
 

	
 

February 2016 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
This coming June, a vibrant and transformative conference, Living Fully 2016: Disability, Culture and Faith – 
A Celebration, will be held in Rome. Co-patroned by the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Kairos Forum, 
this conference will:  

• Initiate critical, hospitable conversations around the issue of the experience of disability within 
context and cultures. 

• Explore some of the complex ethical, legal and theological questions that emerge from reflection on 
this experience. 

• Celebrate, share and disseminate good practice. 
• Pray, network and celebrate the family in all its diversity, giftedness and potential for the Church 

and society. 
• Develop and present a practically oriented charter for change which can be presented to each 

participantÕs local community, so as to bring about positive and lastly legacy from our joint 
commitment to fostering communities of belonging for all. 

We are writing you today to ask that you consider becoming one of the sponsors of this conference.  At this 
critical juncture in fundraising your sponsorship is urgently needed to enable the organizers to underwrite the 
participation of families of individuals with disabilities to affordably attend the conference as well as off-set 
other conference expenses. Please consider supporting the efforts to bring this conference to life!  
 
Your sponsorship would send a powerful message to individuals with disabilities and the people who love them 
about the value of their lives and expressions/voices.  We know that individuals with disabilities have so many 
gifts to offer our Church. Catholics can and must be leaders in showing the world how the flourishing of 
individuals with disabilities enriches the Church and helps to carry forth the good news of the Gospel into the 
next century. 
 
Please read the attached Sponsorship Proposal, and prayerfully consider financially supporting this conference.  
Questions about Sponsorship opportunities can be directed to the Sponsorship coordinator, Dr. Zachariah Duke, 
at livingfully2016@gmail.com.   
 
Yours Sincerely in Christ, 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Monsignor Melchor Sanchez de Toca y Alameda  Cristina Gangemi 
Sotto-segretario       Director 
Pontifical Council for Culture     The Kairos Forum  

     
     

Anne Masters 
Janice L. Benton      Director, Pastoral Ministry w/ Persons w/ Disabilities 
Executive Director    Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark 
National Catholic Partnership on Disability NCPD Council on IDD 
(NCPD) 
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Recent changes in thought and legislation across Europe have thrown up 
significant challenges to traditional understandings of disability. One important 
aspect that is rarely brought into the conversation and celebrated is the 
presence and impact of disability within a faith communities. Perhaps the 
assumption is that this is "merely" a pastoral issue. However a deeper reflection 
indicates otherwise. The way in which disability is defined and perceived can 
significantly impact upon the well-being of disabled people and their loved ones 
and ultimately has significant implications for Church, Culture and Society.  
 

 

" #$!1!23(*454(24 !3( !6#43%3)$7!8&91:&%&6$!1(8!2+%6+540!
!
What might it mean to live life in all of its fullness and for disabled people and 
their loved ones to live well together? The question has not simply to do with 
pastoral care and good relationships; it is an urgent call to respect and protect 
the lives of people who are disabled. Current advances in genetic technology, 
with its arguably eugenic side-effects, raise profound issues for contemporary 
�(���u�]�o�]���•�U�� �‰���Œ�]�•�Z���•�� ���v���� �š�Z���}�o�}�P�Ç�W�� �/�•�� �š�Z���� �•�����Œ���Z�� �(�}�Œ�� �š�Z���� �—�‰���Œ�(�����š�� �Z�µ�u���v�_�� ���v����
�^�‰���Œ�(�����š�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�_�U��!""#$%&'( �Z�µ�v�š�Œ�}�µ���o���������v�����µ�v�Z�]�v�����Œ�����[ by the presence 
of disabled people, a worthy goal?!)*  is a community, "%*$+,"-./(.0,".&$10!.2%-.
-$3"*!$0(.of all bodies, a reasonable and desirable way to achieve the goals of 
Jesus's claim to bring "#$%!#&!'""!($!#)*!$+""&%**? Is the !"#$%&"$'!()*+$,'"()!),'()&- 
and %")+-./0),1 often expressed by disabled people and their families, 
theologically appreciated, and 0&2$)/$(0+$304"!0$(&$"+/,&-. to this cry in a way 
that &%%+"/$0&,+$'-.$,"&5)/+ to, and a ,%"%-.')#(&!($/!%',0!1%.*(&?  
 
Over the past 20 years these questions have been leading theologians and 
practitioners to make an authentic response to the cry of the person who has 
been disabled. The ever-growing field of disability theology provides an 
opportunity for all to encounter and explore the Christian Gospel through the 
life experiences of disabled people, their families and loved ones. This 
conference will provide a vital space to gather real stories, of life and faith 
experience, where disability is present.  It will provide an opportunity for  
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disabled people, leading disability theologians and practitioners from across the 
world to meet, discuss and pray about these important issues. 
 
It is important to note that this exciting conference follows on from an 
innovative academic symposium, held on the day preceding the Living Fully 
conference. It will initiate critical, hospitable conversations around the issue of 
the experience of disability across context and cultures, allowing for an 
exploration of complex theological, ethical, legal questions. Both events provide 
an opportunity for the lives of disabled people and theological insights to be 
celebrated and put to work in our world, culture and Church today. 
 
2(&$%.%&,%!3#4*!
!
9 Initiate critical, hospitable conversations around the issue of the 

experience of disabled people within and Church, across context and 
cultures.!

9 Explore some of the complex ethical, legal and theological questions that 
emerge from reflection on this experience. !

9 Celebrate, share and disseminate good practice.!
9 Pray, network and celebrate life and family in all their diversity, giftedness 

and potential for the Church and society.!
9 Develop and present a practically oriented charter for change which can 

�������‰�Œ���•���v�š�������š�}���������Z���‰���Œ�š�]���]�‰���v�š�[�•���o�}�����o�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�U���•�}�����•���š�}�����Œ�]�v�P�������}�µ�š��
a positive and lastly legacy from our joint commitment to fostering 
communities of belonging for all.!
!

To achieve the aims of this exciting conference, the Kairos Forum will work in 
partnership with the Pontifical Council for Culture, which are co-patrons of the 
event, in the Jubilee Year, as announced by Pope Francis. Following the opening 
address from the Council, leading ecumenical voices, theologians and 
practitioners alike will be informed by the wisdom of �‰���}�‰�o���[�•�� �•�š�}�Œ�]���•�� ���v����
�‰���}�‰�o���[�•���•�š�}�Œ�]���• will be fed by the wisdom of their work. 
 
The fruit of this conference will hopefully be to express love and the celebration 
of all human people, welcoming their stories to the heart of the Church.!!
!
!
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This conference will discuss and provide possible suggestions as to how each 
individual and the Church could foster communities of belonging within their life 
and mission. There will be a creative programme, offered in parallel to the daily 
sessions, accessible to delegates with intellectual disabilities. This programme 
will explore the same themes and will contribute to the times of prayer as well 
as to the conclusion of the conference. 
 
The outcomes that your contribution will enable are as follows: 

9 A hospitable space for the stories of disabled people, their families and 
loved ones to enter into conversation with Church teaching, Christian 
history and society.  

9 Collective and creative resources made during the parallel creative 
sessions; we hope to present the main display to Pope Francis. 

9 The formation of a network of international thinkers, disabled people, 
families, practitioners, clergy and theologians. 

9 The sharing and dissemination of best practice across the world. 
9 Celebration of Christian teaching on the gift of life and the family.  
9 Contribute to the celebrations of the Jubilee Year, announced by Pope 

Francis 2015, especially in the areas of disability, culture and faith. 
9 International celebration and dissemination of a Charter for Hope and 

Belonging. 
!
23(*454(24 !&(*35; 16&3(!
!
!
The conference will be opened by the Pontifical Council for Culture and will 
enjoy a melody of speakers, in a carousel format, sharing individual and family 
stories, as well as eminent thinkers providing insights from the exciting field of 
disability and theology, including Professor Hans Reinders, Sr Veronica 
Donatello, Dr Pia Matthews, Dr Medi Volpe, Ms Cristina Gangemi and many 
others<!
!
!
!
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The conference will be held on the ground floor of the accessible venue at 
LUMSA University, No 13 Borgo �^���v�š�[���v�P���o�}�U Rome. The venue contains two 
large conference halls which will be used for both of our programmes. The 
creative space will enable us all to explore and celebrate �������Z���}�š�Z���Œ�[�•���P�]�(�š�•�����v����
affirm the valued place that all people hold within Church and society.  
 
Your funding contribution would enable disabled people to enjoy the 
conference content, in the way that is right and accessible to all.  
 
 
=156&2&=1(69!1(8 !: 4(4*&2&15&49!
!
It is anticipated that Living Fully 2016 will bring together up to 250 individuals 
from across the world, including but not limited to the following: 
 
9 Disabled People 
9 Families and Loved Ones 
9 Parish Pastoral Associates and Practitioners 
9 Clergy and Lay Ministers 
9 Bishops and Cardinals 
9 Theologians and Religious Educators 
9 Research and Degree Students  
9 Interested Parties 
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2(&$%.%&,%!8.(9.'44%:!!;'<!= !
! !>.#?'</!@A!B+&%!@C=D!

E45+6!7..8$!2/$'$0(.–.2.9"*!5%2'.:05*(F 
6#4%! 3,)#G#)<! H((4 !
0830-0915 Registration  Reception Foyer 
0915-0930 Welcome and Housekeeping  

6')"&/$'-.$789:; $
Conference Hall 

0930-0945 Introduction and Opening Prayer 
Professor Hans Reinders (chair) 
9/$<4=)'$>)(?:)5&-/1$�Z@'-. AB-A@'-. �[��'-. $� 9̂'-) $C)'-!0) �[$

Conference Hall 

0945-1000 Opening Address 
D0+$E&-()%)!'=$3&4-!)=$%&"$34=(4"+ 

Conference Hall 

1000-1030 Keynote Speaker 1:  
‘My I)(.< :  the Role of the Prophet’ !
9"$:+'-$F&&-+# 

Conference Hall 

1030-1100 Keynote Speaker 2: 
‘Family Witness: J#$%!K#)0!Eduardo’!
9"$G$9"/$H4I+-)&$G$J'K")+=='$E)(?'=)/!

Conference Hall 

1100-1130 9&"-)-I$C"+'L $ F+%"+/05+-($'"+'$
1130-1200 Keynote Speaker 3:  

‘A! 60%("(9#'&!$(.! J#$%:!J#G#&9! '&? ! )0#&L#&9! K#)0! ' ! 20#"?! K#)0!
;(K& !I<&?.(4% ’!
M"$9+.)$N&=,+$$

Conference Hall 

1200-1230 ‘Gathering the Stories:  Working together in the Word’!
9&.+"'(+. $K#$>"$M+-)/$9!C").+!

Conference Hall 

1230-1300 Keynote Speaker 4:  
‘The!M(&?%.!($!K0( !N!'4 :!' !60%("(9<!($!)0%!O(?<’!
M"$E)'$9'((0+2/$$

Conference Hall 

1300-1400 74-!0$C"+'L$ F+%"+/05+-($'"+' $
1400-1430 Keynote Speaker 5:  

‘Call to Change’!
:"$N+"&-)!'$M&-'(+==&$

Conference Hall 

1430-1500 Keynote Speaker 6: 
‘Issues of Isolation and Loneliness’!
M"$7)'5$O'=."&- 

Conference Hall 

1500-1530 Keynote Speaker 7:60#*!#*!4%!:The body, Culture and Imago Dei 
:'"'0$7&-I$$E@M$!'-.).'(+$

Conference Hall 

1530-1600 ;%(+"-&&-$C"+'L$ F+%"+/05+-($'"+'$
1600-1640 Focused Discussion: 

‘Gathering the Stories: Celebrating the Gift’!
9&.+"'(+.$K#$E"&%+//&"$@'-/$F+)-.+"/$'-.$ 3")/()-' $J'-I+5) $

Conference Hall 

1640-1700 Celebration of Worship Conference Room 
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2(&$%.%&,%!8.(9.'44% :!!;'<!@!
I')+.?'</!@P!B+&%!@C=D!

E45+6!7..8$!2/$'$0(;.<6'06*".2%-.<,6*+, .9*2+0$+".–.2.:05*(.51.="'5%&$%&F 
6#4%! 3,)#G#)<! H((4 !
0900-0930 Registration  Reception Foyer 
0930-0945 Welcome and Introduction 

M"$9'"# $C+(0$O'=/0$P30')"Q$
Conference Hall 

0945-1000 Prayer 
7+.$K#$,'"'==+=$,"&I"'55+ $!&554-)(# $

Conference Hall 

1000-1030 Keynote Speaker 1:  
‘3!Q+%*)!)( !O%"(&9’!
9/$H.+=$F'+$ 

Conference Hall 

1030-1100 Keynote Speaker 2: 
‘Living in the Domestic Church: an Ecumenical Celebration’!
�>�[���Œ���Z�����h�<�����v����F&5+$

Conference Room 

1100-1120 9&"-)-I $C"+'L$ F+%"+/05+-($'"+'$
1120-1200 Keynote Speaker 3:  

‘Our Way of Prayer’!
9"/$D")/0$9&2K"'#$'-.$%'5)=#$

Conference Hall 

1200-1230 ‘Gathering the Stories: Working together in the Word’!
9&.+"'(+. $K#$>"$ M+-)/$ 9!C").+$ '-.$M"$9'"# $C+(0$O'=/0 $$
PM)'=&I4)-I$2)(0$;-!+/(&"/$)-$>')(0Q$

Conference Hall 

1230-1300 6+#-&(+$:,+'L+"$RS$
‘From Inclusion to O%"(&9#&9:!R'G#9')#&9!' !M'< !Forward’!
M"$T'!0'")'0$M4L+$$

Conference Hall 

1300-1400 74-!0$C"+'L$ F+%"+/05+-($'"+'$
1400-1430 Keynote Speaker 5:  

�ZM0<!#*!;#*'-#"#)<!60%("(9<!#41(.)'&)!')!)0#*!1(#&)!#&!20.#*)#'&!
S#*)(.<:!!J%'?#&9!)0%!20+.,0!E$.(4!1.(*1%,)#G%!($!'!sibling)’!
M"$9)U4+=$<$F&5+"&$PDC3Q$

Conference Hall 

1430-1530 Interactive Workshop 
‘Melody of Gifts’!
3")/()-'$J'-I+5)1$ J')=$O)==)'5/$P3'")('/ Q$'-.$9'( $F'# $P7)*'K)=)(#Q$

Conference Hall 

1530-1600 ;%(+"-&&-$C"+'L$ F+%"+/05+-($'"+'$
1600-1700 EDAN Document:  

‘Moving Forward’!
E"+/+-(+.$'-.$5&.+"'(+.$K#$E"&%+//&"$@'-/$F+)-.+"/$

Conference Hall 

1700-1715 Celebration of Worship  Conference Room 
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There will be a creative programme offered in parallel to the above sessions, 
accessible to delegates with intellectual disabilities. This will take place in the 
adjoining Conference Room, and will explore the same themes and contribute 
to the times of prayer as well as to the conclusion of the conference. 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
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2(&$%.%&,%!8.(9.'44%:!!;'<!T !
I+&?'</!@D!B+&%!@C=D!

E45+6!7..>2??$%&.0,".@2(.45*A2*-F 
6#4%! 3,)#G#)<! H((4 !
0900-1400 Free Time 

3&-%+"+-!+$ ,'"()!),'-(/$ '"+$ 2+=!&5+$ (&$ V&)-$ 4/$ %&"$ 9'//$ )-$ :($
�W���š���Œ�[�•�������•�]�o�]������(&$!+=+K"'(+$(0+$>+'/($M'#$&%$:($E+(+"$G$:($E'4=$

N/A 

1400-1415 Welcome and Introduction 
F+*$;=+W$J&2)-IA345K+"$P30')"Q$

Conference Hall 

1415-1530 Conference Conclusion!
‘Interactive Discussion:  A Charter for the Church’!
9&.+"'(+.$ K#$ 3")/()-'$ J'-I+5)1$ M"$9+.) $N&=,+1$M"$T'!0'")'0$
M4L+$'-.$ 9'( $F'# $P7)*'K)=)(#QX 

Conference Hall 

1530-1600 Closing Address 
YC)/0&,$E'4=$@+-.")L/$

Conference Hall 

1600-1630 Celebration of Worship Conference Room 
1630-1645 Closing refreshments Conference Room 
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61&%3548!9=3(9359#&=!=12>1)49!!!!!

We would invite your organization to consider becoming a partner of 
Living Fully 2016. By supporting this gathering you have the 
opportunity to contribute and make a difference! !

="%"1$0. 9BCDEFG>. H)B8. :EBIJK. :G99)KDJK. 4KEJF8.
! $7200 $4350 $2160 $1450 $500 
J(9(!(&!
2(&$%.%&,%!
8.(9.'4!#**+%?!)(!
'""!?%"%9')%*!

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

J(9(!'&?!0<1%."#&L!
1.(4()%?!(&!)0%!
J#G#&9!>+""<!
M%-*#)%!'&?!I(,#'"!
U%?#'!!

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

3?G%.)#*%4%&)!#&!
)0%!2(&$%.%&,%!
8',L !

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

3,L&(K"%?9%4%&)!
#&!(1%&#&9!'&?!
,"(*#&9!*%**#(&*!

Yes Yes    

H%,(9&#)#(&!'*!
I1(&*(.!#&!1.%V
,(&$%.%&,%!
4'.L%)#&9!

Yes* 
$

    

2(41"#4%&)'.<!
$+""!.%9#*).')#(&*!)(!
)0%!2(&$%.%&,%!

4 2 1   

2(41"#4%&)'.<!
WX0#-#)#(&!6'-"%!

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

8(*)%.!O.'&?#&9!
?#*1"'<!

Yes     

L.D5.,23".'5&5.$%+'6-"-.$%.!020$5%"*(.1550"*;.16%-!.%""-.05./".*"+"$3"-./(.4"/.MNO.
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Please contact the Sponsorship Coordinator (per details below), who 
will work with you on building a tailored partnership profile.  

188&6&3(1%!9=3(9359#&=!3==356+(&6&49!!

Resources and materials for creative parallel  $7200!

Program and final presentation !
 

Filming of conference and production of DVD  $7200 
(with film credit and logo on conference posters)  
!

Lanyard Sponsor       $2160 
 

Tea or Lunch Sponsor      $1450 
 

T-shirts for conference support team      $720 

!
Miscellaneous branded products are welcome, to be included in conference 
packs, for example: pens, key rings, mugs. !
Each sponsor contributing to any of the above will be referenced in the 
conference pack, together with the organiz���š�]�}�v�[�•���Z�Ç�‰���Œ�o�]�v�l���‰�Œ�}�u�}�š�������}�v���š�Z����
Living Fully website (www.livingfully2016.com) and social media. !

23(6126?!

Ms Cristina Gangemi  
The Kairos Forum  
Project Director  
livingfully2016@gmail.com  
!

Dr Zachariah Duke  
Sponsorship Coordinator  
livingfully2016@gmail.com   !
! 9 
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