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Women’s Day of Reflection
encourages the faithful to
be ‘alive in Christ’

By Melissa McNally
Editor

F

aith-filled women from
the Archdiocese of Newark gathered Feb. 27 at
Seton Hall University,
South Orange, for the
annual Women’s Day of Reflection sponsored by the archdiocesan
Women’s Commission. The event
featured keynote speakers, Divine
Mercy Chaplet and Mass.
Leah Darrow, who gained attention as a contestant on the reality
show “America’s Next Top Model,”

addressed her spiritual conversion
at the annual event. As the eldest
of six children in a devout Catholic
household, Darrow began to stray
from the Church as a teenager. In her
quest for acceptance, by her peers
and society, she lost her way.
“We all have the chance to say
‘yes’ to authentic love, which is the
deepest desire of the human heart.
Christ is authentic love,” Darrow explained. “I didn’t accept the love and
mercy of Christ.”
What society prizes, she argued,
is superficial and leads to an unfulfilled life. “I turned away from

Sister Miriam James Heidland, S.O.L.T.

Leah Darrow
Him and turned towards the world.
(Mainstream culture) says that everything on the exterior is very important. It’s better to look good than
to do good. I bought into the lie that
who I am is what I look like.”
As a contestant on “America’s
Next Top Model,” she felt objectified and dehumanized. “There is
nothing ‘real’ about reality TV,”
she explained. “Reality television
showcases human brokenness as entertainment.”
After being eliminated from
the competition, Darrow continued
modeling in New York. During a risqué photo shoot for a popular magazine, she came to the realization that
she was “made for more.” All the
gifts and talents given to her by God,
she said, were being wasted.
“I called my father and told him
that if he didn’t come and get me, I
would lose my soul,” she recalled.
Darrow’s father drove almost 1,000
miles from St. Louis, MO, to help
during her crisis of faith. She reluctantly went to confession, where
she began her long journey back to
the Church. “I drifted away from
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the sacraments completely. Jesus is
home. The Church is home. I gave
Him everything during confession,
and Christ gave me peace, mercy,
forgiveness and love.”
Darrow realized that living in
the past was holding her back from
living a life in Christ. “I learned that
my identity has nothing to do with
what I look like. I am a redeemed
daughter of Jesus Christ. The world
is a good place and we have been
made for more. We are called to tell
the world that He is alive and He is
within us.”
The theme of this year’s gathering, “Alive in Christ,” was explored
further by speaker Sister Miriam
James Heidland, S.O.L.T. A former
Division I college athlete, Sr. Miriam discussed her journey of conversion that led her to consecrated life.
Although originally hoping to
work for ESPN, her life was transformed during her college years at
The University of Nevada-Reno by
a holy and caring priest. Sr. Miriam
has served missions in Rome, North
Dakota, Seattle, and Texas.
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Interfaith leaders gather to promote ‘unity within diversity’

Photos courtesy of Perry Bindelglass

Members of the Interfaith Brotherhood-Sisterhood Committee of Bergen County include members of several faith communities including:
Baha’i, Catholic, Hindu, Islam, Jain, Jewish, Protestant and Sikh. Father Phil Latronico, chair of the Archdiocesan Commission for Interreligious
Affairs, represents the Roman Catholic community for the committee.
By Melissa McNally
Editor

to rebuild our home. Our relationship with God and our relationship
to the earth are intertwined. We need
one another to share the responsibility to take care of our global home,”
Msgr. Grech said.
Opportunities like the Interfaith

F

ollowing a poignant performance of “America the
Beautiful” by a diverse
youth choir, Imam Mohammad Moutaz Charaf
welcomed attendees to the 30th Annual Interfaith Brotherhood-Sisterhood Breakfast at the Hilton hotel,
Hasbrouck Heights, Feb. 15.
“May God give us the courage
to embrace and love each other,”
Imam Charaf said during the invocation. He also noted that the gathering
“recognizes the brotherhood and
sisterhood of humanity” and shows
the “beauty of unity within our diversity.”
Imam Charaf is one of several
members of the Interfaith Brotherhood-Sisterhood Committee of
Bergen County that includes representatives from seven different faith
groups, including Catholic, Hindu,
Jewish and Islam. The committee’s purpose is to increase dialogue
and foster understanding between
religious communities. The group
sponsors other events throughout the
year, including prayer vigils and educational forums.
Rev. Msgr. Joseph Grech, First
Secretary of the United Nations
Mission of the Holy See, gave the
keynote address at the annual breakfast. Msgr. Grech provided insight
into Pope Francis’s recent encyclical
on the environment, Laudato Sí, and
explored how all faith groups must

Restorations by Patricia
973-985-5303

Breakfast, Msgr. Grech stressed,
help to further the cause of ecological spirituality. “Our faith and traditions can help (unite us). We can
focus one step at a time and in simple, daily gestures, toward authentic
solidarity.”

List your
upcoming events in

Restore & Repair
Rev. Msgr. Joseph Grech
come together to care for the planet.
“This breakfast is a testimony
to interfaith collaboration,” Msgr.
Grech said. “Despite our religious
differences, God wants us to find our
true identity through him.”
Laudato Sí, Msgr. Grech noted,
is framed by the media as the pontiff’s “climate change letter,” but the
encyclical also refers to society’s
throw-away culture, consumption
and social debt.
“Pope Francis’s encyclical is not
just about the future of our planet,
but about our dignity. He made a
special plea to religious leaders to
lead by example,” Msgr. Grech explained.
He stressed the need for people
of all faiths to work together for an
“ecological conversion;” to move
away from a self-centered culture of
instant gratification.
“Universal solidarity is needed
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SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Evelyn” was saved from abortion and born
on 9/5/15. We struggle to keep our prolife shelters
open to provide a choice for over 300 pregnant
women who call our hotline monthly. Your
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters

P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446
201-825-7277
Visit our websites:
www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org
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Pope Francis makes historic visit to Mexico

P

ope Francis visited Mexico from Feb. 12–17,
bringing a message of
solidarity with the victims
of drug violence, human
trafficking and discrimination to
some of that country’s most violent
and poverty-stricken regions.
The pope’s flight from Rome to
Mexico City made a stopover in Havana, where he met briefly with Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill. With
an exclamation of “Finally,” Pope
Francis embraced Kirill during the
Feb. 12 meeting, the first between a
pontiff and the head of the Russian
Orthodox Church. The meeting in
Havana’s airport was a significant
event in the 1,000-year schism that
has divided Christianity.
In Mexico, Pope Francis had a
packed schedule. On Saturday, Feb.
13, he participated in a welcoming
ceremony at the National Palace in
Mexico City, and then paid a visit to the president of the republic,
Enrique Pena Nieto. He also met
with civil authorities, the diplomatic corps and the bishops of Mexico,
and then celebrated Mass in the
Basilica of Guadalupe. On Sunday,
Feb. 14, Pope Francis presided at a
Mass in Ecatepec, a suburb of Mexico City, and then returned to Mexico
City to visit the Pediatric Hospital
and met with cultural representatives
in the National Auditorium.
Monday, Feb. 15, the Holy Father traveled to San Cristóbal de Las
Casas to celebrate Mass with the
indigenous community of Chiapas,
and visited the cathedral there. He
then flew to Tuxtla Gutiérrez, where
he met with families at the Victor
Manuel Reyna Stadium.

On Tuesday, Feb. 16, he travelled to Morelia, where he celebrated Mass with priests, religious,
consecrated persons and seminarians. He ended the day meeting with
young people at José María Morelos
y Pavón Stadium.
A visit to Ciudad Juárez filled
his final day in Mexico. In Juárez,
he visited the Cereso 3 prison, and
met with the World of Work at the
Colegio de Bachilleres dello Stato
of Chihuahua. Late in the afternoon,
he stood on a platform above the Rio
Grande River, where thousands had
gathered on both the U.S. and Mexican sides of the border, imparting his
blessing on them. He also celebrated
Mass at the fairgrounds in Ciudad
Juárez before departing for Rome.

Key Messages
In San Cristobal de las Casas

He encouraged the world to
more deeply appreciate indigenous
cultures and to learn from them how

National Catholic-Muslim
Dialogue launched
WASHINGTON—Archbishop Blase J. Cupich of Chicago will
serve as the first Catholic co-chair
of a new National Catholic-Muslim
Dialogue, sponsored by the Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops. Archbishop
Cupich’s tenure as dialogue co-chair
will begin January 1, 2017.
The bishops’ ecumenical and in-

terreligious committee has co-sponsored three regional Catholic-Muslim dialogues for over two decades.
Bishop Mitchell T. Rozanski of
Springfield, MA, chair of the committee, said the time is right to begin
a national dialogue.
“As the national conversation
around Islam grows increasingly
fraught, coarse and driven by fear
and often willful misinformation,

to care for the environment. “The
environmental challenge that we are
experiencing and its human causes
affects us all and demands our response. We can no longer remain
silent before one of the greatest environmental crises in world history.”

In Tuxtla Guiterrez

In one of the poorest regions of
Mexico, he met with families and
said, “It is true that living in family is not always easy…I prefer a
wounded family that makes daily
efforts to put love into play to a society that is sick from isolationism
and habitually afraid of love. I prefer
a family that makes repeated efforts
to begin again, to a society that is
narcissistic and obsessed with luxury
and comfort.”

we are not witnesses to what we have
seen and heard, woe to us. We are not
and do not want to be ‘administrators
of the divine,’ we are not and do not
want to be God’s employees.”

In Ciudad Juárez

He told the thousands massed on
the international border: “Here, as
in other border areas, there are thousands of immigrants…Each step, a
journey laden with grave injustices:
the enslaved, the imprisoned and extorted; so many of these brothers and
sisters of ours are the consequence
of a trade in human beings.”

About that wall

In Morelia

Pope Francis told clergy and religious, “He has invited us to share in
His life, His divine life, and woe to
us if we do not share it, woe to us if

On his return trip to Rome, when
asked about a suggestion to “build a
wall” along the U.S.-Mexico border,
Pope Francis responded: “A person,
who thinks only about building
walls, wherever they may be, and
not building bridges, is not Christian. This is not the Gospel.”
- by Faith Catholic

the Catholic Church must help to
model real dialogue and good will,”
said Bishop Rozanski. “Our current
dialogues have advanced the goals of
greater understanding, mutual esteem
and collaboration between Muslims
and Catholics, and the members have
established lasting ties of friendship
and a deep sense of trust. I am grateful to Archbishop Cupich for agreeing to represent our conference in this
crucial conversation.”
The current regional Catholic-Muslim dialogues are the
Mid-Atlantic (partnering with the
Islamic Circle of North America), Midwest (partnering with the

Islamic Society of North America)
and West Coast (partnering with the
Islamic Shura Council of Southern
California and the Islamic Educational Center of Orange County).
Each is co-chaired by a bishop and a
Muslim leader from the corresponding regional organization. These dialogues will continue to meet and will
work collaboratively with the members of the new national dialogue.
The National Catholic-Muslim
Dialogue follows a July 2014 statement of the bishops’ ecumenical and
interreligious committee, reaffirming their commitment to dialogue
with Muslims.
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Catholic Girls Scouts recognized for eﬀorts

Submitted photos

NEWARK—More than 130
Catholic Girl Scouts were celebrated
at an recognition ceremony Feb. 28 at
the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart. The young women received
medals for their efforts in learning
more about their Catholic faith.
The Catholic Religious Recognition Programs, administered by
the National Catholic Committee for
Girl Scouts and Camp Fire, under
the auspices of the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry,
encourage young people to explore
and become more involved in the
Church.
Each year Daisies, Brownies
and Girl Scout troops can participate
in five age-appropriate programs to
deepen their relationship with their
local parish, while working toward
their medals.
“It’s awesome to see so many of
our Girl Scouts gathered here today
at this great basilica from all four
counties of our archdiocese and being so committed to their faith,” said
Tom Conboy, director the Office of
Youth and Young Adult Ministry.
The archdiocesan office oversees the
local recognition programs.
The various programs that are
offered include the Mother of God
Program (for kindergarten to first

grade); the Family of God Program
(for grades 2 and 3); the I Live My
Faith Program (for grades 4 to 6);
the Mary the First Disciple Program
(for grades 7 to 10); and The Spirit
Alive Program (for high school
students).
All programs are designed to
support and complement the catechetical efforts of Catholic parishes
and schools. For example, “The
Spirit Alive” provides creative activities to augment preparation for the
Sacrament of Confirmation.
Father Tim Graff, chair of the
archdiocesan Office of Human
Concerns, serves as chaplain for
Catholic Girl Scouts and was the
main celebrant and homilist at the
ceremony. He thanked the girls for
all their hours of work and service
in achieving their medals. He also
acknowledged the parents and troop
leaders for volunteering their time
and evangelizing young people.
“This was our biggest group in
years participating in the religious
medals program for Girl Scouts,”
Conboy said. “We hope that more
pastors and principals that have
Girl Scouting at their churches and
schools might jump on board and
offer these opportunities to their
troops. We’d love to pack the cathe-

dral and truly show how important
our Catholic faith is to Girl Scouts. “
To learn more about the religious recognition programs for
Girl Scouts, visit the Office of

Youth & Young Adult Ministry’s
website at www.newarkoym.com
or contact Rich Donovan at (201)
998-0088 ext. 4150; e-mail
donovari@rcan.org .

Submitted photo

Lacordaire Academy, Upper Montclair, recently announced two
eighth grade boys have received full scholarships to competitive
high schools. Bartholomew Kaminski, left, and Jelani Sweet, were
recipients of the prestigious Sheehan Scholarship, which pays
full tuition for all four years at Saint Peter’s Preparatory School,
Jersey City, and stipends for summer study abroad each year.
Bartholomew also received a Regis High School Scholarship.
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Seton Hall and Hackensack select Dean of new medical school

Dr. Bonita Stanton

SOUTH ORANGE—Seton
Hall University and Hackensack
University Health Network have
named Dr. Bonita Stanton, a nationally recognized expert on pediatric
medicine, as the founding dean of
their new school of medicine which
is to open in fall 2018.
“Whether working with low
income populations in the United
States, women and children in Bangladesh, migrant workers in China
or rural youth in Africa, Dean Stanton’s calling has been to bring the
healing and compassion of healthcare to the world’s most vulnerable
people,” said Seton Hall University
President A. Gabriel Esteban. “Dr.
Stanton exemplifies the servant
leadership spirit that is a profound
part of our mission at Seton Hall.
After a rigorous search, President Esteban and Robert C. Garrett,
president and chief executive officer of the Hackensack University
Health Network, are confident in
their selection. “Dr. Stanton with

her outstanding background and accomplishments will lead this school
of medicine to become one of the
finest in the U.S., while maintaining
our shared tradition and mission to
educate the physicians of tomorrow
in a groundbreaking, collaborative
environment,” Garrett said.
Stanton graduated from Wellesley College and Yale University
School of Medicine, completed her
pediatric residency at Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital (Case
Western Reserve) and her Pediatric Infectious Disease Fellowship
training at Yale University School
of Medicine.
For the past four years Stanton
has served as Vice Dean for Research at Wayne State University
School of Medicine. Previously, she
served as the Schotanus Professor and Chair of the Department of
Pediatrics at Wayne State. For five
years, she lived and worked with
her family in Bangladesh—where
she served as a health consultant to

the World Bank and the International Center for Diarrheal Diseases
Research, and as director of a community-based research and service
program designed to help women
and children in the slums of Dhaka.
“I am honored and delighted to
accept the opportunity to lead the
development of an integrated education, research and care delivery
system at a new school of medicine
with such visionary partners,” Stanton said.
In June 2015, Seton Hall and
Hackensack University Health Network signed a definitive agreement
to form a new, four-year school of
medicine. By 2020, it is estimated
there will be a shortage of 2,500
physicians in the Garden State. The
joint venture to create an academic institution will help combat the
physician shortage by providing
key educational, research, and career opportunities to for the next
generation to pursue a career in
medicine.

‘Passion Play’ tradition continues for over a century
UNION CITY—“The Passion
Play,” the story of Christ’sdeath
and resurrection is now in its
102th season. This year’s performances will take place at The
Park Performing Arts Center on
March 12 at 2 and 7 p.m., March
13 at 2 p.m., and March 19 at 2
p.m. Tickets are $10 and children
under 12 are free. For more information, call (201)865-6980 for
tickets or visit www.ParkPac.org.
Founded by a group of German and Swiss immigrants in the
area, the play was first presented
in 1915 as an offering of world
peace during World War I. Led
by Pastor Father Joseph Grieff,
the drama modeled on a 17th century production from Oberammergau, Germany. The play is performed in the German city every
10 years.
The Union City production is
held annually and has an innovative approach to religious and social issues. In the 1980s, the script
was adapted, with the help of the
committe on Ecumenical and Inter-religious Affairs of the U.S.

Submitted photo

Conference of Catholic Bishops.
“The Passion Play” is traditionally staged by members of

the local community. Several
members of the cast have been in
the production for more than 30

years. Current performers include
professional actors in some of the
dramatic leading roles.

The Newark Parade

The 81st Year of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Friday afternoon
March 11, 2016
PruCenter – NJPAC – St. Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral – Newark Museum

New Jersey’s First and Finest St. Patrick’s Day Parade:
On the Streets of Newark for 81 Years!
facebook.com/NewarkParade * NewarkParade.com * twitter.com/NewarkParade
youtube.com/NewarkParade * photos.NewarkParade.com
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Official Appointments

Archbishop John J. Myers has announced
the following appointments:
PASTORS
Reverend Raul R. Gaviola,
Administrator of Saint Henry Parish,
Bayonne, has been appointed Pastor,
effective Feb. 4.
Reverend Ordanico De La
Pena, Parochial Vicar of Our
Lady of Grace/Saint Joseph Parish,
Hoboken, has been appointed Pastor
of Saint Nicholas Parish, Jersey City,
effective March 15.
Reverend Peter J. Palmisano,
Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Virgin
Parish, Garfield, and Administrator
of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish,
Garfield, has been appointed Pastor
of the newly merged parishes,
effective July 1.
Reverend Elky Reyes, Pastor of
Saint Benedict Parish, Newark, has
also been appointed Pastor of Saint
Aloysius Parish, Newark,
effective Feb. 4.
Reverend Monsignor Richard
J. Arnhols, Pastor of Saint John
the Evangelist Parish, Bergenfield, has
been granted another six year term
as Pastor, ending June 30, 2022.
Reverend Michael J. Kreder,
Pastor of Saint Mary Parish,
Rutherford, has been granted another
six year term as Pastor, ending June
30, 2022.
Reverend Felix R. Marciniak,
Pastor of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish, Wallington, has been granted

another six year term as Pastor,
ending June 30, 2022.
Reverend Monsignor Robert
S. Meyer, Pastor of Saint Peter and
Saint Paul Parish, Hoboken, has been
granted another six year term as
Pastor, ending June 30, 2022.
ADMINISTRATOR
Reverend John C. DeSousa,
Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of
Fatima Parish, Elizabeth, has been
appointed Administrator of Saint
Anthony Parish, East Newark and
Holy Cross Parish, Harrison, effective
Feb. 15.
Reverend Albert Nzeh, has
been appointed Administrator of
Blessed Sacrament/Saint Charles
Borromeo Parish, Newark,
effective April 1.
PAROCHIAL VICAR
Reverend Bruce E. Harger,
Pastor of Saint Nicholas Parish,
Jersey City, has been appointed
Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of
Grace/Saint Joseph Parish, Hoboken,
effective March 15.
OTHER
Reverend Erasmus Okere, has
been appointed Coordinator of the
Igbo Apostolate for the Archdiocese
of Newark, and Parochial Vicar of
Blessed Sacrament/Saint Charles
Borromeo Parish, Newark,
effective April 1.

Submitted photo

Caldwell University nursing student Jaimie Peter (left) and Dr.
Theodora Sirota, interim director of the Nursing Department (right),
participated in the university’s annual Blessing of Hands prayer service Feb. 22 for nursing students who are in their junior year. Sister
Kathleen Tuite, O.P., vice president for student life at Caldwell, said
the blessing of hands gives expression to the mission of Caldwell
University and empowers the students to be a healing presence to
the people they work with and tend. “The students realize their hands
give healing and love to those who are most vulnerable.”

Five- mile Stations of Cross
procession held March 13

LYNDHURST—On Sunday, March 13, Saint Michael the Archangel
Parish will hold a five-mile pilgrimage procession through the streets of
south Bergen County for Stations of the Cross. The procession will begin at
Saint Michael and end at Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Wallington.
Prayers for the pilgrimage will be in Polish, but copies of the meditation
will be available in English.
The procession will leave Saint Michael’s parking lot at 1 p.m., and will
continue through Rutherford, East Rutherford, and into Wallington. Pilgrims
will walk through the Holy Door before Mass at 3 p.m. The Hour of Mercy
will be celebrated by Very Reverend Canon Felix R. Marciniak, pastor of the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade steps oﬀ March 11
NEWARK—The 81st Newark Saint Patrick’s Day Parade
will step off Friday, March 11, at 1 p.m., led by John J. Farmer,
Jr., grand marshal, and Barbara A. Lyons, deputy grand marshal.
The parade is dedicated to the memory James P. “The Skipper”
Hamilton and the centennial of the 1916 Easter Rising in Ireland.
Grandstand ceremonies will begin at noon followed by the
start of the parade. The parade route begins in downtown Newark on Mulberry Street at the Prudential Center; then will make
its way past the Gateway Complex; to the New Jersey Performing Arts Center; passing Military Park on Center Street; to Central Avenue; to Saint Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral, at the corner of
Washington Street and Central Avenue; and ending in front of
the Newark Museum and Washington Park.
For more information, visit www.newarkparade.com.

Barbara A. Lyons and John J. Farmer, Jr.
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Archdiocese of Newark debuts video
on Church rituals at time of death

T

he archdiocese has produced a six-minute video
explaining the Church’s
funeral rites that Catholics
can use as a resource during one of
life’s most difficult and confusing
times.
“Many Travelers, One Journey”
explains the significance of the components of the Order of Christian
Funerals: the Vigil for the Deceased,
the funeral Mass and the committal. Individuals describe how they
found how effective the rites can
be in bringing family, friends and
the Church community together to
pray and comfort each other and
to celebrate the faith and life of the
deceased.
“This video walks viewers
gently through the beauty of these

deeply meaningful Church rituals
that guide and help console those in
mourning,” said Archbishop John J.
Myers.
“Many Travelers, One Journey”
was produced by Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Newark,
and features archdiocesan clergy and
parishioners. It complements a comprehensive planning guide, “Continuing the Journey, Preparing a
Catholic Funeral,” to assist Catholics
during their time of loss, or when
pre-planning a funeral. The booklet
includes information on coping with
the death of a loved one, ministry
resources, scripture readings and tips
on practical preparations.
The video can be viewed online
at www.rcan.org. The booklet can be
ordered by calling (888) 498-5209.

Marriage Encounter
Weekend to be held April 15

Submitted photos

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of Saint Rose of Lima Parish and middle school
students from Saint Rose of Lima Academy, Short Hills, came together to support the less fortunate. The communities collected toiletries,
cosmetics and travel-sized personal care items and packaged them
into Valentine’s Day gift bags. Students in grades 1 through 4 created
cards to accompany the gifts. The gift bags will be donated to women
in need at Saint Joseph’s Social Service Center in Elizabeth and
Magnificat Home in Jersey City.

Couples in the Archdiocese of Newark will have the opportunity to
reflect on their sacrament during a Marriage Encounter Weekend in Morristown on April 15-17 at the Best Western Hotel.
The weekend is designed to help couples communicate more intimately
with each other to deepen and enhance their relationship. The retreat creates an atmosphere where couples focus on each other without distractions,
in a private and confidential environment.
Janet and Michael Turco, long-time participants in Worldwide Marriage
Encounter, will be one of the three couples and a priest who will present
during the weekend. The aim of the program is to remind couples that they
are to be examples of God’s unconditional love and to live and walk in
Christ’s image.
The annual anniversary masses for married couples will be held April
24 and May 1, at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark.
Couples will be honored for being married five, 25 and 50 plus years. This
year’s “longest married couple” has been married for 71 years.
For information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter, contact the Turcos at (973) 427-7016 or (609) 338-9492; e-mail mikeandjanetwwme@
gmail.com; or visit www.nnjwwme.org.
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Oak Knoll students immerse
in French language, culture
SUMMIT— Six freshmen from
Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child
recently displayed theatrical and
French speaking skills while being
immersed in language and culture at
the Premiere Scene, a French theater
festival in New York City.
Oak Knoll students, the only
New Jersey representatives among
400 students from more than a dozen schools, performed at the Lycée
Français de New York in Manhattan
on Jan. 30. The festival, held since
1999, offers students the opportunity to learn the meanings of words,
phrases and idioms through live performances.
Performing at the festival were
Maia Archer, Maria Bambrick-Santoyo, Elizabeth Hadley, Juliette
Marchisio, Emma McTague, and

Carmen Van Volkenburgh.
Bambrick-Santoyo earned the
competition’s award for Best Elocution as part of her role in Oak
Knoll’s skit “Défilé de modes,” a comedic performance about a fashion
show adapted from a French play.
“The students performed with
such assurance and energy,” said
Irina Posso-Campana, foreign language teacher at Oak Knoll’s allgirls middle and high school. “The
girls gave an exemplary display of
emotions and intonations all in the
French language.”
The event, during which all
directions were given in French,
offered full immersion and an unforgettable learning experience, Posso-Campana said.
“It was like being in France for a

Submitted photo

Students from Oak Knoll perform during Premiere Scene, a French
theater festival in New York City.
few hours without even leaving New
York City,” she said.
Prior to the performance, Nora
Burd and Sonja Podesta, who were
among the first group of Oak Knoll
students to participate in the festival several years ago, encouraged

the freshmen.
“Nora and Sonja were so happy
to see other students from Oak Knoll
School experience this moment of
French immersion, and they shared
how much they cherished their
memories,” Posso-Campana said.

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

Saint Dominic Academy, Jersey City, recently announced that two
seniors, Noor Shirazzi (left) and Christelle Candelario were selected
to be in the Fall 2015 issue of “Creative Communications.” Creative
Communications has a 20-year tradition of publishing poetry by students in grades K-12. The company runs a poetry contest twice a year
and publishes two books, one in the fall and one in the spring.

Seven students from Good Shepherd Academy in Nutley placed in
the top 10 of Essex County’s Sumdog Math Contest held Feb. 5 –
11. The top 10 students were ranked by the number of questions
answered correctly. Over 650 students participated from throughout
the county in the online math competition. Good Shepherd also had
an additional 15 students who placed in the top 50. Back row, left
to right; Nicholas Beyer, Andrew Villaruel and Nicholas Mendez.
Front row, left to right; Sharon Pinto, Leah Lorent, Catarina Pita and
Katherine Tan.
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Drama lessons:

St. Joe’s musical production has educational impact
MONTVALE—Saint Joseph
Regional High School’s 2016 production of “Urinetown: the Musical” may have ended its 12-performance run, but the educational
impact of the show continues.
The 2001 satirical musical
pokes fun at everything from other
Broadway musicals to corporate
greed, imagining a world where a
severe water shortage eliminates
private toilets and a corrupt corporation charges citizens for the use of
public amenities. The situation provided a host of educational topics
for its student audience.
“The most obvious subject for
our study guide was the global water shortage,” said Saint Joseph’s
Performing Arts Director John
Asselta. “People in our area have
very little appreciation for the severity of the problem world-wide.
We tried to increase that awareness with a series of informational
posters about water-related issues
in different parts of the world and
an on-going collection in support
of www.water.org, the relief organization supported by actor Matt
Damon.”
The lobby display, which was
created by a group of Saint Joseph
parents, featured a functioning water wheel and water well, displays
of global water concerns that filled
the front corridor and a mini-theater
where patrons could watch a video
of students discussing some of the
themes explored in the show.
The student study guide tack-

Submitted photos

led a variety of subjects, including
world population and civic action,
inequality and other social justice
issues. On the day before students
saw a preview of the performance,
they completed a water-related experiment in biology, discussed the
characteristics of satire and parody
in English classes, and considered
the social justice implications of the
allocation of natural resources in
theology classes. The study guide
was also provided to the teachers

of the eighth-grade classes that previewed the show on Jan. 29.
“The opportunity to connect
a meaningful inter-disciplinary
learning experience with the actual
performance of the show was very
rewarding,” said Principal Barry
Donnelly. “The title of the show belies its content; this was a great educational opportunity for performers and audience alike.”
For cast members, that experience was enhanced even further
when Daniel Marcus, from the

Submitted photo

Broadway cast, and Katie Adams,
from the national tour, shared their
experience with students and parents in a discussion following the
performance.
More than 90 students participated in the production of “Urinetown.”
The Saint Joseph performing
arts program has won the Paper
Mill Playhouse Educational Impact
Award five times for demonstrating
how the school musical provides
learning opportunities for students.

In what is now an annual tradition, the Bergen
Catholic Crusader Football program made a
generous donation to cancer research, thanks
in part to the proceeds raised during the annual
“Pink Out Game” which was held as part of the
Oct. 3 home game against Paramus Catholic.
The football program raised $4,500 and will be
donating $3,000 to The Leslie Simon Breast
Center at Englewood Hospital in addition to
making a $1,500 donation to the American
Cancer Society. These donations were generated by a 50/50 raffle during the game, as
well as from the sale of pink apparel during the
2015 Bergen Catholic Homecoming Weekend in
Oradell. This was the sixth season under head
coach Nunzio Campanile that the football program helped raise awareness for breast cancer
research.
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Cathedral Basilica hosts organ recital
NEWARK—This
year marks the 60th anniversary of the dedication
of the Cathedral Schantz
organ at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart. The organ was
installed in 1955-1956
by the Schantz Organ

Company and is the largest church pipe organ in
New Jersey.
To commemorate
the anniversary, a series
of concerts has been
planned at the cathedral.
Organist Nicole Keller
will present an organ re-

cital March 13 at 4 pm.
The performance will include works from Bach,
Vierne and Wilson.
The suggested donation is $15. For more
information, visit www.
cathedralbasilica.org or
call (973) 484-2400.

Nicole Keller

Classiﬁeds
Wanted to Buy

Help Wanted

HOUSEMOTHER POSITION- FT, LIVE-IN

Several Source Shelters, is a Pro-Life, Christian based, registered 501c
(3) charity organization based in Northern New Jersey. For over 30 years
Several Sources has provided hope, assistance and shelter to pregnant
teens/women, needy families and homeless women.
Ideal candidate must be PROLIFE, Christian to work as role model for
pregnant/parenting women and their babies. Valid/clean driver’s license
and HS graduate/some college pref’d. Generous salary, three weeks’
vacation (after one year) and holiday/floaterdays-quarterly contribution
to health insurance. Positions open immediately.
Email-resume: sssvirginiam@gmail.com.

Cemetery & Mausoleum

Immaculate Conception
Cemetery and Mausoleum

712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

K

COURAGE

An archdiocesan
sponsored spiritual
support group for
persons experiencing
same-sex attractions
who desire to lead a
chaste life in accord
with Catholic teaching
on homosexuality.
For information,
call (908) 272-2307

or 201-220-3968
(Bergen County)

HEALTHCARE

SENIOR CARE AT HOME

Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing
homes or assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides
live-in CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI
since 2000, specializing in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are ﬂuent in English with great references for
satisfaction guaranteed.

For our personalized placement services call

Karen at (908)377-9375

ACE HOME HEALTHCARE
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare
for your loved ones at low cost?
Let us take the frustration out of ﬁnding the right person.
We are just a phone call away.
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160
Ask for Lu or Gina • Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

(All calls confidential)

Funeral Home

Joseph Z.Konopka
Funeral Home LLC

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Serving all
communities
for 63 years

Announcement

MAHOGANY FURNITURE
Dining rooms, bedrooms, breakfronts, secretaries. One
piece or complete contents. Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

(201) 865-0923
Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

How to
report abuse
The Archdiocese of Newark takes
very seriously any and all credible
complaints of sexual misconduct by
members of the clergy, Religious and
lay staff of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act
of sexual misconduct to inform the
archdiocese immediately so that we
may take appropriate action to protect
others and provide support to victims
of sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report
an allegation of sexual misconduct
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan
Office of Child and Youth Protection at
(201) 407-3256.

We provide live-in/part-time caregivers in the comfort of your
home. Our caregivers are caring, dedicated, and compassionate. We
have Filipino caregivers, nannies and housekeepers upon request.

Services offered:

PERSONAL CARE
MEDICATION ASSISTANCE
MEAL PREPARATION

SITTER & COMPANION SERVICES
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING & LAUNDRY

*Servicing all of NJ, NY and CT

for Personalized Placement Service Contact Winnie
at (862) 333-6229 • (973) 873-0610
or Vicky at (862) 220-2379

To include Your

Classiﬁed

Call 973-497-4200
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Submitted photos

Two students from Immaculate Heart Academy, Washington Township, received special recognition at this year’s Northern New Jersey
Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Awards at the Montclair Art Museum. Haley Thimmel was named a Silver Key Award winner and Julie
Kim won an honorable mention award. Haley’s work, “Anatomical Study,” was created in conté crayon on black paper and was selected as
part of the top 15 percent in the region. Haley was recognized for her work at an award ceremony and reception at Montclair Art Museum
on Feb. 18. Julie’s work, “Breaking Free,” won honorable mention in the sculpture category. A jury of professional artists, curators and art
educators reviewed more than 4,000 works of art submitted by more than 1,200 artists from Northern New Jersey.

Submitted photos

A Mardi Gras celebration was held by the fourth grades at Sacred
Heart School in Lyndhurst. Students learned about the religious significance of “Fat Tuesday,” a preparation for the season of Lent, and
the celebration in New Orleans. They listened to traditional Mardi
Gras music, caught beads and chocolate coins and made masks as
part of the lesson.
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March 11
Union Catholic Regional
High School, Scotch Plains,
“Bring It On: The Musical,” also
on March 12, 18 and 19, 7 p.m.
and March 13 at 3 p.m., tickets
can be purchased by phone at
(908) 889-1600 or online at
www.showtix4u.com.

March 12
Seton Hall University, South
Orange, offering a five-part Social
Media for Professional Certificate
program, Saturdays from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., call (973) 761-9087
or e-mail ceps@shu.edu.
Don Bosco Prep, Ramsey, “How
to Succeed in Business without
Really Trying.” Performances, also
on March 18 and 19 at 8 p.m.,
March 13 and 20 at 3 p.m., $15/
$12 for senior citizens, for advance
sales call (201)327-8003 or e-mail
boscoplays@gmail.com.
Holy Name Medical
Center, Teaneck, Asian Health
Services hosts Mental Health
Expo for the Korean community,
includes screening, diagnosis and
treatment of dementia, 9 a.m. -2
p.m., (201) 833-3399.

March 13
Caldwell University, “Uncommon Women” concert, featuring soprano Laura Greenwald
and pianist Warren Helms,
4 p.m., in the Alumni Theatre,
$20/ $10 for students and
seniors, call Laura Greenwald at
(973) 618-3520.

Marriage” information session,
at the Archdiocesan Center, 7-9
p.m., also on April 1 at 1-3 p.m.,
(973) 497-4324.

April 6
Holy Spirit Parish, Union,
Holy Hour for Life, 7:30-8:30
p.m., (908) 687-3327.

15

April 8
St. Mary High School,
Rutherford, 2nd Annual “Night
at the Races,” 6:30-10:30 p.m.,
$25. RSVP by March 22, e-mail
Christine Perchun at chrisperch@aol.com or Robyn Gibney
at ragibney@versizon.net.

St. Joseph Regional High
School, Montvale, spring craft
show, 10 a.m. -4 p.m., $2, (201)
391-3300.

March 20
St. Therese of Lisieux Parish, Cresskill, “Haydn’s Seven Last
Words” concert, 3 p.m., (201)
567-2528 ext. 313.

March 25
Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark, choral
meditations on the Stations of
the Cross with the cathedral
choir, 8 p.m., call (973) 484-2400.

March 31
Office of Family Life Ministries, Archdiocese of Newark,
“God’s Plan For a Joy-Filled

Submitted photo

Saint Theresa School in Kenilworth, was one of six schools, with
a total of 31 students, who attended the Union County Catholic
League of Forensic Declamation competition held at Saint James
the Apostle School in Springfield on Feb. 24. Saint Theresa’s team,
under the direction of Christine McCarthy and Susan Aronowitz,
consisted of six students. Stephanie Mendes was awarded an
honorable mention ribbon and Gianna Vaynberg received the first
place ribbon. Back row, left to right: Makayla Koski, Melody Cadet,
Stephanie Mendes, Andre Lissinna, Matthew Payne, Luke Bollwage.
Front row: Gianna Vaynberg, Richard Harrington and Alex Han.

Obituaries

A

Father James M. Moran

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated Feb. 10 at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish, Tenafly, for Father James M. Moran,
52, who died Feb. 6.
Fr. Moran was ordained May
24, 2003. He served as parochial
vicar at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish,
South Orange; Saint Leo Parish,
Elmwood Park; and Holy Trinity
Parish, Westfield. He also served as
chaplain for Pascack Valley Hospital
in Westwood and Valley Hospital in
Ridgewood.
Prior to ordination, Fr. Moran
was a religious education teacher
at Queen of Peace High School in
North Arlington.

Sister Armanda Trotta, M.P.F.

A

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Feb. 11 at
Saint Lucy Chapel, Villa Walsh, Morristown,
for Sister Armanda
Trotta, M.P.F., 96, who died Feb. 7.
Sr. Armanda entered the Religious Teachers Filippini on June 16,
1940, received her religious habit a
year later, and made her final profession on Aug. 27, 1944.
She was a dedicated elementary
school teacher and served the Archdioceses of New York, Newark and
Hartford, CT. She worked in pastoral
care at Saint Francis Parish, Hackensack, from 1955-1964.
Sr. Armanda’s last 44 years
were spent at Saint Joseph Elementary School in Hammonton, where
she taught 3rd grade for 31 years,
and was librarian for 13 years. In
2003, she received the Bishop’s
Medal for meritorious service in

the Camden Diocese.
She retired and became a resident of Saint Joseph Hall, Villa
Walsh, in 2011.

A

Sister Marie King, S.C.

Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated Feb. 11 at Saint
Anne Villa, Convent
Station, for Sister Marie King, S.C., 93, who
died Feb. 7.
Born in Newark, Sr. Marie entered the Sisters of Charity on Sept.
7, 1940 and was a member for 75
years. She served as a teacher at the
following schools: Saint Joseph, Paterson; Saint Teresa, Summit; Saint
Matthew, Ridgefield; Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, Ridgewood; Holy
Rosary, Elizabeth; Saint Peter, Jersey City; Saint Paul of the Cross,
Jersey City; Immaculate Conception,
Elizabeth; Sacred Heart, Vailsburg;

and Saint Mary Elementary School,
Nutley.
Sr. Marie served as organist in
Holy Family Parish, Nutley and
Immaculate Conception Parish,
Newark. She moved to Saint Anne
Villa in 2009 where she resided until
her death.

Sister Aurelia (Mary) Cerny, O.S.F.

A

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Feb. 19 at
Immaculate Heart of
Mary Chapel, Bethlehem, PA, for Sister
Aurelia (Mary) Cerny,
81, who died Feb. 12.
Sr. Mary Aurelia entered the
School Sisters of Saint Francis in
1953 and professed her first vows
a year later. She was a teacher
throughout Pennsylvania and in
schools in New Milford, Closter,
Demarest and Denville.

NOW IS THE TIME TO PRE-PLAN
OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS
Stop By • Call • Visit Online

SAT & SUN
March 19 & 20
MARYREST

Cemetery & Mausoleum
770 Darlington Ave.
Mahwah, NJ
888-489-9095

SAT & SUN
March 19 & 20
C����� ��� K���
Cemetery
980 Huron Rd.
Franklin Lakes, NJ
888-802-2933

SAT & SUN
APRIL 2 & 3
H��� C����

Cemetery & Mausoleum
340 Ridge Rd.
North Arlington, NJ
888-467-8903

Open Daily 9:00am-4:30pm

