight 
video. We’ll also keep the originals,” he  
said.

Hastings, who has been at Paramus 
Catholic for nine years, also teaches 

computer graphics. He’s doing a simi-
lar project with those students, but in 
the form of a magazine. They docu-
ment their experiences daily in writ-
ing and with photos. He said that 
documentation would also be made  
available.

“Everyone’s having a good time doing 
it. Everyone’s having fun,” he said.

The video production students ad-
mitted they like being able to contribute 
during this uncertain time for the benefit 
of future students.

“This video project serves as a mod-
ern-day time capsule, not only for myself 
but for future generations,” Locker said. 
“We are living through a historic time, 
and as Winston Churchill once said, 
‘Those who fail to learn from history, are 
doomed to repeat it.’”

“I hope that future generations are 
able to see these vlogs and paint a picture 
in their head about what it was actually 
like to be a teenager during this quaran-
tine, missing out on so many life-chang-
ing events,” echoed Fagan. “I hope they 
recognize that, through prayer, there will 
be comfort and peace during any situ-
ation. I hope they don’t take for grant-
ed the time they have with their family 
and friends and that they learn to ap-
preciate the little things, because before 
this crisis, we would go about the day 
assuming there would be a tomorrow. 
And one thing I learned from this en-
tire experience is that tomorrow is not  
guaranteed.”
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Hand painted icon from Europe touring New Jersey

Nativity of our Lord, East Brunswick: June 4-June 18 
700 Old Bridge Turnpike, East Brunswick, New Jersey 
Special Service—Tuesday, June 16, 7:00 PM

St Michael the Archangel, Perth Amboy: June 18-July 2 
401 Hall Avenue, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 
Special Service—Wednesday, July 1, 7:00 PM

St Nicholas, Perth Amboy: July 2-July 16 
320 Washington Street, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 
Special Service—Wednesday, July 15, 7:00 PM

St George, Linden: July 16-July 30 
417 McCandless Street, Linden, New Jersey 
Special Service—Wednesday, July 22, 7:00 PM

St Elias, Carteret: July 30-August 13 
42 Cooke Avenue, Carteret, New Jersey 
Special Service--Wednesday, August 12, 7:00 PM

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Toms River: August 13-August 27 
1937 Church Road, Toms River, New Jerse 
Special Service--Wednesday, August 14, 7:00 PM

St Mary, Jersey City: August 27-September 10 
231 Pacific Avenue, Jersey City, New Jersey 
Wednesday, September 2, 7:00 PM

For more information: https://www.eparchyofpassaic.com

Miraculous Icon of  The Mother of God

“Helper of Mothers” or “Helper in Childbirth”

Many Couples who could not conceive or 
carry to term have reported miraculous births

Pandemic doesn’t slow 
down the Office for Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

“Be prepared. Things are going to be dif-
ferent for the foreseeable future.” 

Those were words spoken by Tom Con-
boy, the director of the Office for Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry, as he gathered the 
staff on March 17 to inform them they 
would begin working remotely due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Little did Conboy know how different it 
would be.

With parishes and schools closing, it 
meant youth ministry programs stopped 
gathering in person at their parishes. Large 
events the office had planned needed to be 
postponed or canceled, along with groups 
coming in for meetings or retreats at the St. 
John Paul II Youth Retreat Center in Kear-
ny. Summer Camp remained uncertain at 
the time of this printing. 

However, in all this, Conboy said, “We 
had to still continue the mission of our of-
fice—supporting the coordinators of youth 
and young adult ministry in our parishes.”   

Taking creative steps, they have been 
doing just that these past few months.

Rich Donovan, the associate director 
for trainings and events, has been orga-
nizing and carrying out a weekly check-in 
call for parish coordinators of youth min-
istry. This weekly virtual call allows them 
to share what is going on in their own per-
sonal lives during the pandemic, but also to 
share ideas and resources with each other. 
Donovan also puts together a weekly email 
that highlights various resources and infor-
mation that parishes can use for their own 
programs, and he has been overseeing an 
extensive COVID-19 resource page on the 
office’s website at www.newarkoym.com.  

When the stay-at-home orders were put 
in place by the governor, Gary Nova, asso-
ciate director for CYO Athletics, explained 
that they were right in the middle of basket-
ball playoffs. “We had games still set to be 
played in all of our counties that suddenly 
had to stop,” he said. 

Even though sports remain at a stand-
still, the CYO Athletics staff has kept busy. 
“We have been using this time to look at 
our rules and all that we do in CYO sports 

and see how we can improve and stream-
line things for our programs,” Nova said. 

The second annual Pastoral Juvenil 
Hispana (PJH) Teen Retreat, which would 
have been May 1-3, worked around the 
current circumstances. Marisally Santia-
go, associate director for PJH and Young 
Adult Outreach, and the PJH committee 
took sessions from the planned retreat and 
transformed them into virtual sessions. She 
has also been holding virtual gatherings for 
PJH leaders and young adult ministry lead-
ers to keep them connected and to share re-
sources. “This has really allowed for more 
outreach and more expanding,” Santiago 
said of these unprecedented times. “We 
have had the opportunity to reach some 
people and get people involved in our vir-
tual meetings and gatherings who tradi-
tionally would not have been able to do so 
due to conflicts.”

Retreats and Challenge Course Leader-
ship Retreats at the Kearny facility have also 
made adjustments. “We were just about to 
move into our busiest season of the year 
when everything had to stop,” explained 
Joel Gomez, associate director for retreats. 
“We are currently beginning to put togeth-
er virtual retreats in case we cannot gath-
er in person come this fall (so) schools and 
parishes can still have retreat opportunities. 
We hope to have something out by July 1 
on these new opportunities.” 

With the retreat center currently closed, 
Conboy said it has allowed for improve-
ments across its five-acre campus. “Our 
maintenance men have been doing a thor-
ough cleaning and disinfecting of the build-
ing,” Conboy said. “It has also given them 
the chance to catch up on painting and oth-
er maintenance tasks to keep the facility up 
to date and ready for when we can start to 
welcome our youth and young adults back 
here.”   

Lastly, Conboy shared how proud he 
is of the entire team. “From our adminis-
trative staff to associate directors, right up 
to our maintenance,” he said. “These past 
few months have been hard for all of us, 
but I remember something Rich Donovan 
shared with me, ‘During a crisis, creativity 
can thrive!’” 

Special to The Catholic Advocate

Photo courtesy of the Office for Youth & Young Adult Ministry
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en men from around the globe to serve the local Church
By Melissa McNally and Kelly Marsicano

From Guam to Brooklyn, the 10 men to be ordained priests for the Archdio-
cese of Newark have traveled diverse paths. 

According to a study by the Center for Applied Research in the Aposto-
late (CARA) at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., 25 percent of 

the Ordination Class of 2020 are foreign born.
This year’s local class features a former naval nuclear engineer, a farmer and a 

reality TV show hopeful. The ordinandi describe when they answered the call to the 
priesthood—from the mountains of Poland to World Youth Day in Sydney. 

The soon-to-be priests are an example that, even in these most challenging times, 
the Good News will still be shared.

Father Diego Arce 
Age: 38
Birthplace: Colombia 
Home parish: St. Aloysius Parish, Jersey City 
Education: Philosophy degree from Seminary 
Cristo Sacerdote, Yarumal Antioquia, Colom-
bia; M. Div. (Master of Divinity) from Immacu-
late Conception Seminary, South Orange
One of eight children, Father Arce worked on 
a farm in Colombia as a teenager. His parents, Miguel Angel and An-
drea, encouraged him to follow his childhood dream of entering the 
priesthood.
It wasn’t until the age of 18 that he began to feel a spiritual “void” and a 
deep unhappiness. His mother suggested he speak with a priest.
“God gave me a good spiritual guide, and I still remember that he said 
to me, ‘Maybe God is calling you to a specific vocation, maybe it is to 
the priesthood,’” Father Arce recalled. “It was then that my discernment 
and my decision to enter the seminary began. I have never been as 
happy as when I first stepped into the seminary.”
In 2001, he entered the Franciscan religious community in his home 
country before entering Immaculate Conception Seminary in 2013. 
Despite challenges faced by the Church, Father Arce said he believes 
now is the “perfect time” to be a priest. “It is the time to manifest a true 
discipleship to Christ; it is the time to renew our ‘yes’ and to also renew 
the hope that God always provides men who are willing to give every-
thing for the Gospel.”

Father Kamil J. Belling 
Age: 37 
Birthplace: Gdansk, Poland
Home parish: St. Theresa of Child Jesus, Lin-
den
It was during discernment retreats in the Polish 
mountains with Capuchin brothers that Father 
Belling said he realized his true calling. One of 
five children, he credits a spiritual director in 
his home country for guiding him to the priesthood. 
He claimed that during his high school years, Capuchin brothers influ-
enced him to attend the retreats. He later joined the seminary in 2011.
Adjusting to life in America proved to be a challenge for the Polish 
priest. “It was a totally different climate and culture of America in the 

seminary,” Father Belling explained. 
He described his American seminary experience as “a little bit confus-
ing” at first, but always found “precious time for prayer.”
He recalled finding strength through Mary, “a wise spiritual guide” who 
would motivate him on his journey to the priesthood.

Father John Paul Ginty 
Age: 55
Birthplace: Riverdale, Bronx, N.Y.
Home parish: Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Ridge-
wood
Education: B.A. in finance and B.B.A in gov-
ernment from the University of Notre Dame; 
M.B.A. in finance and accounting from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Graduate School of Busi-
ness; law degree from Rutgers University Law School
Father Ginty had multiple career paths before discerning his vocation. 
He was a nuclear engineer for the U.S. Navy Submarine Force for five 
years, was an auditor in New York City, a stock market analyst and a 
lawyer.
He entered the seminary in 2013, and a meaningful assignment further 
convinced Father Ginty that he was on the right path. In 2015, he spent 
a year in southern Minnesota assisting a Newark priest who was there 
on mission as a parish priest. 
“(That experience) helped me to find peace and happiness with my 
relatively late entry into the life of the seminary and the formation 
for the priestly vocation,” he explained. “While on mission, I encoun-
tered many people who, despite a great lack of material resources and 
worldly acclaim, sought to open their hearts to the Word of God and 
the community of the local Church.”
The mission opened his eyes to parish communities that “served as 
lifelines of faith to many who would otherwise be alone.” 
He added, “I left there inspired to continue the priestly formation and 
to, with the help of God, work in the future to bring the same spirit of 
Christian communion and belonging to the people whom I am ulti-
mately assigned to serve.”

Father Dražen Hosi 
Age: 44
Birthplace: Split, Croatia
Home parish: St. Matthew, Split, Croatia
Father Hosi served in the Croatian army for 
12 years prior to entering Redemptoris Mater 
Seminary in Guam. 
Before attending a vocational retreat in 2003, 
he said he was uncertain of the path his life 
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Father Jae Joo 
Age: 28
Birthplace: South Korea
Home parish: Church of Korean Martyrs, Sad-
dle Brook 
Education: B.A. in Catholic theology from Se-
ton Hall University
For Father Joo, happiness motivated him to 
join the priesthood. He revealed that during 
his first year of college, he did not know what he wanted out of his life 
or what brought him joy.
“I began to reflect about the source of happiness, and I came to the 
conclusion that nothing of the world—money, comfort, fame and pow-
er—can truly make me happy. And when I thought of ‘happy people,’ I 
saw people who went to church,” Father Joo explained.
He saw joy in his faithful parents, Young Jo and Jung Hee, and his older 
sister, a vowed religious. He discerned that his happiness came from 
the Church and the priesthood. 
“Whenever I pictured myself not being a priest, a great feeling of 
regret came over me,” he said. “To ensure that I will never have 
that feeling, I decided to enter the seminary to see if I can have 
the chance to be happy in the Church as well, and I can confident-
ly say God has shown me the way to the happiness He wants for  
me.”
Through the priesthood and the service of others, Father Joo said he 
found joy. “And this joy has been encouraging me to become a priest, 
despite these difficult times. I truly believe that God is calling me to 
the priesthood so I can truly make a gift of myself, truly love others and 
love Him, and truly become holy.”

Father Anthony Joseph Palombo 
Age: 34
Birthplace: Brooklyn, N.Y.
Home parish: Holy Redeemer, West New York
Education: B.A. in philosophy and B.A. in sa-
cred theology from the Catholic University of 
America, Washington, D.C.; in the process of 
earning a master’s in systematic theology from 
Seton Hall University, South Orange
“Many people view the Church as a highly judgmental institution, but 
the Church is the only place in which I have found real mercy,” ex-
plained Father Palombo. “And I want to be a minister of that same mer-
cy for others.”
The eldest of 10 children, he was raised in a devout Catholic family. His 
parents, Frank and Jean, were followers of the Neocatechumenal Way 
and “made God a priority.”
Since the age of 7, Father Palombo knew he wanted to become a 
priest. But the death of his father, a firefighter who perished in 9/11, 
challenged his faith. 
“I was 15 at the time and my youngest sister was 11 months old. I be-
came largely disillusioned about God and, shortly after, the priesthood 
lost the attraction that it previously had for me,” he recalled. 
After four years of spiritual disillusionment, a trip to the Holy Land 
changed his life. “My experience in Israel provided me with an expe-
rience of God that inspired in me the gratitude to decide to enter the 
seminary,” Father Palombo said. “I experienced that God loved me as I 
was, that He repaid my disillusionment and anger with love.”

would take. He decided God was calling him to the priesthood after 
participating in lectio divina, a traditional monastic practice of scriptur-
al reading, meditation and prayer.
“I was afraid to enter the seminary,” Father Hosi recalled. “So, I asked 
the Lord for a word to confirm His call, and I received it: ‘Do not be 
afraid, I will be with you.’ (Ex 3:12) That word has always accompanied 
me, not only when I entered the seminary but through all the years of 
being in the seminary.”
He decided to enter the seminary without learning English. “Look-
ing back, I can now see that God, though all these years, helped 
me with my studies; learning and studying in English especially, be-
cause before I only spoke Croatian. In the seminary there wasn’t 
any other Croatian who could help me understand what was go-
ing on around me. In that moment, I experienced that God is truly  
with me.”
Father Hosi transferred to Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Kearny in 
2017. “I am still walking the path toward priesthood because I believe 
that God is calling me to be a priest, with the assurance that His will is 
the only thing that can make me happy.”

Father Edmond Philip Ilg 
Age: 61
Birthplace: Glen Cove, N.Y.
Education: Bachelor of chemical engineering 
from the University of Delaware
“God has called me; it is as simple as that. It 
was never a ‘plan’ of my own,” Father Ilg ex-
plained. He recalled that a year before enter-
ing the seminary he was not even thinking of 
joining the priesthood. 
Father Ilg lived a completely different vocation prior to entering the 
seminary in 2013. He was a married father and held various engineer-
ing management positions for 35 years. 
His son, Philip, heard the call to priesthood first, entering Redemptoris 
Mater Seminary in Washington, D.C. in 2006. After his wife’s death in 
2011, he felt the call to become an itinerant missionary.  
“I started working with priests in a parish and in a prison ministry and 
this helped me immensely in the discernment process,” Father Ilg said. 
“Daily prayer of the Psalter with them deepened my spiritual walk. Ac-
companying them in their pastoral duties made me more aware of the 
ministry of the Church and the need for the Gospel to be shared with 
people.”
After a four-day pilgrimage to Toronto to the Shrine of the North Amer-
ican Martyrs and attending World Youth Day Brazil in 2013, he believed 
“God spoke to (him) greatly about the priesthood.” 
After a friend’s funeral, Father Ilg finally made the decision to fulfill his 
vocation. “I attended the funeral of Jean Palombo (the mother of fel-
low classmate Father Anthony Joseph) on Aug. 12, 2013. That night, I 
expressed my desire for the priesthood, and she, too, helped me to 
discern the call.”



His mother passed away from cancer in 2013, two years after he en-
tered Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Washington, D.C. “Only in 
the Church have I found a relevant answer to my sufferings, and 
I want to minister to those who are suffering,” Father Palombo  
stated.

Father Preston Daniel Peredo Perez 
Age: 32
Birthplace: El Sobrante, California
Home parish: San Vicente San Roque Parish, 
Barrigada, Guam
Education: B.A. in sacred theology from Bless-
ed Diego Luis de SanVitores Catholic Theolog-
ical Institute for Oceania, Guam
Raised in Guam, Father Peredo Perez is the 
youngest of three brothers. He described his discernment as “both ex-
tensive and essential.” Before entering the seminary in 2006, he was 
filled with doubt and sought the advice of a priest.
“I found assurance in what he told me,” Father Peredo Perez recalled.  
“I found that the Lord was offering me a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty to enter into an adventure that would take me to places that I have 
never thought.”
He described how his faith sustained him while attending Redempto-
ris Mater Seminary far away from home. “It is as though every difficul-
ty that I had to pass through has been a discovery of my dependence 
upon Him. It is as if every one of those difficulties was a confirmation of 
following the will of God,” he explained.
Father Peredo Perez said he believes it is his mission as a priest to bring 
others closer to Jesus. “I see myself as a mere instrument and spectator 
to the marvels that the Lord wants to do in the lives of those who I will 
meet in and through the ministerial priesthood.”

Father Darren Matthew Santo Tomas 
Age: 32
Birthplace: Tamuning, Guam 
Home parish: St. John the Evangelist, Bergen-
field 
Education: M.A. in systematic theology from 
Seton Hall University
Father Santo Tomas’ life has had many twists 
and turns that led him to Redemptoris Mater 
Seminary in Kearny.
At age 19, he worked at a restaurant on the island of Guam and planned 
to relocate to Texas in search of reality television fame. “I was a Catho-
lic merely by name and not in spirit,” he recalled. “I was an obstacle for 
the Lord because of my many sins. Despite my past sins and juvenile 
behavior, the Lord kept loving me.”
During his teenage years, he described having a “lukewarm” attitude 
toward the Church. “I had replaced my relationship with God with the 
affections of friends, my time at church with parties, and the true God 

for the idols of the world.”
In 2008, he attended World Youth Day in Australia and he was unex-
pectedly “shot by God’s arrow” during a vocational meeting with the 
international team of the Neocatechumenal Way in Sydney.
“I had gone to this World Youth Day, this pilgrimage, for all the wrong 
reasons,” Father Santo Tomas explained. “I went for friends, and a kind 
of pagan bon voyage before flying off ‘the rock’ (Guam) to the main-
land (U.S). I wasn’t interested in God or vocations.”
The initiator of the meeting gave a strong catechesis on the story of 
Zacchaeus that resonated with Santo Tomas. Later that year, he entered 
the Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Guam before relocating to the Ke-
arny seminary in 2017.
“Although it may sound like a happy ending, this is just the beginning 
of my story with Christ,” he said.

Father Nicholas C. Sertich 
Age: 26
Birthplace: Englewood, N.J.
Home parish: Epiphany, Cliffside Park
Education: B.A. from Seton Hall University; 
B.A. in sacred theology from Pontificia Univer-
sità Gregoriana, Rome; in the process of earn-
ing an S.T.L. (licentiate in moral theology) from 
Pontificia Università Lateranense – Accademia 
Alfonsiana
For Father Sertich, an only child, joining the seminary in 2015 was like 
“having a couple hundred brothers overnight.” 
After completing a year of studies at Immaculate Conception Semi-
nary, he was offered the opportunity to continue formation at the Pon-
tifical North American College in Rome.
“Looking back over my experience of the seminary in Italy, I recognize 
that I was presented with a number of obvious challenges, and yet 
also received many blessings,” Father Sertich recalled. “The greatest 
of these blessings, undoubtedly, was the opportunity to live and work 
among 200 other men studying for the priesthood from all across the 
United States, from all different walks of life.”
Despite the cultural differences, he noted “a strong sense of common 
commitment, devotedness and mutual support” among his fellow 
seminarians. Father Sertich explained that he is constantly inspired by 
his peers.
“I know that I have learned much about what it means to be a good and 
faithful priest from the men with whom I have shared my seminary ex-
perience, and while I am certainly grateful for what I have learned, I am 
even more grateful to know them as friends,” he said.
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Photos courtesy of the Ordination Class of 2020
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Archdiocese to ordain 23 permanent deacons

A brotherhood of men called to the 
diaconate
By Paul Zeller

As a group, the permanent diaconate 
class of 2020 started our journey in 2015 
when, as aspirant candidates, we discerned 
if this was God’s true call for us. During 
this time, we applied to the program, read 
several books, wrote essays and inter-
viewed with deacons. While some may 
consider this a rigorous application pro-
cess, for the men, this was a time to tru-
ly connect with the Lord, to understand 
what He is calling us to do and to deter-
mine if we were ready to accept that call.

Once accepted into the program, we 
quickly established an incredible brother-
hood. We encouraged and supported one 
another through the four-year program 
established by the archdiocese in conjunc-
tion with Seton Hall University. The pro-
gram consists of three major components: 
theological study through the Immacu-
late Conception Seminary at Seton Hall, 
which leads to all candidates graduating 
with a master’s degree concentrated on 
systematic theology; a practical compo-
nent where we meet at least one Saturday 
per month to explore ministry; and a spir-
itual component where we pray together 
several times a week and attend an annual 
retreat with both our brother candidates 
and our wives.

The concept of brotherhood cannot be 

overstated. This program is a truly beauti-
ful gift; however, is incredibly challenging. 
To start, we are participating in a rigorous 
and accredited master’s program, which 
for men who have not attended school 
in some time is a challenge. For some of 
our brothers, English is a second (or even 
third) language, so studying at a gradu-
ate level in English presents an additional 
challenge. Further, most men in the group 
have families and/or active careers, which 
presents issues when trying to balance re-
sponsibilities. Together, as brothers, we 
picked each other up. We worked togeth-
er. We cried together. We prayed together. 
We celebrated together. Only as a broth-
erhood, with Christ at the center, were we 
able to complete this program.

While certainly one of the most diffi-
cult challenges of our lives, this program 
has been a true gift to each of us. During 
this time, we had the gift of coming to 
know our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in 
a deeper way. Our studies helped us ex-
plore many topics, including the Bible, 
Church history, Christian morality, Chris-
tology, Christian anthropology, faith, spir-
ituality, canon law, the sacraments and the 
Most Holy Trinity. We have learned how 
to be better evangelists and ministers. But, 
most of all, we have learned the true love 
and mercy Christ has for each and every-
one one of us. As deacons, we cannot wait  

to share these 
great gifts we 
have been giv-
en with all of 
you.

We could not 
have completed this 
journey without a 
great deal of help. First, 
as a class, we would like to 
thank God for calling us to this 
ministry and for providing us with ev-
erything we have needed along the way. 
Through God, we have been given the gift 
of many people to help us succeed in an-
swering this call. Our families have been 
our tireless supporters and advocates, 
and we cannot thank them enough for 
their love, patience and understanding. 
We thank Father James Teti, the director 
of selection and formation, for his guid-
ance and support through this entire pro-
cess. We are also incredibly grateful to the 
administration and faculty at Seton Hall 
University that have helped us grow both 
academically and spiritually. While there 
have been so many who helped us along 
the way, we need to especially thank Dea-
con Andrew Saunders, the director for 
the Center of Diaconal Formation, for his 
unwavering support and assistance while 
leading the academic portion of our pro-
gram.

We would 
also like to thank 

the archdiocese. Our jour-
ney would not be possible without the 
leadership of Cardinal Tobin, our auxilia-
ry bishops and the chancery officials. We 
are forever indebted to our spiritual direc-
tors, priests from within the archdiocese, 
who dedicate their time to help us main-
tain a healthy relationship with the Lord. 
We also could not do this without the sup-
port of our pastors and clergy of our local 
parishes, who support us in love, prayer 
and mentorship.

Finally, we need to thank all of the 
faithful. Without your consistent prayers 
of support and your generous donations 
to the archdiocese and your local parishes, 
we never could have completed this pro-
gram. Please know we are excited to serve 
each one of you, as Christ has called us, to 
the best of our God-given talents.

Paul Zeller is a member of this year’s 
class of permanent deacons. 

This year, the Archdiocese of Newark will ordain a new class of permanent deacons. The last group of men called to 
the order were ordained in 2016. Permanent deacons are those not planning to be ordained priests, but they are an or-
dained minister of the Catholic Church. According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, deacons are ordained 
“as a sacramental sign to the Church and to the world of Christ, who came to serve and not to be served.” The 23 
men called to serve the archdiocese represent the diversity of our local faithful.

Photo courtesy of Formation for the Permanent Diaconate
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Michael Joseph Alfano
Home Parish: St. Michael’s, Union
Wife: Jean
Director - Quality Control, Benjamin Moore 
& Co.
Favorite Bible Passage: Luke’s Gospel – 
The Prodigal Son

Scott A. Califano
Home Parish: St. Theresa’s, Kenilworth
Wife: Gloria
Senior Demand Planner, Moleskine Amer-
icas
Favorite Bible Passage: Mt 7: 7-8 “Ask, and 
it will be given to you; search, and you will 
find; Knock, and the door will be opened 
to you. Everyone who asks receives; ev-
eryone who searches finds; everyone who knocks will have the door 
opened.”

Victor Conversano Jr.
Home Parish: St. Francis of Assisi, Ridge-
field Park
Wife: Peggy
Adjunct Professor, Bergen Community 
College
Favorite Bible Passage: 1 Corinthians 13:4 
“Love is always patient and kind, love is 
never jealous; love is not boastful or con-
ceited, it is never rude and never seeks its own advantage, it does not 
take offense or store up grievances.”

Arcadio Cordova
Home Parish: St. Cecilia Church, Kearny
Wife: Rosario
Teacher/Business Owner, Cleaning Ser-
vice
Favorite Bible Passage: Psalm 23 “The 
Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
lack.”

Edwin T. Dava
Home Parish: Our Lady of Mercy, Jersey 
City
Wife: Elnora
Operations Associate, MUFG Union Bank 
N.A.
Favorite Bible Passage: Is 41:10 “Do not 
fear. I am with you: Do not be anxious: I 
am your God. I will strengthen you, I will 
help you. I will up hold you with my victorious right hand.”

Roberto Del Rios
Home Parish: St. Michael’s, Newark
Wife: Madeline
Social Worker, Newark Public Schools
Favorite Bible Passage: Phil 4:13 “I can 
do all things through Christ Jesus who 
strengthens me.”
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Roberto Demetillo
Home Parish: St. Cassian, Upper Montclair
Wife: Cynthia
Registered Nurse/Nursing Director, St. Jo-
seph Healthcare System
Favorite Bible Passage: John 14:6 “I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life.”

Matthew DeVoti
Home Parish: Notre Dame, North Cald-
well
Wife: Laura
Sales Manager, Altice Media Solutions/
News 12 New Jersey
Favorite Bible Passage: John 14:6 “I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.” 
& Mt 16:18 “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

Junelito (Junie) Fuertes
Home Parish: St. Anne, Fairlawn
Wife: Josefa
Depot Coordinator, Carrier Rental Sys-
tems
Favorite Bible Passage: Psalm 18:6 “In my 
distress I called upon the Lord, and cried 
to my God for help; He heard my voice 
out of His temple, And my cry for help be-
fore Him came into His ears.”

Bernie Hayes
Home Parish: Church of the Annuncia-
tion, Paramus
Wife: Kristina
Favorite Bible Passage: John 8:31-32 
“To the Jews who believed in Him, Jesus 
said: ‘If you make my word your home, 
you will indeed be my disciples, you will 
come to know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.’”

Hugh Keffer
Home Parish: St. James the Apostle, Spring-
field
Wife: Maggie
Attorney
Favorite Bible Passage: John 11: 35 “Jesus 
wept.”

John Yeongho Kim
Home Parish: St. Andrew Kim, Maplewood
Wife: Theresa
Auto Body Shop Manager, Jay’s Garage, 
Inc.
Favorite Bible Passage: John 15:16 “You 
did not choose Me, but I chose you.”

Suk Chan Kim
Home Parish: Church of the Madonna, 
Fort Lee
Wife: Eunjoo Kimchoi
Management Director, Mee Joo Catholic, 
Inc.
Favorite Bible Passage: Romans 12:12 
“Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, per-
severe in prayer.”

John Wayne LaDuca
Home Parish: St. Elizabeth of Hungary, 
Wyckoff
Wife: Jeanne
Law Enforcement, Bergen County
Favorite Bible Passage: Psalm 23 “The 
Lord is my Shepherd …”
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Raymond Schembri
Home Parish: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Wallington
Wife: Yolanda
Civil Engineer - Retired
Favorite Bible Passage: John 2:5 “His 
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever 
He tells you’.” And John 6:53 “Jesus said 
to them, ’Very truly I tell you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in 
you.’”

Mark Inbo Shim
Home Parish: Church of Madonna, Fort 
Lee
Wife: Rosemary
Physician - Cardiology, Cardiology Con-
sultants of Englewood Cliffs, PC
Favorite Bible Passage: 1 Cor 1:27-29 
“No. God chose those who, by human 
standards, are fools to shame the wise; 
He chose who, by human standards, are weak to shame the strong, 
those who, by human standards, are common and contemptible—in-
deed those who count for nothing—to reduce to nothing all those that 
do count for something, so that no human being might feel boastful 
be fore God.” 

Edward (Ed) Stoker
Home Parish: Our Lady of Mercy, Park 
Ridge
Wife: Maureen
Civil Investigator, FSA Federal - USPIS
Favorite Bible Passage: Joshua 1:9 “Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and cou-
rageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.”

Carl Lordi
Home Parish: St. Mary’s, Nutley
Wife: Linda
Broker/Owner, Remax Park Square
Favorite Bible Passage: John 1:1-18, John 
3:1-21 [God the Word becomes Man in 
the Person of Jesus Christ] {The Paschal 
Mystery Allows the Spirit to Bring new 
Birth to those who believe.}

Thomas Moore
Home Parish: St. Philomena, Livingston
Retired FBI Agent
Favorite Bible Passage: Psalm 95:1 “Come, 
Let us sing joyfully to the Lord; Cry out to 
the rock of our Salvation.”

Michael Pasquale
Home Parish: St. Thomas the Apostle, 
Bloomfield
Wife: Nicelle
Vice President of Operations, Windsor 
Advanced Practice Nursing, PC
Favorite Bible Passage: Psalm 46:10 “Be 
still and know that I am God.”

Krzysztof (Chris) Pawlik
Home Parish: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Wallington
Wife: Aleksandra
Control System Engineer, Pumping Ser-
vices, Inc.
Favorite Bible Passage: 2 Peter 1:5-8 “For 
this very reason make every effort to sup-
plement your faith with virtue, and virtue 
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these things 
are yours and abound, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruit-
ful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



Eugene (Gene) Sullivan
Home Parish: St. Philomena, Livingston
Wife: Patty
Importer of Fresh Seafood, Sullivan & Fitz-
gerald
Favorite Bible Passage: John 6:68 “… To 
whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.”

Paul Zeller
Home Parish: St. Andrew, Westwood
Wife: Christine
Director of Technology and Communica-
tion, Pascack Valley Regional High School 
District
Favorite Bible Passage: Jeremiah 1:6-9 
“’Ah, Lord God!’ I said, ’I do not know how 
to speak. I am too young!’ But the Lord an-
swered me, ’Do not say “I am too young.” To whomever I send you, you 
shall go; whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid 
of them, for I am with you to deliver you—oracle of the Lord.’ Then the 
Lord extended His hand and touched my mouth, saying to me, ’See, I 
place my words in your mouth!’”
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God Bless You Always, 
Rev. Michael Sheehan  

and all the staff and parishioners  
at St. Peter the Apostle Parish, 

River Edge 

With prayers and 
best wishes as you 
are consecrated to 
a life of service to 
the people of God. 

Reverend Nicholas C. Sertich

Ad multos annos  
gloriosque annos vivas! 

 
Con�ratula�ons and �od�s �lessin�  

to the Reverend Father 
Darren Santo Tomas 
from the parishioners 
of Holy Trinity Church 

The Parish Community of 
Notre Dame Church 

North Caldwell, NJ 

Congratulates Matthew DeVoti 
on the occasion of his 

Ordination to the Diaconate 
May the Holy Spirit shine brightly 

 in you as you serve the  
community of God's people. 
God bless you, Laura, Matt & Julie! 

Congratulates Matthew DeVoti
on the occasion of his

Ordination to the Diaconate
May the Holy Spirit shine brightly

in you as you serve the
community of God’s people.
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May Christ the Redeemer
Continue to Bless You

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop of Newark

May God Bless  
Our Newly-Ordained
Priests & Deacons!

 
May their love and faith inspire them in 

their ministry.

AD MULTOS ANNOS!

 ADVOCATE
THE CATHOLIC

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

NEW JERSEY
CATÓLICO

Congratulations
Archdiocese of Newark

Class of 2020 Clergy!

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”
 

—Romans 15:13



Congratulates  

Diaconate 

Rev. Mr. John LaDuca 

 Ordination 
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With great rejoicing
We congratulate
Our newly Ordained
Deacon Krzysztof (Chris) Pawlik
Sto Lat! - Axios!

The Parish Family
of

The Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Wallington, NJ 07057

Congratulations  
Deacon Edwin

 on your Ordination!
From the Faith Community of 

Our Lady of Mercy

May every good grace be with you as you fill 
the spiritual needs of God’s people here 

in the Archdiocese of Newark
www.RCANCEM.org

The office and staff of 
Catholic Cemeteries extend a 

Thank you to the Class of 2020
for answering God’s call.
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Congratulations
HUGH KEFFER

 From Your
Saint James the Apostle 

Family!

Five men preparing for the priesthood will be ordained transitional 
deacons alongside the permanent deacons during two celebration 
Masses on June 27 at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in 
Newark . The five men are:

Moris Montoya
Christian Scalo 
Lynx Soliman

Gabriel Celis Camacho
Luis Carlos Rodrigues de Araujo

Priesthood is a ‘tower of 
hope’ in uncertain times
By Father Eugenio de la Rama

The ten men scheduled to be ordained 
on June 21 have every right to be disap-
pointed about the circumstances under 
which they will be mystically configured 
into the Eternal High Priesthood of Jesus 
Christ.  

They will have to limit their guest 
lists. Various parts of the Holy Mass will 
be simplified where possible. Everyone 
will be spread apart in order to facilitate a 
safe, indoor experience of worship. After 
roughly eight seminary years of discern-
ment, prayer, study and formation, the day 
they’ve only dreamt of has finally arrived 
and yet it is uncertain if they should hug 
the people congratulating them.

However, the rest of the local Church 
of Newark have every right to expect them 
to transition quickly from disappointment 
to dedication. Not only are the faithful en-
titled to good, holy priests because of their 
relentless prayer and generous steward-
ship leading up to this “harvest day,” but 
they are simply in 
desperate need of 
them.

The eruption 
of the COVID-19 virus sparked a global 
pandemic that claimed the lives of thou-
sands in our archdiocese, with many oth-
ers unemployed and fearful of the future. 
The brutal killing of George Floyd has be-
come yet another tragic exacerbation of 
the underlying infirmity of racism that has 
always plagued our country.

In a unique way, racism and the pan-
demic symbolize two forms of suffering 
that priests are called to enter into: chosen 
and unchosen. Far too many priests can 
attest to the many tragic ways in which 
parishioners are mysteriously faced with 
suffering through no fault of their own.  
They are called to accompany people de-
spite their own inability to make sense of 
the accidents, diagnoses and unexpected 
deaths. Without judgment, they are equal-
ly tasked to care for those who have in-
curred the difficult effects of sin and en-
courage them to rectify their relationship 
with the Father.

Grace is the immeasurable strength 

that priests administer through the sac-
raments. Faced with so much civil unrest 
at the current moment, the ministerial 
priesthood is an opportunity to be a strong 

tower of hope that 
can pave the way 
for Jesus to heal 
and unite.  

We see this in the experience of the ten 
lepers in the eleventh chapter of the Gos-
pel of Luke.  They cry out to our Lord, “Je-
sus, Master! Have pity on us!” He replies, 
“Go show yourselves to the priests.” As 
they were going, they were cleansed.  

In the face of injustice against people 
making pilgrimage, our Lord is recorded 
with justified anger in the Gospel of Mat-
thew driving out the merchants in the tem-
ple, “My house shall be a house of prayer, 
but you are making it a den of thieves.”  

All priests, new and old alike, would 
do well to rediscover the invisible power 
and grace that emanates from their min-
istry because it is the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ. When zealously is exercised, we 
are assured through Scripture and tradi-
tion that peace, hope, unity and healing 
are the result of this most essential work. 
May the Holy Spirit bring success to the 
work of their hands!

Father Eugenio de la Rama is the direc-
tor of the Office of Priestly Vocations.

Living Our Faith

As a valued reader of NEW JERSEY 
CATHOLIC magazine share the 

experience and consider buying a 
subscription for someone .

SUBSCRIBE online at 

www.njcatholicsubscribe.rcan.org  
or call (973) 497-4200

CARA study on new ordinands 
spots trends worth watching
By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The annu-
al survey of seminarians scheduled for 
priestly ordination this year reveals con-
tinuing trends and suggests potential 
trends in the making.

“We’ve been consistent over the last 
20 years in terms of the age of men be-
ing ordained to the priesthood. It 
continues to hover into the low to 
mid-30s,” said Father Luke Ballman, ex-
ecutive director of the U.S. bishops’ Sec-
retariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life and  
Vocations.

“Consistently over the last 20 years, 
the age has slightly decreased each year 
such that we’re seeing a slight reduction 
by a couple of years in terms of the aver-
age age of the man being ordained,” Fa-
ther Ballman said.

“One of the things we have studied is 
cultural ethnicity and vocations where 
you have different immigrant groups, 
cultural groups, (with a) disproportion-
ately high number of vocations,” said Fa-
ther Thomas Gaunt, executive director of 
the Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown Uni-
versity, which conducts the survey each 
year.

“About 25 percent (of ordinands) are 
foreign-born. That reflects almost to a ‘T’ 

the proportion of foreign-born Catho-
lics in the United States. And so we of-
ten forget that approximately a quarter 
of all the adult Catholics in the U.S. are 
foreign-born immigrants—and the num-
ber of seminarians also reflects that pro-
portion.” Over the past 20 years, the per-
centage of foreign-born new priests is 29 
percent.

It’s not as if foreign-born new priests 
are coming to the United States just to 
study for the priesthood, he said. The 46-
page report, released April 23, found a 
host of facts about the incoming group of 
priests.

Fewer than half reported having at-
tended a Catholic school at any level pri-
or to seminary, but their Catholic school 
attendance was five percentage points 
higher than the general Catholic popu-
lation. 

In a case of both-and, 89 percent re-
port being encouraged to consider the 
priesthood by someone in their life, but 
52 percent indicate that they were dis-
couraged from pursuing the priesthood.
The stage of life when they remember 
first considering priesthood was elemen-
tary school, 36 percent, and college, 23 
percent.

In this year’s group of priests, 84 per-
cent will be ordained by age 40, almost 
evenly split between the under-30 cohort 
and the 31-40 age group.
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Congratulations
Deacon Roberto Demetillo

May God bless you
and your ministry.

St. Cassian Church

Congratulations  

to all our new deacons,
especially Paul Zeller

Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols

Congratulates

Michael Joseph Alfano
On your ordination 

The Parish Family of St. Michael, Union

  

 Reverend   
 Jason 
 Mantich 
 
Ordination 
May 25, 2019 

 
  

May God’s blessings be upon you 
throughout your priesthood. 

 

You will remain in our prayers. 
 

  

Your friends at   

Reverend
John Paul
Ginty

Ordination
June 21, 2020
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Congratulations to all the Ordinandi,
Especially:

Darren Matthew Santo Tomas
Edmond Philip Ilg

Kamil Belling

St. John the Evangelist Church
Bergenfield, New Jersey

Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols
Priests and Staff

The Parish Family, of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, Linden extend 
prayerful congratulations to  

Rev. Kamil Belling upon his ordination to the priesthood.
“ I have called you by name: you are mine!” (Is 43:1)

“You seduced me, LORD, and I let myself be seduced” ( Jr 20:7)
“You shall make and keep yourselves holy, because I am holy”  

(Lev 11:44)

Życzymy Ci ogromnego pragnienia świętości i
abyś zdobywając ją zarażał nią tych wśród

których Pan Cię pośle.
Niech Bóg Ci błogosławi!

Be assured of our prayers and support.

With Great Joy We Celebrate

the 2020 Ordination of

Rev. Nicholas C. Sertich

Our Prayers and Congratulations
Church of the Epiphany

Cliffside Park
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Seton Hall celebrates Class of 2020 with 
weeklong online celebration
With Pirate pride, Seton Hall Uni-

versity launched a weeklong 
digital takeover on its website 

and social media accounts to honor the 
Class of 2020. 

The takeover began with the lives-
treaming of a celebratory Mass on Sun-
day, May 17, and continued with person-
al messages and tributes throughout the 
week from the entire university commu-
nity: parents and families, friends, profes-
sors and alumni. 

“It is often said that wisdom is knowing 
what to do and virtue is having the will to 
do it. You (the Class of 2020) have demon-
strated both. You’ve earned these degrees,” 
University President Joseph E. Nyre, 
Ph.D., said in his virtual address to gradu-
ates, which includes 1,299 undergrads and 
1,035 graduate students.

Senator Cory Booker also offered his 
congratulations in a video message. He 
applauded the “grit and guts, struggle and 
sacrifice” of the graduating class. “You 
have truly given us so much more pride in 
Jersey and made us so much more Jersey 
strong,” he added.

Scheduled graduation speaker and 
alumnus James M. Murray, director of the 
United States Secret Service, expressed 
disappointment that they could not all 
gather together on the original May 18 
commencement date. “It would be a gross 
understatement to simply say that these 
are exceptional and demanding times that 
we’re living through,” he said. 

He noted to graduates that “this too 
shall pass” and encouraged the graduat-
ing class to remain optimistic. “We will 
move through and out of this experience 
and when we do, we will need your ener-
gy. Please don’t let these current circum-
stances dampen your spirit, your pride or 
your sense of accomplishment. Be proud, 
be safe, be healthy and I’ll see you soon.”

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., 
shared with the graduates that his own 
mother graduated on D-Day—June 6, 
1944. “You face similar circumstances that 
can provoke sorrow as well as anxiety and 
concern,” he explained.

“But as servant leaders trained in the 
tradition of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, you 
can embrace these circumstances and 
make the choice to use what you’ve been 
given and what you’ve developed through 
hard work for the service of others,” the 
cardinal continued. “I believe that our 
Church as well as our society can emerge 
better because of the experience of these 
last months. We may recognize our inter-
connectedness, our co-responsibility not 
simply for our own lives and happiness 
but for the well-being and flourishing of 
humanity in our cities, in our nation and 
in our world. My heartfelt congratulations 
and thanks that you’ve chosen Seton Hall 
to develop the gifts that God has given 
you. My prayers accompany you as you 
go forward and I look forward to meeting 
you again along the path of life’s destiny. 
God bless you all.” 

President Nyre also highlighted the 
accomplishments of the graduating class. 
“We will come together when it’s safe to 
have a traditional in-person commence-
ment. In the meantime, your accomplish-
ments cannot go unrecognized. Class of 
2020, you’ve achieved exceptional things 
at Seton Hall. Among you are students 
who have launched student groups or 
spearheaded efforts to support voter reg-
istration. There are others who are already 
teaching virtually, working in hospitals 
and are headed off to work at places like 
Amazon in Seattle.”

The graduates were called to excel de-

spite the unanticipated circumstances of 
the pandemic over the last few months. 
“Yet, as I often say, these are indeed chal-
lenging times, but they are our times,” 
Nyre explained. “Despite these daunting 
challenges, you’ve excelled at your classes, 
supported your classmates and commu-
nities from afar and made a positive dif-
ference in the lives of others. I believe the 
world is run by the people who show up, 
and you have shown up using the best of 
your Seton Hall education while display-
ing bravery, compassion and persever-
ance.”

In addition to the digital celebrations, 
while physical distancing procedures re-
mained in place, students returned to the 
South Orange campus to take graduation 
photos and videos. Graduates were asked 
to reserve a 30-minute appointment and 
no more than four people were permit-
ted to accompany the graduate on campus 
during each reservation time.

For more details, visit www.shu.edu/
commencement. 

Submitted photos
Maestro Jason Tramm leads the Seton Hall choir (remotely) in a virtual perfor-
mance for the Class of 2020 .

Marya Mahmood graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in history, secondary 
education & special education and a 
minor in gender studies .

Joseph Murante of Belleville graduated with a major in economics and finance 
and a minor in legal studies from Stillman School of Business, receiving a bache-
lor’s degree in business administration .
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Felician University honors graduates in virtual commencement

Photos courtesy of Felician University

Felician University’s 513 graduat-
ing seniors became the first class 
in the school’s history to mark the 

time-honored tradition of commencement 
online instead of on campus. 

At the request of seniors, a virtual cer-
emony was held May 16, the planned date 
for commencement before the pandemic 
hit.

Several university officials dressed in 
full academic regalia as they addressed 
students virtually to acknowledge their ac-
complishments and achievements. Speak-
ing from her living room instead of from 
Breslin Auditorium, Felician President Dr. 
Anne Prisco acknowledged the graduating 
Class of 2020 has “demonstrated through 
a year of turmoil and transition that they 
are smart, talented and prepared to shape 
the future.” 

Prisco assured them that “Felician will 
always be your home.” She urged the class 
to commit to changing the world one grad-
uate at a time by continuing to keep learn-
ing, listening, embracing new ideas and 
being conscious of the needs of those less 

fortunate.
Dr. Sylvia McGeary, vice president of 

Academic Affairs and Mission Integration 
at Felician, gave the graduates a reminder. 
“I’d like you to remember that a Felician 
graduate is a graduate who possesses com-
petence, character and compassion and the 
ability to be a leader in the 21st century,” 
she said.

The virtual ceremony ended with Di-
rector of Campus Ministry Andy Fellows 
reciting the Prayer for Peace and Justice, 
which concludes with a powerful message: 
“For it is in healing that we are healed. It 
is in reconciling that we are reconciled. It 
is in our common bond that we become  
whole.”

A traditional commencement is sched-
uled for Sept. 12 on the Lodi campus.

Meantime, the 57th graduating class 
of Felician University’s School of Nurs-
ing held its virtual pinning ceremony via 
Zoom on May 12. Students filled seven dif-
ferent screens as they took part in an on-
line ceremony launching their nursing ca-
reers.

Since its inception more than half a 
century ago, Felician has trained some 
6,000 nurses, many of them now working 
on the front lines of the pandemic in hos-
pitals, senior centers and nursing homes.

“You’re going to look back and think, 
‘What can I say about how I stepped up 
and adapted to a really difficult time in our 
history?’” President Prisco told the nursing 
graduates. “What will you be able to tell 
your family, friends and maybe your chil-
dren someday about what this experience 
was like for you and how you rose to the 
occasion?”

The virtual pinning ceremony was 
held on the 200th anniversary of the 

birth of Florence Nightingale, the found-
er of modern nursing who came to prom-
inence during the Crimean War and 
helped decrease the death rate of soldiers 
by two thirds by eradicating unsanitary  
conditions. 

“She volunteered at a hospital that was 
filled with cholera patients. Cholera was a 
disease that, at the time, had no cure. By 
doing so, she was exposing herself to a po-
tentially fatal disease. Sound familiar?” 
Nursing School Dean Dr. Christine Mihal 
reflected. “Florence didn’t have the benefit 
of PPE (Personal Protective Equipment), 
but if it existed, you can be sure that she 
would have been a proponent of it and of 
its importance for nurses.”

Nursing Instructor Amy Giordano told 
the class that being a nurse goes far beyond 
bandages and charting. She urged them al-
ways to remember what it was like to be 
a nursing student. “Embrace and encour-
age the nursing students you encounter. 
Please take the time to teach them,” she 
said. “They will never forget. They will 

walk away thinking to themselves, ‘That’s 
the kind of nurse I would want to be.’”

Campus Minister Fellows discussed 
Felician’s core values: solidarity with the 
poor, respect for human dignity, compas-
sion, justice and peace, and transforma-
tion. “I hope those values have become 
more than just words to you,” he said. “But 
if you’re still coming to understand them, I 
can simplify it by saying that all these val-
ues come down to one thing: love for oth-
ers demonstrated in compassionate care.” 
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Caldwell University holds virtual honors convocation
Caldwell University celebrated stu-

dent and employee excellence 
during a virtual honors convoca-

tion ceremony on May 7. The commence-
ment ceremony for the Class of 2020 will 
be held in the fall.

Members of the Caldwell community 
and their families joined the celebration 
on their computers and smartphones to 
cheer on graduating seniors, other stu-
dents and faculty and staff members who 
have displayed extraordinary accomplish-
ments.

The celebration opened with a “virtu-
al flyover” video spanning the university’s 
campus accompanied by music from the 
Caldwell Jazz Band.

The celebration was of special signif-
icance, said President Dr. Nancy Blat-
tner, since everyone was “sheltering in 
place” due to the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She asked those at-
tending to join her in a moment of silence 
for those who have passed and the mem-
bers of the university community and 
their families “who are ill, are frontline 
workers or who are stressed by the change 
in our living situations.”

An awards ceremony then followed. 
Blattner said she hoped the accolades 
would only be the beginning of many 
more accomplishments in the students’ 
lives. “It is my hope that you will leave 
Caldwell University inspired to use your 
education to make a difference in your 
community and in our world,” she said.

The prestigious Board of Trustee Rec-
ognition Award was presented to Pedro 
Liriano, who received a bachelor’s degree 
in music education in December 2019.   

Laurita Warner, chair of the Caldwell 
University board of trustees, explained 
that the award is given to a member of 
the senior class who has developed his or 
her giftedness in a singular way, who has 
shared those gifts generously on behalf of 
others and who gives evidence of the po-
tential to communicate Caldwell’s mission 
and core values to others.  

Liriano admitted being caught off 
guard while watching the convocation 
with his mother. “My eyes widened and I 
looked around confused for a second and 
then cheered for myself and so did my 

mother,” he said. 
Other students awarded include:

Brooke McPherson received the Excel-
lence in Leadership, Leadership in Min-
istry and Faith Does Justice Awards. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in computer 
information systems and marketing with 
a minor in communication and media 
studies. She was also awarded departmen-
tal honors in marketing. McPherson said 
watching the ceremony with her parents 
was a thrill, and she was grateful to the 
university for putting it together. “My dad 
said it was like watching our own personal 
Super Bowl!” she said.

Christopher Lepore received a “C-Pin” 
for the senior class. Nominated by peers, 
the recognition is given to the individual 
in each class who displays the qualities of 
an exemplary Caldwell University student. 
He received a bachelor’s degree in commu-
nication and media studies with minors in 
philosophy and business administration.

The university surprised Blattner with 
the Caldwell Cup, an award given to an 
employee who has made a unique contri-
bution to the campus. Blattner called the 
honor “something I will never forget.” She 
has led Caldwell for the last 11 years and 
will be leaving the university at the end of 
the academic year to assume the presiden-
cy at Fontbonne University in Missouri.

Lamar–Shea Chang, who received a 
bachelor’s degree in computer informa-
tion systems and biology with a minor in 
chemistry, was selected to deliver the Class 
of 2020 undergraduate commencement 
address at the fall ceremony.

He explained that in his forthcoming 
speech, he would like to tell his classmates 
that graduating from Caldwell University 
has given them the “arsenal of tools and 
calibrated compasses” to impact the lives 
of “billions” of people for generations to 

Photos courtesy of Caldwell University

come. “It is true, a mind that is stretched 
by a new experience can never go back to 
its old dimensions,” he said.

Although it was difficult to have his 
senior year interrupted by the pandemic, 
Chang, who is a native of Portmore, Ja-
maica, realized “the world had changed, 
and I had, as well. New opportunities 
look bright as some companies begin to 
re-evaluate their business models.” 

Most of all, Chang said he is grateful 
that his family and friends have been OK 
and that, as one of the very few students 
who lived on campus through the pan-
demic, he had a place to stay and food to 
eat while he finished up his studies.

It helped to draw on what he believes is 
at his deepest core—“that God is in con-
trol of my daily events.”

Caldwell University, he said, gave 
him the “perfect gift,” a package filled 
with qualities to carry one through a life-
time—“a sense of pride, community, a 
great education, lifelong relationships and 
a desire to make the world a better place 
for those who inhabit it.” 

Pedro Liriano

Brooke McPherson

Christopher Lepore

Lamar-Shea Chang

Jill Salerno received the Faith Does 
Justice Award . She  earned a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology .
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During pandemic, assistant professor sees 
‘light and hope’ in her students

Brigid D’Souza, assistant professor of ac-
countancy and business law at the Frank J. 
Guarini School of Business at Saint Peter’s 
University in Jersey City, recently wrote an 
editorial highlighting the grit that can be 
found in her students. The university will 
host a commencement ceremony for the 
Class of 2020 at a later date.

There are times when the mundane 
must be wrangled to make space for the 
profound. The COVID-19 pandemic is 
one of those times, and I feel it acutely, 
each day, in my role as a college professor 
at Saint Peter’s University. Over the past 
two months, I have pushed my course for-
ward—the syllabus, lectures over Zoom, 
homework assignments and exams—
amidst unprecedented isolation. Yet as 
dark and uncertain as this moment feels, I 
see light and hope in my students.

I am moved by how my students are 
persisting through this moment defined 
by human disconnectedness, fear and un-

Brigid D’Souza
certainty. I believe we can, and should, 
help our young adults recognize their 
own courage in this moment, and how 
much this crisis—and their persistence 
through it—can help inform them of their 
potential in the years ahead. Future em-
ployers should recognize that today’s co-
hort of college students will be among the 
most-tested candidates in years, in terms 
of demonstrating mettle and fortitude 
through an unprecedented pandemic that 
may stretch on for months.

I realized soon into this health crisis 
that the teaching challenges were much 
broader and deeper than I had initially as-
sumed. To prepare for virtual instruction, 
I sent out a survey to my students with 
three simple questions:

Do you have access to a computer/lap-
top off campus?

Do you have access to internet from 
home/work (i.e. while NOT at school)?

Are you able to access remotely an on-
line meeting/webinar during our sched-
uled class time?

Student feedback helped inform a new 
reality.

I learned that some of my students who 
worked wage-earning jobs in essential re-
tail—grocery stores, hardware stores, 
pharmacies—had to take on extra shifts 
for various reasons, cutting into both our 
virtual class sessions and time for them to 
focus on schoolwork. I learned that some 
students needed extra shifts at their jobs, 
which took them away from my class time 
because they were now sole breadwinners 
for their families due to parents experienc-
ing COVID-19 related layoffs. I learned 
that some students had employers, who 
upon finding out that school had been 
physically closed, added new or different 
shifts to the students’ schedules to make 
up for employee shortages. And I learned 
that some students lived with larger ex-
tended families, thus had to help manage 
and monitor younger siblings or struggled 
to find space in the home to focus, un-
interrupted. Within a couple of weeks, I 
would learn of students who began to lose 
loved ones to COVID-19.

As I gleaned insight about what my 
students were going through, I began to 
see my rosters as a mosaic of character 
and grit. I realized I had a privileged van-
tage point—as their professor, I could see 
many individuals struggling; they, howev-
er, were studying and working in isolation.

I teach 80 students across four class-
es, meeting with them three times a week. 
It’s been an informing journey, transi-
tioning from live classroom instruction 
to Zoom virtual instruction. What I miss 
most is the most basic human connect-
edness that comes from being present, 
in the same room, with my students. So, 
I tried to picture, in my mind’s eye, my 
students in their homes or at their jobs. I 
imagined one student caring for younger 
siblings in a crowded house, unable to fo-
cus on homework until the late hours of 
the night. I imagined another student sit-
ting at a desk, head in hands, worried for 
a family member who was developing an 
unnervingly loud cough. I imagined an-
other student who finally found a qui-
et moment after a long day of work or of 
worrying about parents who were recently 
unemployed … and I asked myself: What 
does that student most need out of that re-
spite, that quietude?

I had a gut sense of the answer: The 
mundane must be wrangled. Routine and 
structure were still critical, but adjust-
ments were also needed to make space for 
more profoundly important challenges 
that were unfolding for many of my stu-
dents.

Therefore, I built considerable slack 
into my remaining semester deadlines by 
slimming down my homework assign-
ments and spreading out the due dates. I 
began to communicate with my students 
about the gravity of what we found our-
selves in; I named the moment as a crisis, 
inside my class, to help connect the events 
unfolding in the outside world with the 
pace and expectations of my course. I lift-
ed up my students’ daily efforts as charac-
ter-building in a time of profound uncer-
tainty.

Student feedback helped me respond 
to and understand this pandemic more 
thoughtfully and holistically, which in 
turn has helped me on a personal level 
persist through the past few months.

I’ve watched my students continue to 
attend my Zoom lectures, push through 
their homework and remain in touch de-
spite the extraordinary difficult challenges 
they are experiencing. I am proud of them 
and grateful for them. And as this semes-
ter draws to close, I want them to feel 
pride in themselves; that they didn’t just 
finish the semester but learned and perse-
vered through COVID-19. I’m grateful for 
their example and I am hopeful about the 
future these young adults will help shape 
in the years to come.

Photo courtesy of Dr . Marcelle Jackson

Photo courtesy of Loew’s Jersey Theatre
Loew’s Jersey Theatre in Jersey City recently expressed congratulations to Saint 
Peter’s University graduates on its marquee . In an ongoing effort, the theater 
highlighted all of the city’s college and high school Classes of 2020 . 

Photo courtesy of Caitlin Brennan

File photos courtesy of Saint Peter’s University
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tute and Georgetown’s summer immer-
sion program for social justice and pub-
lic policy. She is bound for Dartmouth  
University.

Also in the video presentation, at the 
request of her peers, Joanna Hablitschek 
delivered a message to her classmates. 
She acknowledged that finishing senior 
year in quarantine was not ideal, but said 
the Angels should be proud. “God gives 
His toughest challenges to His strongest 
followers,” she said.

Hablitschek described the over-
whelming feeling of love that pervades 
Holy Angels. With students represent-
ing many hometowns and countries, she 
quoted the 2019-2020 theme, “Love is 
the bond that unites us.” She added that 
the students remain united, like fami-
ly, knowing they have shared wonder-
ful and difficult news, yet still love each 
other.

The seniors then presented photos, 
favorite high school memories and plen-
ty of college gear.

Holy Angels President Melinda Han-
lon led the blessing for the seniors. 
During the faculty comments, social 
studies teacher Patrick Dunne remind-
ed the Angels they have an entire school 
community available to them if they 
ever need anything. “We’re here for you,” 
he added.
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Nicolas Adamo 
Michael Alaimo 
Travis Jack Alderton
Ryan Alexander Ryan 
Ansley Anton Almonor 
Peter Kyle Altenbach 
Rocco Ambrogio 
Andrew Joseph Amore 
Dylan Auerbach 
Matthew John Basile 
Patrick Tate Basile 
Justin Hans Bierdumpfel 
Michael Matthew Bloom 
Eric Joseph Bocchino 
Carlos Armando Buelvas 
Spencer Daniel Burke 
Michael Cangialosi 
Malcolm Austin Capers 
Tyler Stephen Caricato 
Joseph Nicholas Chalet 

Salvatore Anthony Chianetta 
Justin Alfred Chiovetta 
Khalil Rayvaun Christian 
Michael Raymond Cifelli 
Ryan Spencer Collins 
Frank Vincent Conforti 
Dominic Frank DelPonte 
Joseph Michael DeSena 
James John DeVito 
Victor Diaz 
Kuo Ding 
Armany Dorilas 
Nicholas Raymond Duke 
Alexander Efelis 
Nicos Anthony Eftychiou 
Andre Keith Epps 
Jacob John Epstein 
Sebastian Escobar 
Ryan William Fitzgerald 
Christopher Guzzo Flug 

Ross Edward Foothorap 
Matthew James Francis 
Christopher Joseph Fritz 
Brendan Patrick Gallagher 
Nicholas William Gambassi 
Aidan James Garabed 
Aidan William Graff 
John G. Grimaldi 
Francis Richard Guanci 
Declan Patrick Henry 
Gavin Patrick Hughes 
Jordan Anthony Iannone 
Joseph Thomas Iannuzzi 
Ralph Patrick Ignacio 
Devin Michael Jacobus 
Aidan Michael Kelly 
Brayden J. Kelly 
Theodore Thomas Kesoglou 
Ayaz Akmal Khilji 
Charles Thomas Kissane 

Andre Lawrence 
Matthew Paul Lazzara 
Jake Christopher Leopold 
Dylan Anthony LeRoy 
Brandin Liriano 
Joseph Nicolas Lombardo 
Elijuwan Mack 
Zachary Joseph Mackiewicz 
Eric William Manfredonia 
Murat Mathurin 
Sebastian Anthony 
McChesney 
Andrew Daniel McDermott 
Sincere Antoine McKnight 
Justin A. Medina 
Joseph Francis Meehan 
Peyton Carl Mikita 
Matthew Thomas Mingst 
Christopher Richard Minnich, Jr. 
Adam Jorge Mladjenovic 

Joshua W. Negrete 
John Saxon Ouderkirk 
Matthew Ryan Peter Palermo 
Anthony Paul Panissidi 
Mark Radman Pavic 
Angelo R. Pelosi 
Damian Petit 
Tyler James Petrie 
Jack Piccirillo 
Te’Rai LaMarr Powell 
Thomas Quinn 
Michael G. Rambala 
Julio Ramos 
Justin Joseph Rauch 
Marc Rivera 
Sebastiano Riverso 
Rolando Humberto Rodriguez 
Dyree Rogers 
Michael Anthony Roman 
Taino Oscar Roman, Jr. 

Michael Patrick Romano 
Max Bernard Runyon 
Hunter Beau Sabbers 
Christopher Albert Salazar 
Jeancarlos Sanjuan 
John Patrick Santino 
Troy Christopher Santise 
Scott John Schnalzer 
Jacob Max Serey 
Stefano Paul Sgambellone 
Gabriel Adam Sheahan 
Christian Michael Sodora 
Ryan Christopher Sodora 
Terrence M. Spence 
Devin Michael Stapleton 
Matthew Thomas Stapleton 
Shane Charles Stewart 
Kevin D. Sullivan 
Paul Justin Szabo 
Dante Matthew Tedesco 

Dean Patrick Tobin 
William Joseph Tommas III 
Michael E. Toth 
Andrew Casey VanDuren 
Amin Vanover 
Sebastian Vargas 
James M. Voorhis 
Jerry Trevon Waters 
Jessy Tsar Waters 
Matthew Nicholas Webb 
Nazir Williams 
Xiaoyu Xu 
Arman Sarkis Young 
Daniel Matthew Young 
Alejandro Gabriel Zayas 
Robert Michael Zevzavadjian

Saint Joseph Regional High School, Montvale, is proud to present the Class of 2020!

CONGRATULATIONS
SeSeton hall prepton hall prep

class of 2020
HAZARD ZET FORWARD

Graduates of Holy Angels recognized for grace and resilience
DEMAREST—The community of the 

Academy of the Holy Angels celebrated 
the school’s 140th graduating class May 
29 by logging in to a video presentation. 
The all-girls high school developed the 
program to permit everyone to recog-
nize the Class of 2020 while adhering to 
COVID-19 safety regulations. This year, 
124 graduates persevered through the 
pandemic to amass nearly 21,000 ser-
vice hours and more than $23 million in 
scholarships.

“In the face of great disappoint-
ment, they have found ways to over-
come challenges,” said Principal Jean 
Miller. “They have supported each 
other and those around them with 
grace and wisdom that is beyond their  
years.” 

Miller announced that Sophia Lu-
ongo of Upper Saddle River and Kath-
erine Gazzini of Ridgewood had ris-
en to the top of their class, earning 
First in Merit and Second in Merit,  
respectively.

Luongo earned several awards during 
her academic career, including the Pres-
idential Award–Gold. She is a member 
and past president of the Italian Honor 
Society. She is also a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, the Science Na-
tional Honor Society and Math Honor 
Society. She earned the George Wash-

ington University’s School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science medal, and 
attended the Georgetown University Fo-
rensic Science Institute. She participated 
in the school’s study abroad program at 
Oxford University and traveled to Ari-
zona’s border with Mexico as part of the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame’s immigra-
tion experience.

Luongo is active at her home par-
ish, Church of the Presentation in Up-

per Saddle River. She will attend Boston 
College in the fall.

Gazzini is a member of the Nation-
al Spanish Honor Society, the National 
Math Honor Society and the National 
Honor Society. She is an active mem-
ber of the Holy Angels’ Model Unit-
ed Nations group, and has been recog-
nized at the Dalton and Bergen Tech 
conferences. Gazzini participated in 
the Yale Model United Nations Insti-

First in Merit Sophia Luongo Second in Merit Katherine Gazzini
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Union Catholic honors its graduates with special surprises
SCOTCH PLAINS—Horns honked 

and confetti flew when Union Catholic’s 
Class of 2020 passed through the high 
school parking lots during an energetic 
drive-thru diploma pick-up ceremony on 
May 28 that capped off a memorable grad-
uation day.

The festivities began with a lives-
treamed pre-show in the morning that 
featured several photos of the seniors, vid-
eo messages from the Class of 2020 and 
the Class of 1970, who celebrated their 
50th anniversary, and a clap out from fac-
ulty and staff. 

A virtual graduation ceremony fol-
lowed featuring speeches from Principal 
Sister Percylee Hart, R.S.M., Valedictorian 
Sarah Abood, Student Council President 
Jacob Cunha and commencement speak-
er John Rotondo, an alumnus and current 
faculty member.

Immediately following the ceremony, 
the Class of 2020 was invited into a Zoom 
gathering with Sister Percylee, who pro-
nounced the 207 members official grad-
uates, which ignited a celebration as caps 
were sent flying in the air.

In the afternoon, the graduating class 
returned to campus in their caps and 
gowns with decorated cars for a spirited 
drive-thru ceremony where they received 
a few surprises along the way.

After being greeted by the music of DJ 
Don Frio, the high school’s music director, 
every graduate received the Hart Award. 

The recognition was established in 1981 
to recognize a senior who exemplifies 
constant and outstanding contributions 
to Union Catholic, while overcoming dif-
ficulties and facing adversity in a noble 
and courageous manner. However, after 
the unprecedented events of the last few 
months, every senior was honored with 
the award. The graduates were also given 
UC Alumni magnets.

As students received their diplomas 
from Sister Percylee, they were treated to 
photos of every member of the Class of 
2020 scrolling across the scoreboard and 
poster-sized photos of themselves filling 
the windows of the school. 

Submitted photos
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Adelphi University
Albany College of Pharmacy  
and Health Sciences

Albright College
American University (5)*
Arcadia University
Arizona State University (5)*
Auburn University (2)
Baruch College*
Belmont University (5)
Bentley University(4)*
Binghamton University (7)*
Boston College(8)*
Boston University (5)
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Bucknell University (9)*
Butler University
Caldwell University (4)
California Polytechnic  
State University*

Carnegie Mellon University (3)
Case Western Reserve  
University (2)

Catholic University of America (7)
Cazenovia College
City College of New York
Clemson University (15)*
Coastal Carolina University (2)
Colgate University (2)*
College of Charleston (9)*
College of Mount  
Saint Vincent (2)

College of Staten Island
College of the Holy Cross (2)*
College of William and Mary (2)
Connecticut College
Cooper Union 
Cornell University (3)*
Corning Community College
Curry College
Dartmouth College*
DeSales University
Dickinson College (3)
Drew University
Drexel University (8)
Duquesne University
Elon University (14)*
Emmanuel College
Emory University (2)*
Fairfield University (33)*
Fairleigh Dickinson University (7)
Florida Atlantic University (3)*
Florida Gulf Coast University
Florida Southern College
Fordham University (33)*
Franklin and Marshall College
Furman University (3)*

George Mason University
George Washington  
University (3)*

Georgetown University
Gettysburg College (2)
Hampton University
Harvard University*
Haverford College
High Point University (8)
Hofstra University (4)
Howard University
Immaculata University (2)
Indiana University-  
Bloomington (2)

Iona College (3)
Ithaca College (3)
James Madison University (9)*
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University
Kean University*
King’s College (2)*
La Salle University (2)
Laboratory Institute of 
Merchandising 

Lafayette College (3)
Lehigh University (10)*
Lesley University 
Louisiana State University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Maryland (21)*
Lynn University
Manhattan College (22)*
Marist College (18)
Maryland Institute College of Art*
Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Merrimack College (2)
Miami University-Ohio
Michigan State University (3)
Misericordia University
Monmouth University (13)*
Montclair State University (7)*
Moravian College
Mount Saint Mary College (3)
Mount St. Mary’s University
Muhlenberg College (2)*
New Jersey Institute of 
Technology (3)

New York University (6)*
North Carolina State  
University (2)*

Northeastern University (11)*
Northwestern University*
Nova Southeastern  
University (2)*

Oklahoma City University (2)
Pace University (2)
Pennsylvania State  
University (26)*

Pepperdine University (2)
Point Park University*
Pratt Institute 
Princeton University*
Providence College (16)*
Purdue University (5)
Quinnipiac University (28)*
Ramapo College (7)
Rensselaer Polytechnic  
Institute (5)

Rider University (5)*
Ringling College of Art  
and Design

Rochester Institute of  
Technology (2)

Rowan University (11)*
Rutgers University  (30)*
Sacred Heart University (40)*
Saint John’s University
Saint Joseph’s University (14)*
Saint Lawrence University
Saint Peter’s University
Saint Thomas Aquinas  
College (3)*

Salve Regina University (6)
San Diego State University (2)
Santa Clara University
Savannah College of Art  
and Design (4)

Seton Hall University (23)
Siena College (9)*
Skidmore College (3)*
Southern Methodist  
University (2)

State University of New York  
at New Paltz (2)

Stetson University
Stevens Institute  
of Technology (10)*

Stockton University
Stonehill College (9)*
Stony Brook University (4)
SUNY at Fredonia
SUNY at Purchase College
SUNY Oneonta*
SUNY Polytechnic Institute
Susquehanna University (2)*
Syracuse University (12)*
Temple University (3)
Texas Christian University
The College of New Jersey (13)*
The College of Saint Rose
The Ohio State University
The University of Alabama (16)*
The University of Arizona (7)
The University of Scranton (22)
The University of Tampa (9)*
The University of Tennessee*
The University of Texas, Austin*

Trinity College
Tulane University *
United States Coast  
Guard Academy*

University at Albany (3)*
University at Buffalo (2)
University of Bridgeport (2)
University of California-  
San Diego (2)

University of California- 
Berkeley (2)

University of California-Irvine
University of California- 
Los Angeles*

University of California- 
Santa Barbara (3)*

University of Colorado 
 at Boulder (6)*

University of Connecticut (8)*
University of Delaware (23)*
University of Denver
University of Florida (3)
University of Hartford (3)*
University of Maine (2)
University of Maryland- 
Baltimore County (2)

University of Maryland- 
College Park (6)*

University of Massachusetts-
Amherst (6)

University of Miami (9)*
University of Michigan (3)*
University of Mississippi (2)*
University of New Hampshire
University of New Haven
University of Notre Dame (3)*
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania (2)*
University of Pittsburgh (13)*
University of Rhode Island (20)*
University of Richmond*
University of Rochester (2)*
University of South Carolina (9)
University of South Florida (3)
University of Vermont (2)*
University of Virginia
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Villanova University (7)*
Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Virginia Tech (5)*
Wagner College
Wake Forest University (3)*
Washington & Jefferson College
West Chester University (2)
West Virginia University
William Paterson University (5)

CLASS OF 2020 

100% 
college acceptance  

and 100% attending  
4 year colleges/universities

s
88% 

are attending their 1st or  
2nd choice colleges

s
32% 

are attending schools  
outside the northeast

s
Earned more than 

$40M 
in scholarship awards 

IHA COLLEGE  
COUNSELING 
DEPARTMENT

1-on-1  
college counseling from 

freshman year

s
College Counselors with 

20+ years 
 combined experience and 

programming for  
students and parents

s
100+

colleges visit IHA each year
*at least one student attending

College Ad2020_CathAdvo_10x13.indd   1College Ad2020_CathAdvo_10x13.indd   1 6/1/20   8:22 PM6/1/20   8:22 PM
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to our 2020 Graduating Class 
from the faculty and staff of  

Koinonia Academy

Congratulations 

K-12 School, Plainfield, NJ | 908.668.9002 | koinoniaacademy.org

To inspire courageous lives of 
personal holiness, virtue, and 

wisdom through authentic 
Catholic education

Immaculate Heart Academy’s graduating Class of 2020, 161 young women 
in total, received their diplomas during a “drive-thru” celebration on June 7 . 
President Patricia Molloy, Principal Jason Schlereth and other faculty handed 
the certificates to each student in their cars in the school’s back parking lot . 
Grace Mendolia, pictured above, found out through an earlier surprise deliv-
ery that she was named valedictorian . Schlereth presented a sign to her at 
her house in Oakland . Mendolia will attend Dartmouth University in the fall . 
Salutatorian Kang Hyun Ryu of River Edge will attend Princeton University . The 
graduating class received more than $43 million in scholarship awards . They are 
all enrolled in four-year colleges and universities, including five of the eight Ivy 
Leagues . Immaculate Heart hopes to hold a graduation ceremony in July .

Submitted photos

Principal Schlereth announced the class 
valedictorian and salutatorian on YouTube .

Salutatorian Kang Hyun Ryu
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Photos courtesy of Mother Seton
Senior class moderators at Mother Seton Regional High School in Clark 
surprised graduating students at their homes with gift bags and bal-
loons prior to their virtual graduation ceremony, held May 28 . Principal 
Sister Jacquelyn Balasia, S .C ., also displayed photos of each of the 51 
graduates on the campus lawn . Valedictorian Simran Kaur will continue 
her education at New Jersey Institute of Technology’s Albert Dorman 
Honors College on a pre-med track . Salutatorian Brooke Belmonte 
will attend Rutgers School of Engineering in Piscataway, and Second 
Salutatorian Brooke Merced is headed to The Ohio State University .

Catholic, Independent Pre-K to Grade 12 School In Summit, New Jersey
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Shaping Young Mindsfor a Brighter Future!

Celebrating Your 
Graduation Day. 
Honoring all you have accomplished.
Praying that God will guide you to a future 
filled with bright hope and many blessings.

248 LUIS MARIN BLVD. | JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302 
201-434-2405 | OLCSCHOOL.ORG

congratulations Class of 2020 - you are our 
women of courage, you are women for our time.

S p o n S o r e d  b y  t h e  S c h o o l  S i S t e r S  o f  n o t r e  da m e  

315 Hillside Avenue • Demarest, New Jersey 07627 • 201.768.7822

Over $23.2
 million

awarded in  
scholarships & grants!

100% 

of our 124 graduates will attend a 4-year college or university

20,702 hours 
             of Community Service

were admitted to Tier 1 &  
Tier 2 colleges including

BosTon College, Cornell, DArTMoUTH, 
eMorY, georgeTown, JoHns HoPKIns, 
noTre DAMe, nYU, rICe, UPenn & UsC

87% 

aha difference!the

52president’s
awards for 
educational 
excellence

1277                            
          SAT Mean Composite (ERW + Math) 

www.holyangels.org

CathAdv_Grad ad 2020.indd   1 6/3/20   6:54 PM

Photo courtesy of St . Peter’s Prep
On May 21, the date originally set for the Class of 2020’s commencement cer-
emony, the faculty at St . Peter’s Preparatory School in Jersey City livestreamed 
a virtual prayer service for the graduates . Father Bob O’Hare, S .J ., was the 
main celebrant . If conditions allow, the school hopes to host a modified cere-
mony during the summer months . Prior to the service, a group of faculty and 
staff volunteers delivered diplomas to the graduates at their homes . 
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Oratory Preparatory School in Summit hosted a virtual commencement May 
30 on Facebook Watch for the Class of 2020 . The unique graduation included 
aspects of a traditional ceremony and some creative new features . The ceremo-
ny opened with a montage of campus photos while the high school’s concert 
band performed “Pomp and Circumstance .” After opening remarks from Head 
of School Rob Costello, Salutatorian Michael Finnen addressed fellow gradu-
ates . Valedictorian Aidan Watkins also gave a commencement address . The 
ceremony included a special tribute to each graduating senior . Through video 
clips, graduates introduced themselves and stated where they were heading 
for college, and parents were able to share a message . The graduating class 
will attend several prestigious universities in the fall, including Princeton, New 
York University, Boston College and the University of Notre Dame . Earlier in 
the week, members of the administration hand delivered diplomas to the 80 
graduates . 

Submitted photos

Salutatorian Michael Finnen

Valedictorian Aidan Watkins
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Congratulations
and

God Bless
Our Lady of Sorrows School

Class of 2020!

Amelia Benjamin
Brielle Bethea
Amanda Chambers
Tyler Craig
Justin DeVomecourt
Molly Donohue
George Evans
Maxwell Ince
Stephanie James
Tanaya Joseph
Halle Jules
Alyma Karbownik
Mark Lubiak
Ciara McKeon
Thorsten Meister
Gwen Oakley

John Pollard
Jhoanny Puello
Aryan Sabnekar
Jahson Scantlebury
Jordan Schaefer
Caroline Schmidt
Greta Servitto
Nicholas Servitto
Will Spreeman
Aliyah St. Vil
Anne Sullivan
Winfield Thomas
Emma Torres
Declan Tynan
Marrick Williams

Submitted photo
The 55th graduating class of St . Joseph Regional High School in Montvale 
earned nearly $22 million in college scholarships and grants, an average 
in excess of $160,000 per student . About 87 percent of the class earned at 
least one scholarship offer . The Class of 2020 will attend such colleges and 
universities as Brown, Cornell, Clemson and the U .S . Naval Academy . Class 
Valedictorian Ryan Colxlins, pictured above, will attend the University of Notre 
Dame in the fall .

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 908-889-1600, Ext. 302  •  www.unioncatholic.org

Congratulates
Class of 2020the

UCH478_GradAd_CatholicAdvocate_F_Half.indd   1 6/4/20   2:52 PM
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Photos courtesy of Don Bosco 
Don Bosco Preparatory High School in Ramsey had a “Senior Clap Out” 
for the Class of 2020 . All 189 seniors and their families drove through 
campus and were greeted by faculty, staff and administration . The official 
commencement was postponed to July 31 . Father James Heuser, S .D .B ., 
director of the high school, uploaded a video to YouTube prior to the 
drive-thru salute . “Don Bosco used to say regularly that education is a 
matter of the heart,” he explained . “In a particular way today we want our 
seniors to experience our affection for them and our joy for who they are 
and for who they have become and our gratitude for all that they have 
given to Don Bosco Prep during the years that they have been here .”



CATHOLICSCHOOLSNJ.ORG 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

CLASS OF 2020! 

97% OF GRADUATES 
ADVANCE TO COLLEGE 

HIGH ACADEMIC 
STANDARDS 

CHRIST-CENTERED 
VALUES

To learn more, schedule 
a tour, or discuss 

scholarship information for 
a Catholic school near you, 
call 973.497.4258 or visit 

us online.
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COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968 

(All calls confidential)

exhibitions ~  lecturesfilms  ~  gallery  ~  talks

VISIT US @   

WWW.SMAFATHERS.ORG 

(201) 567-0450 

23  BLISS  AVENUE  

TENAFLY,  NJ  07670  

T H E  A F R I C A N  A R T  M U S E U M  
O F  T H E  S M A  F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, 
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese .  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the 
archdiocese immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims of sexual 
abuse . 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey
(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

HEALTHCARE

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM ART MUSEUM LAWYER

FUNERAL HOME

ANNOUNCEMENT

Your 
Classified  Could Be  

Here
Call  

973-497-4200

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes 
or assisted living. Family Care Placement, LLC provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.

Family Care Placement, LLC   has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and 
LI since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 
All candidates are fluent in English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized placement services call 
Karen at (908)377-9375

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923Serving all 
communities 
for 67 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

Serving Bergen/Hudson/Essex/Union and Ocean Counties in New Jersey

•Nursing Home Negligence
•Wrongful Death
•Personal Injury - Slip and Fall, Auto Accidents
•Medical Malpractice
•Elder Law/Guardianships/Power of Attorney/Living Wills
•Special Needs Trusts
•Wills/Trusts/Probate
•Real Estate

Law Firm of Doreen M. McCullough, LLC
170 Washington Avenue

Dumont, New Jersey 07628
Phone (201) 385-7000

www.hpiallied.edu

HPI School of Allied Health
979 Lehigh Ave., Union, New Jersey 07083

908-687-0808   908-687-4056
Start a Career in Healthcare Today

Training Certification and Placement for Certified Nurse Aides
Patient Care Technician • Medication Aide 

Certified Home Health Aide
Call 908-687-0808 / 908-687-4056 or visit www.hpiallied.edu

ADVERTISE your Novena in an 
upcoming issue of NEW JERSEY 

CATHOLIC magazine or  
THE CATHOLIC ADVOCATE newspaper .

Contact Marge at  

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org

Target  your local message to our 200+ Catholic 
parishes, schools and homes throughout  

Bergen, Hudson, Essex and Union counties . 
ADVERTISE in an upcoming issue of  
NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC magazine .

Contact Marge McCue, 
your representative to get started .

(973) 497-4201 or 
marge.pearson-mccue@rcan.org
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as a teacher at St. Anne School, Jer-
sey City; Corpus Christi School, Has-
brouck Heights; and St. Cecilia School, 
Englewood. She also volunteered at 
The Villa at Florham Park.

Sister Mary Susan Boyle, S.C.
Sister Mary Susan 

Boyle, 91, S.C., died 
May 7 at The Villa at 
Florham Park.

Born in Newark, 
she entered the Sis-
ters of Charity on 
Oct. 1, 1950, and was 
a member for 69 years.

Sister Mary Susan 
served as a supervisor of the domes-
tic workers and operation of the dining 
room at both St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Montclair and Seton Hall Convent in 
South Orange. She was a nurse’s aide 
at Mount St. Andrew Villa in Paramus 
and served at St. Mary’s Orphanage in 
Newark. 

She also served as assistant sacristan 
at the Holy Family Chapel in Convent 
Station. She retired to The Villa in 2002.

 

Sister Rose Mary Colavito, S.C.
Sister Rose Mary 

Colavito, S.C., 95, for-
merly Sister Maria 
Crucis, died May 5 
at The Villa at Flor-
ham Park.

Born in Jersey 
City, she entered the 
Sisters of Charity on 
Sept. 7, 1946, and was a 
member for 73 years.

Sister Rose Mary was an educator 
throughout New Jersey and Florida. 
She served as a teacher at St. Nicho-
las School, Passaic; Holy Cross School, 
Harrison; St. Paul of the Cross School, 
Jersey City; and St. Mary School, Eliz-
abeth. She was a learning disabilities 
teacher consultant at the Mount Car-
mel Guild in Jersey City and Rahway 
High School. Sister Rose Mary present-
ed seminars and workshops for teach-
ers of special needs students. She also 
volunteered in the prison ministry in 
Newark. 

She retired to The Villa in 2010.

Sister Ellen Margaret Staiger, S.C.
Sister Ellen Margaret Staiger, S.C., 

83, died May 5 at Morristown Medical 
Center.

Born in Jersey City, 
she entered the Sis-
ters of Charity on 
March 6, 1953, and 
was a member for 
67 years.

Sister Ellen Mar-
garet’s first ministry 
was caring for young 
children at St. Mary’s 
Orphanage in Newark. She then served 
in the health care ministry in New Jer-
sey and New York. Her assignments in-
cluded St. Anne Villa, Convent Station; 
Montclair Community Hospital, Mont-
clair; and St. Mary’s Hospital, Passaic.

Sister Mary Pierre McPhee, S.C.
Sister Mary Pierre 

McPhee, S.C., 88, died 
May 6 at St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare and Re-
hab Center in Cedar 
Grove.

Born in Massa-
chusetts, she entered 
the Sisters of Chari-
ty on April 2, 1950, and 
was a member for 70 years.

Sister Mary Pierre served in educa-
tion and child care in New Jersey, Mis-
souri and Massachusetts. She served 

Sister John Margaret (Cornelia) 
Harrington, S.C.

Sister John Marga-
ret (Cornelia) Har-
rington, 93, S.C., 
died May 10 at St. 
Joseph’s Healthcare 
and Rehab Center 
in Cedar Grove.

Born in Orange, 
she entered the Sisters 
of Charity on March 3, 
1955, and was a member for 65 years.

Sister John Margaret served as a 
nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital, Passa-
ic; All Soul’s Hospital, Morristown; St. 
Anne Villa, Convent Station; and St. 
Vincent Hospital, Montclair.

She retired to Our Lady of Lourdes 
Convent in West Orange in 2001.

The Directory and Almanac contains:
• Complete updated listing of chancery office personnel, parishes, 

pastors, parochial vicars, religious, deacons, and lay staff.

• Current information about Archdiocesan and parish-based elementary 
schools, high schools,colleges, seminaries, health institutions, religious 
communities.

• A historical update on our Archdiocese, including all previous and 
current Archbishops and bishops of Newark, county maps show parish locations.

TIME TO ORDER YOUR 2020 DIRECTORY & ALMANAC

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City______________________________________State____ Zip_____________

Co./Org. __________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Fax  __________________________

Email______________________________________________________________

          r Visa        r MC        r DISCOVER         r AMEX Exp. Date___________

Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Authorized Signature_________________________________________________

Check #_________________________ Total Cost ________________________

(973) 497-4201 • Fax (973) 497-4192 E-mail: pearsoma@rcan.org

Please send me  
___________   copies 
of the 2020 edition of the 
Archdiocese of Newark 
Directory & Almanac at  
the publication price of  
$30 per book.  
Payment in advance is required. 
Make check/Money Order 
payable to: 
Advocate Publishing Corp.  
Mail order form & payment to 
Advocate Publishing Corp., 
P.O. Box 9500, 
Newark, NJ 07104-0500.

adVocate
PUBLISHING
C O R P O R A T I O N

The Directory and Almanac is the best reference tool 
available for those who work within our local Church. 
 
Complete the order form and return it 
to the office of 
The Advocate Publishing Corp. 

$30 per copy.

Directory
Almanac

2020
Archdiocese
of Newark

“The Rosary is a prayer that 
always accompanies me; 

it is also the prayer of the 

ordinary people and the saints... 

it is a prayer from my heart.”
- Pope Francis
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Considering Cremation?

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY/MAUSOLEUM
340 Ridge Road

North Arlington, NJ 07031
(201) 997-1900

GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM

225 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 07936

(973) 887-0286

SAINT GERTRUDE CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM
53 Inman Avenue
Colonia, NJ 07067

(732) 388-0311

HOLY NAME CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM

823 West Side Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306

(201) 433-0342

CHRIST THE KING CEMETERY
980 Huron Road

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417
(201) 891-9191

MARYREST CEMETERY/
MAUSOLEUM

770 Darlington Avenue
Mahwah, NJ 07430

(201) 327-7011

HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY
125 Central Avenue

East Orange, NJ 07018
(973) 678-3757

Pre-Planning Can Be Easy!
 Please call by phone

      or visit us online at
www.RCANCEM.org/Pre-planning

Make Your Memorial Plan With  
Catholic Cemeteries

• Make decisions without stress.
• Choose options that reflect your faith.
• Make your wishes known.
• Relieve a burden on your family  

during a difficult time.

Keeping An Urn at Home?
If you are holding the human cremated remains of a loved one at 
home, whether they departed recently or many years ago, con-
sider bringing them to a Catholic cemetery.
 
The dignified and permanent interment of human cremated 
remains in a holy place properly recognizes the Order of Christian 

Funerals. Accommoda-
tions are available to place 
a loved one in a grave or 
niche or an existing rest-
ing place.
 
Having a permanent place 
to be remembered mat-
ters. Beautiful cremation 
niches and cremation 
graves provide a mean-
ingful and lasting memo-
rial that will always be 
maintained and cared for. Just knowing that a loved one is being prayed for on 
holy ground can help bring healing and comfort. A special place for visitation and 
reflection helps keep the memories of our loved ones alive, while our Catholic faith 
teaches us we will see them again in the afterlife.
 
Let Us Guide You
The promise of Catholic Cemeteries is to provide a dignified, permanent, and sa-
cred resting place for
the cremated remains of your loved one, whatever your needs. Speak with a 
trained Memorial Planning Advisor today. Stop by, call, or visit online  
www.CemeteryMinistry.org.

Archdiocese of Newark
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

For our Catholic  community


