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Cardinal Tobin calls for Day of 
Prayer for sins of sexual abuse

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has designated Friday, Sept. 14, as a 
Day of Prayer, Fasting and Abstinence throughout the archdiocese in recog-
nition of the sins and crimes of sexual abuse against children and adults by 
members of the Catholic Church.

He also will lead the people of the local Church of Newark in an evening 
service of Prayer, Recognition and Hope in the Cathedral Basilica of the Sa-
cred Heart on Friday beginning at 7:30 p.m.   

Under the theme “Behold the Wood of the Cross,” the cardinal, joined by 
hundreds of clergy, religious and lay faithful of the archdiocese, will gather 
in prayer for the victims of clergy abuse, for their families, for the accused 
and for the Church.  

“On this day, we will show our sorrow for what has happened and our 
solidarity with the victims, as well as our unshakeable intention never to re-
turn our Church to ‘business as usual,’” Cardinal Tobin said. “I expect all the 
priests to join me in the cathedral that evening to beg God’s forgiveness and 
the forgiveness of those who have been abused. I invite all to come and cry 
out with us: ‘Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy.’”

Cardinal Tobin will preach at this service. In addition, a victim of clergy 
abuse will offer a refl ection on his experiences and his hopes.

Clergy Sex Abuse Scandal: Pennsylvania and McCarrick
The news of the Church sex 

abuse scandals have shaken many of 
the faithful and have resulted in an 
increased scrutiny of how allega-
tions of abuse are handled. The Unit-
ed States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, the Vatican and the Arch-
diocese of Newark have responded, 
as have many bishops throughout 
the U.S.

Archbishop Theodore McCarrick

On June 20, Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan of the Archdiocese of New 

Cardinal McCarrick with a range of 
emotions. I am thinking particularly 
of those who have experienced the 
trauma of sexual abuse by clergy—
whose lives have been impacted 
tragically by abuse. To those survi-
vors, their families and loved ones, 
I offer my sincere apologies and my 
commitment of prayer and action to 
support you in your healing.

“The Archdiocese of Newark 
has never received an accusation 
that Cardinal McCarrick abused a 
minor. In the past, there have been 
allegations that he engaged in sexu-

York announced that then-Cardinal 
Theodore McCarrick had been re-
moved from ministry at the direction 
of the Vatican after an investigation 
by the Archdiocese of New York 
found credible a charge that he sexu-
ally abused a teenager. 

On the same day, Cardinal Jo-
seph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., stated: 

“I recognize that the people of 
our archdiocese meet the announce-
ment by the Archdiocese of New 
York of a credible and substanti-
ated claim of abuse of a minor by 

al behavior with adults. This archdi-
ocese and the Diocese of Metuchen 
received three allegations of sexual 
misconduct with adults decades ago; 
two of these allegations resulted in 
settlement between the years of 2004 
and 2006. Information about those 
allegations was provided to both lo-
cal civil authorities.”

Cardinal Tobin also told the peo-
ple of the archdiocese:

“No doubt many of you devel-
oped strong relationships with him 
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New chancellor named for 
the Archdiocese of Newark

Cardinal Joseph W. To-
bin, C.Ss.R., has ap-
pointed Sister Donna 
Ciangio, O.P., of the 

Dominican Sisters of Caldwell 
as chancellor of the Archdiocese 
of Newark, effective Sept. 1.  

She succeeds Msgr. Mi-
chael Andreano, K.C.H.S., who 
served as chancellor since 2012 
and who earlier this year accept-
ed new responsibilities as pastor 
of Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in 
Hoboken.

In commenting on the ap-
pointment, Cardinal Tobin stat-
ed: “Sister Donna’s extensive 
experience in the areas of parish 
vitality and pastoral direction, 
congregational and leadership 
development, faith formation, 
Small Christian Communities, 
parish pastoral council develop-
ment, and consulting with par-
ishes and dioceses will serve the 
people of the archdiocese well in 
the coming years.”

“I am looking forward to this 
opportunity to work with Cardi-
nal Tobin and the faithful of the 
archdiocese as we begin to im-
plement a vision of the Church 
of Newark for the future,” added 
Sister Donna.

Sister Donna Ciangio, O.P.

For the past eight years, Sis-
ter Donna has been the director 
of adult faith formation at St. 
Rose of Lima Parish in Short 
Hills. And for more than a de-
cade she has served as principal 
and founder of Church Leader-
ship Consultation, an organi-
zation specializing in mission 
advancement, training and 
pastoral planning. In this role, 
she has worked nationally and 
internationally with dioceses 
and parishes to facilitate, among 
other things, a diocesan synod, 
parish missions, parish pastoral 
councils and adult faith forma-
tion initiatives. From 1994 until 
2007, she served as director of 
pastoral services for the New 
York-based National Pastoral 
Life Center.

From 1982 until 1993, she 
served as associate director of 
U.S. operations and director of 
international operations, respec-
tively, for RENEW International. 
The parish renewal organization 
originated in the Archdiocese of 
Newark and has revitalized par-
ish life in more than 150 dioces-
es in the United States and has 
served people in 24 countries, 
across six continents.

Sister Donna is involved 
in many professional organi-
zations and community activi-
ties. She serves on the Caldwell 
University board of trustees 
and the board of directors of the 

Center for Ministry Develop-
ment. She is the chairperson of 
the North American Forum for 
Small Christian Communities 
(NAFSCC), through which she 
works with small faith sharing 
groups around the states and 
Canada, and is also a consultant 
for RCL Benziger Publishing 
Company. She also has served 
on the Waterfront Planning Task 
Force for the Archdiocese of 
Newark.

Her articles have appeared 
in Today’s Parish, Liguorian, 
Church magazine, and in publi-
cations from Crossroads, Paulist 
Press, and St. Anthony Messen-
ger Press. She published a faith 
sharing book “Open Our Hearts: 
A Small Group Guide for an 
Active Lent” with Father Thom-
as Iwanowski. Her most recent 
Lent book is entitled “Conversa-
tions that Matter.”

Sister Donna earned bach-
elor’s degrees in fine arts and 
religious studies from Caldwell 
University. She received her 
master’s in fine arts from New 
York University and her Doctor 
of Ministry, with distinction, 
from Drew University. She also 
holds teacher certification in 
New Jersey and New York.

 Among her many awards is 
the Msgr. Thomas A. Kleissler 
award from RENEW Interna-
tional.
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The Archdiocese of Newark 
Office for Evangelization will 
launch a new School of Evangeli-
zation series beginning Oct. 10 at 
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in 
Bloomfield.

The seven-session series 
will meet on select Wednesdays 
through June 12, 2019. These 
foundational sessions will help 
equip and inspire Catholics to 
fully embrace and understand the 
New Evangelization and learn 
how to effectively engage family, 
friends and fellow parishioners in 
the journey of living the Catho-
lic faith.

The series will cover topics 
including conversion, the Church, 

community and service. The ses-
sions aim to inform and challenge 
participants to look at evangeli-
zation with a new perspective. In 
addition to understanding how 
evangelization can become a way 
of personal and parish life, attend-
ees are encouraged to discover 
the power of the Church and com-
munity in living out their faith.

Participants will learn how to 
lead others to a deeper encounter 
with Christ by identifying the var-
ious thresholds of conversion and 
helping them advance through 
those stages. The series will also 
offer tips on how to form disci-
ples, train leaders and build a par-
ish of missionary disciples.

Each session will begin with 
refreshments and fellowship at 
6:30 p.m. followed by the course 
from 7-9 p.m. Each session costs 
$10, however a $50 full-course 
discount is offered for online  
registrations at www.rcan.org/
evangelization. 

New School of 
Evangelization 
launches Oct. 10

     GIFT       SUBSCRIPTION 
Give the gift of Good News by sending a gift subscription of 

New Jersey Catholic magazine /The Catholic Advocate newspaper
  

CALL: Subscription Dept.
(973) 497-4195

 SUBSCRIBE ONLINE:
www.njcatholicsubscribe.rcan.org

 We accept Visa, MC, Discover and AMEX

CAN YOU HELP SAVE A PREBORN CHILD?
 “Baby Beatrice” was saved from abortion and 

born on  4/29/18. We struggle to keep our prolife 
shelters open to provide a choice for over 300 
pregnant women who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of God’s innocent  
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Friday, Sept. 14
7:30 p.m.
Behold the Wood of the Cross: 
A Service of Prayer, Recogni-
tion and Hope
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Friday, Sept. 28
1:30 p.m.
Annual Catholic Schools Mass
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

6:30 p.m.
Reception for the Scholarship 
Fund for Inner-City Children
Cardinal’s residence

Sunday, Sept. 30
3 p.m.
Filipino Apostolate Mass 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Sunday, Oct. 7
Noon
50th Anniversary Mass of the 
Permanent Diaconate
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart, Newark

Sunday, Oct. 20
8:45 a.m.
Catechetical Convocation
Paramus Catholic High School

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., 
is scheduled to appear at the 
following upcoming events:

For more information, call 973-497-4137 or
 email evangelization@rcan.org. 
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Peo-
ple need to make peace with their 
lives and anything they are running 
from, rather than lose themselves 
to escapism and playful distraction, 
Pope Francis said.

There is an “industry of dis-
traction” in full force today, which 
paints the ideal world as being “a 
big playground where everybody 
has fun” and the ideal individual as 
one who “makes money in order to 
have fun, find satisfaction” in the 
many “vast and diverse avenues of 
pleasure,” he said Sept. 5 during his 
weekly general audience.

Such an attitude leads to “dis-
satisfaction with an existence anes-
thetized by fun, which isn’t rest, but 
alienation and escaping from real-
ity,” he added. “People have never 
been able to rest like they can today 
and yet people have never felt as 
much emptiness as they do today.”

The pope continued his series of 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope 
Francis appealed for peace and dia-
logue as the Syrian government and 
its allies prepare to launch strikes 
against the last major rebel strong-
hold in Idlib province in the coun-
try’s northwest.

Speaking to hundreds of pil-
grims gathered in St. Peter’s Square 
for his Sunday Angelus address 
Sept. 2, the pope warned that “the 
winds of war continue to blow” in 
the already war-weary country.

An attack against the Syrian 
province’s nearly 3 million people, 
he said, would cause “a humanitari-
an catastrophe.”

“I renew my heartfelt appeal to 
the international community and to 
all the actors involved to make use 
of the instruments of diplomacy, 

audience talks about the Ten Com-
mandments, focusing on keeping 
the Lord’s day holy.

It seems like an easy command-
ment to fulfill, he said, but it isn’t 
because people need to recognize 
there is a false kind of rest marked 
by avoidance and distraction, and 
authentic rest, which is being at 

dialogue and negotiations, in com-
pliance with international humani-
tarian law and to safeguard the lives 
of civilians,” the pope said.

Several world leaders had ex-
pressed concern over the looming 
attack and the possible use of chem-
ical weapons by Syrian forces.

Syrian army warplanes alleged-
ly flew over and bombed the east-
ern town of Douma, 15 miles north 
of Damascus, in a suspected chem-
ical-weapon attack April 7. Despite 
the accounts of witnesses, the Syri-
an government denied involvement 
in the attack.

The pope’s appeal echoed the 
sentiments of the United Nations 
and the United States, who have 
expressed similar concerns and 
fears that Syria, led by President 
Bashir al-Assad, would use chem-
ical weapons against innocent 
civilians.

peace with and giving thanks for 
the gift of life.

After God made the heavens 
and the earth, he rested, making the 
seventh day holy. This day reflects 
“God’s joy for all He created. It is a 
day of contemplation and blessing” 
and giving praise—not running 
away, the pope said.

“It is a time for looking at real-
ity and saying, ‘How beautiful life 
is,’” he said. “To the idea of rest 
as escaping reality, the command-
ment responds with rest as blessing 
reality.”

In fact, the Eucharist, which 
lies at the heart of Sunday, means 
“thanksgiving,” he said; it is a day 
to thank the Lord for His mercy, 
His gifts and for the gift of life.

Sunday, he added, is a day to 
come to terms with one’s life, to 
find peace—realizing life is not 
easy, “but it is precious.”

So many people have so many 
options available for having fun, 
but they are not at peace with their 
lives, he said.

“Distancing themselves from 
the bitter wounds of their heart, 
people need to make peace with 
the thing they are running from. 
It is necessary to reconcile with 
one’s past, with the facts one is not 
facing, with the difficult parts of 
one’s own existence,” he said, ask-
ing everyone to reflect on whether 
they have come to terms with their 
own life.

Finding peace is a choice, he 
said. It is not changing one’s past, 
but is becoming reconciled with 
what has happened, “to accept and 
give value” to one’s life.

Facing facts, coming to terms with 
one’s past bring peace, pope says

Pope urges diplomatic solution 
as war looms in northern Syria
By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

CNS photo

CNS photo
Clergymen look on as Sister Mary Prema Pierick, superior gen-
eral of the Missionaries of Charity, right, lights a candle at the 
tomb of St. Teresa of Kolkata on the anniversary of her death, 
Sept. 5 in Kolkata, India. The Nobel Peace Prize-winning nun 
and founder of the Missionaries of Charity died in 1997 and was 
canonized by Pope Francis in 2016.
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES 
For our Catholic Community 
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EMETERIES
For our Catholic Community

September 29 & 30 
Maryrest 

Cemetery & Mausoleum 
770 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 

888-489-9095 

September 29 & 30 
Christ the King 

Cemetery 
980 Huron Rd., Franklin Lakes, NJ 

888-802-2933 

September 15 & 16 
Gate of Heaven 

Cemetery & Mausoleum 
225 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover,  NJ 

888-459-0746 

Open House Special  0% Interest for 48 Months 

Now is the time to make a commitment to protect your family.   
Stop by during Open House Weekend and speak with an advisor about  

pre-planning arrangements with no obligation. No appointment is needed. 

OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 

Christ the King Cemetery  
*New* Committal Gazebo Section 

Special low pricing available for limited time. 

New! 

GRAND OPENING 
New Gate of Heaven 
Garden Mausoleum  

A beautiful covered 
gathering space for 
committal services, 
personal prayer and 
meditation that offers  

crypt spaces and 
cremation niches. 

Last chance for lowest 
construction prices.  

Maryrest Chapel Mausoleum  
Premium interior spaces selling out.  

Now is the time to reserve your sacred space. 

Open Daily | 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
No appointment needed 
www.CatholicJourney.org 



6 September 12, 2018Around the Archdiocese

September 14
Our Lady of Peace Parish, New Prov-
idence, “The Triumph: A Parish Mission,” 
with featured speaker Father David 
Gunter, M.I.C., 7:30 p.m., also on Sept. 15 
beginning at 8:30 a.m., 908-464-7600 or 
email thetriumph914@gmail.com. 

September 17
St. Joseph by the Sea, South Mantoloking, 
“Grief Recovery: The Four Tasks of Mourn-
ing,” with presenter Janice Santanello, 9 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., $50, 732-892-8494 or visit
www.sjbsea.org for brochure. 

Divine Mercy Parish, Rahway, “Presence: 
The Mystery of the Eucharist,” three-ses-
sion study, also on Sept. 24 and Oct. 1, 
7:15 p.m., $5, contact Ray or Susie Atienza 
at 908-463-0449 or email 
dmpbiblestudy@gmail.com. 

September 20
Caldwell University, “How to Save the 
World:  A Global League of Democracies,” 
presented by Fordham philosophy profes-
sor John Davenport, 4:30 p.m., 
973-618-3931.

September 21
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish, Hoboken, 
Oktoberfest, featuring food, raffl e and live 
music, 6-10 p.m., also 12-10 p.m. on Sept. 
22, call 201-659-2276 or email 
oktoberfest@spphoboken.com. 

Community of God’s Love, Rutherford, 
“Catholicism: The Pivotal Players,” DVD 
Series by Bishop Robert Barron, feature on 
St. Thomas Aquinas, light supper at 7 p.m. 
and screening at 8 p.m., dessert and discus-
sion to follow, call 201-935-0344 or email 
secretary@thecgl.org. 

September 22
Mary’s Meals USA, mission appeal at 
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary and St. 
Michael Parish, Elizabeth, also on Sept. 23, 
call 203-962-3776 or email 
diane.driscoll@marysmeals.org. 

Immaculate Conception Parish, Somer-
ville, “Hope: An Anchor for the Soul,” 
Catholic women’s conference sponsored 
by Women in the New Evangelization 
(WINE), 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m., $65, call 
347-676-1923 or visit 
www.wineconference.org.  

Offi cial Appointments 

ARCHDIOCESAN AGENCY/MINISTRY

Reverend Carmine Rizzi has been appointed to 
defender of the bond for the Metropolitan Tribunal for 

the Archdiocese of Newark, effective Sept. 4.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Charles Hanley, O.F.M., has been 
appointed parochial vicar of St. Ann Parish, Hoboken, 

effective immediately.

CHAPLAINS

Reverend Francisco M. Mendonca, parochial 
vicar of St. Philomena Parish, Livingston, has been 

appointed chaplain of the Livingston Fire Department, 
effective immediately.

Reverend Stanley S. Kostrzomb, pastor of 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Lyndhurst, has been 

appointed chaplain of the Sacred Heart, St. Michael the 
Archangel and Mount Carmel Knights of Columbus 

Council #2396, effective immediately.

IN RESIDENCE

Reverend Zachary Swantek, chaplain of the 
IHS Campus of Seton Hall University, Nutley, has been 

appointed to residency at St. Mary Rectory, Nutley, 
effective immediately.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., has 
announced the following appointments:

Save up to $500 your travel packages

Promocode LG1174

Europe Hawaii
Packages starting at $999Packages starting at $1199

Special rates are subject to availability

877-579-3645
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September 23
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Ridgewood, career ministry 
workshop, first of four-part 
series, 1 p.m., call Carol Shea at 
201-252-8807 or Tom Lewis at 
201-445-1864.

Queen of Peace Parish, North 
Arlington, concert featuring 
classical favorites, Broadway hits 
and sacred selections, 2:30 p.m., 
201-997-0700.

September 27
St. Teresa of Avila Parish, 
Summit, “Come and See Catholic 
Bible Study: The Gospel of Luke,” 
Thursdays through May 16, 2019, 
9:15-11:30 a.m., $35, call Bonnie 
Brophy at 908-277-6578 or email 
b.c.brophy@comcast.net. 

September 28
Archdiocese of Newark, 
Schools Office,  Annual School 
Mass at the Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart, 1:30 p.m., 
RSVP to Sister Marie Gagliano 
at sr.marie.gagliano@rcan.org or 
call 973-497-4263.

September 30
Cathedral Basilica of Sacred 
Heart, Newark, 11th Annual 
Eucharistic celebration honoring 
San Lorenzo Ruiz and San Pedro 
Calungsod, 3 p.m., contact Father 
Ernie Tibay at 
bobboy@optonline.net. 

Central Chapter Columbiettes, 
60th anniversary celebration 
luncheon at the Wallington Ex-
change, 1-4 p.m., $40, call Barbara 
Ann at 973-916-1957 or Marion 
at 973-790-3847.

October 3
St. Teresa of Avila Parish, 
Summit, Mass for Life at 6 p.m. 
followed by Dinner for Life at 
Grand Summit Hotel, 7 p.m., 
featuring guest speaker Dr. Anne 
Nolte and honoree Father Law-
rence J. Fama, 908-277-3700. 

October 4
Caldwell University, “Who Is 
This Dude Called Benedict?,” 
presented by journalist and 
author Judith Valente, 4:30 p.m., 
973-618-3931.

October 6
Madonna Parish, Fort Lee, Ma-
donna 5K and Knights of Colum-
bus Beer & Wine Festival, 10 a.m., 
benefits the parish and Tackle 
Kids Cancer, visit runsignup.com/
race/nj/fortlee/madonna5k, use 
code: TheCatholicAdvocate to 
save $10 per registration.

October 16
St. John Paul II Youth Retreat 
Center, Kearny, priest appreci-
ation gathering, featuring guest 
speaker Msgr. Thomas Nydegger, 
luncheon 12:30-2 p.m., dinner 
5:30-7 p.m., 201-998-0088 ext. 
4150 or email  
richard.donovan@rcan.org. 

                       

FDA Registered Hearing Aids
YOU CHOOSE...

45-DAY

FREE
TRIAL

ONLY $299               PER AID

Try our EarMate-4220 or Apollo-6200
hearing aid risk-free for 45 days.

Advanced technology  ●  100% Digital 

High-quality 
American Made

electronics

� e EarMate®-4220 and the Apollo-6200 are the perfect FDA 
registered digital hearing aids if you want the BEST technology for 
the BEST price. Both models are perfect for those with mild to 
moderate hearing loss and feature American Made electronics to 
give you advanced technology for crisp clear sound. 

• Hearing aids by mail for 39 years
• Over 750,000 satis� ed customers

Since 1979

A+ 
RATING

EarMate-4220

                       

TRIAL

� e EarMate®-4220 and the Apollo-6200 are the perfect 
registered digital hearing aids
the 

EarMate-4220
Apollo-6200

                           PER AID

FDA 
BEST technologyBEST technology for BEST technology for BEST technology

. Both models are perfect for those with mild to 

Apollo-6200

               
✔ Buy direct from manufacturer
✔ 100% Risk-FREE o� er
 45-day home trial
✔ FREE shipping 
✔ Payment plans available
✔ Licensed professionals

1-844-229-6413

Promo code: 88-206

By phone (Mon-Fri • 8 am - 5 pm Central Time)

www.HHEnow.com/advocate
More Info

If you like it then pay only $299 per hearing aid.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you 
can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-888-774-5699
Or www.dental50plus.com/ca

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance 
policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer 
is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: 
C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                                    MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance 

Surviving Divorce retreat 
to be held Oct. 27

The Archdiocese of Newark’s Office of Family Life is sponsoring 
a three-day retreat for the separated and divorced. Each session 
runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Roseland on Oct. 27, Nov. 17 and Dec. 1. The cost of all 
three days of the retreat is $20 and includes the cost of a personal 
guide book, refreshments and light lunch. Each day features DVD 
sessions that cover such topics as denial, grief and forgiveness. The 
itinerary includes video presentations and small group discussions. 
Participants will hear personal testimonies of Catholic men and 
women who have experienced the breakdown of their families 
who witness to the healing power of Christ in their lives.  
To register, visit www.smore.com/4b0g3 and enter in your name 
and email. For more information, call Lauren Egan at 973-497-4327 
or email lauren.egan@rcan.org.
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Statement of the Roman Catholic Bishops of New Jersey

What the Catholic Church in New Jersey does to protect children

Aug. 15, 2018
New Jersey’s Roman Catholic Bishops acknowledge that media accounts 

of the details contained in Pennsylvania’s grand jury report show a heart-
breaking departure from our fundamental belief in the dignity and value of 
every child. As a Church, our calling remains unchanged—to help children in 
our care encounter leaders who exemplify God’s commandment to love and 
protect the most vulnerable. 

As bishops, we hold that every parent and every child deserve a safe envi-
ronment to learn and explore their faith. Every space where teaching, worship 
and ministry take place must provide this safe environment. There must be no 
compromise on this principle. The children entrusted to our care are treasures.  

We cannot undo the actions of the past, but we shall remain vigilant to 
ensure that not one child will ever be abused on our watch.  

New Jersey’s Catholic dioceses have conducted some 380,000 criminal 
background checks of all diocesan and parish personnel who have regu-
lar contact with minors. In addition, all Catholic dioceses have integrated a 
comprehensive program of reporting abuse to civil authorities, compensating 
and counseling victims, and implementing rigorous protocols and training for 
more than 2.3 million clergy, employees, volunteers and children.

We thank law enforcement agencies, child protection advocates and vic-
tims themselves who have helped us move beyond compliance to creating 
the safest environments for learning and worship. We are deeply thankful for 
those who have joined our efforts to extend both healing and hope to every 
victim and their family. We renew our commitment to foster healing and seek 
forgiveness.

Prevention of Abuse
• Safe Environment: All New Jersey dioceses have fully implement-

ed comprehensive “safe environment” education programs and have, 
together, over the past 15 years, trained more than 2.3 million adults, 
children, employees, clergy and volunteers. In the Archdiocese of New-
ark, some 25,000 priests, deacons, religious, seminarians, and lay edu-
cators, employees and volunteers have received this training. More than 
93,000 students in Catholic schools and religious education programs 
also have received age-appropriate training to recognize and report 
boundary violations. Adults must be recertified in awareness training 
every five years.

• Background Checks: The dioceses conduct background evaluations 
for all diocesan and parish personnel who have regular contact with mi-
nors. Over the past 15 years, some 380,000 criminal background checks 
have been completed. Some 25,000 adults in ministry with children, 
young people and vulnerable individuals within the archdiocese have 
been checked, with repeat checks also occurring every five years.

Response to Allegations of Abuse
• Prompt Reporting to Civil Authorities: In 2002, New Jersey 

Catholic dioceses entered into a memorandum of understanding with 
the attorney general and the county prosecutors to facilitate the imme-

diate intervention of law enforcement whenever there is any allega-
tion that a minor is being sexually abused. The dioceses also promptly 
report all past allegations of abuse to public authorities, whether the 
person bringing the complaint is now an adult, no matter how long ago 
the abuse is alleged to have occurred, and whether or not the accused is 
living or deceased. At the time of the memorandum, the Catholic dio-
ceses provided law enforcement with information about all accusations 
that they have received going back decades, and since then have report-
ed every new allegation.  

• Zero Tolerance/Permanent Removal from Ministry: When 
sexual abuse of a minor by a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer is 
established, diocesan policies provide that the offending priest, deacon, 
employee or volunteer is to be permanently removed from ministry, 
employment or volunteer service, and that any such offending clergy 
may not be transferred to another diocese.  

• Therapeutic and Pastoral Response: Each diocese has a victim 
assistance coordinator, who facilitates the provision of counseling and 
other professional assistance to help those who have been abused. In 
addition, all victims have the opportunity to meet with the bishop in or-
der to facilitate healing.  

• Settlement of Claims: Claims of victims involving priests, deacons 
or others where the abuse has been established are settled by all New 
Jersey dioceses. Altogether, the dioceses have paid out almost $50 
million in settlements to victims, some $12 million of which involves 
claims against clergy and religious in the Archdiocese of Newark.

The Catholic Church regrets that, in decades past, some in the Church 
failed in their responsibility to protect children.  However, today, no insti-
tution, public or private, has done more to prevent abuse than the Catholic 
Church in New Jersey. We will remain vigilant to ensure a safe environ-
ment for every child we serve. 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Newark

Most Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M.
Bishop, Diocese of Trenton

Most Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan
Bishop, Diocese of Camden

Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli
Bishop, Diocese of Paterson

Most Reverend James F. Checchio
Bishop, Diocese of Metuchen

The Catholic Church in New Jersey has committed substan-
tial resources to prevent any abuse of any child at any time by any 
person. Each diocese has comprehensive policies in place, both to 
respond to complaints and to prevent the sexual abuse of minors. 
These safety policies and practices are regularly verified by an ex-
ternal audit of each diocese.  
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in all Pennsylvania dioceses except 
Philadelphia and Altoona-John-
stown, which had had earlier indi-
vidual grand jury investigations.

The grand jury looked at cases 
of more than 300 priests who were 
credibly accused of sexually abus-
ing minors since 1947. Disturbing 

information was disclosed about the 
abuse, as well as the actions of some 
bishops to transfer abusive priests to 
other parishes after accusations.

Cardinal DiNardo said he was 
“saddened” by the report and offered 
a response, stating: 

“The USCCB Committee for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People and the office of the Secre-
tariat of Child and Youth Protec-
tion will continue to offer avenues 
to healing for those who have been 
abused. We are committed to work in 
determined ways so that such abuse 
cannot happen.”

On Aug. 18, Cardinal DiNardo 
announced the USCCB’s plan to in-
volve laity to address the ‘moral ca-

tastrophe’ the Church is facing. The 
Executive Committee established 
three goals:

• Investigation of questions sur-
rounding Archbishop McCarrick 
in order to prevent a recurrence, 
and protect minors, seminarians 
and others who are vulnerable in 
the future. 

• Making reporting of abuse and 
misconduct by bishops easier. 
The 2002 Statement of Epis-
copal Commitment does not 
make clear what avenue victims 
should follow to report abuse 
or other sexual misconduct by a 
bishop. That is being addressed.

• Better procedures to resolve 
complaints against bishops. For 
example, the canonical proce-
dures that follow a complaint 
will be studied with an eye 
toward concrete proposals to 
make them more prompt, fair 
and transparent, and to specify 
what constraints may be im-
posed on bishops at each stage 
of that process. 

Vatican Response

The Vatican released a letter 
from Pope Francis regarding the 
scandals:

“ … With shame and repentance, 
we acknowledge as an ecclesial 
community that we were not where 
we should have been, that we did 
not act in a timely manner, realizing 
the magnitude and the gravity of the 
damage done to so many lives. We 
showed no care for the little ones; 
we abandoned them.”

New Jersey Experience

Shortly after issuance of the 
Pennsylvania grand jury report, one 
member of the New Jersey Senate 
called for a similar grand jury pro-
ceeding in this state. In response, 
Deacon Patrick Brannigan, execu-
tive director of the New Jersey Cath-
olic Conference, issued a statement 
that reads in part: 

“Since 2002, the Catholic 
Church in New Jersey has complied 
with a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the attorney general 
and all 21 county prosecutors under 
which every complaint is forwarded 
to the appropriate law enforcement 
agency.”

 
(For a summary of steps the di-

oceses in New Jersey have instituted 
in the past 16 years, see page 8.)

resent grave moral failures of judg-
ment on the part of Church leaders.” 
(The full text of the USCCB state-
ment can be found at http://usccb.
org/news/2018/18-136.cfm)

Cardinal Tobin’s words echoed 

the continuing pain of the bishops: 
“The somber announcement 

from the Vatican this morning will 
impact the Catholic community of 
the Archdiocese of Newark with 
particular force. This latest news is 
a necessary step for the Church to 
hold itself accountable for sexual 
abuse and harassment perpetrat-
ed by its ministers, no matter their 
rank. I ask my brothers and sisters 
to pray for all who may have been 
harmed by the former cardinal, and 
to pray for him as well.”

Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report

On Aug. 14, a grand jury in 
Pennsylvania released a report about 
its investigation of allegations of 
sexual abuse of children occurring 

and appreciate the impact of his 
service. Those feelings are likely 
hard to reconcile with the news of 
a credible and substantiated claim 
of abuse of a minor. While Cardinal 
McCarrick maintains his innocence 
and the canonical process contin-
ues, we must put first the serious 
nature of this matter with respect 
and support for the process aimed 
at hearing victims and finding truth. 
We cannot undo the actions of the 
past, but we must continue to act 
with vigilance today. I renew my 
commitment to seek forgiveness 
and healing, while ensuring a safe 
environment for children in this 
archdiocese. I will continue to re-
port immediately to civil authorities 
any accusation of sexual abuse of a 
minor by clergy and will cooperate 
fully in the investigation and adju-
dication. I continue to urge anyone 
who was abused by clergy to come 
forward, as brave survivors before 
you have done. To the priests, reli-
gious and all other members of this 
community, I join you in continued 
prayer that God carry us together 
in His love with commitment to our 
faith and each other.”

On July 19, the New York Times 
ran a story about a man who alleges 
that Cardinal McCarrick sexual-
ly abused him for nearly 20 years, 
starting when the victim was 11. On 
July 28, Pope Francis accepted Car-
dinal McCarrick’s resignation from 
the College of Cardinals and sus-
pended him from public ministry. He 
is now to be known as Archbishop 
McCarrick and is to spend his life in 
prayer and penance until the results 
of a canonical trial.

Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, presi-
dent of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), is-
sued a statement about this situation, 
stating:

“The accusations against Arch-
bishop Theodore McCarrick reveal 
a grievous moral failure within the 
Church. They cause bishops anger, 
sadness and shame; I know they do 
in me. They compel bishops to ask, 
as I do, what more could have been 
done to protect the people of God. 
Both the abuses themselves, and the 
fact that they have remained un-
disclosed for decades, have caused 
great harm to people’s lives and rep-

Clergy Sex Abuse Scandal
Continued from page 1

“We cannot undo the actions of the past, but We 
must continue to act With vigilance today. i reneW 

my commitment to seek forgiveness and healing, 
While ensuring a safe environment for children in 

this archdiocese.”
    — cardinal tobin
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Cardinal Wuerl addresses church’s 
‘pain, confusion and disillusionment’

By Mark Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Addressing the cler-
gy abuse crisis in the Church will require “wider 
lay engagement, more realized accountability and 
evident transparency,” said Washington Cardinal 
Donald W. Wuerl at the end of a Sept. 2 Mass.

In remarks after Communion, at the installa-
tion Mass for a new pastor at Annunciation Parish 
in Washington, Cardinal Wuerl said the Church 
must follow a pathway to holiness and bring 
“Christ’s renewing light” to the darkness of the 
abuse crisis and the pain it has caused.

The way forward must involve “a renewed 
commitment on the part of each priest to do what, 
in fact, the vast majority of priests do so well ev-
ery day. You and I must continue to support them 
as they carry out their ministry that is such a sig-
nificant part of the healing.”

The cardinal also stressed the importance of 
Church accountability and engaging the laity in 
the wake of the resignation of retired Washington 
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick and the Penn-
sylvania grand jury report documenting clergy 
sexual abuse against minors over the past seven 
decades in six dioceses, including Pittsburgh, led 
by then-Bishop Wuerl from 1988 until his appoint-
ment as archbishop of Washington in 2006.

Since the release of this report, Cardinal Wuerl 
has faced strong criticism and calls for his resig-
nation for his record in confronting clergy sexual 
abuse in the Pittsburgh Diocese.

Following canon law, the cardinal submitted 
his resignation to Pope Francis in 2015 when he 
turned 75. The pope has not accepted it.

In an Aug. 27 letter to staff of the Archdiocese 
of Washington, Msgr. Charles Antonicelli, vicar 
general and moderator of the curia, said that in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh, then-Bishop Wuerl reached 
out to abuse survivors, removed all priests with 

credible claims of abuse against them and was a 
leader in child protection.

At the end of the Sept. 2 Mass, Cardinal 
Wuerl said the prayers of Catholics are for the 
whole Church wounded by the shame of the ac-
tions that caused the abuse crisis. “You, too, bear 
a deep wound, because you love the Church—
that’s why you’re here, and you do not know 
what is coming next.”

He acknowledged the “pain, confusion and 
disillusionment” that Catholics feel, and he said 
he wished he could wipe it all away.

“As we move forward, I hope to lead by 
action, not just by words,” he said, and then 
quoted part of what he had written in an Aug. 30 
letter to priests in the archdiocese: “I ask you for 
prayers for me, for forgiveness for my errors in 
judgment, for my inadequacies, as well as for the 
grace to find, with you, ways of healing, ways of 
offering fruitful guidance in this darkness.”

Near the end of his remarks, a man shouted: 
“Shame on you!” and stormed out of the church.

This was right after the cardinal had asked 
the congregation to “hold close in our prayers 
and loyalty to our Holy Father, Pope Francis. In-
creasingly, it is clear that he is the object of con-
siderable animosity.”

After the man’s outburst, Cardinal Wuerl 
said he wished he could redo decisions that he 
had made in his three decades as a bishop “and 
each time get it right.” He encouraged people to 
join him in seeking God’s grace and mercy as the 
Church moves forward. He asked for their prayers 
for him, and for all those who were abused and all 
those suffering in the aftermath of abuse.

“We do all of this first in prayer, mindful 
that the source of our contrition, of our healing, 
and of our pathway into the future is the victory 
Christ won for us on the cross,” he said.

The cardinal received applause at the end of 
his remarks.

CNS Photo

The Office of Child and Youth Pro-
tection in the Archdiocese of Newark 
shares in the mission of the archdio-
cese to be a living sign of Jesus Christ’s 
presence by assisting youth in building 
a relationship with God by providing 
a safe environment in parishes and 
schools. Toward this goal, the office 
implements and ensures compliance 
with the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People.

The office also shares in the archdioc-
esan mission of coming to offer God’s 
merciful and loving providence to all. 
We are called to search out the needs, 
not only of the Catholic community, 
but of the total community; and then 
to respond accordingly with an open 
mind and generous heart.  Toward this 
second mission, the Office of Child and 
Youth Protection provides outreach 
to victims/survivors and their families, 
and demonstrates a sincere commit-
ment to their spiritual and emotional 
well-being.

The Archdiocese of Newark maintains 
a number of programs to train adults 
and youth in safe environment proto-
cols, as well as programs to screen the 
backgrounds of adult employees and 
volunteers—both clergy and lay.

A description of these programs for 
both adults and children, the texts of 
the ministerial and professional con-
duct policies in force in the archdio-
cese, and other helpful resources are 
available on the archdiocese’s website 
at: www.rcan.org/safe-environment. 

We encourage you to visit this site to 
become familiar with the many pro-
tocols in place to address and ensure 
safe environments for the youth with 
whom we minister in the Archdiocese 
of Newark.

(Editor’s Note: In next month’s issue of 
The Catholic Advocate, we will provide 
more information on the training pro-
grams and procedures in place for adults, 
children and young people.)

Policies and 
procedures in 

place to ensure 
safe environments
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Despite abuse and cover up, I 
still want to be a Catholic priest

When I was in col-
lege and then as 
a young adult, I 
wanted to be mar-

ried and have a family, but in my 
mid-20s I heard God’s call to 
something else. A call to some-
thing radical, sacrificial, and 
even “noble sounding,” and it 
was accompanied with a prom-
ise of His divine help to live it 
out. This divine call joined an 
innate desire I always had to 
combine fulfillment and joy with 
a life of service. I was called to 
be a Catholic priest.

This summer, with less than 
a year until ordination, like so 
many Catholics I was horrified 
at the evil revealed inside the 
very heart of the Church. I am 
angry and scandalized by the 
unspeakable abuses by priests 
and the titanic cover up by the 
bishops. While the report does 
appear to show that the national 
Church reforms enacted since 
2002 have been successful in 
radically reducing the amount 
of abuse, another scandal of this 
summer prevents me from rele-
gating this evil to the past.

The face of the Catholic re-
sponse to the 2002 clergy child 
abuse scandal, former Cardinal 
Theodore McCarrick, allegedly 
abused children and seminarians 
and continued to rise through the 
ranks of the Church hierarchy 
despite attempts of priests and 
lay people to blow the whistle.

In spite of all this, I still feel 
called by God. Am I naive?

Every time that I have been 
involved in an organization 
that does not strive actively for 

transparency and accountability 
by its leader or leaders, I have 
encountered abuse of power. 
The Church can change its cul-
ture. I have been an officer in 
the U.S. Army Reserves for five 
years and have seen the Army 
grow through a serious attempt 
to change its old boy culture to 
one where sexual harassment 
and abuse is no longer tolerat-
ed. Outside groups have assisted 
the Army to change its culture 
and currently every unit has 
someone to whom soldiers are 
encouraged to report transgres-
sions outside the chain of com-
mand. While it would be naive 
and wrong to say the problem is 
fixed, I have been heartened that 
there has been a marked change 
in the Army’s institutional cul-
ture.

Despite any organizational 
similarities between the Army 
and the Church, we know the 
Church has a divine founder and 
when those in the Church forget 
this, they fall. So, when I reflect 
on these priests and bishops 
who have so failed the people 
they were supposed to lead I am 
angry at them, not God. God 
calls priests to join in His Son’s 
mission to all people—a call 
which is only possible through 
intense unity with Him, a unity 
of prayer; a unity of life.

God has always chosen hu-
man intermediaries to act be-
tween Himself and humankind. 

In the Old Testament, these 
include prophets, kings, judg-
es. Since the Incarnation, there 
have been countless good and 
holy men and women acting as 
mediators but a particular part of 
God’s plan is his priests.

As Catholic Christians, we 
believe that God speaks to us 
through His Word. So I under-
stand my own call through Jesus 
calling Peter and Andrew to be 

“fishers of men.” (Mt 4:19) I 
hear Jesus speak to me when He 
offers those “whom He desires” 
(Mk 3:13) a share in His own 
priesthood. I listen with incredu-
lity when, in John 13, Jesus of-
fers Peter a “share” in Himself, 
washing the feet of His soon-
to-be priests. Jesus was a priest 
and victim at the Cross when He 
offered Himself for my salva-
tion (and everyone else) and has 
been calling men for 2,000 years 
to “share” in this work.

This is how I hear God’s 
call: to live a life sharing in the 
mission of Jesus. Jesus’ mis-

sion is to “re-establish all things 
together in Him, both on earth 
and in heaven.” (Eph 1:10) This 
“bringing together” of all in 
Jesus is the call of a priest: to 
be with people at every import-
ant moment of their lives, pray 
with and for them, support them, 
love them, serve them. To feed 
them for the journey and then 
walk with them and, like Jesus, 
to offer himself as a sacrifice 
for them. To be a priest sepa-
rate from Jesus is to be a dried 
up stream, a bag of hot air in the 
best circumstance and diabolical 
in the worst.

Yes, I want to be a Catho-
lic priest, because of all the in-
credible men who are good and 
holy priests and have helped and 
supported me in my own life. 
Because of the much-needed 
ministry I have been privileged 
to provide already as a religious 
brother, doing Army chaplain 
ministry and as a seminari-
an. Because God has chosen 
to make Himself present in 
the Eucharist in the hands of a 
priest. Because we, as Catholics, 
believe that the priest, despite 
his own frailty, has the awesome 
power to forgive sins. But most-
ly, because God has called me in 
this incredible way and I wish to 
answer that call.

There are institutional prob-
lems that can and must be fixed. 
We must do everything in our 
power to ensure that those hu-
man leaders of the Church live 
their call. We must pray, fast 
and sacrifice for victims and our 
Church. But let us also remem-
ber and appreciate that Jesus is 
actively calling certain ones of 
us to be His priests—and thank 
Him for it.

I know that when I am or-
dained a priest in May, much of 
the institutional goodwill for the 
Catholic priest will not exist as 
it used to. I cannot change this. 
I can, however, take up the chal-
lenge to have greater faith in the 
God who calls me. With His im-
measurable help overcoming my 
own weakness, I can resolve to 
be evermore united to His Son 
the priest, and yes, the victim.

By Deacon Andrew J. De Silva

The following commentary was written by Deacon Andrew J. 
De Silva, a seminarian who is slated to be ordained a priest 
in May 2019 for the Archdiocese of Newark. As a transitional 
deacon, he is assigned to St. Aloysius Parish in Jersey City and 
is a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserves Chaplain Corps.

“Yes, i want tO be a CathOliC Priest, beCause Of all 
the inCredible men whO are gOOd and hOlY Priests and 

have helPed and suPPOrted me in mY Own life.” 
  — deaCOn andrew J. de silva
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

Joseph J. Caterina, CFP®

Contact
(646) 239-9138 or (732) 874-5942
Smart Investing and Catholic Values

HELP WANTED

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN HOUSEMOTHER – 
Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for 
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual, 
willing to serve God through those we help. Our “baby-saving” 
work was featured in the award winning 2014 feature film 
Gimme Shelter. Salary $23,660, generous vacation. Driver’s 
license required. For job description, REPLY TO: email 
susanharperlloyd@aol.com, call 201-819-4699.
Visit our website www.severalsources.net.

This garden dedicated 
to our Blessed Mother is 
behind the main Several 

Sources Shelter.

CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery and Mausoleum
712 Grove Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey

(973) 744-5939

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895Serving the Catholic Community Since 1895

FUNERAL HOME

K Joseph Z.Konopka 
Funeral Home LLC

(201) 865-0923
Serving all 

communities 
for 65 years

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3060

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be adored, glorifi ed, loved and 
preserved throughout the world 
now and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, 
worker of miracles, pray for us. 
St. Jude, helper of the hope-
less, pray for us. Amen. Say 
this prayer nine times a day for 
nine days. Published in grati-
tude. Thank you, St. Jude.

E.N.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle 
and Martyr, great in virtue and 
rich in miracles, near Kinsman 
of Jesus Christ, faithful 
intercessor of all who invoke 
your special patronage in time 
of need, to you I have recourse 
from the depth of my heart 
and humbly beg to whom God 
has given such great power to 
come to my assistance. Help 
me in my present and urgent 
petition (make request). In 
return I promise to make your 
name known and cause you 
to be invoked. Say three Our 
Fathers, three Hail Marys and 
Glorias. St. Jude, pray for us 
all  who invoke your aid. Amen. 
This Novena must be said  for 
9 consecutive days. Thank you 
for  answering my prayer.                                      

G.S.P.               

NOVENAS

Your Classi� ed  Could Be  Here
Call  973-497-4200

PARISH DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT/
ADVERTISING SALES

Make a difference by joining the J.S. Paluch team. 
We have been passionately serving the communication needs of 
the Church since 1913, chiefl y through the printing of advertiser 
supported bulletins for Catholic parishes throughout the United 
States and Puerto Rico. With offi ces in Illinois, California, Florida, 
Louisiana, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Texas, Missouri, and Puerto 
Rico, we also provide parish calendars, the OneParish app, 
FINDaPARISH.com, and resources for the Church’s worship life. 
Service is our goal. The publishing decisions that we make, our 
internal procedures, the policies that we set, and the relationships 
that we cultivate all work together to improve the service that we 
provide to our customers. 

Our culture respects and celebrates the individual gifts and talents 
the each employee brings to our dynamic and dedicated work force.

We are hiring a Parish Development Consultant who will work 
with the local community and Parishes throughout New York and 
northern New Jersey. Our Parish Development Consultants sell 
bulletin ad space for Catholic Church bulletins.  As an ambassador 
for J.S. Paluch and the parishes, you will network and cold call on 
small, medium and large businesses.

Parish Development Consultants are responsible for handling 
bulletin and non-bulletin parish accounts in their local dioceses.  
Parish Development Consultants are also responsible for signing 
new Churches and renewing existing bulletin agreements, assisting 
in coordinating all aspects of bulletin ad sales and selling ads.

If you answer yes to ANY of these questions, consider a Sales 
Career at J.S. Paluch,
•  Do you have advertising sales experience?
•  Are you a great networker?
•  Are you involved in the community?
•  Are you involved in your parish or diocese?
•  Are you considering a second career where you can make an impact?

REQUIREMENTS:
•  Minimum of 15 years’ experience selling advertising in the print 
    industry
•  Cold Calling skills and experience via phone and in person
•  Networking skills
•  Closer—ability to ask for the order
•  Valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and vehicle
•  Willing to be on the road 1 to 3 hours per day
•  Basic computer skills, basic Microsoft Word skills
•  Have a Smart Phone, iphone or computer

WHAT WE OFFER:
•   Competitive Benefi t package includes Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
   insurance
•   Base salary plus Uncapped Commissions
•  Weekly Expense Allowance
•  Branding—104 year old company
•  Company provided leads
•  Paid Training by J.S. Paluch leaders
•  Competitive Benefi t package includes Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
    insurance
•  AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO GOOD AND MAKE A POSITIVE 
   IMPACT

J.S. Paluch provides equal employment opportunities (EEO) to all 
candidates and employees without regard to race, color, religion, 
sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, genetics or any 
other basis that is protected by federal, state or local laws.
Candidates should respond to Recruiting@jspaluch.com
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Classifi eds

Lu Vallejo CEO/Managing Partner
Looking for residential or assisted living homecare 

for your loved ones at low cost?  Let us take 
the frustration out of � nding the right person. 

We are just a phone call away. 

2424 Morris Ave, Suite 308   
Union, New Jersey 07083 Cell: (908) 209-5440
care.assist.nj@gmail.com  careassistonline.com 

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any 
and all credible complaints of sexual misconduct 
by  members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff 
of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with 
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform 
the archdiocese immediately so that we may take 
appropriate action to protect others and provide 
support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of 
sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth 
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

HOW TO REPORT ABUSE

RETREATS

ART MUSEUM

A place of rest, illumination, 
peace, and closeness to God

www.loyola.org 
973-539-0740

T H E  A F R I C A N  A R T  M U S E U M  
O F  T H E  S M A  F A T H E R S

~a bridge between cultures~

COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support group 
for persons experiencing same-sex attractions who 
desire to lead a chaste life in accord with Catholic 

teaching on homosexuality.
For information, call 201-220-3968

(All calls confidential)

HEALTHCARE

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Senior Care at home is the 
lower cost alternative to 
nursing homes or assisted 
living. Family Care Agency 
Inc. provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the 
comfort of their own home.

Family Care Agency Inc. has 
been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI 
since 2000, specializing in placing 
FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks. 
All candidates are fl uent in 
English with great references for 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

For our personalized 
placement services call

Karen at (908)377-9375

ANNOUNCEMENT

Local realtor honored for community service
ROSELAND—Annette Ev-

ans, a parishioner at Our Lady 
of the Blessed Sacrament, is a fi -
nalist in the National Association 
of Realtors 2018 Good Neighbor 
Awards. This award honors re-
altors who have made a positive 
impact on their communities 
through extraordinary volunteer 
service. Evans is being recog-
nized for her work in serving peo-
ple with disabilities. 

On Oct. 2, fi ve winners will 

be named from among the 10 
fi nalists. Winners will receive a 
$10,000 grant and national media 
exposure for their efforts, includ-
ing a feature in the November/
December issue of Realtor Mag-
azine. The winners will also re-
ceive travel expenses to the 2018 
Realtors Conference & Expo in 
Boston, where they will accept 
an award in front of thousands 
of their peers. The remaining 
fi ve fi nalists will also be named 

“honorable mention” and receive 
a $2,500 grant in recognition of 
their work. 

Evans, a realtor with Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices 
New Jersey Properties in Living-
ston, has spent 30 years as a vol-
unteer board member at JESPY 
House, a nonprofi t organization 
advancing independence for 
adults with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities. In that time, 
she has taken on multiple roles, 

including helping raise hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, and, most 

Continued on page 14
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recently, working as a parent ad-
vocate, helping parents prepare 
for their adult children to age in 
place at JESPY House. 

An online Good Neighbor 
profi le describes Evan’s work: 
“She doesn’t just sit at a board 
meeting,” explained Michael 
Levinson, who serves on JESPY’s 
parent committee with Evans. 
“She is at every fundraising 
event, every seminar, every talk 
and discussion. She calls, emails 
and writes to get more participa-
tion from parents so that JESPY 
raises money that it really, really 
needs.” 

Separate from JESPY House, 
Evans also staffs a parent help-
line called Mom2Mom, which 
provides peer support for families 
with children with special needs 
struggling to fi nd resources and 
hope.

“I do believe there’s much 
happiness in giving,” Evans said. 
“Some people get so busy with 
their lives, they don’t make time 
to volunteer, to help someone. I 
believe when I help other people, 
I get more back than I give. I tru-
ly, truly feel that.”

This marks the 19th year the 
Good Neighbor Awards program 
has recognized realtor volunteers. 
The public is invited to vote for 
their favorites of the 10 fi nalists 
by visiting www.nar.realtor/gna. 

Local realtor 
honored
Continued from page 13

Annette Evans

Performed Live by Performed Live by Performed Live by Performed Live by Performed Live by Performed Live by 

Jim ColemanJim ColemanJim ColemanJim ColemanJim ColemanJim Coleman

www.ToltonDrama.comwww.ToltonDrama.comwww.ToltonDrama.comwww.ToltonDrama.comwww.ToltonDrama.comwww.ToltonDrama.com

Saint Luke Productions PresentsSaint Luke Productions PresentsSaint Luke Productions PresentsSaint Luke Productions PresentsSaint Luke Productions PresentsSaint Luke Productions Presents

Thursday, Sep. 27
1:00pm
(Students Only)

Friday, Sep. 28
9:30am
(Students Only)

Sponsored by the Office for African American, African & Caribbean of  the Archdiocese of  Newark

Friday, Sep. 28
7:00pm
(Public Show)

Admission:
Free-Will Offering
Suitable for Ages 10 & Up

St. Benedict’s Preparatory School
520 Dr Mar tin Luther King Jr Blvd, Newark, NJ

Information:
Br. Charles Brook, (973) 641-6646

fire2020@aol.com
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Archdiocese welcomes new administrators
Students aren’t the only ones being welcomed to the new school year. Eight new principals and presidents are taking 

the helm at schools throughout the Archdiocese of Newark, and they are looking forward to making their mark.
Marie Chirico
St. Mary of the Assumption High 
School, Elizabeth

Chirico has more than 20 years of experience in edu-
cation, both in the private and public sector. A graduate of 
Kean University in Union and The College of New Jersey 
in Ewing, she earned a master’s degree from National Louis 
University in Chicago. 

“What motivated me to become a teacher was to change the things that 
I did not like as a student and to make an impact on students’ lives,” Chirico 
said. She became an administrator to “make learning a positive environment 
and to maximize students’ learning experiences.”

She looks forward to her new role as president at St. Mary of the As-
sumption High School and hopes to positively impact students, families and 
school systems “ranging in backgrounds and demographics.”

In this academic year, Chirico would like to focus on campus ministry and 
partner with different organizations to enrich the curriculum. “(My goal) is to 
bring in partnerships with Trinitas Regional Medical Center, Union Coun-
ty College and in the arts with McCarter Theatre Center and the New Jersey 
Symphony. I would like to brand our school while upholding our traditions.”

8Adele Ellis
Holy Trinity School, Westfield

An educator for 25 years, Ellis began her career as 
a science teacher for middle school students and moved 
into various administrative roles as a principal, assistant 
superintendent of technology and director of various de-
partments. She earned a master’s and doctorate from Seton 
Hall University in educational policy, leadership and man-
agement.

Becoming an educator is a second career for Ellis, who was actually 
studying for a medical career while raising two sons. “I became involved as a 
class parent and realized my calling was to be more involved with children,” 
she explained. “I had some wonderful, caring teachers in my high school and 
college days and many of them influenced my desire to help other students 
reach his or her own potential.”

Ellis has a “collaborative” leadership style that she hopes to extend 
throughout the school. “My goal for the 2018-19 school year is to work as 
a collaborative community to provide a nurturing environment for all. Holy 
Trinity is already an excellent academic school and I would like to add op-
portunities for students to shine with various other talents as well.”

A self-proclaimed “tech guru,” Ellis believes the main challenge teachers 
face in Catholic education is the abundance of social media influences. “I 
don’t think enough time and emphasis is placed on distinguishing what is ap-
propriate for specific age levels,” she explained. 

She would like for Holy Trinity School to be known as a community that 
“recognizes the unique qualities possessed by every person” where students 
can build confidence in a “safe and loving environment.”

8Peter G. Kane
Marist High School, Bayonne

“My experience has taught me that people, respect, 
communication, honesty and integrity are common threads 
regardless of the task,” said Kane, the new president of 
Marist High School. “Interpersonal relationships are the 
most basic foundation of a fruitful life.” Since one of the 
school’s mantras is “It’s all about relationships,” it would appear Kane has 
found a great fit.

A graduate of the Stern School of Business at New York University, Kane 
most recently served as senior director at the New Jersey Housing & Mort-

gage Finance Agency. He has in-depth exposure to government funding and 
insight into private/public partnerships. He has strengths and experience in 
project management, IT, strategic planning and the oversight of operating/
capital budgets.  

Kane and his family are active members of St. Teresa of Avila Parish in 
Summit. He is also active on many boards, serving as the governor’s appoin-
tee/commissioner of the City of Summit Housing Authority, as well as trea-
surer for the board of the nonprofit Soup Kitchen 411.

“My 30-plus years of private sector, financial and technology-related 
management intelligence belies a nonprofit heart and soul,” Kane said. 
8

Patrick Martin
Academy of Our Lady, Glen Rock

For almost 40 years, Martin has dedicated his life to 
educating young people. After earning a bachelor’s from 
Fordham University and a master’s and doctorate from the 
Teachers College, Columbia University, he began teaching at 
Our Lady Queen of Angels School in East Harlem. 

Martin taught in New York City private schools and was an administrator 
at Gonzaga College High School in Washington, D.C.  For the past 25 years, 
he served as a principal and superintendent in several New Jersey public 
school districts, including Wayne, Ringwood and East Newark.

“I enjoy working with children because I see that doing so gives one the 
ability to positively affect the future,” Martin said. 

For this school year, Martin aims to work with the eighth grade class to 
become a leadership group in the school that sets the tone for the rest of the 
student body. He would like Academy of Our Lady to be known not only for 
the academic achievements of its students, but as a “faith-based environment 
that encourages young people to understand and love themselves.”

According to Martin, having “outstanding” teachers makes his new job 
as principal much easier. “A large part of my job is to keep (teachers) free 
from difficulties and hassles so they can do what they do best. I will ‘run in-
terference’ in any way I have to so that they might have the freedom to truly 
instruct our children,” Martin explained.

8Cynthia Schirm
Christ the Teacher School,  
Fort Lee

Schirm knew she wanted to be a teacher since she was 
a young girl. “I feel as a principal I am now the teacher for 
the teachers; my job is to help them be the best teachers they 
can be.”

She studied early childhood education from Felician University in Lodi 
and earned post graduate degrees from Montclair State University. Schirm 
began her career as a math teacher at Kearny High School. 

She was named vice principal of Bloomfield High School where she 
stayed for 10 years and was in charge of all testing and curriculum. Schirm 
also served as the district ESL director in Bloomfield. For the past two 
years, she was principal of St. Andrew’s School in Clifton before it closed 
its doors in June.

“I am eager to work with the dynamic staff and parents who have been at 
Christ the Teacher School,” Schirm explained. “Our goal will be, with spir-
itual guidance, to guide our students to achieve their goals. We will work to 
incorporate technology and critical thinking skills to start.”

According to Schirm, Henry David Thoreau’s quote, “If one advanc-
es confidently in the direction of his dreams … he will meet with a success 
unexpected in common hour” serves as an inspiration for this academic year. 
“Incorporating the dreams that each parent has for their child (is a goal for 
this school year),” she said.

Continued on page 28
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superintendent of schools
EDUCATION OUTREACH 

The ‘alive and engaging’ faith of Catholic schools

In 1972, the U.S. bishops issued 
the pastoral letter “To Teach 
as Jesus Did” on total Catholic 
education. It spoke of educa-

tion in the faith as a lifelong process 
of “integrated ministry embracing 
three interlocking dimensions: the 
message revealed by God (didache) 
which the Church proclaims; fel-
lowship in the life of the Holy Spirit 
(koinonia); service to the Christian 
community and the entire human 
community (diakonia).” The vision 
of this document continues to ring 
true today.

In the week following La-
bor Day, 67 Catholic elementa-
ry schools and 27 Catholic high 
schools in the Archdiocese of New-
ark welcomed 30,000 students for 
a new year. It is a truism to say that 
Catholic schools offer the fullest 
and best opportunity for young peo-
ple to learn about and live out their 

faith. The curriculum provides for 
an integration of faith across every 
subject. Every day they are re-
minded by the symbols of our faith 
displayed throughout the school. 
Students have opportunities for dai-
ly prayer and for service within the 
context of a faith community that 
is connected to their homes and to 
their parishes.  

But most of all, students wit-
ness the faith of their principals 
and teachers who lead by example. 
At the heart of a Catholic school is 
its identity—its rootedness in the 
Gospel and in the tradition of the 
Catholic Church. Principals are 
the spiritual leaders of our schools 
and have a serious responsibility to 
guide and demonstrate by word and 
action what it means to be a faithful 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Principals 
ensure that his or her faculty and 
staff have opportunities for their 

own faith formation and that they 
are well-prepared to be teachers of 
religion whether at the elementary 
or secondary school level.  

In turn, the principal and fac-
ulty establish effective communi-
cation means with the families of 
the children they serve so that they 
will be well-informed about what 
is happening in the school with 
respect to the religious education 
program. Our elementary schools 
have religion coordinators who 
work with the principal to oversee 
and support the religious education 
efforts in the schools. At the sec-
ondary level, there are department 
chairs and campus ministers who 
provide leadership and oversight 
for the religious studies/theology 
programs and the liturgical life and 
outreach that students are engaged 
in throughout the year.

Our goal is a faith that is alive 
and engaging, that is invitation-
al and challenging for all who are 

part of the ministry that is Catholic 
school education.

Sister Maureen Shaughnessy, 
S.C., is the associate director for 
catechesis in Catholic schools.

By Sister Maureen Shaughnessy, S.C.

Sister Maureen Shaughnessy, 
S.C.

She seeks truth through knowledge, transforms passion into action. She is a changemaker. 
SHE’S THE CHANGE

Attend Our Fall Open House: October 3, 6:30 PM  October 28, 12 PMOctober 28, 12 

     Mount Saint Dominic Academy    www.msdacademy.org
3 Ryerson Avenue, Caldwell NJ  973.226.0660  ext. 1122
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JERSEY CITY–St. Dominic Academy senior Danielle Prekop has 
been named to the USA Swimming Scholastic All-American Team 
for 2017-2018. To receive this honor, a swimmer must achieve a USA 
Swimming Winter Junior qualifying time in an individual event. Pre-
kop achieved the 200 breast stroke with a time of 2:19.79. Addition-
ally, the student must fi nish the academic year with a GPA of at least 
3.5 and must take honors or AP classes. 

Prekop is a member of the high school’s Aqua Devils and current-
ly holds four individual Hudson County records. Additionally, she 
swims for the Scarlet Aquatic Club in Jersey City, a member team 
of USA Swimming. In the 2017 winter season, Prekop was ranked 
by USA Swimming as fi rst in New Jersey and 17th in the United 
States in the 200-meter individual medley and fi rst in the state in the 
400-meter individual medley. She is currently ranked in the top fi ve 
in the state in four events and in the top 10 in three others. She com-
petes in sectional meets across the country as well as state champion-
ships where she has won or fi naled in multiple events. Last summer, 
Prekop earned two silver medals for Team USA at the World Macca-
biah Games in Israel. She practices on average nine times per week, 
with each practice lasting 2-3 hours.

Along with taking a comprehensive schedule of honors classes, 
Prekop has served as a member of student council, student ambassa-
dors and drama club. She also volunteers with the Special Olympics 
of New Jersey, the Boys and Girls Club of Hudson County and Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters in both Union and Hudson counties.

St. Dominic Academy senior 
named Scholastic All-American

Submitted photo

Saint Vincent Academy 
150 years of nurturing girls to womanhood  

UCH398_OH_CatholicAdvocate_Spring.indd   1 8/3/18   4:18 PM

INSPIRING A LIFETIME

Open House
October 21, 2018

1 to 4:30 pm

Pre-Registration begins on September 1, 2018.
Visit ADMISSIONS at www.mountsaintmary.org

Mount Saint Mary
ACADEMY

1645 US Hwy 22 at Terrill Rd.
Watchung, NJ 07069



All-girls High School

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 14th, 1pm 

www.holyangels.org

YOU BELONG AT HOLY ANGELS!

Discover the AHA Difference!
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 Find your voice!

Discover how to 
share your gifts with 
others, at home and 
around the world

Explore our brand 
new art studios  
and STREAM labs

Learn and grow 
in our new Angels 
School of Business

Be yourself and make 
lifelong friendships in 
a safe environment
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• Learn about academics, extra-curricular 
activities, and how we put our faith into 
action

• Discover financial aid and scholarship 
opportunities

• Meet current students and admissions 
personnel

• Get one-on-one time to get your questions 
answered

• 100% graduation rate, 98% of graduates 
attend college

Bergen County
Open House Schedule 2018-2019

Academy of the Holy Angels  14 October
holyangels.org  10 April

Immaculate Conception High School  23 September
ichslodi.org  18 October

Saint Joseph Regional High School   30 September
saintjosephregional.org    1 November

Bergen Catholic High School   16 September
bergencatholic.org      1 November

Paramus Catholic Regional High School  23 September
paramus-catholic.org   17 October
  16 January
     8 May

Don Bosco Preparatory High School   27 September
donboscoprep.org   28 October
    2 May
  
Saint Mary High School  23 September
stmaryhs.org   23 October
   30  April

Immaculate Heart Academy  14 October
ihanj.com  25 October
   1  May

SEE MANY HIGH SCHOOLS IN ONE 
LOCATION, COLLEGE FAIR STYLE

Tuesday, September 18
St. John the Apostle School

571 Valley Road, Clark

Tuesday, September 25
Visitation Academy

222 Farview Avenue, Paramus

Wednesday, September 26 
Archdiocesan Center

171 Clifton Avenue, Newark

Thursday, September 27
Primary Prep at St. Aedan

41 Tuers Avenue, Jersey City

All events will be from 7:00–8:30pm.
Ample parking is available at each location!

Hudson County
Open House Schedule 2018-2019

Marist High School   30 September
marist.org  16 October

Hudson Catholic Regional High School  14 October
hudsoncatholic.org  13 January 
    7 April

Saint Dominic Academy  10 October
stdominicacad.com  28 October
    1 May

Saint Peter’s Preparatory School  14 October
spprep.org       5  May

Catholic High School EXPO

The Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark welcome students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin.



 

Union County
Open House Schedule 2018-2019

Mother Seton Regional High School 23 September
motherseton.org   4 December
   9 April

Benedictine Academy 14 October 
benedictineacad.org   3 November
   6 December
   4  April

Saint Mary of the Assumption High School  13 October
stmaryhsnj.org  24 October
  25 Octoberr
  30 October
   4  April

Roselle Catholic Regional High School 21 October
rosellecatholic.org 27 January 

Union Catholic Regional High School    3 October
unioncatholic.org  10 April

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child 13 October
oakknoll.org   3 November
  12 December

Oratory Preparatory School 30 September
oratoryprep.org 25 October

Koinonia Academy                                Contact School
koinoniaacademy.org  for Dates

Essex County
Open House Schedule 2018-2019

Mount Saint Dominic Academy   3  October
msdacademy.org 28  October
 10  April

Immaculate Conception High School   2  October
ichspride.org  21  October

Cristo Ray Newark High School 13  October
cristoraynewark.org    3  November
 15  December
   9  January
   6  February

Saint Benedict’s Preparatory School  13  October
sbp.org   10  November
   8  December

Saint Vincent Academy   3  October
svanj.org 21  October
   4  November
   8  January
 
Seton Hall Preparatory School 28  October
shp.org Contact school
 regarding
 admission
 testing dates

Lacordaire Academy 30  September
lacordaire.net 16  October
 14  November
 29  January

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Catholic High School EXPO

call (973) 497-4260
catholicschoolsnj.org/       #COOPExamNJ

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SERVING BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON AND UNION COUNTIES

Offi ce of the Superintendent of Schools
171 Clifton Avenue • Newark, New Jersey 07104-0500
973-497-4260 • catholicschoolsnj.org

The Education that Opens 
Hearts, Minds and Doors



22 Back to School September 12, 2018

Jesus and the smartphone

I heard about a teacher at a 
Catholic school here in the 
Archdiocese of Newark who 
gave her students this assign-

ment in religion class. She said, “If 
you could ask Jesus any one ques-
tion, what would that question be?”  

She told her students to write 
their question on an index card. 
Then she told her students to turn 
the index card over and write down 
the answer that they thought Jesus 
would give to the question they had 
written.

 The teacher said that one index 
card particularly caught her atten-
tion. The question the student had 
written was, “Jesus, what do you 
think about my generation, which is 
called the technology generation?”

The answer the student wrote 
on the other side of the card was, “I 
think Jesus would say that our gen-
eration is really selfish because all 
we think about is ourselves. Also, 
we tend to stay away from our reli-
gion because of technology.” 

I was surprised by the stu-

 I think the answer the student 
wrote contains a great amount of 
wisdom for all of us who are im-
mersed in a sea of technology. In 
fact, you could say that we are 
drowning in a digital sea because 
we have not yet learned how to 
“swim” in the digital waters that are 
flooding our world.

In many ways, technology has 
made us more selfish—selfish in 
the sense of being self-centered and 
self-absorbed. Some people spend 
hours posting on Facebook, sending 
out their thoughts on Twitter, writ-
ing blogs, uploading videos to You-
Tube and making themselves known 
on other forms of social media. 

Some of those immersed in 
digital postings think that the world 
must be anxious to know their every 
thought and every event in their life. 
The more hits to their digital materi-
al, the more affirmed and important 
those people think they are. People 
who consider themselves important 
are difficult to deal with. 

I’m important! Why should 
I wait in line? Why should I si-
lence my cell phone? Why should 

dent’s answer. 
I would have 
thought the 
student would 
have writ-
ten that Jesus 
would praise 
the ability and 
skill of the 
younger gen-
eration when 

it comes to using technology. He 
would have said that technology 
helps young people to learn about 
the world and to stay in touch with 
people everywhere at any time. 

I thought the student might also 
have written that Jesus would say 
that technology gives us so many 
new ways to spread the Gospel that 
were never available before in hu-
man history. Today’s generation has 
the internet, mobile devices, Face-
book, Twitter, Snapchat, YouTube, 
email, texts, blogs and much more.

 Yet, the student saw today’s use 
of technology as something detri-
mental rather than helpful when it 
came to human relations and our 
relationship with God.

I be quiet if I want to speak? Why 
should I watch my language if I’m 
angry? Why should I have to obey 
your rules? Why should I worry 
about your feelings? Why should I 
let you have your way? Why can’t I 
dress as I want? 

Yet such a heightened sense of 
importance is contrary to the Gos-
pel. There, Jesus said, “The last will 
be first and the first will be last.” 
(Mt 20:16) “Those who exalt them-
selves will be humbled.” (Mt 23:12)  

Self-importance is contrary to 
the example of Jesus who “though 
he was in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God something 
to be grasped. Rather, he emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave.” 
(Phil 2:6-7) The digital world can 
easily make us think the world re-
volves around us because we can 
literally make it do so. But the real 
world does not!

 The student’s comment that 
technology tends to keep us away 
from religion contains a good deal 
of truth. The next time you are at 
Mass, look at how many people 
have their smartphones out be-
fore the start of the liturgy. Before 
the advent of technology, time in 

by Father Thomas Iwanowski

Continued on page 29
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Caldwell University hosts high 
school/college summer institute  

CALDWELL—The treetop 
course at the Turtle Back Zoo was a 
highlight of Tameeah Browne’s week 
at the Spirituality and Leadership In-
stitute hosted by Caldwell University. 
Beyond the fact that the course was 
fun, the physical challenges were a 
metaphor for the “leap of faith” that 
one should take in “approaching any 
obstacle,” said Browne.

A senior at Immaculate Con-
ception High School in Montclair, 
Browne was one of the students who 
took part in the weeklong institute 
aimed at teaching young people 
spiritual disciplines and leadership. 
Through a series of workshops and 
activities, the students were inspired 
to think about ways to engage in 
public justice, seek the common 
good and contemplate where God is 
leading them in their lives.

Meleny Gonzalez from Lacor-
daire Academy in Upper Montclair 
said she was pleased with the talk 
by Dr. Kyle Bennett on communi-
cation. “We are quick to judge” but 

do not always take the time to listen 
to others, said Gonzalez. Bennett, 
director of the institute and an asso-
ciate professor of philosophy, spoke 
to the students about the importance 
of understanding how their com-
munications—from listening and 
gesturing to engaging digitally and 
interpersonally— can affect others. 
Jillian Vorisek, a Paramus Catholic 
High School student, said the talk 
made students think more about the 
ways they should speak to and treat 
others—“not just in person but also 
online.”

The students were introduced to 
the Catholic-Dominican tradition, 
which underpins Caldwell Uni-
versity. Dr. Christopher Cimorelli, 
assistant professor of theology, pre-
sented on “Contemplation, Identity 
and Leadership” from a Christian 
perspective and how it can help 
people discover their identities in re-
lationship to God and their work as 
servant leaders in the world.

Carmen Aguirre, a junior at 

Mount St. Dominic Academy in 
Caldwell, said it was eye-opening to 
hear from a representative of First 
Friends, an organization that provides 
volunteer visitation, resettlement 
assistance and advocacy to detained 
immigrants and asylum seekers. (See 
the Aug. 15, 2018, online issue of The 
Catholic Advocate.) It is important to 
“learn how to be a good neighbor to 
everyone,” said Aguirre.

Sister Gerardine Mueller, O.P., 
an artist and professor emerita, also 
gave a presentation where she de-
scribed the stained-glass windows 
with Dominican saints that she cre-
ated in the chapel in St. Catherine’s 
Convent on Caldwell’s campus.

The leaders and teachers said 
they learned from the experience, 
too. Abby Cimorelli, a staff mem-
ber in Caldwell’s campus ministry 
offi ce, was inspired by the students 
and “how they made connections 
that I may not have thought of.”

Dr. Bennett was struck by the 
sensitivity of the students and how 

they were attuned to nuanced and 
subtle ways people can hurt and 
wound each other. “In a culture that 
is trying to desensitize us to this, I 
hope that awareness and sensitivity 
are never stifl ed; that we keep culti-
vating how to use our mouths, eyes 
and ears,” he noted.

The institute is made possible 
through a grant from the Lilly En-
dowment Inc.

Submitted photo
Caldwell University Spirituality and 
Leadership Institute students at 
Turtle Back Zoo in West Orange.
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Holy Angels aids Puerto Rico’s recovery
DEMAREST—Although the fundraisers 

had ended and a $7,042 Hurricane Maria relief 
check was sent months ago, the Academy of the 
Holy Angels never put the people of Puerto Rico 
out of their minds. After school ended for the 
year, a group of students and chaperones took a 
service trip to the island, where they demolished 
storm-ravaged buildings and helped restore a 
farm where many crops had been destroyed.

The high school’s Spanish teacher, Carmen 
Quiñones, coordinated the weeklong service trip 
through the campus ministry department, and 
established ties with Developing Solidarities, a 
Puerto Rico-based for-profi t organization. Luis 
Saez Nuñez, the organization’s director, recom-
mended work sites and accompanied the group 
on each mission. Quiñones and Social Studies 
Department Chair Gail Fair served as chaperones 
and hands-on volunteers.

“I decided to work with Developing Solidar-
ities because they seemed to provide the most 
organized and varied program, provided trans-
portation to all sites and included excursions that 
highlighted the island’s unique culture and natu-
ral beauty,” Quiñones said.

“The most impactful aspect of the trip was 
the face-to-face contact we had with the people 
of Puerto Rico,” student Catherine Bagin said of 
the experience. “We were able to meet the men 

and women whose houses we were knocking 
down, which made the whole process much more 
personal. It was also very touching to be thanked 
by random citizens on the streets.”

Bagin said her favorite memory was made 
on the fi rst workday when she and her team were 
asked to demolish a building that included a bar-
bershop with a moldy wall. The team’s removal 
of the damaged sections of the building would 
clear the path for reconstruction on the existing 
foundation.

For Bagin, the trip drove home the mean-
ing of “every little bit helps.” While she once 
equated help with money, Bagin said her work in 
Puerto Rico helped her realize that “being there 
in person, buying from local stores and showing 
you care are all just as important.” 

Fair also viewed the trip as a means of doing 
more than writing a check.

“I have felt the urgency for the needs of these 
American citizens since the fi rst news and photos 
of the ravaged island emerged on the networks,” 
Fair said of her fi rst trip to Puerto Rico. “I knew 
that I wanted to be of help in some way beyond 
the fundraisers Holy Angels did all year.”

She noted that the team fi nished its work 
each day with a “true sense of human dignity and 
self-worth” to which all are entitled.

Volunteer Mackenzie Hughes said this ser-
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Submitted photos

vice trip left her with a deeper appreciation for 
the resources and opportunities available in the 
continental United States.

“The small things we did while in Puerto 
Rico made such a big difference in the lives of 
those we met, and it made me realize how lucky 
I am to be blessed with the life I have,” Hughes 
said. “I also learned about the value of teamwork 
and a common goal. As a group, we were able to 
accomplish so much in our short time because 
we were all motivated to help. This made the 
work we were doing rewarding rather than a 
chore.” 

While they were helping restore a farm, the 
girls spent some time bonding with a dog and her 
three puppies. Student volunteer Sydney Lov-
erich has been working with an organization that 
finds homes for dogs that were abandoned after 
the hurricane, and more of her friends have now 
been inspired to support this cause.

According to the team, one of the most 
touching moments of the trip came when they 
were demolishing a house that belonged to a 
cancer survivor. As they worked on the site, the 
homeowner’s sister stopped by to search for her 
sister’s wig, which she found.

“She was so thankful for what we had done 
and she began to cry when describing the differ-
ence we had made for her sister,” Hughes said.

Although the Holy Angles team served on 
the island for a short time, the connection be-
tween the two will continue. Holy Angels plans 
to work with Centro Paso, an organization that 

assists families by providing food, clothing and 
supplies.

The students who participated in the service 
trip are already planning events for the new 
school year, including a clothing drive and toy 
drive.

Founded in 1887, The Catholic University of America 
is a national research university with 12 schools, more 
than 120 undergraduate and graduate programs, 
and 29 research centers and facilities. The campus is 
nestled on 176 green acres just three miles from the 
U.S. Capitol and is easily accessible by Metro. The 
city’s monuments, theaters, restaurants, and parks 
become an extension of the classroom, and internships 
are available with the U.S. Congress, Smithsonian 
Institution, NASA, John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, the National Institutes of Health, 
and many other organizations. Catholic University 
welcomes students from around the globe to study 
with world-class faculty at the forefront of their fields.

Discovery
never ends…

The Catholic University of America, 620 Michigan Ave., N.E., Washington, DC 20064

Open House September 22/October 27
discover.catholic.edu
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Bloomberg Financial 
Markets Lab to open at 
Mount Saint Mary Academy  

WATCHUNG—Mount Saint 
Mary Academy will establish a 
Bloomberg Financial Markets Lab 
on campus this fall.

According to Karen Calta, as-
sistant director for academics and 
faculty, Mount Saint Mary Academy 
will be the fi fth school in the New 
York metropolitan area and the 
fi rst all-girls school in New Jersey 
to offer the lab from Bloomberg, a 
leading global provider of data, in-
formation and technology.

“This opportunity puts Mount 
Saint Mary Academy at the forefront 
of economic and fi nancial education 
on the high school level,” said Calta. 
“The lab is integrated into the exist-
ing curriculum through economics, 
fi nancial literacy and data analysis, 
and provides our students with the 
opportunity to engage in online and 
off-line use of the trading platform.”

Beginning this month, four 
Bloomberg terminals will be in-
stalled in a classroom inside the 

academy’s main building. These 
terminals are integrated software 
platforms that provide fi nancial, 
trading and pricing data, news, mes-
saging and more to leading business 
and fi nancial professionals around 
the world.

The Bloomberg Financial Mar-
kets Lab will enable educational 
support to students throughout the 
year. Mount students will also be el-
igible to earn Bloomberg Certifi ca-
tion by taking the Bloomberg Mar-
ket Concepts course and may be able 
to apply for internships at companies 
that use the terminals.

Bloomberg Certifi cation, which 
involves approximately 10 hours 
of training, ensures that students 
learn how to use the terminals and 
demonstrates how they can explore 
information about any corporation, 
enable networking and fi nancial pro-
fessionals, and examine economic 
data to perform data analysis.

Kathleen Brennan, academy 

director of mathematics who spear-
heads the school’s economics and 
fi nancial literacy program, stated, 
“The skills that will be learned by 
using the Bloomberg terminals are 
critical regardless of whether our 

students opt for careers in fi nance. 
It is an essential part of the Mount’s 
mission to make sure that our grad-
uates know how to manage their 
money and take control of their fi -
nancial futures.”

Submitted photo
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New administrators
Rebekah Scicolone 
St. Michael Parish School, Union

A former kindergarten teacher at St. Michael’s, Sci-
colone begins her new role as principal this fall. An educator 
for 12 years, she believes it is a “very fulfilling vocation.” 
She earned a bachelor’s in early childhood and elementary 
education from Kean University and a master’s in education-
al leadership from Seton Hall University.

“I enjoy watching children learn and develop a sense of who they are and 
grow in their relationship with God,” she explained.

As a former teacher at the school, she views St. Michael’s as a “hidden 
gem,” and she hopes it will be more known for its welcoming atmosphere.

“Parents are making a sacrifice to bring their students here. It is so im-
portant for them to fully understand why our school stands apart as well as 
making time for bringing faith into our school,” Scicolone said.

She hopes to help the school grow in a more positive direction and plans 
to create more extra-curricular activities for the kids. Scicolone intends to 
work with teachers and encourage their own leadership capabilities. 

“I am very big on constant communication and I am always looking 
to build others up to take on roles. I believe people need to have a sense of 
ownership when it comes to their professional lives,” she explained. “I also 
believe the only way someone can truly succeed is if they have the right 
resources and people around them. I am always looking for qualities and 
strengths in others to help take on different leadership roles.”

8Elizabeth Ventola
St. Leo’s School, Elmwood Park

Ventola holds two master’s degrees from Montclair State 
University in administration and supervision and in fine arts. 
A self-described “hands-on leader,” she believes that leading 

the school requires shared belief and commitment. 
“As Catholic school leaders, we face challenges from information tech-

nology, economic gaps and social cohesion and strengthening Catholic iden-
tity and spirituality,” Ventola said.

Prior to Ventola’s position at St. Leo’s, she was a teacher in Livingston, 
a district supervisor for the Randolph Township Schools and director for the 
West Essex Regional Schools. She also served as principal of Our Lady of 
Mercy Academy in Whippany.

8Allan F. Wright 
Koinonia Academy, Plainfield

For 24 years, Wright taught in the Catholic Studies De-
partment at Seton Hall University and served as an adjunct 
professor at Immaculate Conception Seminary, where he 
earned his master’s degree. He also taught at Assumption 
College for Sisters in Mendham and the Missionaries of 
Charity (Contemplative) in Plainfield for the past 13 years. 

“My desire to share the faith and my love of Jesus Christ is still my mo-
tivation to be in the field of education,” Wright explained. “This enthusiasm 
has continued, but I have been influenced by many educators and colleagues 
along the way who have displayed wisdom and prudence in how they go 
about their work, including Sister Percylee Hart, R.S.M.” (Sister Percylee is 
the principal at Union Catholic Regional High School in Scotch Plains.)

Wright is the author of 12 books and he is usually on the road speaking 
and educating others. As a Catholic educator, he believes it can be difficult to 
engage young people with their faith. “The biggest challenges are a culture that 
is often opposed to God and Christianity. The hectic pace of people, especially 
on the East Coast, where every second seems to be programmed and families 
don’t get to spend time with each other (is also a challenge),” he explained. 

Wright aims to provide both theological knowledge and spiritual expe-
riences so students can continue growing in their relationships with Jesus 
Christ and with one another. “One of my goals is to create an educational 
environment that supports Christian values that are taught at home by parents 
and assist parents in the spiritual formation of their children,” he said.

Continued from page 16
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Jesus and the smartphone
church was a time for prayer, a time 
to speak to God. But rather than 
praying or just feeling the pres-
ence of God, people are checking 
email, texting, surfi ng the web or 
playing games on their devices. 
Such things, unfortunately, also go 
on during the Mass itself. Children 
given a smartphone to use during 
Mass do not grow their understand-
ing of the Church as being a place 
for prayer and a place where atten-
tion is given to God.

 Smartphones and other digital 
devices are good things when used 
at the right time but not when they 
distract us from God and from one 
another. If we cannot fast from 
our digital device when we are in 
church, we have a problem. We also 
have a clear indication that the dev-
il has discovered an effective way 
to draw our attention from God and 
from the nourishment we need for 
our spirit. To paraphrase the words 
of Jesus, “Man does not live on 
‘digital bread’ alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth 
of God.” We need to listen and be 

attentive to hear that life-giving 
Word.

 I sometimes imagine that when 
a person who reads and sends text 
messages while in church dies and 
stands before God, that God will 
let the person stand before Him 
forever. God will simply ignore that 
person as God texts away on His 
divine digital device.

 Furthermore, technology can 
also keep us from interacting with 
God as God makes Himself known 
to us in one another. Jesus tells us 
that love of God demands love of 
neighbor. Such love is not just a 
matter of warm feelings but is a de-
cision to let another person into our 
world, into our life, into our heart. 
That demands we give that person 
our time and attention. 

 For example, love of neigh-
bor means volunteering to coach a 
team, visiting someone who is ill, 
getting involved in parish and civic 
life, spending time in a soup kitch-
en, teaching religion to children, 
etc. But how can we do such things 
if more and more of our time and 
attention go to a digital world, to 
video games and to the ever-present 

video screen?
 When He walked this earth, 

Jesus was attentive to His Father 
in heaven and attentive to every 
person before Him. He recog-
nized and respected their pres-
ence. He took time to listen to 
their story. He felt their joys 
and sorrows. He did all He 
could to ease their suffering. 
He did not allow Himself to 
be distracted from the person 
and needs before Him.

 Yet distractions fi ll our 
world. And we bring those 
distractions with us as 
we carry our smartphone 
or other digital device. 
That student was right. 
Technology, if we are 
not careful, can keep 
us from religion. It can 
keep us from God and 
it can keep us from 
seeing the person 
standing before us.

Father Thomas 
Iwanowski is paro-
chial vicar at Our 
Lady of Mercy Par-
ish in Jersey City.

Continued from page 22
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Hudson Catholic student 
offered scholarship to 
Villanova

JERSEY CITY—Jonathan Marte, a junior at Hudson Catholic Re-
gional High School, has been selected as an O’Toole Family Presiden-
tial Scholarship recipient. The scholarship committee selected Marte 
from several hundred applicants to receive the prestigious honor, which 
includes full tuition and room and board at Villanova University. The 
O’Toole Family Presidential Scholarship fund was created to ensure 
that a Villanova education is economically accessible for students who 
demonstrate academic achievement, leadership ability and a potential 
for future development.

Marte described the application process as rigorous, but said he en-
joyed the challenge. “The most difficult part was the essay because it 
asked a very simple question that required a lot of thinking and creativi-
ty so that the reader got to know me in a few short paragraphs,” he said. 

Applicants also had to submit letters of recommendation and were 
interviewed twice. When asked what inspired him to apply and what 
motivates him, Marte described the positive impact his older sister has 
had on his life. “She had half the things I do growing up, but she made 
something of herself, so I strive to be as exceptional as her.”

Over the summer, Marte participated in several programs at Villano-
va University to further prepare him for college. He also plans to take 
several college courses at St. Peter’s University through the Accelerated 
College Experience program, and he will work to maintain his 95 GPA 
in honors and AP courses at Hudson Catholic this school year. 

Marte’s uncle Juan Franco said he is not surprised by his nephew’s 
busy schedule. “We always knew that Jonathan would do great things. 
When he focuses on something, he never stops working for it. We are 
just very proud of him,” he noted.

Submitted photo
Jonathan Marte (center) with his family and President/Principal of 
Hudson Catholic Richard Garibell (right).
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Mount Carmel Guild Academy: 
Equipping students for success

The Mount Carmel Guild 
Academy staff has been 
enthusiastically preparing 
for the return of its stu-

dents for another school year. The 
academy is a private, nonsectarian, 
special education school located in 
West Orange that offers comprehen-
sive programming for children in 
grades pre-K through 12. 

Founded in 1967 by Catho-
lic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Newark, the academy’s 210-day 
program focuses on children with 
behavioral challenges that inhibit 
their ability to successfully interact 
with other students and fully take 
advantage of the educational oppor-
tunities presented to them. These 
students need a specialized environ-
ment—one that is supportive, struc-
tured and nurturing. Many come 
to the academy as “out of district 
placements,” meaning their local 
school districts do not have the nec-
essary resources to adequately meet 
the needs of the students. 

“The goal of schooling is 
to equip students with the skills 
necessary for academic success, 
self-management and independence, 
and that is exactly where we excel,” 
said James Badavas, principal of 
the academy. The school provides 
a caring, supportive learning envi-
ronment for students with severe 
behavioral and learning disabilities. 
A certified teacher leads each class 
with the assistance of an instruction-
al aide. The program strives to help 
students grow the social, academic 
and emotional coping skills needed 
to move back into district schools 
with a minimum of support services. 
For older students, the academy em-
phasizes vocational preparation and 
exposes them to a variety of elective 
programs that will give them valu-
able job skills. Supporting a strong 
academic program, students in high 
school grades have the opportunity 
to explore potential careers in com-
puters, fine arts, culinary arts and 
building trades. 

In 2006, Mount Carmel extend-
ed its program for children with 
autism spectrum disorder from the 
preschool population to include 
elementary school-age children. 

demics, social skills training and be-
havior modification. It also includes 
science, art, music and movement, 
physical education and technology. 
Each student works one-to-one with 
an adult, participating in instruc-
tion, working on readiness skills, 
receptive and expressive language, 
pre-academic skills and skills of in-
dependent living. 

With a staff of six school social 
workers, students are provided with 
a strong therapeutic environment, 
utilizing both individual and group 
interaction in an effort to promote 
the development of positive and 
effective coping skills. Outside of 
the counseling component, Mount 
Carmel Guild Academy also offers 
ancillary services, such as speech 
and language therapy, occupational 

Autism, characterized by atypical 
receptive behaviors and deficits in 
social and communication skills, is 
the most common of the pervasive 
developmental disorders and affects 
an estimated 1.5 million Americans. 
The academy established several 
classes to serve the unique learning 
needs of children functioning along 
on the autism spectrum. The program 
concept is responsive to the needs of 
the community and was shaped with 
ideas from parents, an autism adviso-
ry council and educators. 

The autism program offers a rich 
and stimulating environment that 
nurtures the talents and encourages 
the development of the total person. 
The curriculum incorporates aca-

therapy and physical therapy. 
The academy features a sen-

sory integration room, updated 
computers and multi-media rooms 
networked for all classrooms to be 
internet-ready. The campus hosts an 
art studio, music classes, gymnasi-
um, life skills room and an outdoor 
playground in a rich, stimulating en-
vironment that cultivates and fosters 
the development of each child.

Beyond academics, the acade-
my values time for fun outside the 
classroom. Throughout the school 
year, students are provided with op-
portunities to participate in activities 
in the greater community—with 
trips to the bowling alley, ice skating 
rink, roller skating rink, the Newark 
Museum, the Yogi Berra Museum at 
Montclair State University, NJPAC, 
and the PNC Bank Arts Center to 
encourage physical activity as well 
as broaden the student’s cultural and 
recreational experiences. 

Mount Carmel Guild Academy is 
extremely proud of the great accom-
plishments from all of its scholars. 
Students have gone on to colleges 
such as Rutgers University, Essex 
County Community College, Bergen 
Community College and Albright 
College. Other students have success-
fully gone onto vocational training 
programs sponsored by the NJ Divi-
sion of Vocational Rehabilitation. It is 
our hope that this school year will be 
a happy and successful one! 

For more information, please 
contact Principal James Badavas at 
973-325-4400.

Kayla Gelman, James Badavas 
and Vernon Peterson are staff mem-
bers of Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Newark.

Submitted photos

By Kayla Gelman, James Badavas and Vernon Peterson
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Union Catholic student attends space camp

Submitted photo

ronment for people from around the 
world to blend into.’’ 

What was an average day at 
Space Camp like?

“A crew trainer, basically some-
one who would look after a certain 
group, would turn on the lights 
and give you a limited time before 
breakfast,” said Schuster. “After all 
of the people had fi nished eating, or 
the time for the meal ran out, we’d 
dump our leftovers into different 
bins to measure food waste. Then 
the crew trainer, the day trainer be-

SCOTCH PLAINS—Union 
Catholic’s Nicholas Schuster had an 
unforgettable summer experience.

The rising senior at Union Cath-
olic attended the Advanced Space 
Academy Summer Camp from July 
15-20 in Huntsville, Alabama, on a 
full scholarship from the Scholar-
ship Fund for Inner-City Children. 
Schuster was one of just six high 
school students from the archdiocese 
to receive this unique scholarship 
opportunity.

“There were a lot of interest-
ing things that I learned while I was 
there, but the atmosphere of the 
group around me would probably 
be the best of it,’’ said Schuster, 
who lives in Roselle Park. “Each 
day would be full to the brim with 
different activities and lectures 
about various aspects of the space 
program, other countries’ space 
programs, talks from an astronaut 
about his crystal research on one of 
the shuttle missions, and many other 
trust-building experiences. I was 
most impressed by the dedication 
of everyone who was working there 
and creating such a welcoming envi-

fore evening and the night trainer 
for after evening, would take you to 
your scheduled activity, whether it 
be fi nalizing your rocket payload or 
back to another lecture. This would 
repeat for lunch and then dinner, 
with the entire day being absolutely 
full of something to do.’’

Schuster, who hopes to go into 
the science fi eld and has had a 
strong interest in space for the last 
few years, is grateful he had the op-
portunity to learn about something 
he’s so passionate about. 

“This was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience that I was allowed to par-
ticipate in,” said Schuster.

 

r Dreams You reams 
OUR MISSION

ichslodi.org • 258 South Main Street • Lodi, New Jersey
Contact Nicole Mineo, Director of Enrollment Management, for more information. 973-773-2665

 

Sept. 23 at 10:30am & Oct. 18 at 6pm 
OPEN HOUSE 

Catholic, independent,  
all-girls’ middle/high school from grades 7-12

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 
www.oakknoll.org

where young  
women lead
With everything we do, 

we prepare students to make 
an impact on society. 

Our graduates think globally, 
lead with conviction and make the 

world a better place. 

Join us.
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OPEN HOUSES
for Prospective & Transfer Students

         Thursday                Sunday
    September 27, 2018         October 28,2018
       6:30 - 8:30 PM                       1:00 - 3:00 PM
              Preceded by 12 PM Mass

Register at donboscoprep.org

Don Bosco Prep
empowering young men for life

492 N. Franklin Tpk ~ Ramsey NJ 07446 ~ 201-327-8003

Together, We are Bosco!

Give a little 
TENDERNESS®

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. Limit 2 
pkgs. Free gifts must ship with 
#51689. Standard S&H will be 
added. Expires 10/31/18. ©2018 
OCG 18M0094 Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.)

51689LRX | $199.90* separately

Combo Price $4999

Plus, get 
4 more Burgers and

4 more Kielbasa

FREE!

Call 1-844-268-6313 and ask for 51689LRX 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/meals225

      

Submitted photo
The soccer team from Don Bosco Preparatory High School in Ramsey traveled to 
Italy last month and received a brief history lesson from Father Franco Gallone, 
president/director of a fellow Salesian school in Napoli. The Ironmen visited Naples 
and Salerno for eight days. During their trip, they participated in an international 
competition, had training sessions with professional Italian players and enjoyed 
some sightseeing.

Benedictine 
Academy to 
host golf outing

ELIZABETH—Benedictine Academy 
will host its annual golf outing at Maplewood 
Country Club on Sept. 27. This year’s honor-
ee is Kevin Cummings, chairman of the board 
and chief executive offi cer of Investors Bank. 
Cummings is a champion of Catholic educa-
tion and a generous supporter of the academy 
and its mission to support college-bound young 
women. The day begins with registration and 
brunch at 10:30 a.m., then 18 holes of golf, with 
a shotgun start at noon. The day wraps up with 
cocktails, the awards dinner and auction starting 
at 5 p.m.

Prizes include a package from Kalahari Re-
sorts in the Poconos, a day of activities for the 
family at Alstede Farms in Chester and passes 
for Garden State Discovery Museum in Cherry 
Hill. 

Raffl e tickets are now available for the 50/50 
drawing to be held at the awards dinner. To pur-
chase tickets, call 908-352-0670 ext. 106.





There’s no cost to you! 
CALL (844) 861-5398

A Place for Mom has helped over 
one million families find senior 
living solutions that meet their 
unique needs.

The support you need to find quality 

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

! We’re paid by our partner communities
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Deacon Ramón Villeda Ramos
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated Aug. 22 at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart in Newark 
for Deacon Ramón Ville-
da Ramos, 88, who died 
Aug. 14.

A native of El Salvador, he mar-
ried his wife, Maria Olivia, in 1963 
and had four sons. Villeda came to 
the United States in 1973. He was 
asked to join the Cursillo movement, 
and was ordained to the permanent 
diaconate by Archbishop Peter L. 
Gerety on June 11, 1978.

As an ordained deacon, Villeda 
was active in St. Columba Parish in 
Newark, and was assigned to serve 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Par-
ish, also in Newark. He dedicated 
himself to sacramental services and 
inspired many to join the parish 
council of the Holy Name Society, 
the Legion of Mary and Marriage 
Encounter. He also served at St. Mi-
chael’s Hospital, St. Michael Parish 
and the Cathedral Basilica of the Sa-
cred Heart, all in Newark. 

> > > > > >

Sister Romilda Chiga, F.S.S.E.
A Mass of Christian Burial was 

served at the Felician Reading Center 
at Immaculate Conception Convent 
in Lodi. She was a teacher at St. 
Adalbert School, Elizabeth; St. Ca-
simir School, Newark; Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel School, Bayonne; and 
St. Valentine School, Bloomfield.

Sister Josephine also taught in 
schools throughout New Jersey and 
in Southampton, Pennsylvania.

> > > > > >

Sister Mary Louise Moran, S.C.
A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated 
Aug. 30 at Holy Family 
Chapel in Convent Sta-
tion for Sister Mary Lou-
ise Moran, S.C., 83, who 
died Aug. 25. 

Raised in West Orange, Sister 
Mary Louise was assistant superin-
tendent of schools and government 
affairs coordinator for the Diocese 
of Trenton, and participated in the 
reorganization of the Trenton and 
Metuchen Dioceses.  She was ap-
pointed superintendent of Catho-
lic Education for the Diocese of 
Trenton.  

In later years, Sister Mary Lou-
ise transitioned to a health care min-
istry in New York. She participated 
in many boards and committees, 

celebrated Aug. 25 at 
Holy Family Parish in 
Nutley for Sister Romilda 
Chiga, F.S.S.E., who died 
Aug. 18. 

Born in Zollino, Italy, 
Sister Romilda arrived in the United 
States in 1958. She was a member 
of the Franciscan Sisters of St. Eliza-
beth for 60 years. She served as a 
teacher and director of Holy Family 
Day Nursery School in Nutley and 
taught at St. Elizabeth Child Care 
Center in Jersey City. 

Sister Romilda was sent on nu-
merous missions in Indonesia, India 
and Panama. In October 2000, Sister 
Romilda left for the Philippines to 
oversee a newly founded convent 
where she managed the construction 
of a chapel for the convent. 

> > > > > >

Sister Josephine Marie Szaro, 
C.S.S.F.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated at 
the Felician Sisters’ Our 
Lady of Lourdes Chapel in 
Lodi for Sister Josephine Marie Szaro, 
C.S.S.F., 78, who died Aug. 24. 

Sister Josephine Marie entered 
the Felician Sisters July 2, 1958, and 

including Sisters of Charity congres-
sional and provincial assemblies. 

Sister Mary Louise was devoted 
to researching and chronicling the 
life of Sister Miriam Teresa Dem-
janovich and wrote articles about her 
for Sisters of Charity publications.  

> > > > > >

Father Jeremiah McGinley, O.F.M.
A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated Sept. 5 at St. 
Anthony Parish in Butler 
for Father Jeremiah Mc-
Ginley, O.F.M., 89, who 
died Aug. 30.

Father McGinley was 
received into the Order of Friars Mi-
nor on Aug. 12, 1950, and professed 
his first vows a year later. On Aug. 
13, 1954, Father McGinley pro-
fessed his final vows as a Franciscan 
at Christ the King Seminary in Alle-
gany, New York. He was ordained to 
the priesthood on June 9, 1955 at the 
Franciscan Monastery of the Holy 
Land in Washington, D.C.

Father McGinley ministered 
throughout New York, New Jersey 
and Colorado. He was assigned 
in 1985 to St. Anne Parish in Fair 
Lawn, where he served for 20 years. 
In 2005, he was assigned to Sacred 
Heart Friary in East Rutherford. 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

®

A+ RATED

$1,500 in Savings INCLUDES a
FREE American Standard Toilet

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons 
American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your 
Best Choice

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath
 AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by 
American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2
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5

American Standard 

$1,500 SAVINGS

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet

Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

844-295-5066
Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Show-
er. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstan-
dard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NY-
C:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.
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Celebrating the culture of life

“You who are 
my messenger, 
in you I place 
my absolute 

trust.” These words spoken by 
Our Lady of Guadalupe to St. 
Juan Diego are the inspiration 
for Respect Life Month this October. 
“Every Life: Cherished, Chosen, 
Sent” is the theme selected by the 
United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops for next month’s annual 
celebration of life. It would not be 
too much of a stretch to suggest that 
Our Lady speaks these words to us 
today.

Our Lady of Guadalupe has 
long been an icon for respect life, as 
she presents herself to us as being 
with child. Because Mary carries 
our saving Lord in her womb, she 
is rightly referred to as the Ark of 

the New Covenant. We 
who live in the grace of 
the New Covenant do 
well to heed her counsel 
and be blessed by her 
encouragement and in-
tercession.

Every life is pre-
cious to the Lord; for 

all life comes from Him and returns 
to Him. Our Lord tells us that He 
is life, and so we want to help all 
people come to 
know Him as 
the Lord of life, 
the Lord of each 
of our lives. There are many things 
that war against this promise of new 
life. St. John Paul II referred to a 
battle, as it were, between the cul-
ture of life and the culture of death. 
Jesus Himself speaks of the king-
dom of the world and the kingdom 
of God. Some of the strongholds of 

the enemy, which we would be wise 
to come against, with respect to the 
culture of life are: suicide, abuse, 
drugs, alcohol, self-mutilation, di-
vorce, gay agenda, bullying and 
euthanasia. Abortion is the basest 
expression of all the various attacks 
on life.  

Here in the archdiocese, we 
strive to offer Good News to all who 
suffer the casualties of the culture 
of death. Two signifi cant programs 

that we offer are 
Rachel’s Vine-
yard, a retreat 
for post-abortive 

mothers and fathers; and Grief to 
Grace, a retreat for those who suffer 
from abuse. The power in these re-
treat opportunities lies in their cease-
less proclamation of hope found 
in Jesus Christ, and in bringing the 

people to that encounter with Him 
that is life saving and life giving.  

In the challenges that we are 
all faced with, it can be tempting to 
look upon some of these diffi cul-
ties and cry out that it is hopeless, 
that there is no solution and that we 
just have to endure. But the Lord 
has promised that “I will build my 
church, and the gates of the neth-
erworld shall not prevail against 
it.” (Mt 16:18) The battle has been 
won by the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So with confi dence, we cry 
out with St. Peter: “You have the 
words of eternal life.” (Jn 6:68) Let 
us press on cherishing every life. 

For more information about Ra-
chel’s Vineyard or Grief to Grace, 
call Cheryl Riley, director of the Re-
spect Life Offi ce, at 973-497-4350 
or email cheryl.riley@rcan.org.

Father John Gordon is acting 
vicar for pastoral life and coordina-
tor of the Offi ce for Evangelization. 

By Father John Gordon

Living Our FaithLiving Our FaithLiving Our Faith

Healing Retreats 
Sponsored by the Newark Archdiocese Respect Life Office

Are you suffering from an 
abortion experience? Do you 

have feelings of guilt and 
anxiety? Do you suffer from 
depression? There is Hope! 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats: 

rachelsvineyard.org

For more information contact the Respect Life Office.


Estos ministerios también están disponibles en español.


Dostępne w języku polskim.

Cheryl A. Riley 973-497-4350 or cheryl.riley@rcan.org

Have you endured physical, 
emotional, and/or spiritual 

abuse? Find healing through a 
retreat program facilitated by 
mental health professionals, 

and centered on Jesus Christ! 
Grief to Grace: grieftograce.org

     GIFT       SUBSCRIPTION 
Give the gift of Good News by sending a gift subscription of 

New Jersey Catholic magazine /The Catholic Advocate newspaper
  

CALL: Subscription Dept.
(973) 497-4195

 SUBSCRIBE ONLINE:
www.njcatholicsubscribe.rcan.org

 We accept Visa, MC, Discover and AMEX



Network of homes provides 
hope for pregnant women

WASHINGTON (CNS)—
When Chris Bell was working in 
Times Square in the late 1970s, 
he was shocked to repeatedly see 
young mothers entering crisis shel-
ters with their children, and he de-
cided that he had to do something. 
With the help of Father Benedict 
Groeschel, a member of the Fran-
ciscan Friars of the Renewal, and 
his spiritual director at the time, 
Bell founded Good Counsel, a net-
work of pro-life maternity homes.

With headquarters in Newark, 
the organization operates seven 

homes—one in New Jersey, four in 
New York, one in Connecticut and 
one in Alabama. It also works with 
other homes across the country, and 
is looking to grow and expand its 
network.

“Good Counsel is one of the 
founding members of the National 
Maternity Housing Coalition,” Bell 
told Catholic News Service. “Most 
of the homes are small and limited 
in what they can do, but we can 
help fi nd a place for any pregnant 
woman in the country.”

Bell said any pregnant women 
can enter the maternity homes for 
free, and the homes will help pro-
vide them with opportunities to go 

back to school and fi nd jobs. Good 
Counsel will even assist pregnant 
women with drug addictions or 
mental illnesses and help fi nd suit-
able places for them.

They also can help plan adop-
tions. Bell said many women fear 
the child will be placed in the fos-
ter care system and don’t realize 
they can choose the couple who 
would adopt their child. 

Bell also said many women 
who are told their child will have 
genetic defects could benefi t from 
maternity homes. “I don’t know 

why the only response so many 
medical people have is to tell the 
mother to get rid of it if it looks like 
the child will have genetic defects,” 
he said. “Especially in the United 
States, where we’re rich and have 
the technology to help them.”

Bell believes that media cov-
erage was one reason for a lack of 
awareness about maternity homes. 
“I think the media has a strong bias 
against anything anti-abortion,” he 
said. Despite that, he intends on 
continuing his work.

“The question I ask: Isn’t there 
enough love in the world for an-
other baby? Where there’s love, 
there’s life, and where there’s life, 
there’s hope,” he stated. “We can 
change things by looking at one 
life at a time and one family at a 
time.”

By Steve Larkin 
Catholic News Service

For more information, visit www.goodcounselhomes.org 
or call 800-723-8331.
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Several Sources Shelters 

Learn about Gimme Liberty, a new movie being written, directed and produced by Ron Krauss, as a prequel to Gimme 
Shelter, a feature fi lm about Several Sources Shelters. Since January 2014, Gimme Shelter has expanded our baby-
saving work to MILLIONS of people around the world. This powerful fi lm was based on the true story of homeless, 
desperate young pregnant women & their “saved” babies whom we brought into our Several Sources family. 

Gimme Liberty will focus on the David & Goliath challenge between Several Sources Founder Kathy DiFiore 
and the State of New Jersey in the mid 1980’s when she was fi ned $10,000 and faced a possible prison sentence 
for sheltering pregnant women as well as mothers and their babies in her own home. With the help of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, the housing law in New Jersey was changed, allowing Several Sources Shelters to fl ourish. 

If you want to help Several Sources in any way or be involved in our new baby-saving movie, come to our Open House. 
Get a free Gimme Shelter DVD and a signed copy of Kathy’s book, Gimme Love…Gimme Hope…Gimme Shelter. 

Be educated on how the fi lm will be made and how to become a Producer or get involved in other ways. 
Your participation now will help young women choose life for their innocent preborn babies. 

Meet some of our young mothers and their “saved” babies. We need you to help save more babies.

Take a tour of our Garden of Life, which explains how in 1830 
St. Catherine of Laboure had several apparitions of the Blessed Mother, 

which directly relate to God’s Divine Baby-Saving efforts to this very day! 

300 Airmount Ave. 
Ramsey, NJ  07446 
PO Box 157
www.severalsources.net 
e-mail: info@severalsources.net

Call Ginny at 201-818-9033 if you will be 
attending, or wish to arrange a private visit.

Get a tour of our Shelter and see our baby saving vehicle, which is responsible 
for the birth of over 700  Several Sources “saved” babies. 

Celebrate Mary’s Immaculate Conception and learn how to 
become part of our Baby Saving Team 

COME TO OUR OPEN HOUSE SEPT. 23 & 25, OCT. 28 & 30 

Sun. Sept. 23, 2018 • 3-7 PM 
Tues. Sept. 25, 2018 • 6-9PM
Sun. Oct. 28, 2018 • 3-7 PM 
Tues. Oct. 30, 2018 • 6-9PM



Critical Life Issues Conference
To commemorate Respect Life 

Month, the Diocese of Metuchen in 
collaboration with the Respect Life 
Offi ce of the Archdiocese of Newark 
is sponsoring a Critical Life Issues 
Conference on Oct. 20. 

The conference, entitled “Every 
Life: Cherished, Chosen, Sent,” 
begins at 8:30 a.m. at St. John Neu-
mann Conference Center in Piscat-
away with Mass celebrated by Most 
Rev. James F. Checchio, bishop of 
Metuchen. Presentations include 
“Humanae Vitae at 50 Years–Back 
to the Future” presented by Patrick 
Coffi n. The Halifax, Nova Scotia 
native is the creator and host of 
“The Patrick Coffi n Show” podcast 
and YouTube channel with regular 
viewers in more than 100 countries. 
For almost eight years, he hosted 
the top-rated Catholic Answers Live 

radio show. He is the author of four 
books on faith and culture.

Cristina D’Averso-Collins will 
present “The Beauty and Wisdom of 
God’s Design: A Millennial’s Per-
spective.” D’Averso-Collins serves 
as director of Catholic Campus Min-
istry at Monmouth University. She 
earned a master’s degree from the 
John Paul II Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and Family at the Catho-
lic University of America in 2013. 
She also holds a masters in general 
psychology from Divine Mercy Uni-
versity in Arlington, Virginia. She 
developed the Marriage Readiness 
Retreat for college students, which 
she has organized for the past three 
years through campus ministry. 

Also at the conference, Dr. John 
Bruchalski will present “From Death 
to Life: A Conversion Story—Be-

coming a Missionary Disciple for 
Life.” In 1987, the year he graduated 
from medical school at the Universi-
ty of South Alabama, Bruchalski had 
a powerful conversion experience 
at the Basilica of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe in Mexico City. In 1994, he 
opened the Tepeyac Family Center 
in Fairfax, Virginia, which special-
izes in complicated pregnancies. 
The clinic does not provide or refer 
patients to others for abortion or 
artifi cial contraception, and turns no 
women away for lack of money. The 
clinic delivers 40 babies a month.

The conference will also fea-
ture a screening of the documentary 
“Unprotected” followed by a panel 
discussion. 

The cost of the event is $25 and 
includes lunch. Please register by 
Oct. 12. For more information, call 
732-562-1990 exts. 1629 or 1543 or 
email jruggiero@diometuchen.org 
or amarshall@diometuchen.org. 
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Most Rev. James F. Checchio

First Time
Single Mom?
Need help?

YOU HAVE
OPTIONS!

Call us:
201.722.4705
marilyn@newhopeprc.org
www.newhopeprc.org

NEW HOPE Pregnancy Resource Center
149 Third Avenue, Westwood, NJ 07675
HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 9AM - 2PM

Thursdays & Saturdays: 9AM - noon

Pregnant?
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