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‘Another way for me to serve the Church’

Bishop da Cunha selected as vicar general
By Michael c. GaBriele
Editor

High School
Graduation
Ninety-seven percent of the 2,954
graduates of the 30 Catholic
secondary schools in the
Archdiocese of Newark are
heading off to colleges and
universities around the country.
Members of the Class of 2013
earned more than $297 million
dollars in academic grants and
scholarships. Good luck to all!

Inside

NEWARK—Archbishop John J. Myers has selected Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., as the
new Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Newark.
The announcement was made June 6 during an assembly of staff at the Archdiocesan Center. Bishop da
Cunha has served as one of four auxiliary bishops in
the Archdiocese of Newark.
James Goodness, director of communications, explained that a vicar general is the principal deputy of
the bishop of a diocese for the exercise of administrative authority and possesses the title of “local ordinary.” As vicar for the archbishop, the vicar general
exercises the archbishop’s ordinary executive power
over the entire archdiocese.
“Bishop da Cunha’s long history with the
Archdiocese of Newark, both as a priest and pastor serving in urban parishes, and with his work in
the fields of Evangelization and the New Energies
Parish Transition Project, have given him a full understanding of the breadth and depth of the archdiocese, its clergy and its people,” Archbishop
Myers said. “Since his ordination as an auxiliary
bishop in 2003, I have benefited from his expertise
and counsel over the years, and look forward to his
serving as my vicar general.”

For Bishop da Cunha, the role of vicar general
will be an extension of his ministry. “It’s another way
for me to serve the Church and the archdiocese,” he
said during an interview in his office, one day after
the announcement was made. “I was very happy to
see the positive responses from priests throughout the
archdiocese and from the chancery staff.”
Ordained 31 years ago to the priesthood for the
Society of Divine Vocations, Bishop da Cuhna said
service is a core component to the Vocationist spirit.
“As Vocationists, we are always taught to serve the
Church. This has always been a part of what I do as
a priest and a bishop. Being the vicar general will be
a different way of serving the Church.”
He acknowledged that his service now will involve more administrative duties, working with the
archbishop. He said that, as vicar general, his responsibilities will have an expanded perspective, much
like when a classroom teacher becomes the principal
of a school. “As an auxiliary bishop, my main concern was with Essex County. As the vicar general, my
focus is now all four counties of the archdiocese.”
As for practical insights into the affairs of parishes, school and organizations, Bishop da Cunha said
he was draw upon his experience as the chair of the
Archdiocese of Newark’s New Energies Parish
Transition Project. “I’ve gained valuable experience
Continued on page 12
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FaMily POrTraiT—Rev. Msgr. Francis R. Seymour, K.H.S. (center) is surrounded by his family on the steps of the Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark, following his golden jubilee Mass June 9 celebrating his 50 years in the priesthood. Archbishop Emeritus Peter L. Gerety—
one month away from celebrating his 101st birthday—presided at the Mass, while Bishop Manuel A. Cruz delivered the homily. “He’s a priest’s
priest,” Bishop Cruz said of Msgr. Seymour. “He always puts the needs of others and the needs of the Church before himself. His dedication
comes not just from his duty as a priest, but flows from his vocation. I know he has a profound sense of gratitude for his priesthood and his faith.
It is a gift from God. I am honored to call Msgr. Seymour a brother priest.” See page 11 for a feature on Msgr Seymour’s years in the priesthood.
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AWARD WINNERS—RENEW
International, Plainfield, held its 12th annual fund-raising dinner June 6, at the
Pleasantdale Chateau, West Orange.
Sister Terry Rickard, O.P. (second from
left), RENEW’s president and executive
director, presented awards to three individuals who have played a significant
role in fostering the organization’s mission of spreading Gospel values in daily
life. Michael Catanzaro (left) received
RENEW’s President’s Award for advancing RENEW’s mission of evangelization, spiritual renewal, and faith formation. Father Joseph G. Healey, M.M.,
an American Maryknoll missionary priest
who works in Africa, garnered the Msgr.
Thomas A. Kleissler Award, named in
honor of RENEW’s president emeritus
and co-founder. This award exemplifies
the remarkable qualities of Msgr.
Kleissler: a visionary spirit of Church renewal, commitment to justice as integral
to faith, dedication to the formation of
lay leadership, and the building of small
Christian communities. Lisa Marie
Meehan accepted the Spirit of RENEW
Award, given to a person who exemplifies Catholic values central to the mission of RENEW through word and deed.
Advocate photo—M. Gabriele

‘Fortnight’ campaign: time
to mull religious freedom

IN REMEMBRANCE—The
annual Memorial Day Mass
and program of Montclair
Knights of Columbus
Council No. 1277, held at
Immaculate Conception
Cemetery, Upper Montclair,
featured participation by
members of Boy Scout
Troop 8 including, left to
right, Mason Preuninger;
Jim Ward and Andrew
Roccamo. Delivering remarks is Sir Ed Gaffney
and seated is guest speaker Sir George H. Miller, Jr.
Miller is a past grand knight
(PGK) and trustee. Gaffney
is the activities chair of
Council No. 1277 and has
organized the event since
2007. Miller, wearing a Civil
War cap, recited President
Abraham Lincoln’s Nov. 19,
1863 Gettysburg Address.
“…that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain; that
this nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of
freedom; and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall
not perish from the earth.”
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WASHINGTON (CNS)—The second annual “Fortnight for
Freedom”—a 14-day period of prayer and fasting organized by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, designed to raise awareness of challenges to religious liberty—will run June 21 to July 4.
The observance kicks off with Archbishop William E. Lori of
Baltimore celebrating an evening Mass June 21 at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in
Baltimore. It will conclude with a noon Mass July 4 to be celebrated by Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
the nation's capital.
The Fortnight for Freedom Web site (posted above) has details
of events and suggested activities for parishes and families, as
well as fact sheets, educational resources and suggested prayers
for the observance.
The Archdiocese of Newark will participate in the campaign
with Holy Hour devotional services. For Bergen County, Bishop
John W. Flesey, S.T.D., will preside on Wednesday, June 26, 7
p.m., at Most Blessed Sacrament Parish, 787 Franklin Lake Rd.,
Franklin Lakes. For Essex County, Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha,
S.D.V., will preside on Tuesday, June 25, 7:30 p.m., at Saint
Philomena Parish, 386 South Livingston Ave., Livingston. For
Hudson County, Bishop Thomas A. Donato will preside on
Monday, June 24, 7 p.m., at Saint Henry Parish, 82 West 29th St.,
Bayonne. For Union County, Bishop Manuel A. Cruz will preside
on Sunday, June 30, noon, at Saint Bartholomew Parish, 2032
Westfield Ave., Scotch Plains.
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New monthly magazine to debut in fall

Catholic Advocate to cease publication
Dear Readers,
The June 19, 2013 edition of The
Catholic Advocate is the last one that
you will receive in the mail or pick
up at the back of the church after
Mass.
For a number of years now, we
have struggled to manage or contain
the costs of producing The Catholic
Advocate. Unfortunately, we have
not been able to meet those expenses through advertising and subscription income or donations alone.
Although staff has done everything
possible to improve efficiencies in
production, printing and distribution, readership has continued to
fall. Further, the Archdiocese has
had to provide several hundred
thousand dollars annually to make
up the difference between expenses

and revenues– a practice that cannot
continue at a time when other ministries are in need of funding.
The Catholic Advocate is not
alone in this situation. Numerous
publications—both diocesan and secular—across the country are facing
similar challenges. Although The
Catholic Advocate has served the
people of this Archdiocese well for
more than 60 years, a new way of
communicating is necessary.
Print Publications Still Important
We know that print communications are still highly valuable ways to
“speak” to the full range of parishioners in the Archdiocese. For that
reason, we will introduce in October
New Jersey Catholic, a new glossy
color monthly magazine published in

You’ll be hearing more about New
Jersey Catholic in the weeks to
come, and we hope you will support
it financially.
A Move to On-line
Communications
It is important to develop new
forms of communications with the
people of the Archdiocese about
what is happening in the
Archdiocese and in the Universal
Church. For that reason, later this
summer, The Catholic Advocate
will resume publication as an online newsletter. Through the
Internet, The Catholic Advocate
Online will keep current and future
readers in touch with what is happening in the parishes, schools and
agencies of the Archdiocese, as well

Jim Goodness, KHS
Director of Communications

Benedictine Monks of Newark Abbey

CSE institute
to run during
month of July
MORRISTOWN—The Center for Ministry and Spirituality
at the College of Saint Elizabeth
(CSE), 2 Convent Rd., will host
its annual summer institute,
which features retreats, lectures
and courses July 8-20.
The institute programs bring
together distinguished speakers
and presenters for two weeks of
morning (from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.) and/or evening courses
(from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.), which
may be taken as credit or noncredit college courses.
The two-week institute also
features several retreat opportunities. A twilight retreat, “The
Spirituality of Aging,” is scheduled for Wednesday, July 10 from
3 to 8 p.m.
A midday Sabbath retreat,
“The Soul of the Caregiver,” will
be held for all direct healthcare
workers, support personnel and
leaders on July 11 from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
The Saturday July 13 retreat,
“Your Next Big Thing; Facing
Your Next Step with Passion and
Purpose,” takes place from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. The Saturday July 20 retreat, “From Student to Sainthood:
The Spiritual Journey of Sister
Miriam Teresa, S.C.,” will be held
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., followed by
Mass in Holy Family Chapel.
For more information about the
summer institute, call the CSE
Center for Ministry and Spirituality at (973) 290-4302 or visit
www.cse.edu/summerinstitute.

partnership with Faith Catholic
Publishing and Communications.
Faith Catholic produces magazines
for some two dozen dioceses, colleges and religious communities.
Through New Jersey Catholic,
readers will be treated to stories and
articles that are more “formational”
than informational. We’ll focus on individual faith stories from
Archdiocesan Catholics, highlight the
benefits of being Catholic, and explore Catholic faith and spirituality.
Columns on parenting, workplace issues and many other topics will help
you apply faith to everyday life.
All recipients of The Catholic
Advocate will automatically begin receiving New Jersey Catholic when it
debuts this fall. We know you will
enjoy its new focus and outlook.

as with significant Archdiocesan
events and activities.
We also maintain a presence on
the Internet through Facebook and
blogs, and you can reach those social media sites by logging on to
www.rcan.org. What’s more, New
Jersey Catholic will have an on-line
presence as well to round out our
communications.
These new ventures allow us to
bring information about the
Archdiocese to new audiences and
to a wider range of options such as
smart phones and other devices.
I thank all of you, on behalf of
The Catholic Advocate staff, for
your faithful readership over the
years. We look forward to your enjoying many new years of faithfilled reading about this local
Church of Newark using our new
on-line and print publications and
resources.

Weekday Services in St. Mary’s Church
5:00 a.m.
6:00 a.m.
11:40 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Morning Prayer
Midday Prayer
Community Mass
Sung Vespers

520 Dr. M.L. King Boulevard, Newark, NJ
(973) 792-5786 or visit www.newarkabbey.org

Holy
Holy Land
Land

Franciscan
Franciscan Pilgrimages
Pilgrim
mages
age
Bringing pilgrims to the Holy Land for over 100 years

When Jesus turned around and noticed
them following Him,
He asked them,
“What are you looking for?”
They said to Him, “Rabbi,where
do you stay?”

HOL
LY LAND & JORDAN

“Come and see,”
He answered.

September 6 - 16, 2013 ($3,750)

John 1:38-39

October 23 - November 1, 2013 ($3,498)

Have you considered following
after Jesus
as a Priest, Sister or Brother...?

November 5 - 14, 2013 ($3,592)

HOL
OL
LY LAND
HOL
OL
LY LAND

HOL
LY LAND & JORDAN
December 1 - 11, 2013 ($3,592)

EGYPT

Fr. John Gabriel, Vocations Director
The Vocations Office
171 Clifton Ave. •P.O. Box 9500
Newark, NJ 07104-0500
(973) 497-4365

January 20 - February 1, 2014 ($3,268)

HOL
OL
LY LAND

February 14 - 23, 2014 ($3,350)
Based on JFK
FK N
Neew Y
Yoork departures

www.holylandpilgrimages.org
www.
.holylandpilgrimages.org
1-800-566-7499 | info@holylandpilgrimages.org
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Rally in Bloomfield
generates energy for
WYD gathering in Rio
VATICAN CITY and NEWARK (CNS)—Much like their counterparts in countries around the world, young adults and teenagers in the
Archdiocese of Newark are gearing up for the World Youth Day (WYD)
celebration, to be held July 23-28 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The archdiocesan Office for Evangelization sponsored an all-day,
pre-WYD rally June 8 at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish in Bloomfield.
Pope Francis will fly to Rio de Janeiro July 22 and spend his six-day
visit in or around the city, except for half a day in Aparecida, where he
will pray in the Basilica of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida,
Brazil’s principal patron saint. He will visit a hospital and a notorious
“favela” slum and meet with Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff and
Latin American bishops. Pope Francis will participate in WYD events
such as a July 25 evening service at which the youth officially welcome
the pope; the Way of the Cross service July 26; the nighttime vigil July
27; and the closing Mass July 28.
Father Bismark Chau, associate director of youth and young adult
ministry for the Archdiocese of Newark, is working with Bishop Edgar
M. da Cunha, archdiocesan vicar general, to organize a pilgrimage to
WYD. Bishop da Cunha hails from Brazil.
Interviewed last year (see The Catholic Advocate, Oct. 24, 2012), Fr.
Chau expressed his excitement regarding preparations for WYD.
“People from all over the world come together in one place to share in
their love of Christ and the Church. It is a witness to the world of our faith
and that doesn’t happen very often. WYD shows that there is hope for
our world. Everyone joins together in prayer. We all may speak different
languages, but we all unite in the sign of the cross. It’s a language we all
share and it’s beautiful.”
For more information about the archdiocesan pilgrimage to WYD,
contact Fr. Chau by phone at (201) 998-0088, ext. 4147, or e-mail
(chaubism@rcan.org).

Advocate photos – Ward Miele

Young people from throughout the four counties of the Archdiocese of Newark participated in a colorful, flagwaving WYD rally June 8 at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish, Bloomfield, which was organized by the archdiocesan Office for Evangelization. Also in conjunction with WYD, the archdiocese will host a celebration
July 27 at the Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center, 499 Belgrove Dr., Kearny. Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha,
Vicar for Evangelization, who recently was named the archdiocese’s new vicar general (see story on page
one), welcomed rally participants via a video presentation. Bishop da Cunha cited WYD in his native Brazil
as the opportunity for young people from across the globe to “come together to celebrate their faith.” He went
on to stress “you are the hope of the Church.” Bishop da Cunha advised the young people to “never forget
how important Jesus Christ and faith is in your life.” WYD will be held in Rio de Janeiro July 23-28. Founded
by the Portuguese in 1502, Rio is Brazil’s second-largest city. Brasília is the capital city of Brazil.

A TIMELESS WARRANTY

ONLY FROM YOUR EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZED ROCK of AGES MEMORIALIST

Michael L. Castoral
NJ Lic. No. 4305

MONUMENTS MARKERS MAUSOLEUMS

Chapman
Schinestuhl
& Swick
Serving
Central NJ
for 70 Years

McHUGH - TULLY MEMORIALS
• PLUMBING • HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• OIL TO GAS
CONVERSIONS
• EMERGENCY SERVICE
• VIDEO
PIPE INSPECTIONS
William SchinestuhlNJ Plumbing Lic. #6073
Thomas SwickNJ Plumbing Lic. # 6848

36 North Ave East
Cranford, NJ

908.276.1320

214 Ridgedale Ave., East Hanover

1-800-924-0514 • 1-800-698-2429 • mchughmem@aol.com

LINCOLN MONUMENT COMPANY
405 Orange Rd., Montclair • 220 Lenox Ave., Westfield

1-800-854-1330 • www.lincolnmonuments.com
SEALMARK

DESIGNERS • FABRICATORS • ERECTORS • BRONZE & GRANITE MARKERS • CEMETERY LETTERING
RALPH RULLIS, Jr., C.M. - CERTIFIED MEMORIALIST
(as featured in the New York Times article - in person)
Our Credentials Also Include 29 Design And Industry Awards For
Excellence In Marker, Monument And Mausoleum Design

Serving all Cemeteries and Families
Like Yours Since 1919
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS DINNER—The Bergen County
Archdiocesan Union of Holy Name Societies held its 66th annual spiritual directors dinner April 23 at the Royal Manor,
Garfield. Father Eugene J. Field, pastor of Our Lady of the
Visitation Parish, Paramus, served as the moderator and
keynote speaker for the dinner. A highlight of the evening was
a presentation of a $500 check to Father Kevin E. Carter, the
pastor of Saint Margaret of Cortona Parish, Little Ferry. The
parish, which recently celebrated its 100th anniversary (see
The Catholic Advocate, May 8), absorbed extensive damage
last fall during “Superstorm” Sandy. In addition, Gerald DeVine,
the third vice president of the National Association of the Holy
Name Society, Baltimore, attended the event. Donald J. Stein
is president of the Bergen County chapter. Pictured at the gathering are (top photo, left to right) Deacon Albert Gantor, Saint
John the Baptist Parish, Hillsdale; Father Joseph C. Doyle,
pastor of Saint Anne Parish, Fair Lawn; Fr. Carter; Fr. Field;
Father Minhyun Cho, the pastor of Saint Michael Parish,
Palisades Park; and Father Richard J. Kelly, the pastor of Saint
Paul Parish, Ramsey. Pictured in the bottom photo are (seated, left
to right) Frank Cavallo, Holy Name marshal, a member of Saint
Francis of Assisi Parish, Hackensack; Marie Stein, corresponding
secretary, Saint Joseph Parish, Bogota; Matthew Noble, second
vice president, Saint Anne Parish; Stein, Saint Joseph Parish; Elton
Ekstrom, first vice president, Saint Anne Parish; Joyce Esposito,
treasurer, Saint Joseph Parish; (standing, back row) Steve
Liszewski, recording secretary, Saint Philip the Apostle Parish,
Saddle Brook; and Fr. Field. As stated on the Web site of the national organization, Holy Name societies throughout the United
States—a confraternity of the Catholic Church—are committed to
helping its members grow in holiness through devotion to the most
Holy Name of Jesus. Members of this fraternity are called to be
leaders; to nourish their souls on Sacred Scripture; to increase their
desire for divine love through prayer; and to lead their families,
friends and members of their communities to Jesus by through acts
of charity and piety. In addition, members of Holy Name societies
are urged to support their local parish ministries by becoming involved in Corporal Works of Mercy. The group’s patron is Blessed
John of Vercelli, who entered the Dominican Order in the 1240s.
Call Donald Stein, a Lodi resident, at (973) 340-4824 for more information on the Bergen County organization.
Submitted photos

• Sacred Heart, Bloomfield •
The Parishioners and clergy
of Sacred Heart
wish to congratulate

Fr. Daniel Danik
on his 65th Anniversary and

Bishop Dominic Marconi
on his 60th Anniversary
of Ordination
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Official Appointments

Archbishop John J. Myers has announced the following appointments:
ARCHDIOCESAN
AGENCY MINISTRY

ed Vicar General for the Archdiocese
of Newark, effective June 7.

Archdiocese of Newark for a fiveyear term, effective June 3.

Most Reverend Edgar M. da
Cunha, S.D.V., D.D., Regional
Bishop for Essex County and Vicar
for Evangelization, was also appoint-

Reverend Monsignor Michael
A. Andreano, Chancellor and
Secretary to the Archbishop, was
reappointed a Consultor of the

Reverend Giovanni Rizzo,
J.C.L., has been appointed full-time
to the Metropolitan Tribunal for
the Archdiocese of Newark with

June 19, 2013

residence at St. Peter Rectory,
Belleville, effective July 29.
PAROCHIAL VICAR
Reverend John R. Hyatt, S.J.,
has been appointed Parochial Vicar
of St. Aedan: St. Peter’s University

Parish, Jersey City, effective July 31.
Reverend John J. Prada,
Parochial Vicar of St. Mary, Star of
the Sea Parish, Bayonne, has also
been appointed Parochial Vicar of
St. Andrew Parish, Bayonne,
effective July 1.

Classifieds
Help Wanted

NEED A PRO-LIFE LIVE-IN ASSISTANT HOUSEMOTHER
— Several Sources Shelters, a non-profit, non-sectarian shelter for
pregnant women is seeking a kind, compassionate individual, willing to
serve God through those we help. Generous vacation + clothing
allowance. Driver’s license required. For job description, contact
Jasmine Quinones at 201-818-9033.
E-mail resume to shlssf@aol.com

Healthcare

Services Offered

ACE HoME HEAltHCArE

SENIOR CARE AT HOME

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your
loved ones at low cost? Let us take the frustration out of
finding the right person. We are just a phone call away.
Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160
Ask for Lu or Gina.
Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

Senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes or
assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides live-in CArEGiVErS,
allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI since
2000, specializing in placing FiliPiNo caregivers, nannies,
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fluent in English with great references for satisfaction
guaranteed.
For our personalized placement services

Call Karen at (908)377-9375

Wanted to Buy

Your Classified Could Be Here
Call 973-497-4203 Ask for Mona

K

Joseph Z.Konopka
Funeral Home LLC

Serving all
communities
for over
50 years

MAHoGANY FUrNitUrE
Dining rooms, bedrooms, breakfronts, secretaries. One
piece or complete contents. Call Bill (973) 586-4804.

Grove St. & Mt. Hebron Rd.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey

Lizabeth S. Konopka, CFSP, Manager

Serving the Catholic Community of Northwest
Essex County since 1895

(973) 744-5939

NJ Lic. No. 3060

2013 D&A
2013

ARCHDIOCESE
OF NEWARK

YEAR OF FAITH

How to report abuse
The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible
complaints of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, Religious and lay
staff of the archdiocese. We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of
sexual misconduct to inform the archdiocese immediately so that we may
take appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims of
sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may
do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at
(201) 407-3256.

171 Clifton Avenue • P.O. Box 9500 Newark, NJ 07104 • 973-497-4200

DIRECTORY & ALMANAC

 

and
  

PrAYEr to St. ClAirE
Ask St. Claire for three favors; one business and two impossible. Say
nine Hail Mary’s for nine days with a lighted candle. Published the
ninth day “May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, adored, and
glorified today and every day.” Requests will be granted no matter
how impossible they seem. Publication must be promised.
l.o.r.

Immaculate Conception
Cemetery and Mausoleum

9046 Palisade Ave. No. Bergen,NJ 07047

(201) 865-0923

Novenas

$28.00

(includes
Shipping
&
Handling)

Order your copy of the 2013

Directory & Almanac

NOW while supplies last!
Name:__________________________________________________________________
Company:_______________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________State:_____ Zip:____________
Phone: (Area Code_______) ________________________________________________

The DIRECTORY & ALMANAC of the
Archdiocese of Newark has approximately
200+ pages, the D & A lists data on all
parishes, Archdiocesan offices & agencies,
organizations, commissions, high schools &
elementary schools, cemeteries, seminaries,
Catholic colleges & university, Religious
communities and hospitals within the
Archdiocese of Newark.

Fax:___________________________E-mail:___________________________________
Quantity: ________________ x $28.00 = __________________
Payment Enclosed:______________ CK #:_____________________________________
Make check payable to Advocate Publishing Corporation.
r Visa

r Mastercard r Discover

Exp.Date____________

Credit Card # ____________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature:______________________________________________________
We accept VISA, MasterCard & Discover
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Father Philip Latronico (center) is pictured with (left) Ercan Tozan, PPI director, and Dr. Levent Koc, the
former director, who received a special award in recognition of his leadership at PPI.

Fr. Latronico
accepts award
from the PPI
By Michael c. GaBriele
Editor

WEST ORANGE — Father
Philip F. Latronico, chairman of
the Archdiocesan Commission for
Interreligious Affairs, received the
“Peace and Understanding” award
from the Newark-based Peace
Islands Institute (PPI). The presentation was made during PPI’s
annual awards dinner, held June 2
at the Pleasantdale Chateau,
West Orange.
In addition to his role on the
Commission for Interreligious
Affairs, Fr. Latronico is the chaplain for the Community of God’s
Love, Rutherford; the youth minister and weekend assistant at Saint
John the Apostle Parish, Linden;
and the chairman of the North Jersey Christian/Muslim Association.
He grew up in Weehawken and
was ordained to the priesthood on
April 19, 1986 for the Archdiocese
of Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada,
which is the sponsoring diocese of
priests serving the Community of
God’s Love.
“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if
this happened every night of the
year, where people of different
faiths peacefully shared a meal?”
Fr. Latronico remarked during his
acceptance speech, noting those
present at the diverse gathering.
When it comes to understanding
the importance of interfaith dialogue, he said people need to
“stop, listen and understand.”
The PPI was founded in 2003
as the Interfaith Dialog Center.

May e heavens decla
the glory  God and
the ﬁrmament oclaim
his handiwork.

Reverend Richard D. Carlson

May the Lord richly bless
you in retirement.
Rev. Eugene G. Gniewyk
Thank you for your years of service
to this Church and her people.

Your support and guidance
have truly been inspirational
to us all.

Your Family of
St. Thomas More Church

We offer you our prayers
and humble thanks.

Fairfield
The parishioners of
Saint Peter Claver Church, Montclair

MSGR. MILLER RETIRING AFTER FORTY-FOUR YEARS
Miller, Pastor of St. Mary’s,
was originally from the Bronx
in New York. He is a
graduate of SS. Peter & Paul Grammar
School and then Cardinal Hayes High
School. He graduated from Fordham
University in 1955 where his relationship
with the Jesuits began. He was a graduate
of Immaculate Conception Seminary and
ordained May 31, 1969. He earned an
S.T.B. Degree from Catholic University in
Washington in June, 1969 and he has an
M.Div. in Pastoral Ministry from Seton Hall in
1983. He served in Our Lady of Mercy in Jersey
City and then Immaculate Heart of Mary in Scotch
Plains. He was the Priest Moderator and Director of
Hudson County CYO and then for the Union County
CYO for more than 15 years.

Fr.

He has been involved in CYO and Youth activities for the
past 40 years. It is through his eﬀorts that the Pee Wee
Basketball Program for young children was originated.
is program still exists in Jersey City and Scotch Plains
and is now ﬂourishing in St. Mary’s.
He was named Pastor of St. Mary, Star of the Sea in
December, 1989 by then Archbishop McCarrick. One of
the main projects that he felt was necessary was the
“Treasure e Tradition” renovation of St. Mary’s church.
In the year 2009 Father was elevated by the Holy Father to
the rank of Monsignor. Presently Fr. Miller is on the
advisory board of “All Saints Catholic Academy”, which is
currently in its ﬁh year. He continues to be involved with
the 8th grade religion classes and Conﬁrmation Program.
Father has also been very instrumental in the opening of a
Cluster Soup Kitchen. is runs on Saturday aernoons.
e supporting parishes are St. Andrew, Assumption and
St. Mary, Star of the Sea.
Father has been the chaplain for the Knights of Columbus
for the past twenty-three years and is also the chaplain of
the Hudson County Serra Club.
St. Mary’s celebrated its 150th Anniversary in 2011.

Mass of Thanksgiving
June 23
12 noon
All are Welcome!
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SERRANS CELEBRATE VOCATIONS—The 59th annual
Archbishop’s Vocation Fund Dinner of the Serra Clubs of the
Archdiocese of Newark, District 22, took place May 21 at Nanina’s in
the Park, Belleville. Archbishop John J. Myers (left photo, second
from the left), congratulated the award winners at the gathering, including (left to right) Dorothy and Rosemarie Iantosca, winners of the
Dominic F. Cundari Award. The sisters are members of the Serra
Club of the Oranges and sit on the group’s governor’s board. The
award is given to those who are dedicated to the Church, the priesthood and religious life. Neil Pagano, right, president of the Serra
Club of North Essex, received the Robert F. Shearson Award given to
someone who possesses “a deep respect for priests and Sisters.”

Pictured in the right photo, Most Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, Vicar General of Newark, was this year’s selection
for the Governors’ Award presented by Joseph F. Pagano, K.H.S., who serves as the governor of District 22.
In acceptance remarks, Bishop da Cunha cited the “wonderful gift” of Serrans, stressing their “passion for
promoting vocations.” They are, he added, “a wonderful source of support.” The Archdiocese of Newark recently celebrated the ordination of eight priests (see The Catholic Advocate, June 5). Founded in Seattle in
1935, Serra International is a global association of over 19,000 individuals in more than 30 countries, dedicated to supporting religious vocations. On May 3, 1951, Serra International was made part of the “Pontifical
Work for Priestly Vocations within the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and University Studies.” Contact
Joseph F. Pagano at (201-954-1990 or jpagano18@comcast.net) or Rose Marie Deehan at (973-762-6180;
rjdeehan@gmail.com) for more information about the Serra Clubs of the Archdiocese of Newark.
Advocate photos – Ward Miele

Congratulations
and God Bless
Msgr. William C. Hatcher
on 42 years of
Dedicated
Priestly Ministry
to the People of the
Church of Newark
As You Have Blessed the Lives of So Many
Be Assured of Our Prayers, Love & Support
on Your Well Deserved Retirement!
WE LOVE YOU & THANK YOU!

10

Senior Services & Health News

June 19, 2013

LOOKING DOWN THE ROAD—The Archdiocese of Newark’s Office
of Clergy Personnel recently held a retirement preparation and planning seminar. The gathering took place at the Archdiocesan Center
in Newark. Usually open to priests over the age of 50, this latest session was open to all active priests with the idea that planning for retirement should begin in the early years of priesthood. The presentations offered an explanation of the retirement process as contained
in the Priest Personnel Policy manual. Speakers at the forum included Rev. Msgr. Joseph Petrillo, executive director the Office of
Clergy Personnel; Father Stanley Gomes, minister to adjunct clergy;
and Rev. Msgr. Edward G. Bradley, right photo, minister to retired
priests. Doug McGuirk, director of pensions in the archdiocesan
Human Resources Office, also addressed the seminar and answered
questions on clergy retirement planning.
Advocate photos – Ward Miele

Holy Name launches program designed
to treat disabling migraine headaches
TEANECK — Holy Name
Medical Center has established a
headache treatment program for
adults, adolescents and children
who suffer from intractable migraine headaches and for whom
conventional methods of therapy have failed.
There are an estimated 28 million migraine sufferers in the
United States. Female migraine
headache sufferers outnumber

males, three to one. Neurologist
James Charles, M.D., F.A.A.N.,
F.A.H.S., certified in headache
medicine by the United Council
of Neurologic Subspecialties, is
medical director of the Holy
Name program. Under the direction of staff neurologists, intravenous medications are administered on an outpatient basis by
nursing staff specially trained in
the field of headache medicine to
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ensure maximum safety and effectiveness.
Holy Name is the only facility
in New Jersey offering infusion
therapies designed to treat to intractable headache patients of all
ages. Early intervention can reset
the brain’s headache mechanism.
Most patients require one visit;
others may need repetitive, daily
treatment for up to three days.
“Studies have demonstrated
that, with early intervention, as
soon as the patient is identified and
that patient is placed onto an appropriate treatment program, the
transformation to the malignant,
disabling forms of migraine can be
prevented,” Charles explained.
“This is a biological disease that is
often genetic. A migraine attack
lowers the threshold for more
brain attacks. More brain attacks
cause anatomic and functional alterations of the brain, setting the
stage for more frequent and debilitating migraine headaches.
“While most patients experience relief after an outpatient
treatment, there are those whose
headache attack will not terminate
after days and weeks, and there are
some chronic migraine patients
whose headaches do not respond
to oral medications,” he continued.
“The headache treatment program
at Holy Name is designed for such
patients. Children, teenagers and
adults are treated with the appropriate medications to break the vicious headache cycle and leave
our infusion center feeling better.
The long-term goal is to reset the
brain's neurochemistry so that, in
conjunction with targeted outpatient treatment, patients can go
from frequent severe headaches to
minimal headaches.”
Charles pointed out that lowering the burden of a migraine
headache starts with educating
the public, especially parents and
teachers. For more information
about migraine headache or the
headache treatment program,
contact Holy Name’s Call Center
at (877) 465-9626.
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‘Forever grateful for the Second Vatican Council’

Counting my blessings and assignments for 50 years
BY MSGR. FRANCIS R. SEYMOUR
Special to The Catholic Advocate

B

ishop Walter W. Curtis
was a Newark priest
and auxiliary bishop
before he was appointed bishop of Bridgeport, CT in 1961. Two years later
he came to our seminary in Darlington and gave us one of the regular Sunday conferences. I was
there as a deacon at the time and I
have never forgotten his message
to us that day.
Bishop Curtis began by telling
us he had just come back from the
first session of the Second Vatican
Council. Then he addressed us
with great solemnity by saying,
“Everything in the Church is going
to change. Nothing will be the
same.” My initial reaction was,
“Yeah, sure. I’ve heard that lots of
times before.” I don’t think I have
ever been more wrong in my estimation of the future than I was that
day. Bishop Curtis was not some
far-out, left-wing radical clergyman. On the contrary, he was one
of the most conservative bishops
in the country.
Bishop Curtis sure knew what
he was talking about. Many years
later I mentioned this address to
him and I remarked, “You were
right on target that day.” The bishop was not known for long-winded speeches or comments but that
day he gave me what was for him
a voluminous reply, “Yeah.”
At that time, the Mass and all
the sacraments were administered
in Latin. I remember saying several times that I hoped someday before I die there would be some
English in the liturgy. That was
1963. A year later, on Nov. 29,
1964, English readings were introduced into the Mass for the first
time. Within five years, the entire
Mass was in the vernacular all
over the world. I never thought it
would happen with such speed and
totality. Even as the liturgical
changes started to take shape, I
was certain that no matter how
much English was introduced into
the Mass, the words of consecrating the bread and wine into the
Body and Blood of Christ had to
remain in Latin. Nobody would
ever change that. Once again I
misjudged the situation.
On the other hand, I don’t
think anybody could have predicted the rapid changes that galloped through the 1960’s.
Everything in the world of those
days, not just the Church, went
through revolutionary changes

and sometimes accompanied by
extreme violence. All of a sudden
protest marches seemed to start
all over the globe. Here in our
country there were the civil rights
marches led by the Reverend
Martin Luther King. Soon thereafter, Vietnam War protesters
started marching and taking over
college campuses, many of them
occupying the administration offices of those institutions.
The Catholic Church was just
as affected by protests as the outside world was. As the changes
mandated by Vatican II were introduced into dioceses, people
protested for and against them.
Some argued against any changes
whatsoever because the Church
had to stay the same no matter
what the world did. Others thought
the changes did not go far enough.
When the latter group saw
changes in the Mass this encouraged them to hope for even more
drastic alterations, such as married
priests and women priests.
Some dioceses dragged their
feet in bringing on the liturgical
changes. Not here in Newark.
Archbishop Thomas A. Boland
was in charge here at that time. He
told me he was not personally in
favor of the changes, but since this
was what the Holy Father ordered,
he did everything possible to see
that they were observed. Every
new document from Rome for
changes was greeted here by

Yesterday and today

every previous council but it was
more obvious and prolonged this
time due to the rapid 20th century communications.
Through it all, we had the
council documents as bedrock to
build up proper attitudes toward
the constantly changing atmosphere of the world in those days.
Others threw their hands up in the
air in despair as the changes rampaging in the world overwhelmed
them. We, the Catholic Church,
could refer to the council decrees
for guidance and direction. The
Spirit of Vatican II gave us a more
rational response to the chaos surrounding us.
I am likewise grateful to

family. He communicated everything with me and gave me responsibilities that helped me grow
in maturity as a priest. Given my
youthful age at the time, I was
amazed at some of the duties he
entrusted to me. He never rebuked
me for mistakes I made, but let me
know that this was how I would
learn what ministry was all about.
We remained steadfast friends
until his death several years ago.
A couple of days after I arrived at the Saint Charles rectory,
a young lady came and told me
she was planning to get married.
She asked me what preparations
were necessary. Hard as it may be
to believe, I did not have the

Near the end of his June 9 golden jubilee Mass, Msgr. Seymour
addressed those in the Cathedral and said:“I want you to know
that when I cross the river, my last conscious thoughts will be
of the priesthood, and the priesthood and the priesthood.”
study days for the priests to acquaint them with what was coming up. Priests were then instructed to explain these matters to the
people at Sunday masses in the
weeks preceding the effective date
for the changes. Reams of material were given to the priests to prepare the people.
I mention all this turbulence
of the 1960’s to give you an idea
of the kind of world that greeted
my ordination to the priesthood.
I am forever grateful for the
Second Vatican Council. There
was enough confusion caused by
the misinterpretation of the conciliar decrees. This occurred after

Immaculate Conception Seminary
for giving my generation a firm
foundation in theological background to help us adapt to the
world wind around us. We were
given a solid base in theology that
prepared us for the new way of explaining the very old truths of our
Church.
I was most fortunate to have a
very wonderful pastor in my first
assignment as a parochial vicar
(we were called curates in those
days) at Saint Charles Borromeo
Parish, Newark. His name was
Father Joseph P. Fagan. He was
the gentlest of souls and was exceedingly kind to me as well as my

faintest idea. So I went to Fr.
Fagan for assistance. He had just
assumed the pastorate there a
couple of months before I arrived.
He had been chaplain to the
Benedictine Sisters in Elizabeth
for 17 years. He called his friend,
Rev. Msgr. James Looney, who
was our vicar general at the time.
Fr. Fagan told Msgr. Looney:
“Father Seymour just got out of
the seminary and I just got out of
the convent, so can you please tell
us what the requirements are for
marriage in our church?” The
monsignor told him about the
forms that were needed and I was
able to take it from there.

Years later when I was in the
Chancery Office, one of my principal duties was to answer questions just like this, from priests and
lay people. When they would
apologize for a question they felt
they should have known, I always
tried to ease them by telling them
of my first experience in arranging
a wedding. So I knew just where
they were coming from.
Very early in my priesthood I
learned that God has quite a sense
of humor or at least a very good
way of telling us we don’t really
know what is good for us. As I was
getting ready for ordination several people asked where I thought I
might be assigned. I told them all I
didn’t care where it was as long as
it was not the city of Newark. I still
have no idea why I didn’t like
Newark in those days. I had not
been there very often and this was
a few years before the devastating
riots of 1967. Yes, you guessed
it—my first assignment was to
the city of Newark at Saint
Charles Borromeo Parish. Oh
yeah, that was just the beginning.
For the next 37 years I was pretty much assigned to Newark,
mostly at the Chancery Office
on Mulberry Street followed by
several years at the Archdiocesan
Center on Clifton Avenue. During
all those years which began
with a dislike for Newark, I
wound up being happy every day. I
do not regret or feel sorry for any
one of those days.
God had another lesson to
teach me. When I was younger I
did not like going to a hospital. If
one of my parents were there,
sure I would go to see them, but
anybody else? Not much of a
chance. What was my primary
duty when I was at Saint Charles
Parish? Newark Beth Israel
Hospital was within our parish
boundaries so we were responsible for tending to the spiritual
needs of the patients. That pretty
much fell to me and within a very
short time I loved every bit of it. I
would bring Holy Communion to
the Catholic patients every morning around seven o’clock and
later I would visit the new arrivals
at the hospital. I thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of it, even getting up in the middle of the night
to cover an emergency.
I left Saint Charles Parish in
1969 to begin what seems like a
lifetime appointment of assisting
at various levels of administration
for the Archdiocese of Newark. I
did not request this or any other
Continued on page 24
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Summertime, and the living is rather busy

A

t this time of year, parents
and children begin to
think about the end of
school and what the summer will
bring. This often means some
type of summer camp or day care
experience, and, for the more fortunate, a time of vacation.
even though teachers and
school administrators will find
some free time to call their own,
they will also be busily planning
for opening day in September.
Registrations will continue.
Buildings may get some repairs
or improvements. Curricula will
be reviewed and enhanced. Class
lists and schedules will be reformulated.

Religious education programs
will likely offer some type of vacation bible school or teen service
project, while simultaneously
seeking new volunteers to share
the faith with our public school
children this fall.
in new Jersey, there will be
lots of repairs and improvements
ongoing in many homes, communities, parishes and schools as a
result of Superstorm Sandy. Many
shore towns will hope for enthusiastic vacationers to come and
support their recovery. A cold and
rainy spring already tarnished by
Tropical storm Andrea gives
everyone pause as to what the
summer will hold. The fearsome

tornadoes in Oklahoma further
substantiate the need for concern
over the dangers of natural catastrophes which global warming
may possibly be exacerbating.
Millions of young people from
all over the world will gather in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, next
month to observe World Youth
Day with Pope Francis (see story
on page 4). Through this marvelous experience, many will
come closer to Christ and the
Church, and some will even consider vocations to the priesthood
and religious life.
With warmer temperatures and
extended daylight, people tend to
be outdoors much more, hopefully
better interacting personally with

others rather than only by phone
or computer. A slightly more relaxed pace may provide some
extra time for prayer and reflection, or to read a good book, either
on paper or on line.
At the same time, let’s not forget the people who have to work
without a break this summer, and
those unemployed who would
love to work for peace of mind as
well as a paycheck. let’s include
them in our prayers, along with
the sick and the suffering, and our
own special intentions.
let’s rejoice in our freedoms
as we celebrate independence
Day on July 4, and delight in the
hope of resurrection as we observe Mary’s Assumption on Aug.

15. Before we know it,
September will be here!
(Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols
is pastor of St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Bergenfield, and archdiocesan vicar for pastoral life.)

Vicar general

WYD excursion will be especially
meaningful. During the last two
years Bishop da Cunha has
worked with Father Bismark Chau
to organize a pilgrimage of archdiocesan teens and young adults
for WYD (see The Catholic
Advocate, Oct. 24, 2012). in addition, Bishop da Cunha has served

tor of the vocationary—the house
of formation that the Society
maintains in Florham Park. edgar
M. da Cunha’s appointment as
Titular Bishop of Ucres and
Auxiliary Bishop of newark was
announced by the Holy See on
June 27, 2003, the Solemnity of
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Human life is preconceived by god (Jeremiah 1:5)
Marriage is defined by god. (Mark 10:6-8)
The great Tribulation is destined by god. (Matthew 24:21)
View both these Bible based discourses, “Abortion and
Same-Sex Marriage” and “Apocalypse, the Antichrist,
and Communist China” on www.youtube.com

Seeing &
Believing

Continued from page 1

in this role,” he said. “Through
new energies, i’ve come to know
our parishes in ways i would not
have known otherwise. My
knowledge and experience from
new energies will be beneficial to
me in my role as vicar general.”
Over the years, working with
various
committees,
new
energies Parish Transition Project
drafts recommendations for single,
linked, clustered or merged parish
models throughout the archdiocese.
For the near term, Bishop da
Cunha is looking beyond the confines of the garden State, to his
participation in World Youth Day
(WYD), which will be held in Rio
de Janeiro July 23-28 (see story on
page 4). Bishop da Cunha was
born and raised in Brazil, so the

Congratulations
& Best Wishes
to

Rev. Msgr. James F. Bouffard
In recognition of 42 years
of priestly service

The priests, staff and parishioners of

St. Peter the Apostle Parish
River Edge

By Rev. Msgr. Richard J. Arnhols

‘As an auxiliary bishop, my main

concern was with Essex County. As the
vicar general, my focus is now all four
counties of the archdiocese.’
—Bishop Edgar da Cunha

as the WYD liaison for the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
As a bishop/catechist, he will deliver three conference presentations at WYD.
Most Rev. edgar Moreira da
Cunha, S.D.v. was born in
Riachão do Jacuípe, Bahia, Brazil,
on Aug. 21, 1953. On March 27,
1982 he was ordained to the priesthood for the Society of Divine
vocations at Saint Michael Parish
by the late Bishop Joseph A.
Francis, S.v.D. Following his
ordination, Father da Cunha served
Saint Michael as a parochial
vicar of and director of vocations.
in 1983, when the archdiocese
entrusted Saint nicholas Parish,
Palisades Park, to the vocationist
Fathers, Bishop da Cunha was
transferred there to serve as
parochial vicar and vice superior
of the local community and at the
same time continued his ministry
of promoting vocations. in 1987
he was appointed pastor of Saint
nicholas Parish. Four years later
he was elected secretary of the
Council of the vocationist Delegation in the United States.
From 1994 until 2000, he
served as novice master and direc-

He was ordained a bishop on Sept.
3, 2003, at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Sacred Heart. He was appointed Regional Bishop for essex
County on Oct. 15, 2003 and vicar
for evangelization on May 4,
2005.
Bishop da Cunha is presently a
member of the Archdiocesan
Board of Consultors, Presbyteral
Council, and the Clergy Personnel
Board; the ReneW international
board of trustees; the new Jersey
Catholic Conference (nJCC)
board of bishops and chairman of
nJCC public policy committee.
He is also chairman of the executive committee of the new
energies Parish Transition Project
in the Archdiocese of newark, and
chairman of the Archdiocesan
evangelization Commission.
Outside of the archdiocese,
Bishop da Cuhna serves as a
member of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Subcommittee
on Pastoral Care of Migrants,
Refugee and Travelers and the
Subcommittee for the Church in
latin America. He serves as episcopal liaison to the Brazilian
Apostolate in the United States.
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Class of 2013 garners its share
of high honors and scholarships
NEWARK—As the school year comes to a
close and graduation ceremonies engage the
hearts and minds of families and friends, Dr.
Margaret Dames, secretary for education and
superintendent of schools for the Archdiocese
of Newark, beamed with pride as she announced that 97 percent of the 2,954 graduates
of the 30 archdiocesan Catholic secondary
schools were heading to colleges and universities around the country.
This fall students in the Class of 2013 will
be found on the campuses of Notre Dame,
Harvard, Georgetown, Yale, Boston College,
Penn, Holy Cross, Columbia, Fordham and
Brown. In the metropolitan area, Catholic secondary school alumni will enroll as freshmen
at Princeton, Saint Peter’s, College of New
Jersey, Georgian Court, Stevens Institute of
Technology, Caldwell, Rutgers, Seton Hall,
NJIT and Felician.
“The Class of 2013 continues the tradition
of excellence that our Catholic schools treasure as characteristic of our reputation and heritage; our graduates are well prepared for the
rigors of collegiate study,” Dames said.
Citing the high academic achievements of
students, De La Salle Christian Brother Ralph
Darmento, deputy superintendent of schools,
noted the Class of 2013 includes three finalists, 10 semi-finalists and 212 “commended
students” in the National Merit Scholarship
Program; seven students honored through the

National Achievement Program; and nine students earning distinction in the National
Hispanic Recognition Scholars program.
A survey completed for the College Board
Program shows the career aspirations of the
Class of 2013 to include accountants, architects, artists, attorneys, medical doctors and
surgeons, engineers, computer scientists,
physical therapists, college professors, elementary and secondary school teachers, early
childhood specialists, financial planners,
healthcare professionals, pharmacists, research scientists and journalists, actors and
media executives.
Several graduates indicated they were discerning a vocation to the priesthood and religious life and others, having had service learning experiences sponsored by the schools, indicated interest in volunteering with social and
educational agencies as well as aspiring to the
field of social work.
Br. Ralph said students the Class of 2013
earned more than $297 million in academic
grants and scholarships. This, he said, is further evidence to advance the research of
William Jeynes, published by the Witherspoon
Institute (2013), who found that—compared
to traditional and charter public schools—
faith-based schools have a significant academic advantage, narrower achievement gaps by
race/ethnicity and income, as well as better
student behavioral outcomes.
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COMMENCEMENT DAY—Lacordaire Academy, Upper Montclair, honored
15 graduates June 1 at its 93rd commencement ceremony. Student Council
President Hannah Mizrahi of Bloomfield gave the welcoming address, while
valedictorians, Alyssa Freitas (Cedar Grove) and Katherine Wolchko
(Garfield) spoke about family, teachers and friendships All the graduates will
be attending college and accumulated nearly $1.3 million in scholarships. In
addition to Mizrahi, Freitas and Wolchko, the list of graduating Lacordaire
seniors includes Talia Berardi (East Orange); Briana Butler (Montclair);
Coriann Cafiero (Belleville); Kendra Key (North Plainfield); Sally Khalil
(Bloomfield); Merideth Larsen (Verona); Bianca Marzullo (Montclair); Trisha
Neal (Newark); Imani Robinson (Orange); Zena Thompson (East Orange);
Abigail Ward (Passaic Park); and Chena Woodford (Vauxhall).

Congratulations 2013 Graduates of Lacordaire Academy
Congratulations to
the Class of 2013 at
Assumption Academy, Emerson
Nick Battista
Gregory Derfus
Emily Bermudez
Mehran Garoyan
James Bryant
Danielle Gibney
Carlo Camporeale
Douglas Heron
Kayla Charpentier
Eric Johnston
Keun Yup Cho
Sean McHugh
Christina Chongoushian Tabitha Rahman
Victoria Cruz
Rajeev Sinha
Nicole Dattolico Giavanna Tabbachino
Joseph Dawli
Olivia Tumino
God bless each one of you…you will
have much success in the months and
years to come! Share your light and life
with those around you!
Miss Jurevich
Principal

Students were accepted at:
Savannah College of Art and Design
Marquette University
Caldwell College
Seton Hall University
Montclair State University
College of NJ
Dean College
Meredith College
Monmouth University
The Graduates of 2013 were offered:
1.297 million in scholarships

An Independent Catholic School
Sponsored by the Dominican
Sisters of Caldwell
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Coeducational PreK-8
All Girls College Preparatory 9-12

1 5 5 L O R R A I N E AV E N U E , U P P E R M O N T C L A I R , N J 0 7 0 4 3
P H O N E 9 7 3 . 7 4 4 . 11 5 6 / FA X 9 7 3 . 7 8 3 . 9 5 2 1 / w w w. l a c o r d a i r e . n e t

155 Lorraine Avenue
Upper Montclair
www.lacordaireacademy.org
jhearst@lacordaire.net
(973) 744-1156
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High schools
celebrate
graduation
programs
BY WARD MIELE
Managing Editor

Saint Vincent Academy (SVA), Newark, awarded 65 diplomas during commencement exercises June 2. Following welcoming remarks by Sister June
Favata, S.C., SVA administrative director, salutatorian Stephanie Njeru of Newark offered the invocation. Afia Obeng of Irvington delivered the valedictory
address. Sil Lai Abrams, an award-winning writer and member of the National Association of Black Journalists, inspirational speaker and domestic violence
awareness activist, was the keynote commencement speaker. Members of the SVA Class of 2013 received more than $6 million in merit-based awards
and scholarships. SVA has been educating young women in Newark since 1869 and is a sponsored institution of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth.

Robert
Robert Argasinski
Argasinski
Joseph
Johnson
Magdalena
Lyszczak
Magdalena
Lyszczak
Ross Maertz
Ross
AidanMaertz
Murphy
Aidan Murphy

Chloe
ChloeRamirez
Ramirez
Brenden
BrendenTermini
Termini
Alexa
Williams
Alexa Williams
Nikita
NikitaWilliams
Williams

AREA—One of the biggest
days in their young lives so far,
graduation from high school, has
arrived for the Class of 2013
throughout the Archdiocese of
Newark.
High schools in all four counties of the archdiocese, with impressive college–acceptance rates,
millions of dollars in scholarships,
solid accomplishments in and outside of the classroom and a myriad array of academic achievements, are again well-prepared for
the upcoming next phase of their
journey into adulthood.
(Editor’s note: All graduation
photos appearing in this section
were submitted by the respective
schools.)

Congratulations
to the Paramus Catholic High School
Bergen County
Class of 2013!
June 2 on the Lodi campus of
They earned about $33 million in scholarships and grants!
The class wishes to thank Archbishop John J. Myers for his
support and Skype chats over the past 4 years!
425 Paramus Road
Paramus, NJ 07652
Scan the code with
201-445-4466 phone
your mobile device for
more information
201-445-6440 fax
www.paramuscatholic.com
Follow us on Twitter @ParamusCathHS

Immaculate Conception H.S.

“…educates and transforms students into young women of competence,
compassion, and commitment in a Catholic Felician-Franciscan
tradition of leadership and service.”
Immaculate Conception High School
258 South Main Street, Lodi, New Jersey 07644
(973) 773-2400 www.ichslodi.org

Congratulations Class of 2013!
A Felician Sponsored Ministry

Felician College, Bergen
Catholic High School in Oradell
awarded diplomas to the 143
members of the Class of 2013.
The previous day, Father Anthony
Ricarte, school chaplain, celebrated the Baccalaureate Liturgy in
the school gymnasium. Timothy
Paul Shaker, “first in merit” was
the keynote speaker. Kevin
Labagnara was “second in merit.”
Deek Medzadourian gave the
welcoming address. Welcoming
remarks at the Baccalaureate
Mass and reception were made by
Casey Gaarn.
Immaculate Conception
High School, Lodi, awarded
diplomas to 31 graduates on June
1 during ceremonies on the Lodi
campus of Felician College. The
keynote speaker was Aleta
Zablatzky Taylor Class of 1970.
Meghan Elizabeth Gilhooley was
the valedictorian and Natalie
Kozdron the salutatorian. The
Baccalaureate Mass was celebrated the previous day in the
Immaculate Conception Convent
Chapel by Rev. Msgr. Thomas P.
Nydegger, pastor of Saint
Philomena Parish, Livingston.
Paramus Catholic High
School held its commencement
exercises June 3 at the IZOD
Center at the Meadowlands.
Sister Mary Francis Taymans,
S.N.D., former executive director
Continued on page 16
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The jubilant Class of 2013 at Mount Saint Dominic Academy in Caldwell enthusiastically took part in the traditional tossing of their caps into the air at the end of the 117th
commencement exercises, which were held June 2. There were 64 graduates in this year’s class. Margaret Coleman was the valedictorian and Kaitlyn McMillan was the salutatorian. Sister Frances Sullivan, O.P., serves as the head of school. The academy was founded in 1892 by the Sisters of Saint Dominic.
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of the National Catholic
Education Association Secondary
Schools Department, was the
keynote speaker. Brigid
Fitzpatrick was the valedictorian,
while salutatorian honors went to
Kenya Braxton. They will be attending Providence College and
Brown University respectively.
There were 312 members of the
Class of 2013. The previous day
the Baccalaureate Mass was concelebrated by the school’s chaplains Father Donald K. Hummel
and Father Basil Lek at the school
followed by the Senior Awards
Brunch at the Glenpointe Marriott
in Teaneck.

June 19, 2013

The Academy of the Holy
Angels (AHA), celebrated its
133rd commencement exercises
on June 2 at the school’s
Demarest campus. The school
graduated 133 seniors all of
whom will be attending fouryear colleges and universities in
the fall.
Overall, the AHA class of
2013 accumulated over 24,000
hours in community service and
was awarded over $13 million in
scholarships and grants.
The graduation guest speaker
was Dr. Africa P. AlvarezMcLeod, M.D., who is an alumna
from the class of 1978. AlvarezMcLeod, an infectious disease

Christ the Teacher
Interparochial School

Valedictorian Michelle Colonia, left, and co-salutatorians Heidy Isabel, center, and Martha Devia are all
smiles after receiving their medals during Benedictine Academy’s commencement ceremony on June
1. Devia was the recipient of the Benedictine Academy Saint Scholastica Award, given to the student
who most exemplifies the faithful virtues of the Benedictine way of life. Prior to graduation, the 31 members of the Union County school’s Class of 2013 were inducted into the academy’s Alumnae Association
during ceremonies held at the Benedictine Sisters’ Saint Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth.

Fort Lee

“Congratulates”
graduates 2013

physician specializing in the treatment of HIV AIDS, challenged
the young women to “ignore the
naysayers and be persistent in
achieving their goals.”
Graduating senior, Renee
Jozanovic delivered the senior
commencement speech, which is
the highest honor bestowed on a
student at AHA. A New Milford
resident, Jozanovic was selected
on the basis of her academic

achievement and the ways in
which she embodied the AHA
philosophy in her activities, leadership roles, spirituality and service to others over the last four
years. She will be attending
Northeastern University in
September.
Nutley resident Madeline
McGovern, was chosen by her
classmates to deliver the senior response. McGovern will be attend-

ing the University of Notre Dame
in the fall as a student in the
Hesburg-Yusko Scholars Program.
Queen of Peace (QP) High
School, North Arlington, held its
commencement program June 1,
awarding diplomas to 105 graduates. Hye Jee Shin was the class
valedictorian and Zachary Santi
was the salutatorian. The QP
graduates received over $12 million in college scholarships.

3

Saint Dominic Academy congratulates the 64 members of the Class of 2013!
$8.1 million in Academic Scholarships and Grants.

525 East Main Street, Chester, NJ 07930
Tel.: (973) 598-0005 • Fax: (973) 598-0007
www.maschiofood.com

God Bless You.

Where girls learn to lead.
2572 Kennedy Boulevard, Jersey City, NJ 07304 * 201-434-5938 * stdominicacad.com
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row. Learn as if you were to live
forever.” Sawh, who will attend
Rider University, is the recipient
of the Comcast Leaders and
Achievers Award, the Montclair
Lions Club Scholarship, the
Evelyn Tracey Mathematics
Award, the Presidential Award for
Academic Excellence and was
named “Senior of the Year.”
Adam Adamson, who will attend
the New Jersey Institute of
Technology, was the class salutatorian.
Saint Vincent Academy
(SVA), Newark, awarded 65
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diplomas during commencement
exercises June 2. Members of the
SVA Class of 2013 were accepted
at more than 80 colleges and universities, earning more than $6
million in merit-based awards and
scholarships.

Hudson County
Margaret A. Dames, Ed.D.,
the archdiocesan superintendent
of schools, was the keynote
speaker June 1 at commencement
exercises for Saint Anthony
High School in Jersey City. The

ceremony took place at Saint
Anthony of Padua Parish. A day
earlier the Baccalaureate Mass
was celebrated by Rev. Msgr.
Michael A. Andreano, M.B.A.,
K.H.S., chancellor and secretary
to the archbishop. Corayma
Guerra was the salutatorian and
Jeremy Sontillanosa the valedictorian. There were 48 graduates.
The 135th graduating class at
Saint Peter’s Prep in Jersey City
received its diplomas June 14 at
Saint Aedan’s Parish also in
Continued on page 18

Congratulations Graduates

Paramus Catholic Regional High School awarded 312 diplomas to
the Class of 2013 at June 3 graduation exercises at the IZOD Center,
East Rutherford. Graduates from the Bergen County school come from
over 70 towns in North Jersey and Rockland County, NY. Some 3,500
parents, family members and friends attended the commencement ceremony. James P. Vail is the president of Paramus Catholic.

Renee Jozanovic. AHA

Saint Joseph Regional High
School, Montvale, held its commencement ceremonies at the
school June 2, awarding diplomas
to 119 graduates. Joseph
Goodwin of Hawthorne was the
class valedictorian, while
Hillsdale resident Vincent
DePinto was the salutatorian. Joel
Campo, winner of the prestigious
Saint Joseph Medal, will be attending Amherst College, MA.
This year’s class garnered over
$17 million in scholarship offers.

Essex County
The 64-member Class of 2013
at Mount Saint Dominic
Academy in Caldwell received
diplomas June 2 during the oncampus 117th commencement
exercises. The valedictorian was
Margaret Coleman. Kaitlyn
McMillan was the salutatorian.
Members of the class were accepted at 142 colleges or universi-

ties and was awarded over $10.3
million in scholarships and grants.
At nearby Our Lady of the Lake
Parish in Verona, the day before
graduation, the pastor, Father
Michael Hanly, celebrated the
Baccalaureate Mass. The awards
convocation was also held in the
Verona church.
The 84th graduation ceremony
for Immaculate Conception
High School, Montclair, took
place June 2. Gary Stetz Class of
1980, president of the school’s
board of trustees, used the occasion to thank Sister Maureen
Crowley for her 34 years of
“committed service to
Immaculate as teacher, principal
and president.” Sr. Maureen is retiring on June 30.
The Rev. Msgr. Edward M.
Farrell Distinguished Alumna
Award went to Kathleen Badillo,
Class of 1994 and director of admissions. In his introduction,
Stetz quoted noted educator,
Marva Collins. “You can pay
people to teach but you cannot
pay them to care. And caring is
what Kathleen is all about. She
cares about her students, her colleagues and her alma mater as exemplified in the time she spends
in her office, her classroom, on
her phone with parents and at
school activities.”
The Class of 2013 has received over $2 million in scholarships. Valedictorian Samantha
Sawh, in her remarks to her classmates, quoted Mahatma Gandhi:
“Live as if you were to die tomor-

GRADE 8
Front row: Michael Milano, Nashly Andreville, Jasmine Cordova, Maire Murphy, Ebony Kendrick, Sandro Lema-Santos
Second row: Dylan Brink, Garrett McCauley, Nick Patel, Frankie Damiano, Shanae Spencer, Michelle Balanescu Third Row: Sabrina Duroseau,
Jennifer Rivera , Lillian Shea, Tasneem Saeed, Bianca Stover, Franca Estimable, Destinee Clark, Dulce Gomez Fourth Row: Karl Saway,
Christopher Jones, Olasubomi Ajayi, Milo Wideman, Emmanuel Ochuba, Alex Lemus, Brantley Wyche, Mrs. Mary Ellen Chandler

- Vir Fidelis -

Saint Joseph Regional High School, in Montvale, is proud
to announce these “faithful men” are the newest SJR alumni.
Congratulations & Best Wishes to the Class of 2013!
Nicholas Anthony Amadei
Eric Scott Angeles
Brandon Manuel Baiza
Bence Pal Banyai
Salvatore Michael Bellomo
John Carew Brennan
Tyler Brooks
Matthew James Buckman
Thomas Joseph Buckman
Armando Francesco Califano
Joel Isaac Campo
Joseph Cory Cervino
John Francis Curry, Jr.
Kyle Chris D’Alessandro
Jonathan Daniel DeLuise
Robert Joseph DeMauro
John Michael Dembowski
Vincent Saverio DePinto
Thomas Michael Derr
Joseph Salvatore DiSclafani
Christopher F. Dotter
Christian Nicholas Emperio
Jeffrey Farina, Jr.
Elliot Thomas Ferris
John Thomas Ficarra
Shawn Patrick Flaherty
Sean Michael Flanagan
Anthony Joseph Fontana
Joseph Foote
Ryan James Forino

Q

Peter James Frola
Dean Gaber
Ryan Walter Gallagher
Maverick H. Gerber
Daniel Joseph Gettler
Daniel Ross Gianella
Joseph Thomas Goodwin
William Joseph Gorgone
Patrick Guirand
Anthony Charles Halko
Matthew Eric Hanson
Brendan Robert Havner
Jake Thomas Healey
Stephen Rohs Heck
Peter William Holzknecht
Ryan J. Hurler
Marcus D. Jemison
Ricky Jeune
Christopher Michael Joong
Sherman Al Julmis
Jiwon Jung
Robert Harris Kaminsky
Shawn Michael Kanwisher
Troy Neil Kay
John Ralph Keefe
Sean Thomas Kelly
Thomas Joseph Kemly II
Joseph Raymond Kerwin
Andrew Joseph Keyes
Nicholas Alexander Keyes

Brian Joseph Kievit
Sean Edward Knepper
Matthew Paul Kozuch
Zef Toma Krasniqi
Bartosz Jan Lasecki
Peter Nicholas Lazzaro
Christopher John Lesica
Jonathan Joseph Licata
Brian Patrick Mahoney
Thomas Patrick Mahoney
James Vincent Maldonado
Matthew Paul Marcazo
Conor Valentine McGovern
Kyle Mark McGovern
Patrick Mensah
Adrian Mimini
Devin Joseph Moran
Alex Robert Muggeo
Devin Joseph Ochiuzzo
Matthew Thomas Parker
Thomas James Passano
Martin J. Pelic
Justin Joseph Perri
Anthony Nicholas Piccinich
Marc Angelo Pietrafesa
Steven James Pille
Joseph Edward Porres
Thomas Phillip Porres
William James Quinn
Max Tyler Rarrick

Daniel Thomas Rios
Christian Joseph Rivera
Ryan Robert Riverra
Ruben Michael Rivera
Gerald Peter Rizzo
Laquan Christopher Robinson
Nicholas Daniel Ruppert
Allen Joseph Salci
Giancarlo Vittorio Sasso
Daniel Joshua Scalera
Constantine Shevchuk
Michael Joseph Silano
Zachary William Sims
Jake Nelson Solari
Jonathan Douglas Trainum
Francisco Antonio Valencia
Daniel Miller Valentino
Matthew Shaji Varghese
Eric John Vetterlein
Edward Robert Vicinanza
Mario Andres Vitola
Ryan Francis Vreeland
Donald Wallace
Alexander Richard Woinski
David Brion Wynn
Joseph John Ziccardi
Tyler John Zoltowski

Y YY
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Jersey City. There were 197 graduates. Prep President Father
Robert E. Reiser, S.J. was the
main celebrant of the
Baccalaureate Mass that included

June 19, 2013

members of the Jesuit community at the school as concelebrants
including Father Anthony
Azzarto S.J.; Father Robert
O’Hare, S.J. and Father John
Mullin, S.J. The student speaker
was Matthew Halchak of Nutley

Congratulations
to the

Marist High School Class of 2013!!
Some of the colleges and universities that our students are accepted to:
Georgetown university
Johns hopkins university
fordham university
e College of saint elizabeth
penn state university
e united states naval academy
new york university
boston College
boston university
hofstra university
Temple university
rider university
Cornell university
princeton university
university of massachusetts
university of north Carolina
stevens institute of Technology
pace university
fashion institute of Technology
savannah College of fashion and design
rowan university
drexel university
mount st. mary College
northeastern university
ramapo College
quinnipiac university
long island university
university of sciences, pa
university of rhode island
Tuskegee university
south Carolina state university
richard stockton College of nJ
virginia union university

university of notre dame
dartmouth university
st. John’s university
brown university
villanova university
seton hall university
assumption College
loyola university
emory university
howard university
rutgers university
st. peter’s university
Columbia university
university of pennsylvania
new Jersey City university
marist College
montclair state university
kean university
wagner College
massachusetts College of pharmacy
virginia state university
hampton university
new Jersey institute of Technology
drew university
william paterson university
suny-stony brook
university of alabama
la salle university
spellman College
mercy College
merrimack College
fairleigh dickinson university
Caldwell College

100% College acceptance!
$4.7 million dollars in scholarships awards and grants!

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
HIGH SCHOOL

Celebrating their graduation from Immaculate Conception High School, Montclair, are (left to right)
Christian DeWitt, Brandon Rivera, Deontrae McGee, Edward Ng, valedictorian Samantha Sawh, Jasmine
Toledo, Stuart Vasquez, Steven Vasquez and salutatorian Adam Adamson. Willard Taylor, Class of 1985, addressed the graduates, telling them that they “now have an obligation, to self, to family and to your alma mater.
You have spent more time in the halls of Immaculate Conception during the last four years than you have at
home. Immaculate Conception has stood by you; what you owe her is to stand with her when she needs you.”

who will attend Georgetown
University in the fall.
Saint Dominic Academy,
Jersey City, held its 135th commencement exercises June 2.
Barbara Griffin, head of school,
presided at ceremony held at
Saint Aedan’s Parish: The Saint
Peter’s University Church.
The 64 members of the Class
of 2013 were collectively awarded over $8.1 million in college
scholarship and grant monies.

ConGraTulaTions!
Jadahn aCoff
adam adamson
Jennifer aGuilar
JonaThan aGuilar
Jordan anToine
TimoThy blaCk
ravens CadeT
melissa Colon
ChrisTian dewiTT
kyle GlasGow
shayla ikner
adekunle James
andrew Jean
ashley koiquah
william lewis

sTella marCial
deonTrae mCGee
Cassandra miles
ray monTa
edward nG, Jr.
ChrisTopher noel
brandon rivera
samanTha sawh
Jasmine Toledo
desTiny ulloa
sTeven vasquez
sTuarT vasquez, Jr.
kurT vieira
niCkie whiTe
miya wriGhT

The ChoiCe for CouraGe, Compassion and ColleGe
(973) 744-7445, exT. 24 offiCe of admissions

President’s Award for
Outstanding Academic
Excellence. Other recipients include Joyce DeLeon of New
York City, Sarah Kelly of Clifton,
Courtney Major of Bayonne, and
Elle Rose, Isabella Tamayo and
Jacqueline Malabanan, all of
Jersey City. Malabanan is the
class salutatorian and recipient of
the Principal’s Leadership Award.
Malabanan will attend New York
University.

The Benedictine Academy Beehive is Buzzing
Benedictine Academy congratulates all 2013 graduates
in the Archdiocese of Newark!

MONTCLAIR, NJ 07042
The GraduaTes of The Class of 2013 have been awarded
over $2 million in sCholarships & awards.

Valedictorian Kara Whelply of
Bayonne addressed her fellow
graduates. Whelply, a member of
the National Honor Society and
the Chinese Language Honor
Society, is the recipient of the
Scholar Athlete Award, presented
to a senior who has been a three
season athlete during her four
years at the academy.
Whelply will attend
University of Alabama. She is
also the recipient of the

Here are some of our “Green Bee” graduates and their accomplishments:
Michelle C. Colonia – Valedictorian
Heidy Isabel – Co-Salutatorian
Martha V. Devia –Co-Salutatorian and St. Scholastica Award Recipient for exemplifying the virtues of a Benedictine woman
Shervonne Gittens–Brother Ralph Darmento, FSC Educational Leadership Award
Samantha Frejuste–Honorable J. Christian BollwagePublic Speaking Award
Saleemah Sharpe–Gregory R. Arner Award for Artistic Excellence

Michelle C. Colonia

Heidy Isabel

Martha V. Devia

Shervonne Gittens

Samantha Frejuste Saleemah Sharpe

· Class of 2013 earned over $4.8 million in college scholarships
· BA grads are attending Tier 1 universities such as Princeton, NYU and Notre Dame
· “Green Bees” enjoy 100% college acceptance rate
· For the third consecutive year, the national Jeﬀerson Awards recognized the Academy as a model leadership
high school for its public service.
· Tuition assistance is still available for qualiﬁed students.
Call Admissions Director Analisa Branco at 908-352-0670 x 104 to discover more about BA’s excellent
college-prep program for young women.

840 North Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
Tel.: 908-352-0670 • Fax: 908-352-9424
www.benedictineacad.org
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Union County
A total of 42 graduates received diplomas May 31 at Saint
Mary of the Assumption High
School in Elizabeth. Both the
Baccalaureate Mass and graduation exercises took place at Saint
Mary of the Assumption Church.
The celebrant was Father Juan
Carlos Vargas, a parochial vicar at
the parish. Valedictorian was
Anna Fojtik and the salutatorian
was Shirley Abbelard. Making
the keynote address was James
Kaounis, a former teacher.
On June 1 Union Catholic
Regional High School in Scotch
Plains awarded diplomas to 153
members of the Class of 2013.
The Baccalaureate Mass was celebrated a day earlier by Father
Joseph Mancini, pastor of Saint
Stephen’s Parish in Kearny and
coordinator/master of ceremonies
for Archdiocesan Liturgies at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred
Heart in Newark. Rosa Cuppari
was the valedictorian and Dara
Maguire the salutatorian.
Mother Seton Regional High
School, Clark, held its commencement exercises May 30.
Sister Regina Martin, S.C., the
principal, addressing the graduates, said “none of us could have
imagined what God had in store
for any of you when you made
the decision to come to Mother
Seton four years ago. Each of you
experienced Mother Seton in your
own unique way. The wonderful
story about today is that it is a
commencement—a day of celebration but also a day of commencement, of beginning, of beginning anew. You have a wonderful opportunity to set new
goals and to build on the old
ones.”
The Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Award for exemplary witness to
Christian values during the past
four years went to Mary
McDermott. Commended students included Caitilin Conroy,
Scotch Plains; Ann Mary Hanna,
Union; Jessica Leszczyk, Fords;
Danielle Pfleghaar, Colonia;
Zenalenia Sockwell, Newark.
Danielle Pfleghaar of Colonia
was the National Hispanic
Recognition scholar.
Benedictine Academy,
Elizabeth, held its commencement ceremonies June 1 for its
98th graduating class. The 31
graduates were presented by
Andrea Banks-Suggs, assistant
principal, to Sister Germaine
Fritz, O.S.B., academy president
Class of 1954, who conferred
their diplomas.
Principal Kenneth Jennings
announced academic awards and
also acknowledged the classes of

Graduation 2013
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1963, 1988 and 2003 on the celebration respectively of their 50th,
25th and 10th anniversaries.
This year’s graduating class
earned over $4.8 million in academic scholarships as noted by
Sister Donna Jo Repetti, O.S.F.,
Benedictine Academy director of
guidance, who read out the individual accomplishments of each
graduate. Co-Salutatorians Heidi
Isabel and Martha Devia made
welcoming remarks. Valedictorian
Michelle Colonia delivered the
farewell address. Colonia, Devia
and Isabel are members of the
National Honor Society.
The keynote speaker was Jo-

Barbara Griffin (center), head of school
for Saint Dominic
Academy, Jersey
City, is pictured with
valedictorian Kara
Whelply (left) and
salutatorian
Jacqueline
Malabanan. Deirdre
Dickinson Sullivan,
Class of 1981, told
the 64 members of
the Class of 2013 “to
trust that Saint
Dominic Academy has
given you a fine educational foundation
and the life skills
needed to thrive.”

Continued on page 20

Canterbury School
New Milford, CT
A Catholic boarding and day school, serving grades 9-12.
 !SPETUCK !VENUE s .EW -ILFORD #4 
   s WWWCBURYORG

MOTHER SETON REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

CONGRATULATES THE GRADUATES OF THE CLASS OF 2013
Ap SCHolARS
5 NATioNAl MeRiT CoMMeNded STudeNTS 1 NATioNAl HiSpANiC ReCogNiTioN SCHolAR
12 SeToN diSTiNguiSHed SCHolARS
$13 MillioN iN ACAdeMiC SCHolARSHipS

MOTHER SETON REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
A TRADITION OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND SETON SPIRIT

Mother Seton Regional High School is a Catholic, regional high school of the Archdiocese of Newark.
We are a college prep school for young women in grades 9 through 12. The school
is served by the Sisters of Charity of Convent Station NJ and lay faculty members.

732-382-1952

www.motherseton.org

1 Valley Road, Clark, New Jersey 07066
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Mother Seton Regional High School, Clark, held its commencement exercises May 30. The Class of 2013 moves on with $13 million in academic scholarships and awards. Principal Sister Regina
Martin, S.C. (center), congratulates valedictorian Jessica
Leszczyk(left) and salutatorian Zenalenia Sockwell. Addressing her
classmates, Leszczyk said “the diploma that each of us will receive
today recognizes all the effort and hard work we have put in these
past four years. We started out as timid freshmen, and now we are
confident seniors. All of our accomplishments these past few years
have brought us to this one moment.”

Congratulations
Class of 2013!
Saint Leo School
Elmwood Park
Academy of the Blessed Sacrament
Franklin Lakes
Saint Nicholas School
Jersey City
Queen of Peace Elementary School
North Arlington

Congratulation to the Class of 2013
Class of Higher Achievers.
WE ARE PROUD
OF YOUR

ACHIEVEMENTS.

S.J.S.

PRINCIPAL, MS. KAREN CAVANESS & STAFF
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL
115 TELFORD ST., EAST ORANGE NJ
www.stjosepheo.com

Continued from page 19

Renee Formicola, Ph.D., a 1959
graduate of Benedictine
Academy. Sister Germaine Fritz,
along with Brother Ralph
Darmento, F.S.C., chairperson of
the academy’s advisory board of
trustees and deputy superintendent of schools for the Archdiocese
of Newark, also addressed the
graduates. Father Armand Mantia,
pastor of Holy Spirit Parish in
Union, gave the invocation.
Poetry was read by 2013 graduate
Kai Alexander. Following benediction by Sister Sharon
McHugh, the commencement
ceremony closed with the singing
of the Benedictine Academy alma
mater, which was led by graduates Beatrice Thompson-Quartey
and Nylah Daniels.
Oratory Prep, Summit, graduated 51 students June 1. Most

555 7th Street • Hoboken , NJ 07030
Tel.: (201) 963-9535 Fax: (201) 963-1256

CLASS OF 2013
Brendan Alicea
Angelo Angione
Christian Bedeau
Victor Chirichella
Dylan Harnett

Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2013

Dana Picinich

on obtaining a remarkable $13,358,197 in college scholarships.

Jose Gosdenovich

Adam Scagliarini
Athena Serrano
Lourdes Torrejon
Andrew Troya
Cathy Wang

Celebrating
Celebrating
ing 50 Years
Years
of Quality E
Education
ducation in a F
Faith-Based
aith-Based Environment
Environment
1600 Mar
Martine
tine A
Avenue
venue • Sc
Scotch
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07076
7076 • w
www.unioncatholic.org
ww.unioncatholic.org • Phone: 908
908.889.1600
.889.1600 • FFax:908.889.7867
ax:908.889.7867
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Rev. Manuel Cruz, Auxiliary
Bishop of Newark, celebrated the
Baccalaureate Mass the previous
day at Saint Rose of Lima Parish
in Short Hills. Matthew Munro
was the valedictorian and Liam
Leas the salutatorian. Joseph
Weinhoffer, chairman of the
Oratory board of trustees, delivered the keynote commencement
address.
Graduation ceremonies for
Roselle Catholic High School
were held June 2 in the school auditorium, with diplomas going to
118 graduates, who earned over $8
million in college scholarships and
grants. Elizabeth Salmi was the
valedictorian and Mary Angelique
Demetillo the salutatorian.

21
Immaculate Heart Academy,
Washington Township, held its
commencement exercises June
2, in the school gymnasium. One
day earlier, the Bergen County
academy celebrated its
Baccalaureate Mass in the IHA
Patricia Sollitto Performing Arts
Center, with Father Ronald J.
Pecci, O.F.M., presiding. IHA
awarded diplomas to 211 seniors
in the Class of 2013. Christina
Sollitto was the class valedictorian and Cosette Gastelu was the
salutatorian. Patricia Molloy is
the principal of the academy,
which was founded in 1960.

ANGELS FLY HIGHER!
The Advocate
Publishing Corp.
(The Catholic Advocate,
NJ Catolico,
Directory & Almanac,
NJCAN &
Advocate Agency)

Congratulations to the
133 graduates in the Class of 2013!

1775
SAT Mean
Composite

5

100%

OF THE CLASS WILL ATTEND A
4-YEAR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

52% were admitted to Tier 1 colleges such as Cornell,

Georgetown, Harvard, Princeton, MIT, Notre Dame & Vanderbilt

DIVISION I

ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Congratulates
all the
Graduating
Classes
of
Hayley Shaffer

Oak Knoll School of the Holy
Child held its 85th commencement ceremony on Sunday, June 9
in Summit. The 63 graduates kept
with school tradition and donned
white gowns and gloves, and carried peach roses. Hayley Shaffer
was the class valedictorian and
Kelsey Schroeder and Kyla
Cordrey were the co-salutatorians
Oak Knoll School of the Holy
Child is a Catholic independent
school coeducational from kindergarten to grade 6 and for young
women in grades 7 to 12. The
school was founded in 1924 and is
one of eleven schools in the Holy
Child Network of Schools that
provides independent Catholic education across the United States.
The Sisters of the Holy Child
Jesus have also founded schools in
England, Ireland, France, Nigeria,
and Ghana. All Holy Child schools
operate under the Society of the
Holy Child Jesus, based in Drexel
Hill, PA.

24,071 hours

of Community Service

$13million+

SPONSORED by THE SCHOOL
S I S T E R S o f N O T R E DA M E

315 Hillside Avenue
Demarest New Jersey 07627

AWARDED IN SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

2013!

tel 201.768.7822

www.holyangels.org

Hudson catholic
regional High school

• college Preparatory
•100% college acceptance
• dual enrollment Program with
st. Peter's university
• championship athletic Programs
• scholars Honors Program
• safe and secure environment
• opportunity for scholarships and
Financial aid

TransFer sTudenTs are welcome

201-332-5970

Follow us on: Facebook & twitter
4
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GRADUATION 2013, PARTING SHOTS—(Top left photo)
Caps are tossed during graduation ceremonies at the
Academy of the Holy Angels,
Demarest. (Top right photo)
Valedictorian Margaret
Coleman (left) and salutatorian Kaitlyn McMillan of Mount
Saint Dominic Academy,
Caldwell, pause and smile for
the camera. (Bottom photo)
Members of the graduating
Class of 2013 at Benedictine
Academy, Elizabeth, are officially inducted into the
school’s alumnae association.
Dear graduates throughout
the Archdiocese of Newark:
congratulations, well done,
good luck and always remember: be true to your school!

GRADUATION DAY—
Saint Francis Xavier
School, 594 North
Seventh St., Newark,
held graduation ceremonies June 6 for its
eighth grade students.
The program took place
at Saint Francis Xavier
Parish, which is adjacent to the school.
Pictured with the 19
graduates are Very Rev.
Jan Sasin, V.F., the pastor of Saint Francis
Xavier Parish, and
Sister Clare Ricciardelli,
M.P.F., principal. Marine
Lyle is the eighth grade
teacher at Saint Francis
Xavier.

High school hosts
theater workshop
ORADELL—The Fine Arts Department of
Bergen Catholic High School, 1040 Oradell Ave.,
will host “Best Kids in Town,” a summer theater
workshop that runs July 8-26.
The final registration date has been extended to
June 21. Students entering grades 6–9 in the fall
who are interested in singing, acting and performing can participate in the workshop. They will receive instruction in vocal technique (both individual and group), speech and diction, basic choreography and stage presence.
A presentation performance will take place during the final week of the workshop. Participants
will also have the opportunity to attend a Broadway
matinee with lunch and transportation provided.
For further information, contact vocal director
Barbara Peraino by e-mail at bperaino@bergencatholic.org, or by phone at (201) 220-2343.

June 19, 2013
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Knights honor four Bergen County students
Kimberly Oppenheim, a graduate
of Westwood High School, pictured with John Picarella, was one
of four Bergen County high school
students to receive scholarships
from Mother Seton Council No.
5427 of the Knights of Columbus.
Julia Senkevich, John Fester and
Mark O’Dea were the other recipients. Each year the local council
oversees scholarships from the
Picarella Trust Fund. Paul Elterlein
and Ken Kaphammer served as
co-chairmen of Council No. 5427’s
scholarship committees. In 2012
the New Jersey Knights donated
over $4.5 million to scholarships
and charities.

WASHINGTON TWP —
Mother Seton Council No. 5427 of
the Knights of Columbus, May 30,
held its annual student scholarship
awards night at the council hall, 79
Pascack Rd. Each year Council
No. 5427 recognizes Bergen
County students for their scholarship and community involvement.
Accompanied by her parents
Stella and John Picarella, Maureen

Picarella-Bivona presented three
$1,000 awards to John Fester,
Kimberly Oppenheim, and Julia
Senkevich. Picarella-Bivona is the
sister of James Picarella, in whose
memory the Picarella Trust Fund
was created.
Fester is graduating from
Bergen Catholic High School,
Oradell, and will attend Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA.

Oppenheim and Senkevich are
graduating from Westwood High
School and will attend Rutgers
University, New Brunswick, and
Ursinus College, Collegeville, PA,
respectively.
In addition to the Picarella
Trust Fund awards, Grand Knight
Mark Holmes presented the
$1,000 Mother Seton Council
Scholarship to Mark O’Dea, a
graduate of Don Bosco Prep, who
will attend Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, Troy, NY.

St. Joseph High School
A Brothers of the Sacred Heart School

Where excellence is a habit……………

Msgr. Michael E. Kelly (right), Seton Hall Prep headmaster, presents
the West Orange school’s most cherished award—the Archbishop
Thomas A. Boland Award, the Most Representative Setonian—to
Garrison L. Groeschke, resident of Kinnelon. Groeschke received the
award during the school’s 153rd commencement exercises, which
were held June 2 at Walsh Auditorium on the South Orange campus
of Seton Hall University. Valedictory Alexander J. Scheidemann of
Wayne addressed his classmates during the ceremony.

Congratulations to the
wonderful class of 2013!
May life be full of endless blessings!
Best Wishes,
Faculty & Staff of OLC & LHA

100% College Acceptance
84% of seniors received a College Scholarship
$28+ Million in College Scholarships
1 attendee US Coast Guard Academy
11 Commended Students National Merit Scholarship Competition
3 Award Recipients for National Hispanic Recognition Competition
1 National Merit Finalist
College Bowl Team State Championship and Invitation to the Nationals
Individual State College Bowl Player of the Year for NJ
National Honors Falcon Newspaper
National Honors Vignette Literary Magazine, 1st Place with Special Merit
Top 1% Team rank Chemistry II NJ Science League Competition
Top 1% National Latin Exam
Catholic Math League Advanced Math Team National Championship
Catholic Math League Advanced Math Individual Championship
Youth and Government Conference Outstanding Delegation
Model United Nations Hershey Conference Outstanding Delegation
4 Athletic Divisional Championships
4 County Athletic Championships
2 State Sectional Championships (Volleyball, Basketball)
1 State Championship (Basketball)

…… not a goal

Congratulations to the Class of 2013
James Abreu*
Douglas Adams*
Matthew Aitken*
Samuel Allegro*
Andrew Annun*
Luke Anthony*
Roy Apuzzio, Jr.*
Steven Astone*
Joseph Balkaran*
Thomas Barszcz*
Kevin Beck*
Andrew Bell*
Patrick Bell*
Kenneth Bernstein*
Christopher Blades*
Kevin Bock*
James Bogdanowicz*
Richard Borrero*
Tristan Breeze*
Thomas Bresnan*
Eric Brown*
Michael Brunson*
Brendan Bucciarelli*
Andrew Buchanan*
Brian Bueno*
Austin Burnett*
Kyle Bustamante*
Andrew Cackowski*
Ryan Campbell*
Dario Camporeale*
Andrei Camurungan*
Joseph Carbonaro*
Austin Carpi*
Sebastian Casas*

Christian Castellanos*
Thomas Cicalese*
John Cobbs III*
Nicholas Coco*
Charles Colman*
Eric Colonnello*
Andrew Coronato*
Taylor Culp*
Daniel Curley*
Travis D'Souza*
Sean Dacey*
Joseph DeJesus*
Vincent DellaFera*
Samuel Demirjian*
Harneet Dhami*
Shane Doyle*
Kenneth Drinkard, Jr.*
Gregory Dua*
Timothy Elbert*
Kevin Eustace*
Sean Finan*
John Fischer*
Brian Fitzpatrick*
Thomas Florczak*
Zacharie Flores*
Domenick Fortino*
David Franczak*
Frank Fritz III*
Edwin Gano*
Nathanael Ganthier*
Benjamin Ghiano*
Christian Goldy*
Joseph Golubieski*
Randall Gonzalez*

James Gorman*
Oliver Granas*
Matthew Greene*
Nicholas Guarino*
Josph Guddemi*
Maynard Guzman*
Alec Haklar*
Robert Harrison*
Lamont Higgins*
Spenser Hilton*
Michael Hilyard*
Mina Himaia*
John Hipko*
Thomas Hogarty*
Anothony Horta*
Christian Howell*
Liam Hughes*
William Hughes*
Anthony Izzo*
Connor Jamicky*
Travis Janiec*
Justin John*
Patrick Kellish*
William Kenney*
Addam Knowlson*
Louis Koolidge*
Raymond Kowalski*
Daniel Kozub*
Joseph Krieger*
Jay Kukafka*
Connor Leonard*
Anthony Leuszkiewicz*
James Long, Jr.*
Ethan Louie*

Joseph Lowey, Jr.*
Kurt MacDonald*
Matthew MacEwen*
Christian Madera*
Jackson Magnaye*
Nicholas Marino*
Joseph McCaffrey*
Joseph McMahon*
Joseph McNulty*
Paul Miceli*
Stephen Milewski*
Matthew Miller*
Augustus Mirabella*
Roman Miranda*
Joseph Mondanaro*
Alejandro Monsanto*
Dominick Morelli*
Michael Morse*
Michael Mount*
Keith Mruczinski*
Julian Mullen*
Noah Murphy-Clemente*
Robert Musante*
Akhil Nagapuri*
Andrew Napolitano*
Jonathan Napolitano*
Miguel Natural*
Ryan Neal*
Andrew Nesbitt*
Daniel O'Sullivan*
Michael Olexsa, Jr.*
Jordan Osnato*
Mitchell Oxner*
Himanshu Patel*

Christian Paz*
Derek Platt*
Michael Ploch*
James Prumos*
Sean Puzzo*
Brandon Quinn*
John Radil*
Bryan Rafano*
Michael Ramirez*
Gerard Rangel*
Sean Rankin*
Justin Rapolas*
Sean Rappleyea*
Brandon Rasimowicz*
John Reid*
Francis Reilly*
Matthew Rein*
Dakota Reis*
James Riccardi*
Nicholas Riepe*
Kyle Rivera*
Alexander Riviere*
Jordin Robinson*
Jonathan Rodriguez*
Ankit Roy*
Najee Rudolph*
Andrew Rush*
Samir Sakoor*
Christopher Sandoli*
Ryan Schauer*
Alexander Schiffer*
John Schunk*
Alan Sciarrillo*
Pritesh Shah*

Nicholas Silowka*
Jesse Silva*
Patrick Simonson*
Ravneet Singh*
Michael Soper*
Anthony Sorrentino*
Ian Stankosh*
Joseph Sullivan*
Derek Szymonifka*
Christian Tabedzki*
Steven Taraska*
Anthony Teixeira*
Jonathan Teters*
Michael Thomas*
Christopher Tobin*
Justin Torrisi*
Corey Traflet*
Matthew Ulrich*
Gregory Vajtay*
Matthew Valdez*
Aleksandr Valera*
Brent Walker*
Tyler Wands*
Ryan Wehner*
Eric Welle*
Andrew Welsh*
Nathaniel Welsh*
Zachary Willis*
Alexander Wintringham*
Matthew Woody*
John Zacharkan*
Ryan Zehrer*
Daniel Zielinski*
James Ziemba
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Local News
Obituaries

Fr. Szklarski; marked
50 years in priesthood

A

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated June 10 at Saint Michael
Parish, Lyndhurst, for Father Joseph
Szklarski, 78, who died June 8.
Fr. Szklarski was born in Poland, where
he studied philosophy and theology in the Major Seminary. He
was ordained June 24, 1962, and he ministered in his home
country for 18 years.
Last year Fr. Szklarski celebrated his 50th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.
On July 6, 1980, Fr. Szklarski was incardinated into the
Archdiocese of Newark. He began his work at Saint Casimir
Parish, Newark, where he ministered for 13 years helping to
preserve the identity of the Polish Catholic community.
Since 1993, Father Joseph has ministered to the people of
Saint Michael the Archangel Parish, Lyndhurst. He was chaplain of the Friday Evening Polish School and led the Polish
Rosary Society and Holy Name Society.

Sister Maureen, F.S.P.

A

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated April 2 in
Hartsdale, NY, for Sr. Maureen Fitzpatrick, F.S.P., 86, who
died March 27.
Born in Weehawken, Sr. Maureen graduated from Saint
Joseph High School in West New York, and from Ladycliff
College in Highland Falls, NY, with a bachelor’s degree in
English. She received a master’s degree in Spanish from
Fordham University, NY, and a master’s degree in religious education also from Fordham. She then received her certification
as a New York Archdiocese director of religious education.
Sr. Maureen taught at several institutions in New York City,
New Jersey, Philadelphia and Westchester County. She was a
teacher at Saint Joseph High School, West New York, from
1959-1964.
She was the provincial superior of the Franciscan Sisters in
Peekskill, NY, from 1969 to 1975 and was the assistant provincial superior of the Franciscan Sisters from 1985 to 1987.

Msgr. Seymour
Continued from page 11

appointment in my entire life as a
priest. I may not have always
wanted to do what the Archbishop
asked of me, but I never turned it
down either.
Let me explain it this way. A
couple of years after I left Saint
Charles Parish, the parochial
school there was closed by order
of the archbishop. The enrollment
had fallen considerably and the
Sisters of Charity were leaving
there. The people of the parish rose
up in protest even having a sit-in at
the Chancery Office for several
days. Three times Archbishop
Boland casually said to me, “How
would you like to go back to Saint
Charles?” Each time, I smiled and
said, “No thank you, archbishop.”
I really did not want to go back
there because the parish was like a
time bomb ready to explode. Then
one day Archbishop Boland called
me into his office and said, “I
would like you to go back to Saint
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The following jubilarians were not available for The Catholic Advocate's June 5 report.
Sisters of Charity
of Saint Elizabeth

Sister Mary Elizabeth Dacey, S.C.
Sister John Mary Tierney, S.C.

i 75 Years j

Sister Emily Marie Walsh, S.C.

i 70 Years j

Sister Theodora Furniss, S.C.

i 65 Years j

Sister Patricia Beaumount, S.C.
Sister Miriam Anne Evanoff, S.C.

i 60 Years j

Sister Jean Ruppel, S.C.
Sister Audrey Moloughney, S.C.
Sister Margaret Mary Shorten, S.C.
Sister Evelyn Lebiedz, S.C.

i 55 Years j

Sister Patricia Butler, S.C.

Sister Angela Marie Colaneri, S.C.
Sister Helen Moores, S.C.
Sister Regis Keane, S.C.

i 50 Years j

Sister Johanna Quinto, S.C.`

Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

i 25 Years j

Sister Mindy McDonald, C.S.J.P

Around the Archdiocese
June 22
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 5427,
Washington Township, Spring
Food Drive, place bags of nonperishable food items at your
doorstep before 10 a.m., call Jim
McPeak at (201) 707-1519.

June 23
RESURRECTION PARISH, Jersey City,
The Saint Michael Singers “Make
a Joyful Sound: A Concert of
Sacred Music,” 4 p.m., at St.
Michael Church, (201) 653- 7328.
THE MISSIONARY FRANCISCAN SISTERS,
Tenafly, garage and bake sale,
through June 24, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Sister Trinity at (201) 568-0478.

and the Holy Face of Jesus”,
7:30-9 p.m., $10 offering for
adults/children free, call Marty
Kleber at (973) 865-9075.

July 3
THE SODALITY OF THE CHILDREN OF
MARY OF SAINT TERESA, Jersey City,
summer luncheon at the Liberty
House Restaurant, noon, past
presidents will be honored as
part of the organization’s 140th
anniversary, cost: $50, call Marianne Costello at (201) 963-6618.
HOLY SPIRIT PARISH, Union, Holy
Hour for Life, July 3, 2013 from
7:30 PM to 8:30 PM, for information call Jim at (908) 451-0876
or e-mail jsondey@comcast.net.

June 29

July 9

SACRED HEART PARISH, Bloomfield,
“An Evening with St. Therese

LUMEN CENTER, Caldwell, Dominican Summer Film Festival, selec-

Charles.” My immediate reply
was, “If that is what you want me
to do, yes, archbishop, I will go
back.” What a difference a casual
conversation can make with a direct order from the archbishop.
The latter is where my promise
of obedience to the Archbishop
on my ordination day comes into
play and there is no other avenue
to take.
I also learned a very practical
lesson that day. After I agreed to
go back to Saint Charles, I asked
the archbishop when I should
begin. He said, “Oh, tomorrow
will be time enough.” In every future assignment like this, I never
again raised that question. I
worked it all out with the people
who were on the scene.
That assignment as temporary
administrator of Saint Charles
Church was the first of 31 similar
appointments over the course of
my life as a priest. Oddly enough,
I never really wanted to be in
charge of anything. I was content
to move quietly about my priestly
work and tried not to call any

undue attention to it. That was not
to be so I made the best efforts I
could for whatever fell my way.
One of the times Archbishop
Peter L. Gerety asked me to take
over a parish, I gave him reasons
why I thought I should not. The
main reason was that I did not
want to do it, but I thought of
something that I hoped he would
accept. He replied saying to me,
“You probably have more experience in these matters than any
other priest in this whole archdiocese.” My answer was, “Well,
archbishop, that may be true. But
I don’t want to hog all that experience to myself. I would rather
share it with others.” To which he
said, “Oh yeah? Well I’m not
going to let you.” Of course I took
on the position as he asked to do.
I have had a very varied life as
a priest with all kinds of positions
that I never dreamed would be
mine, nor did I seek any of them.
I suppose being the archdiocesan
archivist in one way or another
has been the one I have held the
longest. Just a few of the others

are vice chancellor, master of ceremonies for several bishops, organizing Installations of archbishops and episcopal ordinations of
bishops, director of Catholic
Relief Services, director of
Ministry to Retired Priests , book
editor of the annual archdiocesan
directory and almanac, and an associate director of the Society for
the Propagation of the Faith.
Perhaps I am best known in
this archdiocese as the secretary
to Archbishop Emeritus Gerety.
Since his retirement in 1986, I
have accompanied him on most
of his public appointments. And
they were many, even into his
very late 90’s when he was still
administering the Sacrament of
Confirmation.
I did not really intend that this
article would be a biography of me
but there certainly is a lot of that in
it. I put those items in to explain
how I handled different aspects of
my life as a priest. I have tried to
show how I dealt with all kinds of
events and personalities that arose
in the course of my ministry.

tions focus on people of faith
responding to climate change,
July 9 feature:“I Am,” July 17 feature: “Moyers and Company:
Ending the Silence on Climate
Change,” July 24 feature: “Kilowatt Ours,” 5 p.m., (973) 4033331 ext. 25 or 26 or e-mail
lumencenter@caldwellop.org.

July 12
ST. MICHAEL PARISH, Palisades Park,
dinner cruise around Manhattan
on The Spirit of New Jersey,
leaves port at 6:30 p.m. out of
Edgewater, cost: $75 for adults/
$50 children, (201) 941-1061.

July 17
ST. PHILLIP THE APOSTLE PARISH, Saddle Brook, 54th annual Festival
of Fun, including rides, games
and food, through July 21, call
Loretta Lovell at (973) 497-4018

When I was a very young priest I
loved to be in the company of the
older priests. They had many stories of the “old days” and I was delighted to hear them. Many of
them I have passed on to others.
Now in my “old days,” I am delighted to be in the company of
young people, most especially our
seminarians. Many of them seem
to like my stories as much as I
enjoy relating them. I also feel it is
helpful to them to hear how I dealt
with various occasions that arose.
They don’t have to imitate my solutions but it is something for them
to think about.
As I look back on my five
decades as a priest, I cannot find
words that are adequate to express
my heartfelt gratitude for the blessings the Lord has bestowed on me
and His generosity in letting me
share them with others. My prayerful wish is to continue my work as
a priest for as long as the Lord sees
fit. All I have ever wanted to do as
a priest was to be a servant of the
Lord and nothing more, because
nothing else could top that.

