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Affirming Baptism: More Than A Seat in the Pew



Models of Disability

Medical
Structurally Imposed:
Physical and/or Social

3

Human – Part of Life



“Disabilities …
• are the normal and anticipated outcome of 

the risks, strains, and stresses of the living 
process itself, 

• occurring in utero, at the moment of birth, or 
at any stage along the life cycle.  

• Therefore, the condition ceases to be merely 
an individual tragedy and becomes an 
expectation within any community.”  

• It is an ordinary part of life.

Janice LaLonde Benton and Mary Jane Owen, Opening Doors to 
People with Disabilities, NCPD. 1995
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Person First
• See the person before you NOT the disability.

• Focus on RELATIONSHIP.

• What are her strengths?

• What are his interests?

• Ask what is helpful?

• How does she communicate?

• What makes him uncomfortable?

• What is helpful in difficult moments?

• Observe in different settings.
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Roadblocks to Relationship & 
Belonging

• Focus on diagnosis, labels.

• Portraying as ’holy innocent’, “perpetual state of grace.”

• ”Special” – not quite like “us.”

• “They’re animals!”
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How Many People Are We Talking About?
• 1 in 3 families are impacted by disability.

• Almost 20% total population have some type of disability.1

• 1 in 34 children in NJ (1 in 59 nationally) is diagnosed with autism.2

• Approximately 1% of adults have autism.3

• 19% of families of children with autism identify as having “strong affiliations” with faith 
communities – VS – 36% of families of “typically developing children” who say they have 
‘strong affiliations” with their faith community. 4

• 1 in 6 (approx.) children in the U.S. have one or more developmental disabilities (15%). 5

• 2.8% of adults have a severe developmental disability (5 million people). 6

• 5.7 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s. 7

• 3 million Americans (1%) live with celiac disease, 97% undiagnosed. 8
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How Many People Are We Talking About?

Mental Health Conditions

• 1 in 4 families are impacted by mental illness

• 1 in 5 adults experience mental illness in a given year  18.5%

• 1 in 25 adults experiences a serious mental illness 

• 1 in 5 youth (13-18) experience a server mental disorder at some point 
during their life. 21.4%

• 70% of youth in juvenile system have at least one mental health condition 
and at least 20% live with a serious mental illness.
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USCCB:  
National Focus 
on Ministry 
with Persons 
with Disabilities 
Since 1967

• 1967: National apostolate 
focused on persons with 
intellectual disabilities.

• 1978: Pastoral: 
• A prophetic call to the Church, “to 

build a community of 
interdependent people and discover 
the Kingdom of God in our midst.” 
p.5.

• To society, “It is not enough merely 
to affirm the rights of people with 
disabilities. We must actively work to 
make them real in the fabric of 
modern society.” p.11.

• 1982: NCPD established

• …
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Approved by the US Bishops

Guidelines for the

Celebration of the Sacraments 

with Persons with Disabilities

October 1995

Revised June 2017
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Reason for Guidelines and Revision?

• Pastoral inconsistencies

• People denied the sacraments

• Uncertainty on how to respond 
pastorally

• Persistence of pastoral confusion, 
inconsistency and denial of access 
to the sacraments

• New issues arising

11
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Review of Guidelines Revision

English and Spanish versions 

available at

USCCB.org for free download 

or purchase. 

www.usccb.org/about/divine-worship/policies/guidelines-

sacraments-persons-with-disabilities.cfm

http://www.usccb.org/about/divine-

worship/policies/orientaciones-sacramentos-personas-

con-discapacidades.cfm
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New Introduction
The Church continues to affirm the dignity of every human 
being, and to grow in knowledge and understanding 
of the gifts and needs of her members who live with 
disabilities. Likewise, the Church recognizes that every parish 
community includes members with disabilities, and earnestly 
desires their active participation. All members of the Body of 
Christ are uniquely called by God by virtue of their Baptism. 
In light of this call, the Church seeks to support all in their 
growth in holiness, and to encourage all in their vocations.
Participating in, and being nourished by, the grace of the 
sacraments is essential to this growth in holiness. Catholic 
adults and children with disabilities, and their families, 
earnestly desire full and meaningful participation in the 
sacramental life of the Church.
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Revised and Expanded Guidelines Reiterate
It is essential that all forms of the liturgy be 
completely accessible to persons with 
disabilities, since these forms are the essence 
of the spiritual tie that binds the Christian 
community together. To exclude members of 
the parish from these celebrations of the life of 
the Church, even by passive omission, is to 
deny the reality of that community. 
Accessibility involves far more than physical 
alterations to parish buildings. Realistic 
provision must be made for Catholics with 
disabilities to participate fully in the Eucharist 
and other liturgical celebrations. 
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General Principles

1995

By reason of their baptism, all 
Catholics are equal in dignity in 
the sight of God and have the 
same divine calling. 1

2017

All human beings are equal in 
dignity in the sight of God.  
Moreover, by reason of their 
Baptism, all Catholics also share 
the same divine calling. 1
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General Principles

1995

full functioning members of the local 
ecclesial community. Ministers are not to 
refuse the sacraments to those who ask for 
them at appropriate times, who are properly 
disposed, and who are not prohibited by law 
from receiving them. 2

2017

as fully as other members of the local 
ecclesial community.  Sacred ministers 
cannot deny the sacraments to those who 
seek them at appropriate times, are 
properly disposed, and are not prohibited 
by law from receiving them. 2

16

Catholics with disabilities have a right to participate in the sacraments as …



General Principles

1995

consult with them or their advocates before 
making determinations about the accessibility of 
a parish‘s facilities and the avaiability of its 
programs, policies, and ministries.  These 
adaptations are an ordinary part of the liturgical 
life of the parish. While full accessibility may not 
always be possible for every parish, it is 
desirable that at least one fully accessible 
community be available in a given area. 
Parishes may, in fact, decide to collaborate in the 
provision of services to persons with disabilities. 
3

2017

– before all else – consult with them or 
their advocates before making 
determinations about the accessibility 
of a parish‘s facilities and the avaiability 
of its programs, policies, and ministries. 
Full accessibility should be the goal for
every parish, and these adaptations are 
to be an ordinary part of the liturgical 
life of the parish. 3

17

Parish sacramental celebrations should be accessible to persons with disabilities and 
open to their full, active and conscious participation, according to their capacity.  
Pastoral ministers should not presume to know the needs of persons with disabilities, but 
should rather …



General Principles

1995

pastoral ministers should make every effort to 
determine the presence of all Catholics with 
disabilities who reside within a parish's 
boundaries. Special effort should be made to 
welcome those parishioners with disabilities 
who live in institutions or group homes and 
are unable to frequent their parish churches 
or participate in parish activities. However, 
pastoral ministers should remember that 
many persons with disabilities still reside with 
their families. … in which the pastoral staff can 
work towards the inclusion of all parishioners 
in the parish's sacramental life. 4

2017
pastors and other parish ministers should 
make every effort to provide for all Catholics 
with disabilities who reside within a parish’s 
boundaries. Special effort should be made to 
reach out to and welcome all parishioners, 
including persons with disabilities who live 
independently, with their families, in 
institutions, or in other living arrangements. 
Pastoral visitation, the parish census, and the 
diverse forms of parish and diocesan social 
communication are just a few of the many 
ways in which the pastoral staff can work 
toward the inclusion of all parishioners in 
the parish’s sacramental life.  4

18

Since the parish is the center of the Christian experience for most Catholics, …



General Principles – Parish Catechetical and Sacrament Preparation Programs 
…

1995
• Pastors are responsible to be as inclusive as 

possible in providing ‘evangelization, catechetical 
formation, and sacramental preparation‘ (*) for 
parishioners with disabilities. 

• Persons with disabilities, their advocates and their 
families, as well as those knowledgeable in serving 
disabiled persons can make a most valuable 
contribution to these programs. * may need to be 
adapted for some parishioners with disabilities. 

• Further, parishes should encourage persons with 
disabilities to participate in all levels of pastoral 
ministry (care ministers, catechists, etc).  

• Dioceses are encouraged to establish appropriate 
support services for pastors to facilitate the 
evangelization, catechetical formation, and 
sacramental preparation for parishioners with 
disabilities.  5

2017

• Pastors are resposible to provide * for persons with 
disabilities and dioceses are encouraged to establish 
appropriate support services to assist pastors in this duty.

• Persons with disabilities, their advocates and their 
families, as well as those knowledgeable in serving 
disabiled persons can make a most valuable contribution 
to these programs.(*) may need to be adapted for some 
parishioners with disabilities, though, as much as possible, 
persons with disabilities should be integrated into the 
ordinary programs. 

• They should not be segregated for specialized catechesis 
unless their disabilities make it impossible for them to 
participate in the basic catechetical program. 

• Even in those cases, participation in parish life is 
encourag ed in all ways possible. 5
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In Home

Center-Area Parishes

Separate Programming

Separate but Same Time

Time Split b/w “Regular” & Separate

“Regular” with Supplementary
Instruction and Services

“Regular” with Consultation

“Regular Catechetical Group” (“Regular”)

Adapted from Continuum of Models for Education, Heward, W.L. 2003

Continuum Of Models For Catechesis



General Principles
1995

• Having received the sacraments, which 

“contribute in the greatest way to establish, 

strengthen, and manifest ecclesiastical 

communion,” persons with disabilities, like all 

other parishioners, 

• should be encouraged to participate in all 

levels of pastoral ministry that are available 

and for which they are qualified….Like others, 

Catholics with disabilities are not only 

recipients of the Gospel, but are also called to 

proclaim it and to be witnesses to its truth. 6.

2017

• Further, parishes should encourage 

persons with disabilities to participate 

in all levels of pastoral ministry (e.g., as 

care ministers, catechists, etc.) 5
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General Principles

1995

Pastoral ministers are encouraged 
to develop specific programs 
aimed at forming a community of 
believers known for its joyful 
inclusion of all of God’s people 
around the table of the Lord. 6

2017 

All members of the faith community have 
a role to play in the invitation, welcome, 
and inclusion of people with disabilities. 
Pastoral ministers are encouraged to 
foster attitudes and a parish culture ...
known for its joyful inclusion of all God‘s 
people around table of the Lord. 7

22

The creation of a fully accessible parish reaches beyond mere physical 
accommodation to encompass the attitudes of all parishioners toward 
persons with disabilities.



General Principles

1995 

In the course of making pastoral 
decisions, it is inevitable that pastoral 
care workers will encounter difficult 
cases. Dioceses are encouraged to 
establish appropriate policies for 
handling such cases which respect the 
procedural and substantive rights of all 
involved, and which ensure the 
necessary provision of consultation. 7

2017

Difficult situations may be encountered by 
those making pastoral decisions. Dioceses 
are encouraged to establish appropriate 
policies for handling such instances, which 
respect the rights of all involved, and 
which ensure the necessary provision of 
evaluation and recourse. 8
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Baptism – Reaffirming  

• … The Church, made present in the local 
community, has an important role to play in the 
Baptism of all of its members.  Before and after 
the celebration of the sacrament, the baptized 
have the right to the love and help of the 
community. 10  (no change)

• … Disability, of itself, is never a reason for 
deferring Baptism. Persons who lack the use of 
reason are to be baptized provided at least one 
parent or guardian consents to it.  (not new) 11

24



Baptism – Prenatal Diagnosis
… (NEW) Parents who receive a prenatal diagnosis of a life-
threatening condition should receive the support they 
need to assure that their child will be baptized “without 
delay.” Indeed, priests, deacons, and other pastoral 
ministers should provide spiritual and emotional support 
to families who have received any difficult prenatal 
diagnosis and offer on-going support before and after the 
birth of a child, with special concern in the event                     
of the death of a child. 11
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Baptism
1995

• Rite of Christian Initiation may be 
adapted according to need. 12

2017

• Relates to RCIA standard: “The Initiation of 
catechumens is a gradual process that takes place 
within the community of the faithful.”

• Adults and children of catechetical age with 
disabilities should be welcomed into all stages and 
rites of the initiation process. 

• Rites and materials must be adapted based on needs. 

• Normally the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist are a single celebration. 13
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Baptism

1995

… Persons with disabilities may 
be sponsors for these sacraments 
of initiation. 13

2017

… Catholics with disabilities may serve as 
sponsors and godparents, and like others 
who fulfill these roles, they are to be 
carefully chosen and formed for these 
responsibilities. 14
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Confirmation                                                  
Embrace & Nurture for Discipleship

• Maintains emphasis that all baptized Catholics should be 
encouraged to be Confirmed

• Parents, those who care for persons with disabilities, and 
shepherds of souls—especially pastors—are to see to it 
that the faithful who have been baptized receive the 
formation needed for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
and approach it at the appropriate time.23 “The 
diocesan bishop is obliged to take care that the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred on subjects who 
properly and reasonably seek it.” (CIC, c. 890)                                   

16, formerly 15
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Confirmation – Reaffirmed and Developed
1995

All baptized, unconfirmed Catholics who 
possess the use of reason may receive the 
sacrament of confirmation if they are suitably 
instructed, properly disposed and able to 
renew their baptismal promises (Canon 889). 
Persons who because of developmental or 
mental disabilities may never attain the use 
of reason are to be encouraged either 
directly or, if necessary, through their 
parents or guardian, to receive the sacrament 
of confirmation at the appropriate time. 16

2017

All baptized Catholics who possess the use of 
reason may receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation …  Persons who because of 
intellectual or developmental disabilities may 
never attain the use of reason can … should be 
encouraged either directly or, if necessary, 
through their parents, to receive it. It is 
important that they receive the pastoral 
guidance needed, along with the welcome and 
embrace of the whole community of faith. To 
the degree possible, those with disabilities 
should be included along with others during 
the preparation and celebration of the 
sacrament. At times, pastoral need may 
necessitate an accommodated setting and a 
simpler manner. 18
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Eucharist – Reaffirming 

• Same criteria for all - still

• “distinguish the body of Christ from 
ordinary food,” 

• even if through manner, gesture, or 
reverential silence rather than verbally. 
(22)
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Eucharist - Reaffirming
• Consult with parents, those who take the place of 

parents, diocesan personnel involved with disability 
issues, psychologists, religious educators, and other 
experts in making their judgment. (22)

• Cases of doubt should be resolved in favor of the 
right of the Catholic to receive the sacrament. 

• Great care is to be taken in explaining the reasons if 
you believe someone isn’t ready (22)
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Learning to Identify Jesus in the Host

32

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zylxvtJrBXs&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zylxvtJrBXs&feature=youtu.be


Eucharist – Implications of Technology
• Given the paramount significance of the Eucharist in the lives of the 

faithful
o in light of medical and technological advancements that affect Catholics 

with disabilities, 

o new questions have arisen regarding the reception of Holy Communion

• Clergy and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion are encouraged 
to become familiar with the needs of their parishioners. 
o In many instances, simple accommodations can be very helpful, 

o and should be embraced by all at the parish level. (23)
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Eucharist – Feeding Tubes
• The norm of receiving through the mouth remains the same for 

those who otherwise use a feeding tube for sustenance, and 
Holy Communion is not to be administered through a feeding 
tube.  24

• Typically possible to place a very small piece of host or a drop 
of consecrated wine. 

• Clergy and pastoral ministers should consult with family, 
physicians and other experts based on particular needs.
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Eucharist – Gluten Intolerance
• The opportunity to receive a small fragment of a regular host. 

• Options to receive a low-gluten host or to receive under the form of wine 

alone.

• Intolerance to gluten and wine, mustum may also be an option, with the 

approval of the local ordinary.  Contact Archbishop’s Office.

• Cross-contamination concerns: a particle of the host in chalice; low-gluten 
altar breads intermingled with regular altar breads.

• Pastoral sensitivity is very important – plan for consistency
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Eucharist – Alzheimer’s or Age Related Dementias
When baptized Catholics who have been regular communicants develop 
advanced Alzheimer’s or other age-related dementias, there is to be a 
presumption in favor of the individual’s ability to distinguish between Holy 
Communion and regular food. Holy Communion should continue to be 
offered as long as possible, and ministers are called to carry out their 
ministry with a special patience. If swallowing                                              
becomes particularly difficult, decisions regarding the                            
continued reception of Holy Communion may have                                                                   
to be faced. This pastoral decision is to be made on a                                       
case-by-case basis, in consultation with the individual,                                   
those closest to him or her, physicians, and the pastor.                                           
26
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Reconciliation – Reaffirming 
• Only those who have the use of reason are capable of committing mortal sin. 

Nevertheless, even young children and persons with intellectual disabilities 
often are conscious of committing acts that are sinful to some degree and may 
experience a sense of guilt and sorrow. 

• As long as the individual is capable of having a sense of contrition for having 
committed sin, even if he or she cannot describe the sin precisely in words, the 
person may receive sacramental absolution. 

• Those with profound intellectual disabilities, who cannot experience even 
minimal contrition, may be invited to participate in penitential services with 
the rest of the community to the extent of their ability. 28
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Reconciliation – Non Verbal Communication

38

• Sorrow for sin is to be accepted even if this repentance                            is 
expressed through some gesture rather than verbally.

• Permitted to use the communication system with                                 which 
they are most fluent.

• Should be taught to be as independent as possible to 
allow for the norm of private reception.

• Work with families and individuals to familiarize themselves with various 
alternative communication options to ensure accessibility and safeguard seal 
of confession.

• Prudence and discretion in penance, remember context of divine mercy.  29



Reconciliation – Communication

39

• Maintains the importance of the opportunity to confess in sign language. 

• They may also confess through an approved sign language interpreter of 
their choice, who is bound to observe secrecy.

• May also make their confession in writing or through the use of an 
appropriate portable electronic communication device that can be 
passed back and forth between the penitent and confessor. 

• The written or digital materials are to be returned to the penitent and 
properly destroyed or deleted.  30



Reconciliation – People Who Use Wheelchairs

40

• Pastoral consideration needs to be given to those for 
whom reception of the sacrament within the confines 
of the confessional may be problematic. 

• While this would certainly constitute a just cause for 
Reconciliation outside of a confessional, every effort 
should be made to ensure that penitents who are 
wheelchair users have access to both face-to-face and 
private confessionals, 

• with due regard for the right of the priest to insist on 
confession behind a fixed screen. (31) 



Anointing of the Sick – Reaffirms 

41

• Disability does not indicate an illness

• Catholics with disabilities should receive the Anointing of the Sick on the 
same basis and under the same circumstances. 34

• The sacrament may be conferred: 

o if the person has sufficient use of reason to be strengthened by the 
sacrament 

o if the sick person has lost the use of reason but would have asked for 
the sacrament while in control of his or her faculties.  

• If there is doubt as to whether the sick person has attained the use of 
reason, the sacrament is to be conferred. (35)



Holy Orders

42

• The existence of a physical disability does not disqualify 
a person from Holy Orders.  37

• Decisions are made on an individual basis by bishop or 
major superior

• In light of pastoral judgement and opinions of diocesan 
personnel and other experts in disability issues. 37

• Counseling, informational resources, and reasonable 
accommodations should be provided for men discerning 
a vocation through ordained ministries. 38



Formation for Responsible Leadership in Ordained Ministry

43

In preparation for responsible leadership in ordained ministry, the diocesan bishop or major 
superior is to see to it that the formation of all students in the seminary includes 
awareness of and experience with persons with disabilities. Formation personnel should 
consult with persons with disabilities, parents, psychologists, religious educators, and other 
experts in the adaptation of programs for ministerial formation related to disabilities. 
Indeed, these Guidelines might even be part of the course of studies in seminaries and in 
ongoing formation of the clergy. 39



Holy Orders – Throughout Life - New

44

• Some men with disabilities already 
serve the Church as bishops, priests, or 
deacons. 

• Clergy who have or acquire a disability 
are to have access to resources and 
accommodations that will aid them in 
continuing in their ministry. 40



Marriage

45

Pastors of souls should make the necessary provisions to ensure the                                              
inclusion of persons with disabilities in marriage preparation programs.                                             
Through this preparation all couples may become predisposed toward                                                     
holiness and to the duties of their new state. In developing diocesan                                                      
policies, the local ordinary should consult with men and women of proven experience and skill in 
understanding the emotional, physical, spiritual, and psychological needs of persons with intellectual 
disabilities. Including persons with disabilities in sponsor couple programs is an especially effective 
way of supporting both the needs and the gifts of couples preparing for marriage. 43

Couples with intellectual or developmental disabilities who believe they are called to the vocation of 
married life are encouraged to seek counsel … For matrimonial consent to be valid, …possess a 
sufficient use of reason; ... affecting their judgment about the rights and duties to which they are 
committing themselves; …to assume the essential obligations of the married state. … understand 
that marriage is a permanent union and is ordered to the good of the spouses and the procreation 
and education of children. Pastors and other clergy are to decide cases on an individual basis and in 
light of pastoral judgment based upon consultation with diocesan personnel involved with 
disability issues, and canonical, medical, and other experts. 44a



Marriage

46

44b. A physical disability, in and of itself, does not necessarily constitute an 
impediment to marriage. Medical and canonical opinions should be sought in 
determining the presence of any impediments to marriage. It should be noted, 
moreover, that paraplegia does not always imply impotence, nor the permanence of 
such a condition, and it is not in itself an impediment. In case of doubt with regard to 
impotence, marriage may not be impeded.

45. Catholics who are deaf are to be offered the opportunity to express their 
matrimonial consent in sign language, if sign language is their primary means of 
communication. Marriage may also be contracted with the assistance of a sign 
language interpreter whose trustworthiness has been certified by the pastor. Likewise, 
those who are nonverbal or have minimal verbal communication ability should be 
offered the opportunity to express their matrimonial consent using the communication 
system with which they are most fluent. 



Marriage – Age Related Concerns 
46. Pastoral care for married persons extends throughout their lives. By their care and 
example, the entire ecclesial community bears witness to the fact that the matrimonial 
state may be maintained in a Christian spirit and make progress toward perfection. 
Special care is to be taken to include parishioners with disabilities in parish programs 
aimed at assisting and nourishing married couples in leading holier and fuller lives 
within their families.

As people live longer, more will experience loss of mental and physical capabilities, 
including Alzheimer’s and other age-related dementias. The faith community must 
minister both to the spouse whose body or mind begins to fail and also to the spouse 
who becomes the caregiver. The witness to their matrimonial commitment “in good 
times and in bad, in sickness and in health” should be recognized and honored by the 
whole faith community. Adult children who care for their parents also deserve the 
community’s support and encouragement.

47



Conclusion – Guidelines Presented To:
1995

These guidelines are presented to all who are 
involved in pastoral ministry with persons 
with disabilities. They reaffirm the 
determination expressed by the bishops of 
the United States on the tenth anniversary of 
the pastoral statement on persons with 
disabilities "to promote accessibility of mind 
and heart, so that all persons with disabilities 
may be welcomed at worship and at every 
level of service as full members of the Body 
of Christ.  Opening

2017

These guidelines are presented to all who are 
involved in liturgical, pastoral, and catechetical 
ministry. All persons with disabilities have 
gifts to contribute to the whole Church. 
When persons with disabilities are embraced 
and welcomed, and invited to participate fully
in all aspects of parish community life, the 
Body of Christ is more complete. “The Church 
owes persons with disabilities her best efforts 
in order to ensure that they are able to hear 
the Gospel of Christ, receive the sacraments, 
and grow in their faith in the fullest and 
richest manner possible.” 

48
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The Church acknowledges that all persons belong
by virtue of their baptism and that disability is an
ordinary part of life.

Part of Life

From this follows the responsibility of each parish to
acknowledge the inherent dignity of each person and to
provide access and full integration to individuals with
disabilities.

Access

NCPD Statement on Belonging



50

Therefore, each parish is called to provide access
into all aspects of the communal life of the Church,
engaging in relationship and offering appropriate
supports.

Relationships

Thus, each person is empowered to achieve the
fullest measure of personal participation, belonging,
serving, and flourishing as part of the Body of Christ.

Empowerment

NCPD Statement on Belonging
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How To Begin?

• Begin with the person/family in front of  you.

• Relationship is central to who we are. 

• Communication and Behavior are critical 
considerations across all abilities.

• Parents, the person, teachers or other service 
providers are a great source of insight and guidance.



52

• Engagement: social/emotional factors

• Effort: cognitive factors 

Communication
• It is an active process of exchanging information and ideas among 

people.

• It includes speech, sign language, gestures, picture systems, 
augmentative devices, writing, and or the use of visual symbols.

Communication Also Requires



• Great joy and love as well as angst

• Affirm parents without sainthood

• Nourishment and respite-parents

• Raising expectations

• Pastoral sensitivity to family needs

• Insights and suggestions 

• Not THE solution

53

Walking With Families



Apprenticeship in Faith*

54

An opportunity to bring doctrine, faith and 
life together within the experience of Small 
Christian Community.

Bring faith to life and life to faith.**

* USCCB on the role of Catholic Education.
** Tom Groome, Boston College IREPM



How do you envision using the Revised Guidelines? 

55

• What struck you?

• What impact will this have on your ministry?

• What actions do you want to take based on the Revised 
Guidelines?

• What help do you need to do this?
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