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Bishop da Cunha appointed eighth bishop of Fall River, MA

Pope Francis has appoint-
ed the Most Reverend 
Edgar Moreira da Cunha, 
S.D.V., Auxiliary Bish-
op of the Archdiocese of 

Newark for the last 11 years, as the 
eighth bishop of the Diocese of Fall 
River, MA. He succeeds the Most 
Reverend George W. Coleman 
who, according to Church law, sub-
mitted his letter of resignation when 
he turned 75 on Feb. 1. 

The acceptance of his resigna-
tion and Bishop da Cunha’s ap-
pointment were announced July 3 
in Washington, D. C. by the Apos-
tolic Nuncio to the United States, 
Archbishop Carlo M. Vigano. 

At a press conference in Fall 
River following the announce-
ment, Bishop da Cunha referred to 
his new mission as “a gift from the 
Lord” and a new way to exercise 
his ministry.

“I wish to let all the people 
of this diocese know that I come 
among them as a brother among 
brothers and sisters, with my sin-
cere commitment to give my very 

best to build up the Church, to live 
and practice our faith together,” he 
said. “I hope you know that you can 
count on me, and I am counting on 
your prayers, your faith, your sup-
port, gifts, talents and generosity.”

Bishop da Cunha, a native of 
Brazil who served in the Archdio-
cese of Newark since his ordination 
to the priesthood in 1982, acknowl-

edged he had a lot to learn about his 
new diocese, and is counting on the 
local faithful for their support and 
guidance.

“I could never, in my wildest 
dream, imagine myself standing 
here as the future bishop of this dio-
cese,” Bishop da Cunha said. “Only 
God’s plan, and God’s will, could 
make it possible. And so, I am con-
vinced that this is all God’s plan and 
God’s doing. All the more reason to 
be glad and rejoice, to celebrate and 
give thanks to God for his care and 
fi delity to all of us.”       

Bishop da Cunha, 60, will be 
installed as Bishop of Fall River 
during a Mass on Sept. 24, at the 
Cathedral of Saint Mary of the As-
sumption in Fall River. Details will 
be announced in coming weeks. 

Bishop da Cunha will shepherd 
a diocese of approximately 302,484 
Catholics who worship in 84 par-
ishes and 11 mission churches. 

The Diocese of Fall River was es-
tablished in 1904 and covers 1,194 
square miles, encompassing all of 
Bristol County, Cape Cod, Martha’s 
Vineyard, Nantucket and the towns 
of Mattapoisett, Marion and Ware-
ham in Plymouth County. Bishop 
Coleman has led the diocese since 
July 22, 2003.

Born in in Nova Fatima, Bahia, 
Brazil, on Aug. 21, 1953, Bishop 
da Cunha is the son of Manoel and 
Josefa Moreira. He attended local 
schools in Nova Fatima, including 
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Local laity deepens faith through ‘Foundations’ program

Driven by a yearning to deep-
en their faith and to better 
serve their brothers and sis-
ters in the Lord, 47 archdi-
ocesan laity became the lat-

est graduates of the Christian Foundations 
for Ministry program at ceremonies on 
June 22 at Holy Cross Parish, Harrison. 

Certifi cates of Completion were con-
ferred by Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda, 
during a celebration of Evening Prayer at 
Holy Cross Church in Harrison on the So-

lemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
It takes three years to complete an 

archdiocesan curriculum of three, eight-
week courses in topics that include evan-
gelization, Church history, scripture and 
the Sacraments. 

“It’s not just ‘one little course’ and 
it’s very impressive that people are will-
ing to make a major commitment,” said 
Ron Pihokker, director of the archdioce-
san Catechetical Offi ce, which sponsors 
Christian Foundations.

Parishioners who want to become in-
volved in ministry are the primary tar-

By Al Frank
Associate Publisher

Submitted photo
Ron Pihokker, director of the archdiocesan Catechetical Office, and Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda awarded Certificates of Completion to graduates of the Christian 
Foundations for Ministry program. 
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A farewell Mass for Bishop da Cunha will be held Sept. 7 at 3 p.m. 
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark.
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Essex County Oct. 15, 2003 and 
Vicar for Evangelization on May 
4, 2005. 

He was named Vicar General 
for the Archdiocese of Newark 
on June 6, 2013 and has since 
served as the principal deputy of 
the archbishop in the administra-
tion of the archdiocese. Bishop 
da Cunha was also a member of 
the Newark Archdiocesan Board 
of Consultors, Presbyteral Coun-
cil, the Clergy Personnel Board; 
the New Jersey Catholic Con-
ference Board of Bishops and 
chairman of the conference’s 
Public Policy Committee.

Bishop da Cunha has served 
on the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops’ Committee on Cul-
tural Diversity in the Church and 
the Committee on Migration. 
He is currently a member of the 
Sub-Committee on the Church in 
Latin America, the Sub-Commit-
tee on Pastoral Care of Migrants, 
Refugee and Travelers, and is a 
Consultor to the Sub-Committee 
on Hispanic Affairs. 

the minor seminary of the Vo-
cationist Fathers in Riachao do 
Jacuipe. There he joined the Vo-
cationist Fathers, also known as 
the Society of Divine Vocations. 
He studied philosophy at Uni-
versidade Catolica do Salvador, 
Bahia, and theology at Immacu-
late Conception Seminary, Dar-
lington, graduating with a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree.

He was ordained to the priest-
hood for the Society of Divine 
Vocations, at Saint Michael Par-
ish, Newark, by Bishop Joseph 
A. Francis, S.V.D., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Newark, on March 27, 
1982. Following his ordination 
he served as a parochial vicar of 
Saint Michael and as director of 
vocations for his congregation.

In 1983, when the archdio-
cese entrusted Saint Nicholas 
Parish, Palisades Park, to the 
Vocationist Fathers, Bishop da 
Cunha was transferred to serve 

as parochial vicar and vice su-
perior of the community while 
continuing his ministry of pro-
moting vocations. During his 
time as vocation director, he 
served on the board of the East-
ern Religious Vocations Direc-
tors Association. In 1987, he 
was appointed pastor of Saint 
Nicholas Parish. In 1992, he was 
elected secretary of the Council 
of the Vocationist Delegation in 
the United States.

From 1994 until 2000, Bish-
op da Cunha served as novice 
master and director of the Voca-
tionary, the house of formation 
that the congregation maintains 
in Florham Park.

His appointment as Auxilia-
ry Bishop of Newark and Titular 
Bishop of Ucres was announced 
by the Holy See on June 27, 
2003, the Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. He was 
ordained a bishop on Sept. 3, 
2003, at the Cathedral Basili-
ca of the Sacred Heart and was 
appointed Regional Bishop for 

Bishop da Cunha also serves 
as Episcopal Liaison to the Bra-
zilian Apostolate in the Unit-
ed Sates. He is Chairman of 

the Archdiocesan Implementa-
tion Team for the New Energies 
Parish Transition Project in the 
Archdiocese of Newark. 

Submitted photo 
Edgar Moreira da Cunha, S.D.V., right, is pictured during an audi-
ence with Pope Benedict XVI on May 11, 2011. Bishop da Cunha 
traveled to Italy to attend the beatification celebration of Father 
Justin Russolillo. 

Bishop da Cunha

Statement by Archbishop John J. Myers

Today, with a mixture of great joy and true sadness, I con-
gratulate Bishop Edgar da Cunha on his appointment as 
Bishop of Fall River.

For some 36 years, Bishop da Cunha has been an integral part 
of the life of the local Church of Newark—fi rst as a seminarian 
of the Vocationist Community studying for priesthood at Im-
maculate Conception Seminary, then as a Vocationist priest and pastor minis-
tering in several Newark parishes, and ultimately, as a brother Bishop assisting 
me in ministering to all of the people of the Newark Archdiocese.  

From my fi rst meeting with him in 2001 shortly after I arrived in Newark as 
Archbishop, when he was pastor of St. Michael’s, just east of the Cathedral 
Basilica, I saw the heart of a pastor. That quality led me to ask then Pope, now 
Saint, John Paul II to appoint him as auxiliary bishop in 2003. Bishop da Cunha 
has continued to share that heart with the people of the Archdiocese of New-
ark throughout his episcopal ministry and leadership of our Evangelization and 
New Energies initiatives, and most recently as Vicar General. He knows the 
people of God, knows the depth of their faith, and he knows the challenges of 
serving and leading in a Church with many cultural and ethnic traditions.

I am confi dent that the priests, religious and laity of the Diocese of Fall River 
will quickly come to appreciate his many gifts as he undertakes his pastoral of-
fi ce among them.

But for those of you who play ‘football’ (soccer), I must give you fair warning: 
He may not be Neymar, but watch out for his elbows!

I also want to join all in the Diocese of Fall River in thanking Bishop George 
Coleman, whom I’ve known since our time together at the North American 
College, for his 50 years of priestly service and pastoral leadership in the dio-
cese. May the Lord grant him continued good health and length of days as he 
enters this new phase of his episcopal ministry.

Statement by Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda

With the appointment of Bishop Edgar da 
Cunha as the eighth Bishop of Fall River, I 
hasten to congratulate him, rejoicing that 

Pope Francis has truly provided the Church of Fall 
River with a shepherd after the Heart of Christ. Hav-
ing worked closely with Bishop da Cunha these past 
eight months, I can personally attest to his pastoral 
zeal and to the palpable love for Christ and His Church that has con-
sistently motivated his service in the Archdiocese of Newark. 

I have come to know him as an extremely capable leader who nev-
er fails to put the needs of others before his own, and I have quickly 
grown to admire him for his ability to bring the joy of the Gospel into 
even the most challenging of circumstances. His life gives daily wit-
ness to a real solidarity with the poor and a deep empathy for those 
who for various reasons fi nd themselves living in a culture that is not 
their own. If Pope Francis were ever to abandon the tango of his na-
tive Argentina for a Brazilian samba, I have no doubt that he would 
look and sound a great deal like Bishop da Cunha.  

The Church of Fall River is getting a shepherd with a proven track 
record of effective leadership in the areas of parish revitalization, the 
New Evangelization and multi-culturalism. True to his roots as a Voca-
tionist,  he has collaborated well with clergy, religious and laity alike, 
demonstrating great skill in calling forth and respecting the gifts of 
others. He will be missed in the archdiocese for his keen pastoral in-
sights, his engaging homilies (in a whole host of languages) and for 
his unfailing fraternal support of his brother priests, I am grateful that 
I had the opportunity to learn from Bishop da Cunha these past eight 
months and I hope that the Church of Fall River will embrace him with 
the same warm welcome that he so graciously offered to me when I 
arrived in Newark.

zeal and to the palpable love for Christ and His Church that has con-maculate Conception Seminary, then as a Vocationist priest and pastor minis-
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A Mass of Thanksgiving was held June 29 at Saint Joseph’s Home for the Elderly in Totowa for Archbishop Peter Leo Gerety, Archbishop Emeritus of Newark (seat-
ed) who celebrated 75 years of priesthood. Archbishop John J. Myers was the main celebrant for the Mass. Archbishop Gerety is seated next to Bishop Emeritus 
of Paterson Frank J. Rodimer.  Other celebrating bishops included, left to right, Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.; Bishop Dominic A. Marconi; Bishop Robert P. 
Deeley of the Diocese of Portland, ME; Archbishop John J. Myers; Bishop Charles J. McDonnell and Bishop Manuel A. Cruz. Archbishop Gerety will celebrate his 
102nd birthday on July 19. See page 7 for more photos.
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Laity deepens faith
get for the course but many are 
already serving as religious ed-
ucation instructors, Communion 
ministers or lectors.  Those who 
participate want to deepen their 
understanding of the Church, Pi-
hokker said.

“They are very committed in 
their desire to serve the Church 
in so many capacities,” said Sis-
ter Rita Fritzen O.S.F., associate 
director. “Some are already serv-
ing and told me this just made 
their ministry more meaningful.”

Among the latter was Dena 
Sedlak of the Ascension Parish 
in New Milford.

Sedlak had not taken a reli-
gion course since her confi rma-
tion and, while drawn to the op-
portunity to learn more about her 
faith, she was worried she could 
not take on more responsibili-
ties. She changed her mind after 
husband Ronald, and daughter 
Heather got their certifi cates.

“When he started I felt I 
couldn’t give three years of my 
time,” Sedlak said, noting her 

full-time job as an import man-
ager, running a household and 
teaching religious education at 
Ascension.

“But at this point in my life, I 
just wanted to add another layer 
to my faith and it was well worth 
it,” she said, adding that she 
most appreciated gaining great-
er insights into scripture and the 
sacraments.”

“It just went so fast,” Sedlak 
said last week. 

“I had 12 years of Catho-
lic education but, coming as an 
adult, I came to understand and 
appreciate the traditions I knew 

and loved much more,” said 
Jody Guariglia of Saint Catha-
rine in Glen Rock.

There, the course was taught 
by Aileen Giannelli, a retired 
Catholic school teacher and 
principal who holds a doctorate 
in church leadership from Ford-
ham University.

“I think three years would 
have been daunting but our in-
structor was just a delight,” said 
Guariglia, who is involved in 
a number of parish ministries. 
“She was so knowledgeable and 
was happy to share that knowl-
edge, so the weeks just really 
fl ew by.”

The latest graduates came 
from seven archdiocesan parish-
es in Bergen, Essex, Hudson and 
Union counties. Including the 
nine to graduate this fall, near-
ly 1,800 parishioners have com-
pleted Christian Foundations 
since its inception.

Founded by then associate 
director Brother Miguel Cam-
pos, F.S.C., the original intent 
was to prepare ministers for the 
burgeoning number of Hispanic 
parishioners, who now comprise 
59 percent of the archdiocese of 
1.2 million Catholics.

the church they belong to,” Fr. 
Milliken said. “They also like 
the community spirit. We pray 
together and have class. One 
student brings refreshments for 
the group so a lot of sharing 
goes on and it’s really built on 
good topics.”

The program costs $50 per 
course. Inquiries from individ-
uals wishing to participate—or 
pastors wishing to start a pro-
gram in their parish—may call 
Sr. Rita at (973) 492-4295.

In keeping with that tradition, 
Dr. Jose Planas, associate direc-
tor of Catechesis, said Hispanic 
parishioners comprise the ma-
jority of the classes, a fact that 
Archbishop Hebda said he found 
very impressive.

Father David Milliken, As-
cension’s pastor, who has taught 
in the program for 22 years, said 
it makes a difference in the faith 
lives of those who participate. 

“I think people are eager to 
learn more about their faith and 

Submitted photos 
Dr. Jose Planas, associate director of Catechesis with Hispanics.

Continued from page 1 “I think people are 
eager to learn more 

about their faith 
and the church 

they belong to.” 
Fr. Milliken
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WASHINGTON—On June 
30, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the federal government can-
not force owners of closely held 
for-profi t companies to provide 
birth control coverage to female 
employees if the owners object 
to the administration’s require-
ment on religious grounds.

Archbishop John J. Myers 
applauded the court’s decision. 
“(The ruling) reaffi rms that gov-
ernment cannot require indi-
viduals—even those who own 
companies—to check their mor-
al and religious convictions and 
beliefs at the door when they 
enter the marketplace. People, 
even religious people, have the 
right to operate their companies 
according to what they believe.  
As Pope Francis said in his Ap-
ostolic Exhortation, Evangelii 
Gaudium, ‘Business is a voca-
tion, and a noble vocation, pro-
vided that those engaged in it 
see themselves challenged by a 
greater meaning in life.’”

The 5-4 ruling of Burwell v. 
Hobby Lobby, one of the most 
divisive cases of the year, rec-
ognizes for the fi rst time the reli-
gious rights of corporations.

The Green family began 
what became Hobby Lobby 
Stores, a retail chain of arts and 
crafts stores, out of a garage in 
the family’s home in Oklahoma. 
Another case was brought by 
the Hahn family, which began 
Conestoga Wood Specialties, a 
cabinet-making business, out of 
a garage in the family’s home in 
Pennsylvania.

The Greens are evangelical 
Christians who say they strive to 
operate Hobby Lobby in a man-
ner consistent with biblical prin-
ciples. Hobby Lobby pays full-
time employees at almost double 
the minimum wage, offers gen-

WASHINGTON—Bishop 
Mark J. Seitz of El Paso, TX, 
stated in testimony before the 
House Judiciary Committee 
on June 25, that the rise of the 
number of children crossing the 
U.S.-Mexico border represents 
a “test of our moral character” 
of the nation. “We must not fail 
this test,” he added. “We must 
not turn our back on them.”

Since October, more than 
52,000 unaccompanied chil-
dren, the large majority from 
the countries of El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Guatemala, have 

erous health benefi ts, and allows 
employees time off from work. 
The Hahns, who are Mennonite, 
similarly operate Conestoga 
Wood in a way that honors their 
faith.

Both the Greens and the 
Hahns believe life begins at con-
ception, and their religious be-
liefs prohibit them from facilitat-
ing abortion. A mandate from the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) would 
force the Greens and the Hahns 
to cover certain drugs and devic-
es that the plaintiffs claimed can 
end life after conception. They 
were threatened with huge fi nes 
if these drugs and devices were 
not covered by the companies, 
as required by the federal health 
care law.

The Greens and the Hahns 
sued because they contended 
their rights to free exercise of 

crossed into the United States. 
Many are fl eeing violence from 
organized criminal networks in 
their communities.

In his testimony, Bishop 
Seitz provided several recom-
mendations for the immediate 
care of the children and long-
term solutions to the issue.

“Over the long-term, there 
must be a concerted effort to ad-
dress the root causes of this ex-
odus, specifi cally the rampant 
violence in the region,” Bishop 
Seitz said. “As part of this ef-
fort, humane reintegration prac-

religion under the U.S. Consti-
tution and federal law were be-
ing violated. They argued that 
Americans do not give up their 
freedom when they open family 
businesses. The Supreme Court 
heard oral arguments in both 
cases in March. 

After its deliberation, the 
court held the HHS mandate im-
posing the coverage of FDA-ap-
proved contraceptive drugs and 
devices violates the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act of 
1993 as it applies to closely held 
corporations like Hobby Lob-
by and Conestoga Wood. In do-
ing so, the court recognized that 
Restoration Act applies to such 
for-profi t corporations, which 
are capable of exercising reli-
gion. Having established this 
fact, the court then decided the 
HHS mandate both substantially 
burdens the exercise of religion 

tices and prevention programs 
investing in youth should com-
plement anti-violence efforts.”

Bishop Seitz urged Con-
gress to cooperate on the issue, 
not to politicize it. “This issue 
should not be viewed as an oc-
casion for political posturing, 
but as an opportunity for bipar-
tisan cooperation,” he said.

“The Catholic Church is an 
immigrant church,” he add-
ed, and more than one-third of 
Catholics in the United States 
are of Hispanic origin. “The 
Catholic Church has a long his-

in this case and that the govern-
ment had failed to satisfy the 
Restoration Act’s least-restric-
tive-means standard in terms 
of the exercise of religion. The 
court suggested “accommoda-
tion” for religious non-profi t or-
ganization as an example of how 
there are less restrictive means 
available.

The U.S. bishops have voiced 
their strong support for families 
like the Greens and the Hahns. 
The bishops fi led a friend-of-
the-court brief with the Supreme 
Court supporting Hobby Lob-
by and Conestoga in their chal-
lenge to the HHS mandate. The 
bishops explained that they op-
pose “any rule that would re-
quire faithful Catholics and 
other religiously motivated busi-
ness owners to choose between 
providing coverage for products 
and speech that violate their reli-

tory of involvement in child 
protection and refugee and asy-
lum protection, both in the ad-
vocacy arena and in welcoming 
and assimilating waves of im-
migrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers who have helped build 
our nation. Migration and Ref-
ugee Services of United States 
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops is the largest refugee re-
settlement agency in the coun-
try, resettling one million of 
the three million refugees who 
have come to our country since 
1975,” he stated.

gious beliefs, and exposing their 
businesses to devastating penal-
ties.”

The United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops stated 
that “justice has prevailed” in 
the Supreme Court’s decision. 
“Now is the time to redouble our 
efforts to build a culture that ful-
ly respects religious freedom.”

Bishop Seitz suggested that 
the United States should strength-
en protections for children from 
Central America. Unaccompa-
nied minors who arrive in this 
country possess legal rights that 
should be honored. “Often chil-
dren are scared and are unable to 
articulate their fears and do not 
understand what rights they have 
under U.S. law,” he explained. 
“Moreover, children who come 
into the care of the U.S. govern-
ment should be treated humane-
ly and with appropriate child 
protections.”

Archbishop Myers applauds Hobby Lobby ruling

Nation ‘must not turn our back’ on unaccompanied children crossing border

Photo provided by Faith Catholic

“Reason recognizes 
that religious freedom 
is a fundamental right 
of man, refl ecting his 

highest dignity, that of 
seeking the truth and 
adhering to it, and 
recognizing it as an 

indispensable condition 
for realizing all his 
potential. Religious 

freedom is not simply 
freedom of thought 

or private worship. It 
is the freedom to live 
according to ethical 

principles, both 
privately and publicly, 
consequent to the truth 

one has found.” 
—Pope Francis (June 20, 2014)
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CAN YOU HELP SAVE 
A PREBORN CHILD?

 “Baby Joshua” was saved from 
abortion and born on 4/12/14. We struggle 
to keep our prolife shelters open to provide 
a choice for over 300 pregnant women who 
call our hotline monthly. Your contributions 
can help save many of God’s innocent 
preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
P.O. Box 157 • Ramsey, NJ 07446

201-825-7277
Visit our websites:

www.severalsources.net • www.chastitycall.org

Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Peace to ‘relinquish’ Stella 
Maris Retreat property

LONG BRANCH — The 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Peace will re-
linquish the 6.8 acre Stella 
Maris Retreat Center property 
on Ocean Avenue in the Elberon 
section of Long Branch. 

Instead of selling it for pur-
poses that may be inconsistent 
with their philosophy, the Sisters 
are “investigating how this par-
cel of land could be held for con-
servation purposes in line with 
our concerns and hopes,” said 
Sister Margaret Byrne, C.S.J.P., 
congregation leader.

“We are deeply concerned for 

the fragility of the coastline and 
have seen the destructive conse-
quences of overbuilding along 
the oceanfront,” Sr. Margaret ex-
plained. “There is evidence of 
climate change with rising sea 
levels and environmental deg-
radation, and we do not wish to 
contribute to it. It is our hope that 
the property will continue to be a 
place of nurture and harmony.”

A fi rm timetable has yet to be 
established but the retreat minis-
try and other programs will con-
tinue through Dec. 31, 2015.

Sr. Margaret and Tom Schem-
ber, chairman of the board of 

trustees for Stella Maris, said 
the decision stemmed from 
damage infl icted by Superstorm 
Sandy, the fi nancial challenges 
of maintaining and restoring the 
property and the increasing age 

of the sisters.
“For 80 years, the sisters have 

given the gift of Stella Maris to 
the Long Branch community,” 
Schember said. “Through their 
conscientious stewardship, they 
have cultivated an oasis of peace 
and prayer for so many. Our 
hope is to perpetuate this healing 
ministry through an evolution 
that will honor the sisters’ mis-
sion and charism.”

The Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of Peace, based in Englewood 
Cliffs, operate education, health 
care, social justice and human-
itarian missions. They are the 
founding sponsors of Holy 
Name Medical Center and Holy 
Name Medical Center School of 
Nursing, both in Teaneck.

 Several of their ministries are 
located in Jersey City, including 
the York Street Project, an edu-
cational program for women and 
children; Saint Ann’s Home for 
the Aged; Cusack Care at Saint 
Joseph’s Home for the Blind; 
and Concordia Learning Cen-
ter for students with visual im-
pairments or multiple disabili-

ties. The congregation also has 
a presence on the West Coast, in 
the U.K. and in Haiti and El Sal-
vador.

Stella Maris was the site of 
President Ulysses S. Grant’s 
summer residence until 1884 
but the mansion was long gone 
when the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of Peace purchased the property 
in the early 1940s.

The sisters made signifi cant 
additions to the existing build-
ing, including a conference 
space and chapel in the 1990s. 
In keeping with another of their 
congregation’s tradition, the sis-
ters and their supporters planted 
organic gardens and a habitat for 
birds, butterfl ies and small ani-
mals in 2000. 

The garden and outdoor pa-
vilion were devastated by San-
dy, along with dunes and near-
ly 18 feet of shoreline. To slow 
erosion, a retaining wall will be 
built in the area where the land 
now drops approximately 20 feet 
and prohibits beach access. The 
building’s interior is also in need 
of major repairs.

Breast cancer survivor gives gifts to patients

Submitted photo
Elsie Best visits with her former caretakers, left to right, Sallie Jose, 
RN; Antonia Clemente, RN; Jennifer Sawyer, RN; Geenie Sandhu, 
RN; and Linda Schneider, RN Manager.

NEWARK—Newark resident 
Elsie Best celebrated fi ve years 
cancer-free this June. Instead of 
accepting gifts to celebrate the 
milestone, she decided to give 
back.  Best and her church group, 
the Missionary Society at Phile-
mon Missionary Baptist Church 
in Newark, brought gifts for che-
motherapy patients undergoing 
cancer treatments at Saint Mi-
chael’s Medical Center. 

Patients received gift bags 
fi lled with toiletries, warm socks, 
peppermint candies and bibles. 
Best also presented the Saint Mi-
chael’s Medical Center Founda-
tion with a check for $100 desig-
nated for the Cancer Center. 

“God kept me here for a rea-
son—to be an advocate for cancer 
survivorship,” Best explained. “I 
am truly blessed to share this gift 
and to be able to come back and 
see all of the wonderful people 
who cared for me.” 

Upon her diagnosis, Best 
sought treatment at the Cancer 
Center at Saint Michael’s and 
the Connie Dwyer Breast Cen-
ter. While undergoing treatment, 
she sat on the Cancer Center’s 
quality improvement subcom-
mittee, representing patients 
and offering suggestions for im-
proving care. She also attended 
the breast cancer support group 
which inspired to her to start 
her own support group at her 
church.  

“Talking to someone who has 
been through this before makes 
it easier to relate,” Best said. 
“We’re seeing more and more 
people fi nd the strength to reach 
out and be proactive in getting 
the help they need.” 

In the future, Best said she 
plans to continue speaking to 
those who are undergoing can-
cer treatment and share her ex-
perience, faith and story of sur-
vivorship.  

To learn more about the Can-
cer Center at Saint Michael’s 
Medical Center or the Con-
nie Dwyer Breast Center, visit 
www.smmcnj.org or call (973) 
877-5000. 

ministry through an evolution 
that will honor the sisters’ mis-
sion and charism.”

of Peace, based in Englewood 
Cliffs, operate education, health 
care, social justice and human-
itarian missions. They are the 
founding sponsors of Holy 
Name Medical Center and Holy 
Name Medical Center School of 
Nursing, both in Teaneck.

located in Jersey City, including 
the York Street Project, an edu-
cational program for women and 
children; Saint Ann’s Home for Submitted photo

http://www.severalsources.net
http://www.chastitycall.org
http://www.smmcnj.org
http://lomb.com
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Reverend Monsignor 
Robert E. Harahan, Pastor 

of Saint Elizabeth Parish, Wyckoff, 
has been appointed Headmaster 
at Seton Hall Preparatory School, 
West Orange, and director of the 

Priest Residence at the school, 
effective July 1.

Reverend Monsignor 
Michael E. Kelly, Headmaster 
at Seton Hall Preparatory School, 
West Orange has been appointed 

President of the school, 
effective July 1.

Reverend David Santos, 
Parochial Vicar of Saint 

Bartholomew Parish, Scotch Plains, 
has also been appointed Associate 

Vocations Director for the 
Archdiocese of Newark,

 effective July 1.

PASTOR

Reverend Andres Codoner-
Contell, Parochial Vicar of Saint 
Anthony of Padua Parish, Union 

City, has been appointed Pastor of 
Saint Columba Parish, Newark, and 
Administrator of Saint Augustine 
Parish, Newark, effective July 1.

Reverend James M. Manos, 
Pastor of Saint Thomas More 
Parish, Fairfi eld, and Dean of 

Essex West, Deanery 15 has been 
appointed Pastor of Saint Luke 

Parish, Ho Ho Kus, 
effective August 1.

Reverend Manoel Oliveira, 
Pastor of Saint Benedict Parish, 

Newark, has been appointed Pastor 
of Saint Mary Parish, Plainfi eld, 

effective July 1.

Reverend Robert A. 
Pachana, Parochial Vicar of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 
Bayonne, has been appointed 

Pastor of Saint Joseph Parish, West 
Orange, effective August 1.

Reverend James J. Weiner, 
Pastor of Saint Luke Parish, Ho Ho 

Kus, has been appointed Pastor 
of Saint Elizabeth Parish, Wyckoff, 

effective July 1.

Reverend James P. Whelan, 
Pastor of Saint Lawrence Parish, 

Weehawken, has been reappointed 
to a second six-year term, ending 

February 1, 2020.

ADMINISTRATOR

Reverend Marc-Arthur 
Francois, Parochial Vicar of 

Saint Patrick & Assumption/All 
Saints Parish, Jersey City, has been 
appointed Administrator of the 

parish, effective July 1.

Reverend Elky Reyes, 
Parochial Vicar of Saint Aloysius 

Parish, Newark, has been appointed 
Administrator of Saint Benedict 
Parish, Newark, effective July 1.

DEAN

Reverend Philip J. Waters, 
O.S.B., Pastor of Saint Mary of 

the Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Newark, has also been appointed 

Dean of the Essex-Central Newark 
Deanery, Deanery 20, for a term 
of fi ve years, effective July 1, 2014 

through July 1, 2019.

PAROCHIAL VICAR

Reverend Kajetan Klein has 
been appointed Parochial Vicar 

of Saint Hedwig Parish, Elizabeth, 
effective June 24.

Reverend Miroslaw Kusibab, 
Parochial Vicar of Epiphany Parish, 
Cliffside Park, has been appointed 
Parochial Vicar of Saint Stanislaus 

Kostka Parish, Garfi eld, 
effective June 18.

Reverend Jose M. Parcon, 

Offi cial Appointments 

You are reading another special printed  & online edition of 
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Advocate photo- Ward Miele 

At Newark’s Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart on May 24, Archbishop John J. Myers ordained 12 men to the priesthood. According to the Georgetown University-

based Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate of in Washington, D.C., the Church of Newark has one of the largest ordination classes in the country. Ordained 

before a joyous congregation of clergy, religious, family and friends were, left to right, Father Archibald Lindo Mabini, Father Nelson Yobani Oyola Garcia, Father Pedro 

Repollet, Father Duberley Salazar Gonzalez, Father Zachary Swantek and Father José Robinson Valencia Valencia. The Class of 2014 also includes Father Emmanuel 

Otuosoruchi Agu, Father Elvio Esteban Batista, Father Eugenio Palileo de la Rama, Father Sung Gye Hong, Father Jeong Gyeong Kim and Father Doroteo B. Layosa II. 
(See page 8 for more photos.)

1961 with the “Freedom Riders,” a group 

of courageous civil rights activists, both 

black and white, who rode Greyhound 

and Trailways buses into Alabama and 

Mississippi to challenge the Jim Crow 

segregation practices then in effect. At 

the time, Gager was a 23 year-old gradu-
ate student at Yale University.

After traveling on a bus from Mem-

J ohn Gager, Professor Emeritus 
of Religious Studies at Princeton 
University, visited Roselle Catho-
lic High School April 23 to meet 
with students in the school’s ad-

vanced placement United States history 

class, taught by President-Principal Dr. 

Robert Stickles.Gager spoke of his experiences in 

phis with eight other Freedom Riders, he 

was arrested in Jackson, MS, on June 7, 

1961, and charged with “breach of the 

peace” for entering the “colored only” 

waiting room in the bus station. He was 

then imprisoned in an isolation cell for 

two weeks at the Mississippi State Pen-
itentiary before being released, put on a 

plane, and sent back to Connecticut.
The Freedom Rides had the desired 

effect.  Prodded into action by the atten-
tion they generated, the federal govern-
ment fi nally took steps to integrate inter-
state travel.The Roselle Catholic students ques-

tioned Gager’s motivation for making 

the journey. He told them that it was 

clear to him, as it was to his fellow rid-
ers, that non-violent but active resistance 

to the evils of the Jim Crow system was 

an effective way to garner the attention of 

Americans.

Former civil rights activist visits local school

Submitted photo

Archdiocese of Newark 
ordains 12 faithful men

www.RCAN.org

Stickles was a junior majoring in re-
ligious studies at Princeton when Gager 

joined the faculty in 1968. Since studying 

under the professor, the two have main-
tained a friendship for 45 years.
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Twelve men answ
er call 

to priest
hood

Advocate photo-Melissa McNally

On Saturday, May 24, a dozen new priests will be ordained by Archbishop John J. Myers in front of a joyous crowd at 

the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. The class of 2014 includes (left to right, front row) Father Elvio 

Esteban Batista; Father Jose Robinson Valencia Valencia; Father Archibald Lindo Mabini; (middle row) Father Doroteo 

B. Layosa II; Father Emmanuel Otuosoruchi Agu; Father Eugenio Palileo de la Rama; (back row) Father Duberley 

Salazar Gonzalez; Father Sung Gye Hong; Father Nelson Yobani Oyola Garcia; Father Jeong Gyeong Kim; and Father 

Pedro Repollet. Father Zachary Swantek, inset, was in Rome when this cover photo was taken.
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At Newark’s Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart on May 24, Archbishop John J. Myers ordained 12 men to the priesthood. According to the Georgetown University-

based Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate of in Washington, D.C., the Church of Newark has one of the largest ordination classes in the country. Ordained 

before a joyous congregation of clergy, religious, family and friends were, left to right, Father Archibald Lindo Mabini, Father Nelson Yobani Oyola Garcia, Father Pedro 

Repollet, Father Duberley Salazar Gonzalez, Father Zachary Swantek and Father José Robinson Valencia Valencia. The Class of 2014 also includes Father Emmanuel 
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of Religious Studies at Princeton 
University, visited Roselle Catho-
lic High School April 23 to meet 
with students in the school’s ad-

vanced placement United States history 

class, taught by President-Principal Dr. 

Robert Stickles.Gager spoke of his experiences in 
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Welcome

Archbishop Hebda

JERSEY CITY—Saint Dominic Academy recently announced 
that members of the Academy’s national award-winning Glee Club 
will perform at the Vatican during Mass celebrated by Pope Francis 
on January 1, 2016 for the 40th International Congress of Pueri Can-
tores. The trip is sponsored by the offi cial tour operator of the Amer-
ican Federation, Classic Performances by Corporate Travel. 

Saint Dominic Academy is a member of Pueri Cantores, the of-
fi cial student choral organization of the Catholic Church sanctioned 
by Saint John Paul II. In an address to Pueri Cantores International, 
the former Pope said, “Dear ‘young singers,’ may your singing help 
you to make your life a song of praise to God….With your voices, 
your youth, with your lives, you proclaim Jesus, the Saviour….You 
are the little messengers of beauty. The world needs your singing, for 
the language of beauty moves hearts and contributes to the encoun-
ter with God.”

As a member of Pueri Cantores, the Saint Dominic Academy 
Dominoes (Chamber Choir) participated in the New York Region-
al National Catholic High School Inaugural Season Choral Festi-
val held, April 5 at Saint Malachy’s—The Actor’s Chapel located in 
Times Square, NY. They were one of fi ve Catholic high schools to 
participate in this event. 

Also in April, the Glee Club attended Fiestaval, a national music 
festival in Myrtle Beach, SC. They were acknowledged by Judge 
Mike Alverson, formally the director of the United States Na-
val Academy Band, as “among the most professional high school 
choirs he had ever heard, comparing favorably with most college 
women’s choirs.”

Saint Dominic Academy 
Glee Club heading to Rome

Parochial Vicar of Holy Redeemer 
Parish, West New York, has been 
appointed Parochial Vicar of Saint 

John Parish, Orange, 
effective June 18.

SUMMER PAROCHIAL 
VICAR

Reverend Almas 
Archangelus has been 

appointed Summer Parochial Vicar 
of Epiphany Parish, Cliffside Park, 
effective July 1 through August 31.

Reverend Dedert V. Duarte 
has been appointed Summer 

Parochial Vicar of Saint John the 
Evangelist Parish, Bergenfi eld, 

effective May 30 through August 26.

Reverend Anthony 
Onyekwelu has been appointed 

Summer Parochial Vicar of 
Immaculate Conception Parish, 

Secaucus, effective July 22 through 
September 6.

Reverend Jose Rivera has 
been appointed Summer Parochial 

Vicar of Our Lady of Victories 
Parish, Harrington Park, effective 
May 31 through September 5.

Reverend Shamus Simon has 
been appointed Summer Parochial 
Vicar of Saint Mary Parish, Nutley, 
effective July 1 through August 31.

CHAPLAIN

Reverend Yuvan A. Alvarez, 

Pastor of Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish, North Bergen, has 

also been appointed Chaplain 
of the Knights of Columbus, 
Our Lady of Fatima Council 

#15958, North Bergen, effective 
immediately.

RELEASE

Reverend Luis Orlando 
Gonzalez, Pastor of Saint 

Columba Parish, Newark, has 
been released from ministry in 
the Archdiocese of Newark to 
service in the Missio Sui Iuris 

of the Grand Turks and Caicos 
Islands for a period of three 

years. He is also being appointed 
Chancellor of the Missio Sui Iuris 

and Pastor of the Church of 
Our Lady of Divine Providence, 
Providenciales, effective July 1.

Reverend Luis P. 
Gonzalez, Pastor of Saint 
Mary Parish, Plainfi eld, has 

been released from ministry 
in the Archdiocese of Newark 
to service within the Diocese 
of Cadiz y Ceuta, Spain, for a 

period of three years, 
effective July 31.

RETIREMENT

Reverend Monsignor 
Donald E. Guenther, 

Pastor of Saint Joseph Parish, 
West Orange, has been granted 
retirement, effective August 1.

Archbishop John J. Myers has announced the following appointments:

http://www.rcan.org
http://www.RCAN.org
http://www.RCAN.org
http://www.RCAN.org
http://www.RCAN.org
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Archbishop Gerety celebrates 
75 years of priesthood

Little Sisters of the Poor, who operate Saint Joseph’s Home for the 
Elderly, assembled replicas of Notre Dame Cathedral that were 
placed on dining tables for a reception following Mass. Archbishop 
Gerety was ordained in Notre Dame, Paris, on June 29, 1939, by 
Cardinal Jean Verdier.

Father John D. Dennehy was among several archdiocesan priests 
who concelebrated.

Father Stephen F. Concannon of the Diocese of Portland, ME, and 
former secretary of Archbishop Gerety gave the homily at the cel-
ebratory Mass. “Peter Gerety was blessed by God with many gifts. 
He shared those gifts generously in his service to Jesus Christ and 
his Church,” Concannon said.

Archbishop Gerety celebrates 
75 years of priesthood
Archbishop Gerety celebrates 
75 years of priesthood
Archbishop Gerety celebrates 

Father Stephen F. Concannon of the Diocese of Portland, ME, and 

Father John D. Dennehy was among several archdiocesan priests 

Advocate photos—Melissa McNally

Bishop Robert P. Deeley, left, of the Diocese of Portland traveled to the Garden State for the Mass. 
Archbishop Gerety was named the eighth Bishop of the Diocese of Portland Sept. 15, 1969. He served 
as coadjutor bishop for the diocese from March 1966 to February 1967. 
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GREAT WORKER
Labor, Chores 
Reasonable,

Hackensack Area
Call Matt 

(201) 489-5684.

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very 
seriously any and all credible complaints of 
sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy, 
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese. We 
encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of 
sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese 
immediately so that we may take appropriate 
action to protect others and provide support to 
victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation 
of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 
Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection 
at (201) 407-3256.

How to report abuse

Help Wanted

Healthcare

Announcement

Looking for residential or assisted living 
homecare for your loved ones at low 
cost? Let us take the frustration out of 
fi nding the right person. 
We are just a phone call away. 
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160 
Ask for Lu or Gina.
Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

ACE HOME HEALTHCARE Services Offered

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
Senior Care at home is the lower cost 
alternative to nursing homes or assisted living. 
Family Care Agency Inc. provides live-in 
CAREGIVERS, allowing the comfort of their 
own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving 
NYC, NJ, CT and LI since 2000, specializing 
in placing FILIPINO caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fl uent in English with great 
references for satisfaction guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services
C a l l  K a r e n  a t  ( 9 0 8 ) 3 7 7 - 9 3 7 5

Advertising
Editorial

Marketing &
Promotion

Fundraising} GrAPhic 
DEsiGn

CRCarolyn Marti
ns-reitz

M

201-246-9005

COURAGE
An archdiocesan sponsored spiritual support 

group for persons experiencing same-sex 
attractions who desire to lead a chaste 
life in accord with Catholic teaching on 

homosexuality.
For information, call (908) 272-2307

(All calls confidential)

NOVENA

Religious community seeks FULL-TIME BUSINESS 
MANAGER for all aspects of business offi ce. This 
includes but is not limited to full accounting functions 
(payroll, payables, receipts, bookkeeping, taxes, 
fi nancial reports and budgets) as well as working with 
administration in contractor negotiations and plant 
management. Minimum Bachelor’s degree in Accounting 
or equivalent and 3 years experience in an accounting 
position. Must be knowledgeable regarding Excel, Word, 
and accounting software, preferably CYMA, and be willing 
to learn new software as needed. Salary negotiable. 
Please submit resume no later than July 25th to 
njjazzben@gmail.com

Immaculate Conception Church in Mahwah, NJ 
is currently interviewing for a FULL TIME DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC MINISTRY. Masses in English include 
Saturday at 5:30 pm, Sunday at 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am and Noon. Instruments: Digital Piano. Other 
responsibilities include Holy Days, devotions, stations and 
direction of the adult and children’s choir.  Attendance at 
Staff meetings is required.  Position requires regular offi ce 
hours during the week. Weddings and Funerals additional. 
Salary is based upon experience.  The salary range is 
$32,000 - $37,000. This position includes benefi ts - health 
insurance (medical/dental), life insurance, disability insur-
ance and pension benefi ts.  If you are interested, please
• email a Cover Letter, Resume, and References to:  
  Immaculate Conception Church at 
 churchimmaculateconception@yahoo.com
• Alternatively, send a letter with the same items by 
  regular mail to:
 Reverend Dominick J. Lenoci
 900 Darlington Avenue
 Mahwah, NJ  07430

HOUSEMOTHER POSITION- FT, LIVE-IN 
Several Source Shelters, is a Pro-Life, Christian based, 
registered 501c (3) charity organization based in Northern 
New Jersey. For over 30 years Several Sources has 
provided hope, assistance and shelter to pregnant teens/
women, needy families and homeless women.
Ideal candidate must be PROLIFE, Christian to work 
as role model for pregnant/parenting women and their 
babies. Valid/clean driver’s license and HS graduate/
some college pref’d. Generous salary, three weeks’ 
vacation (after one year) and holiday/floaterdays-
quarterly contribution to health insurance. Positions 
open immediately. 
Email-resume: sssvirginiam@gmail.com.

PRAYER TO ST. LUCY
Saint Lucy, Whose 
beautiful name Signifi es 
light. By the light of faith
which God bestowed 
upon you, Increase and 
preserve His light in my 
soul, So that I may avoid 
evil, be zealous in the 
performance of good 
works, and abhor nothing
so much as the blindness 
and the darkness of evil 
and sin. Obtain for me, 
by your intercessory with 
God, perfect vision, for 
my bodily eyes and the 
grace to use them. For 
God’s greater honor and 
glory and the salvation of 
souls. St. Lucy Virgin and 
martyr, here my prayers 
and obtain my petitions 
Amen. Prayer to be 
Published in gratitude.

M.C.

Advertise in the Sept. 10th 
print issue of 

The Catholic Advocate
Call 973-497-4201

About 30 members of Saint Mary High School, Rutherford, opted for an alternate spring break experience 
by volunteering their time and talent to the Christian Appalachian Project. The program has an active 
partnership with the Catholic Volunteer Network, which began in the Archdiocese of Newark in 1963.  
While in Kentucky, the group built a 60 foot ramp (right) and back deck for a family of nine that lives in a 
small trailer. During the week-long experience, participants not only worked to help enhance the lives of 
those less fortunate, they developed a more intimate relationship with Jesus.  The students returned with 
a deeper, richer appreciation of their faith. This effort was led by Kimberly Suchy, a faculty member and 
department head at Saint Mary High School and was supported by Principal Richard Bayhan.  

About 30 members of Saint Mary High School, Rutherford, opted for an alternate spring break experience 

Submitted photos

mailto:Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com
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mailto:sssvirginiam@gmail.com
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Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda, assisted by Father 
Sal DiStefano (right), chaplain of Oratory Preparatory School 
in Summit, celebrated the Baccalaureate Mass May 31 at Saint 
Rose of Lima Parish, Short Hills. Archbishop Hebda delivered 
the homily at the Mass for the 58 graduates and their parents.  

The Academy of the Holy Angels conducted its 134th commencement on June 1 at the school’s Demarest 
campus. The academy graduated 143 seniors, all of whom will be attending four-year colleges this fall. 
Graduating students accumulated over 24,000 hours in community service and were awarded over $20 
million in scholarships and grants. The guest speaker was Regina Gonzales Peron, J.D. , Class of 1993. 
Graduating senior Lydon Kersting, who will be attending Princeton University, delivered the senior com-
mencement speech. Christina Sivulka was chosen by her classmates to deliver the senior response. She 
will be attending George Washington University in the fall. 

Immaculate Heart Academy in Washington Township graduated 201 students at a June 1 commence-
ment on campus. Kaleigh O’Boyle was valedictorian and Danielle Cole was salutatorian. Emmy Award-
winner Tracey Wigfield, Class of 2001, was the commencement speaker.

On June 7, 50 students graduated from Academy of Our Lady, 
Glen Rock, at a ceremony held at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish in Ridgewood. The academy, a Middle States accred-

ited school and National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, 
offers academic programs for Pre-K (starting at 2 years old) 
through eighth grade. Almost $600,000 in scholarships were 

awarded to graduating students. 

On June 1, Saint Joseph Regional High School in Montvale 
graduated 115 young men at its 49th annual commencement. 
Graduates earned over $17 million in scholarship offers. Principal 
Barry Donnelly, center, is pictured with salutatorian Christopher 
O’Bryne, left, and valedictorian Christopher Ambrogio, right. 
The Saint Joseph Medal Winner was Christopher Farrell of 
Ridgefield Park, and retired Lieutenant General Ralph Jodice 
(Class of 1973) delivered the commencement address. 

The Academy of the Holy Angels conducted its 134th commencement on June 1 at the school’s Demarest 

On June 1, Saint Joseph Regional High School in Montvale 
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St. Anthony High School elects new leadership

Academy of Holy 
Angels announces 
new president

New Jersey’s adoption law has changed with regard to adoptees’ access to full birth record 
information. In the future, the names of all birth parents who placed a child for adoption in 
New Jersey will be made available to adoptees upon request unless the birth parents file a 
form with the State indicating that they do not want contact with the child. Birth parents 
who were assured anonymity previously are able to request continued privacy but to do 
so, they must complete and submit a form with the State no later than December 31, 2016.

For adoptions finalized prior to August 1, 2015:

•  Adoptees will be able to obtain an original birth certificate without involvement of the 
courts beginning January 1, 2017.

•  Birth parents have until December 31, 2016 to file a request with the State of New 
Jersey indicating that they want no contact with the child they gave to adoption. If a birth 
parent files such a request, the State Registrar will redact the birth parent’s name from 
any documents provided to adoptees. If they fail to file such a form – their identity will 
be revealed to the adoptee upon request.

•  All birth parents who request redaction will be required to update medical history infor-
mation every 10 years until the birth parent reaches the age of 40 and every five years 
thereafter.

For adoptions finalized after August 1, 2015:

•  Long-form birth certificates will be available to adoptees without redaction of a birth 
parent’s name.  

•  Birth parents, who give a child to adoption after August 1, 2015, will be able to file a 
form with the State indicating that they wish to have no contact with the adopted child 
or whether they are willing to have direct contact or contact through an intermediary.  
In all cases, in the future, birth parents will need to file with the State information about 
their medical history.

JERSEY CITY—On June 23, 
the board of trustees of Saint An-
thony High School announced 
that Robert Matthew “Bob” Hur-
ley Sr., a Jersey City native, was 
named president of the institution. 
Hurley has mentored and coached 
students, student athletes, faculty 
members and staff for 42 years at 
the urban private school.

As president, Hurley will con-
tinue to be involved in design-
ing and implementing a range 
of fund-raising and development 
programs to provide enrollment 
growth and financial stability for 
the school.  

In addition, he will be respon-
sible for approving all personnel 
matters and provide financial ap-
proval authority at Saint Antho-
ny.  Former principal Roy Corso 
retired at the end of the academic 
year.   

“We all know Bob not just as a 
great coach, but also as someone 
who deeply loves Saint Antho-

others is the very core of our phi-
losophy,” Hanlon said. “I look 
forward to working with our 
dedicated and gifted administra-
tion, faculty and staff as togeth-
er we prepare our Angels to be 
the true leaders for tomorrow’s 
world.” 

The Academy of the Holy 
Angels, founded in 1879, is a 
private, Catholic college-prepa-
ratory school educating young 
women in the tradition of the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame. 

Chad E. Broussard as Head of 
School. Broussard will be re-
sponsible for directing the aca-
demic activities of Saint Antho-
ny High School and will work 
with Hurley to assume many of 
the responsibilities for financial 
and personnel management. He 
will also serve as a member of 
the school’s board of trustees.

Broussard has 13 years of 

versity of Texas at San Antonio.  
He also attended the Harvard 
University Graduate School of 
Education National Institute for 
Urban School Leaders.

Hurley is confident the new-
ly-elected Head of School will 
bring positive changes to his be-
loved high school. “Chad Brous-
sard is a teacher and leader of 
great quality and experience 
who can bring, through his back-
ground in education and supervi-
sion, a new dimension in educa-
tional excellence to the students 
of Saint Anthony High School as 
we prepare our young men and 
women for success in college 
and life.”

Saint Anthony High School 
was founded in 1952 as a parish 
high school. It became a private 
Catholic high school in 1992 
under the auspices of the Arch-
diocese of Newark. For more 
information visit www.stantho-
nyhighschool.org. 

ny High School,” Tony Marano, 
chairman of the board, said. “We 
have all benefited from his coun-
sel and knowledge in any num-
ber of ways through the years. 
At this time we needed someone 
who has a history with the school 
and an appreciation of its various 
constituents. We concluded that 
Bob fit the bill. He plans to fo-
cus on maintaining and enhanc-
ing the values and reputation of 
the school.”

 “I’m very excited by this new 
opportunity to help maintain and 
improve the school where I’ve 
spent 42 years of my life,” Hur-
ley said. “Since two of my chil-
dren attended the school, I obvi-
ously have very strong feelings 
about Saint Anthony. I believe 
we can continue to make im-
provements that will help bring 
the school and its students to 
their full potential.”

On July 1, the board an-
nounced the appointment of 

experience as a teacher and ad-
ministrator in Louisiana, Texas 
and New Jersey. Most recently, 
he served as a supervisor in the 
Plainfield public school system.

A native of Louisiana, he 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in mass communications from 
Xavier University and a master’s 
degree in education leadership 
and policy studies from the Uni-

D E M A R E S T — M e l i n d a 
Hanlon, former principal of 
Holy Savior Academy in South 
Plainfield, was recently named 
president of the Academy of the 
Holy Angels. She began her ca-
reer as an educator in the Glen 
Rock public schools system 
working as a speech and lan-
guage pathologist and as a mem-
ber of the Child Study Team. She 
has dedicated the past 20 years 
to Catholic education serving as 
a teacher, assistant principal and 
principal in Catholic schools. 

Hanlon holds a bachelor’s 
degree in speech pathology from 
East Stroudsburg University, PA, 
and a Masters of Arts in commu-
nication sciences and disorders 
from Montclair State Univer-
sity. She also earned a master’s 
degree in educational leader-
ship and administration from 
the Catholic School Leadership 
Program of Seton Hall Universi-
ty where she is a candidate for a 
Doctor of Education degree.  

“I am so pleased to join the 
Academy of Holy Angels com-
munity where academic excel-
lence is pursued and service to 

Robert Matthew Hurley Sr. Chad E. Broussard

For more information visit www.holyangels.org. 

Melinda Hanlon

http://www.stantho-nyhighschool.org
http://www.stanthonyhighschool.org
http://www.holyangels.org
http://www.stantho


July 15, 2014 Local News 11

Principal of Academy 
of Our Lady retires

GLEN ROCK — Patricia Keen-
aghan, who has served Academy of Our 
Lady for 16 years, recently announced 
her retirement. Heather E. Schnaars will 
take over as principal of the school. 

On June 20, the last day of school, 
the Home School Association hosted a 
reception for the former principal fol-
lowing the closing liturgy. Alumni, fac-
ulty, parents and students joined in pre-
senting her with a special memory book 
and spiritual bouquet.

During the 2006 -2007 school year, 
Keenaghan was named Principal of the 
Year by the Archdiocese of Newark.  In 
September 2013, the United States De-
partment of Education named Academy 
of Our Lady a National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence. The following 
month, Keenaghan oversaw the school’s joint anniversary celebra-
tions; 90 years for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Ridgewood, 
and 60 years for Saint Catharine Parish, Glen Rock. This past spring, 
she led the way for re-accreditation by Middle States Association.  

Keenaghan inspired many after-school programs including stu-
dent council, newspaper club, quiz bowl, home economic, Lat-
in club, French club and Christian heroes club. The academy also 
boasts a strong sports program due to her support.  

“The academic accomplishments of the students are due to the 
supportive, dedicated faculty who made so much possible and were 
also instrumental with implementing a service learning aspect to the 
curriculum,” Keenaghan explained. 

Students are given many opportunities for service and this com-
mitment to serve others became ingrained in the school’s culture 
over the past decade. The academy wrote letters to veterans, sent 
care packages to soldiers, provided comfort to patients with congeni-
tal heart defects and participated in the Saint Jude Mathathon.

Father Lawrence W. 
Cull 

A Mass of 
Christian 

Burial was cel-
ebrated June 19 at 
Saint Paul Par-
ish, Ramsey, for 
Father Lawrence 
W. Cull, 71, who 
died June 14.

Following his ordination in 
1969, Fr. Cull became parochial 
vicar at Saint Paul Parish through 
1983. He went on sabbatical for 
a year after this assignment, and 
was parochial vicar at Ascension 
Parish in New Milford, from 1984 
-1985. Fr. Cull became pastor at 
Holy Rosary Parish, Edgewater, 
from 1985 to 1989 and was dean 
of Southeast Bergen (Deanery 6) 
for three years.

Fr. Cull was assigned as pastor 
at Saint Michael Parish in Cran-
ford, from 1989 to 2001, and was 
Episcopal vicar at Union Re-
gion Deaneries 22, 23 and 26 for 
four years. He was named pastor 
at Saint Paul Parish in 2001and 
served there for a decade. While 
in Ramsey, he served as chaplain 
for the police department and the 
Knights of Columbus Rev. Patrick 
F. Pindar Council No. 3962.

His ministries included mar-
riage tribunal, adult education, re-
treat and counseling. He also cele-

brated monthly Mass for members 
of Alcoholics Anonymous. While 
retired, Fr. Cull celebrated Mass at 
Saint Mary Parish, Barnegat.

Sister Mary Alicia 
Mullins, S.C.

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated June 19 at Saint 

Anne Villa, Convent Station, for 
Sister Mary Alicia Mullins, S.C., 
87, who died June 15.

A native of Jersey City, Sr. 
Mary Alicia entered the Sisters of 
Charity on Oct. 1, 1950 and was 
a member for 63 years. She grad-
uated from Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, with a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing, and from the 
Catholic University of America, 
Washington, D.C., with a master’s 
degree in nursing administration.

She was a staff member and 
assistant administrator of Nursing 
Service at Saint Joseph Hospital & 
Medical Center in Paterson, where 
she ministered for over 20 years. 
She also served as administrator at 
Saint Vincent Hospital, Montclair. 

Sr. Mary Alicia was a patient 
representative at Saint Elizabeth 
Hospital, Elizabeth; evening su-
pervisor at Saint Vincent Nursing 
Home, Montclair; and staff mem-
ber at Mother Seton Residence, 
Montclair. She later volunteered 

at Saint Joseph Regional Medical 
Center. She moved to Saint Anne 
Villa in 2012 where she resided 
until her death.  

Sister Therese 
Martin Hanily, S.C.

A Mass of 
Christian 

Burial was cel-
ebrated June 17 at 
Saint Anne Villa, 
Convent Sta-
tion, for  Sister 
Therese Martin 
Hanily, S.C., 100, 
who died June 12.

Born in Newark, Sr. Therese 
Martin entered the Sisters of Char-
ity on March 19, 1933 and was a 
member 81 years. She graduated 
from the College of Saint Eliz-
abeth, Convent Station, with a 
bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education. 

Sr. Therese Martin served as 
a teacher at Our Lady of Grace 
School, Hoboken; Saint Rose of 
Lima School, Short Hills; Saint 
Patrick School, Newark; Saint An-
toninus School, Newark; Star of 
the Sea Academy, Long Branch; 
and Holy Cross School, Harrison. 
She retired to Saint Anne Villa in 
1992 where she resided until her 
death.  

Submitted photo
Gifted and talented scholars and artists in grades six through eight from Saint Joseph the 
Carpenter School in Roselle recently visited Trailside Nature Center, Mountainside, to learn about 
aquatic life. The trip was fully funded through a grant from the Target Corporation.  Students 
learned firsthand about the wide variety of organisms that thrive just under the surface of lakes 
and ponds. Using dip nets, students caught, studied and released a variety of marine animals. 
After returning to school, students spent the afternoon learning about the Japanese printmaking 
technique Gyotaku and creating a series of beautiful prints.  

Obituaries
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Saint Mary Parish, Barnegat.
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Specialists in:

Parish and Organization Group Travel

400D Lake Street, A-1, Ramsey, New Jersey 07446
Telephone: 201-825-3725      Fax: 201-825-3727

E-mail: greatexinc@verizon.net

� e Following “Great Experiences” In Travel Are Available:
Destination 2014   Spiritual Director

Madrid, Spain. . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 24-29  . . . . . . Prof. John Coverdale
  (The Beatifi cation Of Alvaro Portillo)
Assisi & Rome  . . . . . . . . . . . Sept.28-Oct. 9. . . . Fr. Tom Hartle, O.F.M.
Cruise:

Canada (Queen Mary 2). . . Oct. 16-26 . . . . . . . Fr. John Mc Crone
Germany & Austria. . . . . . . . Oct. 12-21 . . . . . . . Fr. Charles Perricone
Santiago De Compostela 
& Fatima. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16-25 . . . . . . . Fr. John Gabriel  
Holy Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 23-Nov. 2 . . . . Fr. Benny Prado
                                        2015
Holy Land & Rome  . . . . . . . . March 18-27. . . . . . Fr. Gerald Hahn
Spain  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 12-24  . . . . . . . Fr. Bob Colaresi, O.Carm. 
Holy Land. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 13-23  . . . . . . . Msgr. William Benwell 
Italy (Florence,   . . . . . . . . . . . April 16-24  . . . . . . . Fr. James Brown
   Assisi & Rome)
St. Teresa Of Avila. . . . . . . . . Oct. 29-Nov.12. . . . Daniel Chowning, O.C.D.
   In Spain  Steven Payne, O.C.D.
                    Patrick Mc Mahon, O.C.D.

Submitted photo
Academy students, par-
ents and faculty cele-
brated with Keenaghan 
at her retirement recep-
tion on June 20.

mailto:greatexinc@verizon.net
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125TH ANNUAL

Feast of St. Rocco
Sunday, August 17, 2014

St. Joseph’s Church
5 Monroe Street

New York, New York 10002
(212) 267-8376

Sponsored by the St. Rocco Society of Potenza, Inc.

12:00 noon
Mass in honor of St. Rocco

1:30 pm
Procession of St. Rocco through 

the streets of Little Italy

6:00 pm
Live Entertainment & Food for sale 

in Church basement
Proceeds to benefit St. Joseph’s Church 
For more information call (212) 267-8376

or visit our website www.stroccosociety.com

Stephen S. LaRocca, Esq., President St. Rocco 

Society of Potenza, Inc., (212) 785-8127

Caldwell University 
begins new chapter

CALDWELL—After 75 years, Cald-
well College is now Caldwell Universi-
ty. The university offi cially rolled out its 
new name and logo on July 1.

“It is a new day and thrilling for all of 
us, especially for everyone who worked 
on the rigorous process to get us to this 
point,” said President Nancy Blattner. 

Blattner received offi cial notifi cation 
from the New Jersey secretary of higher 
education Dec. 9 that the college’s pe-
tition to change its name had been ap-
proved. The institution waited to offi -
cially launch its new status at the start 
of the 2014-15 fi scal year to prepare 
marketing and signage materials.

The new branding campaign, which 
focuses on “a defi ning moment,” is fea-
tured in radio, newspaper and online 
advertising, said Joseph Posillico, vice 
president of enrollment management and 
communications, who led the effort.

“This is certainly a defi ning mo-
ment in many ways for Caldwell,” said 
Blattner. “We are celebrating our 75th 

anniversary; we have added two new 
doctoral programs in educational lead-
ership, and our strong master’s pro-
grams are graduating students who are 
doing outstanding work in their fi elds. 
In the fall we will be greeting our larg-
est freshman class and we will have the 
most students we have ever had living 
on campus.”

Among the benefi ts of the name 
change: “students who want to go on to 
graduate school or who graduate from 
one of our master’s or doctoral pro-
grams, there is prestige in graduating 
from a university,” Blattner said.

“The university is still committed 
to its Catholic identity and Dominican 
heritage and its core values of respect, 
integrity, community and excellence,” 
she added.

Celebrations for university status 
and the 75th anniversary will be held 
Homecoming Weekend on Friday and 
Saturday, Sept. 19 and 20, and through-
out the academic year.

Caldwell University 

Submitted photo
On June 26, the New Jersey Catholic Conference along with the Anti-Poverty 
Network, AARP and other advocacy groups spoke in favor of S-1899 which 
restored benefits to many New Jersey residents under the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. Father Timothy Graff, left, director of the Archdiocese of 
Newark’s Office of Human Concerns, spoke at the press conference along with 
Adele H. LaTourette, director of the New Jersey Anti-Hunger Coalition. The bill 
passed later in the day and is now waiting Governor Chris Christie’s signature. 
The bill requires the state Department of Community Affairs to make administra-
tive changes to the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. Budgetary 
resolutions are being considered to assure that $3.2 million is available for food 
stamps for about 177,000 families.

http://www.stroccosociety.com

