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Anthony Merejo and Brigid Miniter
Pope Francis confirms Ridgewood teenagers

CNS Photos

Anthony Merejo (left) and Brigid Miniter, teenagers from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Ridgewood, were among those to receive the sacrament

of confirmation from Pope Francis during a Mass celebrated April 28 in Saint Peter’s Square. Pope Francis made the sign of the cross with chrism oil on

the foreheads of those being confirmed, “sealing” them with the Holy Spirit. After wishing them peace, he gave each teen a quick kiss on the cheek.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Two teenagers from the Arch-
diocese of Newark were among
44 people to receive the sacra-
ment of confirmation from Pope
Francis, who encouraged them to
“swim against the tide; it’s good
for the heart.”

In a partially improvised homi-
ly at Mass April 28 in Saint Peter’s
Square, Pope Francis encouraged
young people to hang on to their
ideals and pursue them. “We
Christians weren’t chosen by the
Lord to do little things,” he said.

Anthony Merejo, 17, and
Brigid Miniter, 14, members of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
in Ridgewood, were among those
receiving the sacrament of confir-
mation. Rev. Msgr. Ronald J.
Rozniak is the pastor of the Bergen
County parish.

In late February, before the
conclave began that elected Pope
Francis, Msgr. Rozniak was asked
by the Archdiocese of Newark to
choose two of the 226 members of
his parish’s confirmation class to
be confirmed by the pope. He put
names of candidates from Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish into
a hardhat and drew the names of
Miniter and Merejo. 

“The reaction of our parish
community, in one word, is amaze-

ment,” Msgr. Rozniak said in the
aftermath of the Vatican Mass.
“The people of our parish are
amazed at the opportunity for these
young people to be confirmed by
the Holy Father. Whether they’re
confirmed here or across the pond,
to experience the power and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, to witness
to Jesus in their lives and their
world—that’s what we hope for all
of our confirmandi (those to be
confirmed) here at our parish.”

Msgr. Rozniak said Most
Rev. Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.,
Auxiliary Bishop of Newark,

will preside at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel on May 10 and 11 to con-
firm the 226 parish teens.

In addition to the Ridgewood
teenagers being confirmed at the
Vatican, other members of the
Archdiocese of Newark have had
the honor of meeting the pope in
recent weeks. Archbishop John J.
Myers met Pope Francis in early

April (see The Catholic Advocate,
April 24), and two archdiocesan
priests—Father Bryan E. Page
and Father Michael C. Barone—
shook hands with the pope on
March 20 (see The Catholic
Advocate, April 10).

An estimated 70,000 young
people who have been confirmed
or will be confirmed this year also
were present for the Mass in Saint
Peter’s Square, one of the major
events scheduled months ago for
the Year of Faith. The Vatican said
more than 100,000 people gath-
ered in and outside the square, and

in neighboring streets for the Mass
and the recitation of the “Regina
Coeli” prayer afterward.

The 44 people receiving confir-
mation came from 22 countries
and ranged in age from 11—two
Italians and a Romanian—to 55-
year-old Maria Silva Libania from
Cape Verde. The usual age for re-
ceiving confirmation is set by local

bishops, not the Vatican. Malia
Petulisa Malani, 18, from Tonga in
the South Pacific traveled the
greatest distance for the Mass.
Malani and several other confir-
mation candidates wore their na-
tive dress, while most wore crisp
suits and new dresses. Their peers
watching from the square, howev-
er, mostly wore T-shirts and jeans
on the warm, sunny spring day.

The Pontifical Council for
Promoting New Evangelization,
which is organizing the major
Year of Faith events, asked the
candidates’ 22 bishops to choose
representatives. Archbishop Rino
Fisichella, council president, said
the candidates were chosen to re-
flect “the face of the Church pres-
ent where people live and suffer in
order to give everyone hope and
the certainty of a future.”

After the Mass, each of those
confirmed received a silver-framed
photograph of the pope, personally
signed by Pope Francis. In his
homily, Pope Francis said the Holy
Spirit brings “the new things of
God. He comes to us and makes all
things new; He changes us.”

If Christians allow it and are
open to it, he said, the Holy Spirit
starts making things new now, in
this life, in preparation for “the ul-
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WESTWOOD—Saint Andrew’s Parish Center, 120 Washington
Ave., will host a “Charismatic Catholic Cluster Meeting” for area prayer
groups Monday, May 13, at 7:45 p.m.

“Recitation of the rosary—worship through prayer and song, teach-
ing and intercessory prayer” is the topic for the cluster meeting. The fea-
ture speaker for the program will be Paul Major, a member of the People
of Hope Covenant Community of the Archdiocese of Newark, who will
give a presentation on Pentecost.

The meeting is hosted by Saint Andrew’s Charismatic Prayer Group
and the archdiocesan Office of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal,
led by Father Bill Halbing. Refreshments will be provided and the
public is invited to attend. For more information, call Viola Lifrieri
at (201) 666-5697.

Major will discuss the origins of Pentecost in Jewish history—a peri-
od when the disciples of Jesus were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
According to a definition provided by Catholic News Service, Pentecost
is the Christian feast commemorating the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the Apostles, which marks the start of the Church’s mission on earth.
The feast typically is observed on the seventh Sunday after Easter. Major
will focus on how the experience of Pentecost remains significant today.

Associated with the People of Hope Covenant Community for 35
years, Major earned a master’s degree in Theology, with a concentration
in Sacred Scripture, at Immaculate Conception Seminary, South Orange.
He’s also a candidate for a master’s degree in Judeo-Christian studies,
with a concentration in Scripture, from Seton Hall University. Major is a
member of Our Lady of the Mount Parish in Warren, serving as a lector,
Eucharistic minister, Bible study leader, catechist, faith-sharing group fa-
cilitator and sacristan for funeral masses.

The People of Hope organization is based in Plainfield. According to
information posted on the group’s Web site, the mission of The People
of Hope is centered on prayer, evangelization, and family life.

Charismatic Catholic
gathering to ponder
meaning of Pentecost

HIGH SCHOOL EXPO—Parents

and students throughout northern

New Jersey got a chance to see

what a Catholic education can pro-

vide at the annual High School Expo

held Tuesday, April 16 in the auditori-

um of the Archdiocesan Center in

Newark. The expo was hosted and

organized by the Archdiocese of

Newark’s Schools Office. The event,

which has been held for at least 15

years, serves as an excellent oppor-

tunity to get a “one-stop” overview of

the Catholic high schools in the arch-

diocese. More than 20 schools par-

ticipated in the event, coming from

all four counties (Bergen, Hudson,

Essex and Union). Students and

representatives from each school

were on hand to help parents and

prospective students learn about the

admission process, scholarships, fi-

nancial aid, special academic pro-

grams and athletic programs. “These

(expo) nights let parents and stu-

dents get to know more about us,”

Laura Cristiano, director of marketing

for the Schools Office, said. “It’s so

exciting to see students who were

initially reluctant about Catholic

school energized by what they learn

at the expo and now want to be a

part of Catholic education.” A sec-

ond expo was held the following

night, April 17, at Visitation Academy

in Paramus. Earlier this year

Margaret A. Dames, Ed. D., was in-

stalled as the superintendent of

Catholic education for the

Archdiocese of Newark (see The

Catholic Advocate, Feb. 20).
Advocate photos – Kelly Marsicano

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS—Saint Margaret of Cortona Parish, Little

Ferry, marked a grand milestone April 19 when members of the faith com-

munity celebrated the parish’s 100-year anniversary with a gala

dinner/dance at the Empire Club. Through it was a festive occasion,

Father Kevin E. Carter (back row, second from left) took time to reflect on

tragic events in 2012. Father Arthur F. Humphrey, the beloved former pas-

tor, died last November (see The Catholic Advocate, Dec. 5, 2012). In ad-

dition, the southern Bergen County parish church absorbed significant

damage during the Hurricane Sandy “superstorm” (see The Catholic

Advocate, Nov. 21, 2012). Fr. Carter noted work is underway to repair the

church, but expressed sorrow that “Father Art isn’t here to celebrate with

us tonight.” He described the parish as an example of the Pascal Mystery

of Christ—dying and rising again. “We are filled with the resurrection expe-

rience,” he said. “We are celebrating our past as a redemptive process.”

Fr. Carter also paid tribute to the “Men of Cortona” for organizing the an-

niversary celebration. Little Ferry Mayor Mauro D. Raguseo (back row, far

left) read a proclamation to commemorate the anniversary and spoke elo-

quently on his experiences at Saint Margaret of Cortona. Raguseo said

the parish has been a part of every important moment of his life during the

last three decades—from the sadness of the passing of his grandparents,

to the joy of his wedding day one year ago. “Hurricane Sandy didn’t

dampen the spirit of our parish,” he declared. “Our church has become a

center of recovery for Little Ferry and Moonachie. The cross on the bell

tower has been a beacon of hope.” Pictured at the dinner/dance are (front

row, left to right) Sophia Lombardelli; Eileen M. Ballone, director of music;

Raguseo; Fr. Carter; Ed Berta; and George Wehrle.
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Saint Peter’s confers degree to Archbishop Myers

Submitted photo

Pictured (left to right) are Eugene J. Cornacchia, Ph.D., president of Saint Peter’s University; Eileen L.

Poiani, Ph.D., special assistant to the president of Saint Peters University; and Archbishop Myers.

Our Archdiocese

JERSEY CITY—Archbishop
John J. Myers received a Doctor
of Humane Letters, (Honoris
Causa) degree from Saint Peter’s
University during a Catholic edu-
cation summit held April 4 in the
Duncan Family Sky Room of the
Mac Mahon Student Center,

“In this Year of Faith 2013 and
for the last 11 years, the Most Rev.
John J. Myers has been the chief
shepherd of the Archdiocese of
Newark,” University President
Eugene J. Cornacchia, Ph.D., said,
conferring the diploma to the arch-
bishop. “His motto, Mysterium
Ecclesiae Luceat (Let the Mystery
of the Church Shine Forth) lights
the way to truth and understanding
of the teachings of the Catholic
Church. It reflects the breadth
of his knowledge as a scholar,
teacher, pastor, administrator, vi-
sionary and always a ‘man for oth-
ers’ in the Jesuit tradition.”

“I do now claim to be an alum-
nus of Saint Peter’s University,”
Archbishop Myers said during
the ceremony. “It gives me a new
bond with this wonderful faith
community and a community of
learning. As I join the ranks of

William Durant and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., I refer to our alma
mater. Its closing words are: ‘Our
love will ever bind us so that death
will find us thine eternally.’”

During his keynote address at
the education summit, Archbishop
Myers discussed Pope Francis, the
first Jesuit pope in history, and
Catholic higher education. Last
month the archbishop met with
the pope at the Vatican (see The
Catholic Advocate, April 24).
“Today our mission statement
greatly echoes our traditions,” he
said. “I commend the faculty and
administration for your wonderful
efforts to continue a tradition of
academic excellence and theolog-
ical fidelity as you work to pro-
vide an academically demanding
university education.”

It has been an eventful two
years for Saint Peter’s. In 2011
the university and the archdio-
cese unveiled an agreement
where the university would man-
age and maintain Saint Aedan, a
landmark, Romanesque church
adjacent to the campus (see The
Catholic Advocate, April 6,
2011). Cornacchia credited
Archbishop Myers for playing a
critical role in helping the uni-
versity to acquire what is now
Saint Aedan’s: The Saint Peter’s
University Church and to blend
parish and university communi-

HILLSDALE—Saint John the
Baptist Parish, 69 Valley St., will
hold an arts festival May 18-19,
which will present musical pro-
grams in the church and an art ex-
hibit in the Msgr. Morris Parish
Center.

Saturday, May 18 will feature
members of the parish’s music
ministry with local young vocalist
and instrumental talent. A concert
on Sunday, May 19 will put the
spotlight on Broadway star Gay
Willis performing selections with
the parish’s youth choir.

Concert attendees on both days
can view the art exhibit. The
gallery will be open May 18 from
1 p.m. until the end of the musical
program and May 19 from 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Admission is free and
will feature the work of regional
artists, both youth and adult. For
further information, contact the
rectory at (201) 664-3131.

Hillsdale
parish plans
arts festival

ties. On Aug. 14, 2012, Saint
Peter’s officially marked its
transition to university status.
(see The Catholic Advocate,
Aug. 22, 2012). 

In addition, the university re- Holy Land  
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A PREBORN CHILD?

“Baby Rose” was saved from abortion
and born on 2/17/13. We struggle to keep
our prolife shelters open to provide a
choice for over 300 pregnant women
who call our hotline monthly. Your 
contributions can help save many of
God’s innocent preborn children.”

Kathy DiFiore-Founder

Several Sources Shelters
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ceived a $15,000 grant from the
Horizon Foundation of New
Jersey to help fund the Saint
Peter’s “Healing Along Program,”

which provides Hudson County
students in grades K through 12
with health education seminars,
taught by university students.
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timate newness which awaits us
and all reality: the happy day when
we will see the Lord’s face, His
beautiful face, and be with Him
forever in His love.”

Pope Francis told the young
people that the new things the
Holy Spirit brings are not like the
new trends and fads of modern
life; the newness of the Holy Spirit
lasts forever. “The Holy Spirit is
truly transforming us and through
us, He also wants to transform the
world in which we live. How
beautiful it would be if each per-
son allowed himself or herself to
be guided by the Holy Spirit. Each
night he or she would be able to re-
view the day and say: ‘Today at
school, at home, at work, guided
by God, I showed a sign of love to-
ward one of my friends, my par-
ents, an older person.’”

Pope Francis also said he want-
ed to be realistic. “The journey of
the Church and our own personal
journeys as Christians are not al-
ways easy; they meet with diffi-
culties and trials.”

But the Holy Spirit gives be-
lievers the strength and courage
to overcome trials, Pope Francis
added. “Let us trust in God’s work.
With Him we can do great things;
He will give us the joy of being
His disciples, His witnesses. Let’s
not get discouraged. We have the

strength of the Holy Spirit to con-
quer these tribulations.

“Remain steadfast in the jour-
ney of faith,” the pope continued.
“Listen carefully, young people,
swim against the tide; it's good for
the heart, but it takes courage.”
The Holy Spirit is the source of the
necessary courage, he said. “There
are no difficulties, none, no trials
or misunderstandings to fear if we
remain united to God.”

At the end of the Mass, the
pope entrusted the newly con-
firmed to the care of Mary, saying
she “teaches us what it means to
live in the Holy Spirit and what it
means to welcome the newness of
God into our lives.” The pope told
the young people that Mary “will
help you be attentive to what the
Lord is asking of you and to live
and walk always according to the
Holy Spirit.”

Before reciting the “Regina
Coeli” prayer, Pope Francis also
prayed for the more than 350 peo-
ple in Bangladesh who were killed
April 24 when an eight-story
building housing garment facto-
ries collapsed. The search for sur-
vivors continued April 28. After
offering his condolences to the
families of the victims and to
the injured, Pope Francis said he
wants to make “a strong appeal
that the dignity and safety of work-
ers would always be protected.”

(Editor’s note: The Catholic
Advocate provided additional in-
formation for this article.)

Mount Carmel, but when I heard
the news of going to Rome, meet-
ing the Holy Father, seeing all the
sights in Rome, it was overwhelm-
ing. It was like a dream.”

He did not pick his confirma-
tion name as early as many of his
classmates did. Merejo was given
a book on the saints by the parish
youth minister, Glen McCall, who
accompanied the two Ridgewood
teens to Rome. The young man
said he looked for a name that not
many people choose and a name
that sounds nice in English and
Spanish. He came across the name
“Ignatius-Ignacio,” and began read-
ing about the founder of the Jesuits
and settled on that for his confirma-
tion name. Merejo thought it was a
“pretty cool” coincidence that the
pope who confirmed him turned
out to be a Jesuit.

The young man, whose family
is from the Dominican Republic,
spoke to Pope Francis in Spanish
“to show him the United States
has lots of Hispanics. The only
thing is, the Mass went by too fast.
I just wanted to savor every mo-
ment I could.”

she finds appealing for his humil-
ity. “I love animals and he’s the
patron saint of animals, so it
was a no-brainer.”

Miniter said “it was one thing
just to be picked and get this op-
portunity, but it was a whole other
level” when the new pope chose
Francis as his name, too. “He re-
minds me of Saint Francis,” she
said. “By his smile you could tell
how kind he was. Even though he
doesn’t speak much English, it felt
like you were talking to him with
his smile.” Miniter said she was
proud to bring back her Vatican
experience to her friends in
Ridgewood, “so they can live it
through me.”

Merejo said he was relaxed at
the Mass until he realized “I’m
going to be face-to-face with Pope
Francis.” He saw a photograph of
himself walking back to his seat
and his mouth is open, “just in
shock because I couldn’t believe
that this just actually happened.”
Merejo decided he wanted to be
confirmed, partly to encourage his
two older sisters to do the same. “I
was happy to be confirmed at

Ridgewood teens describe their last-minute jitters
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—

Ridgewood teenagers Brigid
Miniter and Anthony Merejo said
the last step—literally the last
step—they took to their confir-
mation was the one that made
them nervous. 

The two, members of the faith
community of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Ridgewood, shared their
thoughts on the moments leading

Pope Benedict resigned,” that his
successor would be confirming
them, Miniter said. “We didn’t
know who the (new) pope was
going to be, but we were excited.”

Long before she was picked to
go to Rome, Miniter had chosen
Saint Francis of Assisi as her
confirmation saint. She said her
grandfather and father are particu-
larly devoted to the saint, whom

up to their close encounter with
Pope Francis. They were two of the
44 people confirmed by the Holy
Father at the Vatican on April 28.

“My heart skipped a beat,” 17-
year-old Merejo confessed. The
14-year-old Miniter said she was
fine “until I got to the step right be-
fore I was anointed.”

They had been informed in
February, “a couple days after

Confirmation
Continued from page 1
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SMA to explore ‘Conflict Minerals’ issues
In addition to the “Conflict Minerals

in Africa” program, the SMA Art

Museum is exhibiting 100 minia-

ture “passport” masks from the

collection of Albert Stanziano, a

renowned concert pianist from

Clifton. The masks will be on dis-

play through July 30. They date

back to the early years of the 20th

century, created as gifts to be

carried as treasured keepsakes by

individuals during long journeys in

Western and Central Africa, hence

the descriptive name “passport.”

Contact Bob Koenig, museum 

director (201-894-8611; 

museum@smafathers.org) for

more information on the exhibit.

TENAFLY— The Society of
African Missions (SMA Fathers),
23 Bliss Ave., will host a program
Saturday, May 11 by the Africa
Faith and Justice Network (AFJN)
titled “Conflict Minerals in
Africa.” The event is free, open to
the public and begins 6:30 p.m. in
the SMA Hall. Call the SMA at
(201) 567-0450 for more informa-
tion on the program.

Minerals and natural resources
like oil, natural gas, tin, tantalum,
tungsten, gold and diamonds often
turn out to be a curse rather than a
blessing for African countries that
have them, according to the AFJN.
Over the years the extraction of
these natural resources has led to
pollution of land and rivers and
years of armed violence in the
Niger Delta region of Nigeria,
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Sierra Leone, Angola and
elsewhere. These resources have
even become known as “Conflict
Minerals.” They are mined and
then exported for sale to the
United States and rest of the world.

governments for these minerals.
Speakers for the program in-

clude Dominican Father Aniedi
Okure, O.P., originally from
Nigeria, who serves as the execu-
tive director of the AFJN; and
Bahati Jacques, AFJN policy ana-
lyst, who joined the organization in
2007 and is from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY—

Immaculate Conception Parish

and Immaculate Conception High

School, Montclair, will celebrate

the 50th anniversary of Father

Frank Burla’s ordination to the

priesthood with a gala dinner on

Wednesday, May 22 at Mayfair

Farms, 481 Eagle Rock Ave,

West Orange. Cocktails will

begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by

dinner. Tickets are $80 per per-

son. For more information or to

purchase tickets, call Joan

Moriarty (862-251-1022) or

Barbara Hughes (973-508-7363).

Fr. Burla was born in Elizabeth and graduated from Rahway High

School in 1954. After graduation, he entered the minor seminary at

Seton Hall University and then went to Darlington, the major semi-

nary in Mahwah. He was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of

Newark on May 25, 1963. He served Immaculate Conception as a

priest and school teacher for 45 years and retired July 1, 2011.

The AFJN has been advocating
for measures to stop the unregulat-
ed Conflict Mineral trade and for
accountability of the profits. AFJN
was one of the strongest supporters
of Sections 1502 and 1504 of the
“Dodd-Frank Act” of 2010, which
requires companies to disclose
both their mineral supply chains
and payments made to foreign

Advocate photo, M. Gabriele
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Archdiocese issues Father Fugee memo
NEWARK — On Thursday,

May 2, Fr. Michael Fugee, a priest
of the Archdiocese of Newark,
wrote the following to the Most
Rev. John J. Myers, Archbishop of
Newark:

“For the good of the Church
and for my peace, I have requested
permission to leave public exercise
of my priestly ministry. In con-
science, I feel it necessary to make
clear to all that my actions de-
scribed in recent news stories were
outside of my assigned ministry
within the archdiocese. The leader-
ship of the Archdiocese of Newark,
especially Archbishop John J.
Myers, did not know or approve of
my actions. My failure to request
the required permissions to engage

in those ministry activities is my
fault, my fault alone. I am sorry
that my actions have caused pain to
my Church and to her people.”

Archbishop Myers granted this
request on May 2. Fr. Fugee re-
mains a priest of the Archdiocese
of Newark, but he no longer has
faculties to minister publicly as a
priest. He cannot present himself as
a priest, cannot wear clerical cloth-
ing, and cannot perform publicly
the duties or activities of a priest.

Following the memorandum
of understanding, the archdiocese
did not assign Fr. Fugee to any
post involving ministry with mi-
nors. His assignments were super-
vised administrative positions lo-
cated at the Archdiocesan Center

those ministries that were physi-
cally located within the Arch-
diocesan Center. He did not seek,
nor would it have been granted,
permission to engage in activities
involving minors either through
the archdiocese or at any other dio-
cese in the state. He failed to fol-
low established procedures and
protocols in place among all of the
dioceses in the state designed to
prevent unauthorized ministries.

in Newark. Fr. Fugee was under
continual supervision during the
exercise of these ministerial duties.

The archdiocese only learned
about two weeks ago when ap-
proached by a reporter that Fr.
Fugee had engaged in other activ-
ities or ministries. The activities
written about in recent news sto-

ries were not part of his assigned
ministry. Had the archdiocese
known about them at the time, per-
mission to undertake them would
not have been granted.

Neither Archbishop Myers nor
others in the leadership of the arch-
diocese gave Fr. Fugee permission
to work in any ministry other than

mailto:museum@smafathers.org
http://www.rcan.org/advocate
mailto:chriscma@rcan.org
mailto:museum@smafathers.org
http://www.rcan.org/advocate
mailto:chriscma@rcan.org
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RENEW International to host awards dinner June 6
www.renewintl.org/gala

Sister Terry Rickard

Ridgewood parish to host
workshop for job seekers

RIDGEWOOD—Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 1 Passaic St.,
Ridgewood, in a continuing effort to provide help to people seeking em-
ployment, will present the last of a four-part workshop series for job
seekers on Sunday, May 19 at 1 p.m.

Workshops are held in the meeting room located in the lower church.
An invitation is extended to anyone seeking employment or anticipating
possible unemployment. There is no charge to attend the workshops. The
meetings are open to the public and parish membership is not required.
The Mount Carmel workshops are presented by the parish’s Career
Resources Ministry whose members are dedicated to helping people
who are seeking employment.

“Interview, Cultivate Offers and Negotiate” is the topic of the May 19
gathering. The job seeker’s role is to position their skills, talents and ex-
periences as a solution to the challenges faced by an organization.

Those planning to attend should bring a copy of a current resume.
Light refreshments will be served. For more information, call Carol Shea
at (201) 447-4215 or Tom Lewis at (201) 445-1864.

PLAINFIELD—RENEW
International will hold its 12th
annual fund-raising dinner on
Thursday, June 6, at the Pleas-
antdale Chateau, 757 Eagle Rock
Ave., West Orange. Sister Terry
Rickard, O.P., RENEW’s presi-
dent and executive director, will
present awards to three Catholics
who have played a significant role
in fostering the organization’s mis-

sion of spreading Gospel values in
daily life. 

“We at RENEW International
are truly blessed to pay tribute to
the faithfulness, leadership, and
service represented by these three
exemplary individuals,” Sr. Terry
said. “They are models of Catholic
commitment in their personal and
professional lives, with a level of
dedication that is exceptional.”

Cocktails will begin at 6 p.m.
and guests will have the opportu-
nity to explore the landscaped
grounds and graciously decorat-
ed rooms of this French Norman-
style former family residence,
built in the 1920s. Dinner will
begin at 8 p.m.

The highlight of the evening
will be the award presentation cer-
emony. Michael Catanzaro will
receive RENEW’s President’s
Award, which is presented to a per-
son who, through his/her actions
and support, have advanced
RENEW’s mission of evangeliza-
tion, spiritual renewal, and faith

formation, and played a significant
role in bringing those efforts to
people, parishes, and dioceses
throughout the world. Drawing on
his successful banking career,
Catanzaro brings his gifts and
talents to his role as controlling
trustee, secretary and treasurer of
the George Link Jr. Charitable
Trust. In this capacity, he has advo-
cated for and supported RENEW’s
initiatives for many years. His ded-
ication to philanthropic causes and
devotion to family stems from his
strong Catholic faith.

Father Joseph G. Healey,
M.M., will be this year’s recipient

of the Msgr. Thomas A. Kleissler
Award, named in honor of
RENEW’s president emeritus and
co-founder. This award goes to
a person who exemplifies the
remarkable qualities of Msgr.
Kleissler: a visionary spirit of
church renewal, commitment to
justice as integral to faith, dedica-
tion to the formation of lay leader-
ship, and devotion to spiritual re-
newal through the building of
small Christian communities.
Since his arrival in Kenya in
1968, Father Healey, an American
Maryknoll missionary priest, has
been a tireless promoter of small
Christian communities as a model
of Church life.

Lisa Marie Meehan will re-
ceive the Spirit of RENEW
Award, given to a person  who,
through his/her actions in both pri-
vate and public life, has exempli-
fied the Catholic values central to
the mission of RENEW, and
through word and deed, has spread
the message of the Gospel.
Meehan personifies RENEW’s vi-
sion of connecting faith to life.

Those who are interested in
supporting RENEW’s mission,
attending the gala event or mak-
ing a donation can contact Sister
Honora Nolty, O.P. by phone (908-
769-5400, ext. 162) or e-mail
(honoran@renewint l .org) .
Additional information on
RENEW and the fund-raiser can
be found on the organization’s
Web site, posted above. 

RENEW’s annual fund-raiser
supports the organization’s mis-
sion of building dynamic commu-
nities of faith. RENEW serves the
needs of pastors, ministry leaders,
and participants by offering a
range of spiritual processes with
step-by-step guides, sound ma-
terials, and personal support.
RENEW fosters spiritual renewal
in the Catholic tradition by em-
powering individuals and commu-
nities to encounter God in every-
day life, deepen and share faith,
and connect faith with action. The
group has worked with more than
150 dioceses in the United States.

Madonna Carnival
Tuesday May 14th-Sunday 19th
Weeknights starting at 6:00 pm
Sat & Sun starting at 2:00 pm

340 Main St, Fort lee
(Located next to the Fort Lee Library)

Games • Prizes • Super 50/50
Adults & Kiddie Rides

Good Food & Much More!

For More Info Call
201-944-2727

Wristband Night
Pay one price—$25

(Wristbands only good for 1 admission)

W ed. 6pm—Closing  •  Sat. 2pm—6pm
Sun. 6pm—Closing

Competitors shown are subject to change. 

© 2012 Feld Motor Sports, Inc.

JUNE 15 Sat. 7:00 PM

Kids’ Seats $15!

Tickets available at the MetLife Stadium Box Office, 
all  Retail Locations, online at 

Ticketmaster.com or charge by phone  
at 1-800-745-3000

23
91

93

Ages 2-12. All seats $2 more day of show. Additional fees may apply. No double discounts. Excludes Breakfast With 
Champions, Total Access and VIP seats. Limit of four (4) kids’ tickets with the purchase of a full-price adult ticket.
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https://www.facebook.com/mjonline
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‘Death with Dignity’
looms as latest blow
to body of Christ

A
bout 15 years ago our
parish, Saint John the
Apostle in Linden, had a

renovation and moved the taber-
nacle to the center of the church
behind the altar. Our pastor com-
missioned for a beautiful new
crucifix from an Italian artist to
hang behind the tabernacle.

When the day of its arrival
came, a few of us who were work-
ing in the rectory ran over in ex-
citement to see the beautiful new
addition to our church. I remember
the day vividly as one of the nuns
from the school stood next to me
and we looked up with our mouths
gaping at the new crucifix.

You see, it was no ordinary
crucifix. It was more than life size
and the nun leaned over to me and
said, “Michelle, Jesus is dying in
our midst.” For indeed He is.

As I looked up at the cross,
Jesus’ eyes were half open and
there was no wound in His side
yet, which the Bible tells us was
inflicted on Him to make sure he
was indeed dead. He was still alive
and suffering right before our eyes.

I recall this, because at Easter
this year, I looked up at that cruci-
fix with Jesus dying and thought,
“My God, you are still dying in
our midst!” Not just on the cross,
but in our Church. He is dying
daily in our midst with all the
blows to His body that our socie-
ty is inflicting.

Oh, where to begin? I guess the
first blow was the introduction of
contraception and promiscuity,
pornography, then of course came
abortion, and the attacks on the
family with same-sex marriage.
Now we are facing a new attack
on the infirm, disabled and elderly

with physician’s assisted suicide or
as our politically correct society
calls it “Death with Dignity.”

Yes, here in New Jersey we
are facing a battle to keep this lat-
est blow to the Body of Christ at
bay. When we begin to normalize
suicide and take the decision on
our earthly end out of the hands
of our heavenly Father and place
it in human hands, we are indeed
attacking Christ’s body in a new
and insidiously evil way.

There are many arguments
that those in favor of assisted sui-
cide will be touting. And believe
me it all sounds so compassionate
and caring. No one wants to suf-
fer and no one wants to watch
those we love suffer. When Christ
was dying on the cross, He was
offered gall mixed with wine to
drink. Gall was poison and Jesus
refused to drink it. As much pain
as our Lord experienced, He
knew that in order to make His
sacrifice complete, He had to face
it head on and completely. He
trusted in the Father to perfect His
suffering—not take it from Him.
He had a mission to save us all
and accomplished that task as
hard as it was for Him and for
His mother and friends to endure. 

I believe that we too have a
path to salvation that inevitably
will take us to witness and/or ex-
perience suffering first hand. It is
not an easy path. 

I pray that God gives me and
our world the grace to face what-
ever sufferings are in store for us.
I pray that the people and legisla-
tors of will take courage and de-
feat this latest attack to the Body
of Christ. 

(Michelle Krystofik is the as-
sociate director of the
Archdiocese of Newark’s Respect
Life Office, Linden.)

JERSEY CITY—A 4 by 6 foot digital replica of the Missionary
Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be on display at Saint John the
Baptist Parish, 3026 Kennedy Blvd. on Friday, June 7. A “grand wel-
come” Mass will be celebrated at 7:30 p.m.

June 7 is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Mass will be preced-
ed by recitation of the rosary at 6 p.m. followed by a brief talk about the
“Miraculous Missionary Image.”

The original image, which appeared on the cloak of an Indian, Juan
Diego, is in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe near Mexico City.
Since June 1991 it has visited over 1,000 parishes and was blessed for
the mission of promoting the sanctity of the family, solidarity of the
Church in America and to inspire a civilization of love.

St. John parish to display
digital Missionary Image

Advocate photo – Kelly Marsicano

GOVERNOR VISITS ARCHDIOCESE—On April 23, Gov. Chris Christie held a town hall meeting in

Bergen County, thanks to some help from the Archdiocese of Newark. The archdiocese provided the

space for the governor’s meeting at Conlon Hall, which is part of Saint John the Evangelist Parish and

Transfiguration Academy, both located in Bergenfield. An estimated 600 people attended the town hall

event, including Rev. Msgr. Richard Arnhols, the pastor of Saint John’s and a columnist for The Catholic

Advocate (seated, with beard and glasses). Christie gave a short speech and then took questions from

the audience for 90 minutes on a wide range of topics including Hurricane Sandy, tax reform and edu-

cation. Students from Transfiguration Academy were among those in the crowd.

BY MICHELLE KRYSTOFIK

Special to The Catholic Advocate

http://www.cse.edu/summer
https://www.facebook.com/CollegeOfSaintElizabeth
http://www.cse.edu/summer
https://www.facebook.com/CollegeOfSaintElizabeth


8 May 8, 2013Local News

C l a s s i f i e d s

Help Wanted

2013-2014 sChool year teaCher Positions

Academy of St. Therese, Cresskill seeks qualified
applicants for the position of:
spanish teacher - part time - 3 days a week
technology/media teacher - part time - 2 days a week
Candidates must have the ability to create a high-expectations
environment for teachers, students, and families. They must
nurture a school culture where faculty and staff members work
collaboratively to ensure student achievement.

Candidates must meet the following requirements:
• Practicing Catholic
• Relevant Experience in Teaching 
• NJ Teaching Certificate or its Reciprocal

Please send letter of interest and resume to:
mrs. dawn daniels, Principal

academy of st. therese
220 Jefferson avenue

Cresskill, nJ 07626

e-mail: ddaniels@academyofsttherese.com

How to report abuse

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all credible
complaints of sexual misconduct by  members of the clergy,
Religious and lay staff of the archdiocese.  We encourage anyone
with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the
archdiocese  immediately so that we may take appropriate action to
protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct
may do so by calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth
Protection at  (201) 407-3256.

Healthcare

Looking for residential or assisted living homecare for your

loved ones at low cost? Let us take the frustration out of

finding the right person. We are just a phone call away. 

Call us at 908-851-2700 • Cell 973-229-6160 

Ask for Lu or Gina.

Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com

aCe home healthCare

To place a Classified ad, 
call Mona at 973.497.4203

or email classifieds@rcan.org

Wanted to Buy

mahogany Furniture 

Dining rooms, bedrooms,
breakfronts, secretaries.
One piece or complete
contents. Call Bill (973)
586-4804.

Services Offered

S E N I O R  C A R E  A T  H O M E
senior Care at home is the lower cost alternative to nursing homes or
assisted living. Family Care Agency Inc. provides live-in CaregiVers,
allowing the comfort of their own home.
Family Care Agency Inc. has been serving NYC, NJ, CT and LI since
2000, specializing in placing FiliPino caregivers, nannies, 
housekeepers, and cooks.
All candidates are fluent in English with great references for satisfaction
guaranteed.

For our personalized placement services

C a l l  K a r e n  a t  ( 9 0 8 ) 3 7 7 - 9 3 7 5

Vacation Rentals

PennsylaVania 

lake Front 

Cottage

4 BR w/loft,

private dock, 

swimming, fishing, 

row & paddle boat 

$950 per week. 

Weeeknds available. 

908-241-0595

old CaPe Cod (Orleans)
Very comfortable 3 BR, 2 BTH
home. Close to town, shopping,
restaurants. 5 min to RC Church
and child friendly Bay beach.
$1400 wk. (201) 825-8969

Novenas

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me that
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and
Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to secure
me in my necessity (make request). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days. Novena is published in
gratitude. Thank you.

J.C.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help me and show me that
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and
Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to secure
me in my necessity (make request). There are none that can
withstand your power. Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee. I place this cause in your hands. Amen.
Say this prayer for 3 consecutive days. Novena is published in
gratitude. Thank you.

m.P.m.

COURAGE
An archdiocesan

sponsored spiritual

support group for

persons experiencing

same-sex 

attractions who 

desire to lead a chaste

life in 

accord with Catholic

teaching on 

homosexuality.

For information, call

(908) 272-2307

(All calls confidential)

Announcement

Part time Business

manager/BookkeePer

Maplewood parish seeks
computer literate, exp.
w/QuickBooks preferred.
Attractive salary, flexible hours
(approx. 24 hrs. per wk).
Position available immediately.
If interested please email
resume w/cover letter to
mtauriello@stjosephmaplewood
.org  or fax resume to parish
secretary (973) 761-6705.

Cherry Blossoms, April 17, Branch Brook Park, Newark; photo by Bill Stahl, a parishioner of Saint Cecilia Parish, Rockaway

mailto:ddaniels@academyofsttherese.com
mailto:Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com
mailto:classifieds@rcan.org
mailto:ddaniels@academyofsttherese.com
mailto:Lu.vallejo@acehomehealthcarenj.com
mailto:classifieds@rcan.org
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REMOVAL SERVICE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

$50 OFF
ANY REMOVAL OF $400 or MORE

OR $75 OFF
ANY REMOVAL OF $600 OR MORE

Coupon must be shown at time of estimate.
Not valid on work in progress. 

Cannot be combined with other discounts.
Expires 5/31/13.

Serving Northern New Jersey
www.rickscleanouts.com.

973-340-7454 • 201-342-9333

• Furniture 
• Fencing
• Pianos
• Carpet
• Appliances

Fully Insured • Licensed • Free Estimates
Lic. #13VH00916300   DP #20440

We WiLL reMoVe

• Wood 
• Boilers
• And much more…

Cleanout Specialists

We CLean Up

• Attics 
• Basements
• Garages 
• Yards
• Construction Debris
• Apartments 
• Offices

We DeMo

• Garages
• Sheds
• Decks
• Aboveground Pools

15 Years of Experience Always on Time!

SAME
DAY

SERVICE

CHEAP 
DUMPSTERS
10, 15 & 20 CU. YDS.

Special

ATTENTION 
SENIORS

10% OFF
Light moving 

Available

Rick (Rifat) Ferhatovic, Owner-President

An OutstAnding Overnight summer CAmp

experienCe with A greAt CAthOliC trAditiOn

our 64th summer!

SUMMER CAMP

CHARITY

PHOTOGRAPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HZ's Home Improvements, Inc
Complete Home Improvements

Carpentry, decks built & Repaired
Roofing, gutters, custom built porches

Basement finished, siding, interior work
www.hzshomeimprovement.com

908 583-4456 
Fully insured & licensed

• roof restorations • sLate & tiLe

• Copper Work • ViCtorian shingLes

“ChurChes A speCiAlity”
Family Owned & Operated

since 1973

(201) 955-1700
Fax (201) 955-2634
Website: www.bowerandco.com

NATIONAL
ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION

MeMber

Serving New Jersey
& New York

ROOFINGBAGPIPES FOR HIRE

MUSEUM HOME CARE

Advertise your business or service
monthly for as little as $89.00 per issue. 

Reach over 40,000+ readers 

in 
and our digital online edition.

Call Marge at (973) 497-4201 or
email: pearsoma@rcan.org

ADVERTISE

     �e CatholicAdvocate

Quality Service Since 1948

* Certified Home Health Aides * Housekeeping *
* Bath Service * Companions * Skilled Nursing * 

* Mobile Meals * Rehabilitation Therapies * 
* Nutritional & Social Work Services

Call—You may qualify for one if our funded programs:

201 Bloomfield Ave., Verona, NJ 07044

973.744.8103

http://www.rickscleanouts.com
http://www.hzshomeimprovement.com
http://www.bowerandco.com
mailto:pearsoma@rcan.org
mailto:policepiper169@aol.com
mailto:office@campmarist.org
http://www.campmarist.org
http://www.morrisphotographers.com
http://www.rickscleanouts.com
http://www.hzshomeimprovement.com
http://www.bowerandco.com
mailto:pearsoma@rcan.org
mailto:policepiper169@aol.com
mailto:office@campmarist.org
http://www.campmarist.org
http://www.morrisphotographers.com


10 May 8, 2013Local News

CSE taps Streubert as first lay president

Helen J. Streubert

M O R R I S T O W N — T h e
College of Saint Elizabeth (CSE)
has appointed Helen J. Streubert,
Ph.D., as its seventh president—
the first lay president in the 114-
year history of the college.

Streubert’s appointment is part
of a five-year trend of lay edu-
cators being installed as leaders
of local Catholic colleges. Last
month, Anne M. Prisco, Ph.D.,
was inaugurated as the first lay
president of Felician College (see
The Catholic Advocate, April 10).
In recent years, other Catholic
institutions that have installed lay
presidents include: Saint Peter’s
University, Jersey City; Caldwell
College; and Seton Hall Univer-
sity, South Orange.

Streubert will succeed Sister

sponsibility for others,” Sister
Rosemary Moynihan, S.C., said.
Sr. Rosemary is the chair of the
CSE board of trustees and general
superior of the Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth. “We know that Dr.
Streubert will carry forward the
spirit and mission of the college
as exemplified over these many
years, most recently under the ded-
icated and gifted leadership of
Sister Francis Raftery, S.C. The
president-elect possesses an under-
standing and an appreciation of the

College’s long history; she is well
prepared to meet the challenges
facing higher education today.” 

As vice president of academic
affairs at Our Lady of the Lake
University since 2008, Streubert
leads an academic leadership team
of eight, including two academic
deans, the dean of the library, the
associate vice president of aca-
demic affairs, the assistant vice
president of continued learning,
the registrar and the director of
sponsored research.

Francis Raftery, S.C., Ed.D., who
is completing her term and min-
istry at CSE on June 30 after 38
years of service, including 16
years as the college’s president.

Currently, Streubert is Vice
President of Academic Affairs for
Our Lady of the Lake University,
San Antonio, TX. She was select-
ed after a nationwide search by a
the CSE presidential search com-
mittee, comprised of seven college
trustees and the director of spon-
sorship for the Sisters of Charity of
Saint Elizabeth, the order that
sponsors the college.

“We chose Dr. Streubert based
on her strong credentials and abili-
ties to continue the College of Saint
Elizabeth’s 114-year-old tradition
of academic excellence with a
strong commitment to the de-
velopment of leadership in a
spirit of service and social re-

DONOR APPREcIATION—The

Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth,

Convent Station, hosted a donor ap-

preciation gathering on April 13 to

thank their many faithful supporters

and friends. The event began with a

liturgy in the Holy Family Chapel at

the Sisters of Charity Motherhouse.

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha served

as the celebrant. Following Mass,

guests visited the crypt of Sister

Miriam Teresa Demjanovich, a Sister

of Charity who was declared venera-

ble by Pope Benedict XVI. Guests

had the opportunity to see the

Heritage Room and explore the his-

tory of the Sisters of Charity. The

Sisters expressed their gratitude to

all the supporters whose gifts enable

the Sisters to continue their mission.

Pictured in the top photo (left to

right) are Deacon Bill Myers; Dr.

Mary Norton; Sister Rosemary

Moynihan, general superior; (bottom

photo, front row) Jim Smith and

Mary Smith; (back row) Elizabeth

Rifino, Sister Barbara Conroy, and

Evlynn Jarzabek.
Submitted photos

BY MELISSA McNALLY

Staff Writer

29th Annual Dinner
Honoring
SR. FRANCIS RAFTERY
President, College of St. Elizabeth
With the

Vitae Discimus Award
And

WILLIAM H. SADLIER, INC.
Frank Sadlier Dinger, Chairman of the Board
William Sadlier Dinger, President
With the

Archbishop Peter L. Gerety Award

Thursday, May 16, 2013
Mayfair Farms
West Orange, New Jersey
6:00 pm Cocktails
7:00 pm Dinner & Awards
Business Attire

Dinner Chairman
Bill Raftery
CBS and ESPN Basketball Analyst

Honorary Dinner Chairman
Most Rev. John J. Myers, J.C.D., D.D.
Archbishop of Newark
Proceeds from the dinner will provide partial-tuition
scholarships to economically disadvantaged
students attending private and parochial schools in
Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union Counties.
For more information about the dinner or to reserve
a table, order tickets or  place a journal ad, please
call SFIC (973) 497-4279.

the Following “Great eXPerienceS” in travel are available:

HOLY LAND NOVember 10-21    reV. bOb COLAreSI, O.CArm

IN THe FOOTSTePS OF THe POPeS OCTOber 15-24 reVereND PeTer FUNeSTI/

(Benedict in Germany & JOHN GAbrIeL/JAmeS WeINer/

John Paul II in Poland) mANNY rIOS

IreLAND SePT. 29-OCT. 9 reVereND  COLIN KAY

POLAND OCTOber 19-26 reVereND PATrICK rICe

POrTUGAL

(Fatima, The Shrine of the JULY 18-25 mOST reVereND ArTHUr J. SerrATeLLI

Eucharistic Miracle, The

Shrine of Saint Anthony) 

SPAIN & POrTUGAL OCTOber 7-17 reVereND CHArLeS PerrICONe

Barcelona, Lisbon, Fatima, Oporto

SPAIN SePT. 26-OCT. 5 reVereND brIAN PLATe

Santiago de Compostella, Salamanca, 

Avila, Madrid, Toledo

Destinations 2013 Dates spiritual Director

For a detailed brochure, contact:

Great eXPerienceS, inc.
201-825-3725 • email: greatexinc@verizon.net

GREAT EXPERIENCES SPECIALIZES IN PILGRIMAGES TO CANADA, EUROPE, THE HOLY LAND, THE U.S.A

mailto:greatexinc@verizon.net
mailto:greatexinc@verizon.net
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Community college
displays artwork by
nuns of Blue Chapel

Submitted photo

Pictured at the opening of the exhibit in November were (left to right) Dr. Glen Gabert, college president;

Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart, O.P.; Ronald Threm, T.O.P.; Sister Mary Faustinita, O.P.; Sister Mary

Grace of the Precious Blood, O.P. and Clifford J. Brooks. The exhibit at Hudson County Community College

opened last November featuring what Sister Compassion had done over the years. It includes charcoal

drawings of the Stations of the Cross that had never before been displayed in an organized exhibit.

Submitted photo

An untitled charcoal on paper portrait of Saint Martin de Porres was

drawn by Sister Mary of the Compassion, O.P. in the early 1960s.

JERSEY CITY—For years
from within the cloistered walls
of Union City’s Monastery of the
Perpetual Rosary—known as the
Blue Chapel—four talented nuns
produced inspirational art work
in a variety of venues that now
have a permanent home at the
Hudson County Community Col-
lege (HCCC) Foundation Art
Collection.

“Artwork of the Nuns at the
Blue Chapel in Union City, 1930s-
1980s,” is on display on the sev-
enth floor of HCCC’s North
Hudson Higher Education Center
at 4800 Kennedy Blvd. The stand-
alone exhibit is but part of the col-
lege foundation’s overall art col-
lection which includes paintings,
sculpture and photographs. The re-
maining nuns left in 2009.

Clifford Brooks, along with
Ronald Threm, Third Order of
Preachers (TOP), who for years
was the prior of the Dominican
Third Order Men at the Blue
Chapel and began volunteering
there at the age of 14, facilitated

the donations of the nuns’ art work
to HCCC and came across the
items quite by accident.

As a young man, Brooks was
an altar server at the Blue Chapel.
Following the music director’s
death, Brooks and a group of vol-
unteers helped clean out his house.
It was there hidden away in the
basement that they discovered the
works of one of the four nuns,
Sister Mary of the Compassion,
O.P., considered to be among the
greatest Dominican artists of the
past century. She had apparently
given the items to the musical di-
rector as gifts over the years.

The HCCC exhibit contains
her paintings, drawings, cards and
even costume designs. Citing those
costume designs, used in three me-
dieval musical plays performed at
the Hunter College Theater in
1957. Brooks is in awe of what
Sister Compassion accomplished.
That is so, he explained, because as
a cloistered nun she had no access
to an exterior library. “How it all
came together is a mystery to me,”
he said. Brooks noted too that be-
cause she was cloistered, Sister

BY WARD MIELE

Managing Editor

Continued on page 14

mailto:info@theparksavoy.com
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Soft colors of May remind us of Our Lady
A

s i gaze out of my win-
dow i am greeted by the
sight of a beautiful green

lawn and beds of flowers—yel-
low, violet and white. Large green
manicured hedges rim the grass.
The sky is pure blue with large
white fluffy clouds floating to the
east. The sun is warm and bright.
it is May. it is the month of our
Lady Mary and Mother’s Day
and the glories of springtime.

it is fitting that May honors
our mothers.

our mothers conceived us,
carried us within their bodies

for nine months and literally
walked through the shadow of
death in enormous pain to give
us birth. After bringing us into
the world they fed us, cleaned
us, cuddled us and gave us a
sense of warm protection that
made us feel safe. A mother’s
love is essential to a normal
childhood. Later, when we were
a little older we sought her out
for consolation.

it is no wonder therefore that
the human being will have a rela-
tionship; a tie to a mother that
binds for a lifetime. even when

she is gone from sight due to
physical separation or death, the
person we call “mother” remains
in our heart.

That is why catholics also
have a love for Mary, the Mother
of Jesus. For, when on the cross
Jesus said to Mary, “Woman, be-
hold your son,” and then He said
to saint John, “Behold your
Mother,” He was, in effect, ex-
tending that Mother relationship
which existed between Himself
and His Mother to all of us who
are His disciples. By extension, as
Jesus is one with us, our brother,
the savior of all mankind, so also
Mary has a mother’s relationship
to all the people of the world.

ever since Pentecost, every
apostle and disciple of Jesus has
taken Mary as his or her own
Mother. every virtue of goodness
and femininity belongs to her. she
is pure, holy, and undefiled, a
mother filled with compassion,
love and mercy. As a powerful
advocate with her son, she can
intervene on behalf of saints and
sinners alike. We pray for her in-
tercession: “Now and at the hour
of our death.” Millions have
prayed her rosary, worn her
miraculous medal or scapular, or
invoked her aid under a multitude
of titles such as “our life, our
sweetness, our hope.”

And so, truly the month of

The actress, pretending to be
Mary, is a fraud—a creation of a
sick but clever mind that transfers
the author’s fantasies back in time
to depict a very human female
struggling with faith. This cre-
ation is not Mary. it has no foun-
dation in reality.

i am willing to bet that our
Lady will even pray for those
who distort her memory. But for
us, she remains what she always
was—mater misericordia; vita,
dulcedo; spes nostra—our
Mother of mercy, our life, our
sweetness and our hope.

our Lady belongs to the
light of grace and the beauty of
spring. The re-creation of a
person named Mary on stage
belongs to darkness of spirit
and to emptiness, to an absence
of faith. “Blessed are you
among women. Queen of heav-
en, pray for us.”

May is the month of Mary. it is
a month of beauty. What a per-
fect time this month is for a May
crowning or a pilgrimage to a
shrine or quiet time of reflection
by a running stream. All of May
lends itself to a love of a Mother
who is present or living in mem-
ory, and to that other spiritual
mother who smiles on her chil-
dren from afar. A mother before,
a mother now, she watches and
cares and loves. she waits for us
just beyond the edge of the uni-
verse. if we allow her, she will
providentially guide our paths to
her son.

Unfortunately, the old enemy,
that serpent whom we see under
her foot on the miraculous
medal, still inspires his malevo-
lent followers to attempt to hurt
her and demean her in the eyes
of the world.

A new one-woman show on
Broadway called “The Testament
of Mary” is one such attack. it
portends to picture our Lady
after the Ascension of Jesus as a
modern, unhappy, disillusioned
female angered by all that hap-
pened to her son. The caricature
of our Lady is that of a cigarette-
smoking, unsure female. she is
filled with emotions that make
her uncertain that all that oc-
curred in the life of Jesus was of
divine origin.

Voices

By Rev. Msgr. John Gilchrist

Benedictine Monks of Newark Abbey

Weekday Services in St. Mary’s Church

5:00 a.m. Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
6:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
11:40 a.m. Midday Prayer
5:00 p.m. Community Mass
7:00 p.m. Sung Vespers

520 Dr. M.L. King Boulevard, Newark, NJ

(973) 792-5786 or visit www.newarkabbey.org

171 Clifton Avenue
• P.O. Box 9500 •
Newark, NJ 07104
• 973-497-4200
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DIRECTORY & ALMANAC

The DIRECTORY & ALMANAC 
of the Archdiocese of Newark has
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YEAR OF FAITH
A R C H D I O C E S E  

O F  N E W A R K

Make new friends,  
learn new things, and 
spread your wings!

Course details at www.holyangels.org/summerfare

Creative courses designed ESPECIALLY FOR GIRLS  
entering grades 5–9 in Academics, Crafts, Cuisine, Dance,  

Design, Fine and Performing Arts, COOP Prep, & much more!

June 24th – July 3rd
One Week or Extended  

Sessions Available!

315 Hillside Avenue 
Demarest, NJ 07627
201.768.7161 

http://www.newarkabbey.org
http://www.holyangels.org/summerfare
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http://www.holyangels.org/summerfare
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Obituaries

Sr. Bernadette McCann, S.C., 78

AMass of Christian Burial was celebrated March 7 at Saint Anne
Villa, Convent Station, for Sister Bernadette Therese McCann,

S.C., 78, who died March 4.
A native of New Boston, PA, she entered the Sisters of Charity

Sept. 6, 1955, and was a member for 57 years. Sr. Bernadette Therese
graduated from the College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, with a
bachelor’s degree in economics. She also earned a master’s degree in
higher education administration from Columbia University, NY, and a
master’s degree in counseling from Iona College, New Rochelle, NY.

Sr. Bernadette Therese served in education, social services and
counseling. Her assignments in the Archdiocese of Newark included:
Academy of Saint Aloysius, Jersey City; secretary to the President of
the College of Saint Elizabeth; and director of College Relations in the
College of Saint Elizabeth. She was director of Santa Rita and
Founders Residence Halls and later served as director of Novices for
the Congregation.

Sr. Bernadette Therese later served as director of counseling at the
College of Saint Elizabeth and director of treatment, Mrs. Wilson’s
Halfway House, Morristown. She moved to Saint Anne Villa in 2011
where she resided until her death.

Sr. Patricia Brennan, S.C., teacher

AMass of Christian Burial was celebrated March 14 at Saint Anne
Villa, Convent Station, for Sister Patricia Maureen Brennan, S.C.,

89, who died March 11.
Born in Jersey City, Sr. Patricia Maureen entered the Sisters of

Charity Sept. 8, 1940, and was a member for 72 years. She graduated
from the College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, with a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education. 

Sr. Patricia Maureen served as a teacher at the following arch-
diocesan schools: Saint Matthew School, Ridgefield; Sacred Heart
Elementary School, Jersey City; Our Lady of Victories School, Jersey
City; Saint Patrick School, Jersey City; Saint Paul of the Cross School,
Jersey City; Our Lady of Grace School, Hoboken; Holy Trinity
Elementary School, Fort Lee; and Corpus Christi School,
Hasbrouck Heights. 

She also served as a volunteer in Corpus Christi School; Mother
Seton Residence, Montclair; Saint Joseph School, Jersey City; and
Caritas Community, Jersey City. She retired to Saint Anne Villa in
2004 where she resided until her death.

Sr. Carol Patricia Johnston, S.C.

Amemorial service was celebrated April 4 at Saint Anne Villa,
Convent Station, for Sister Carol Patricia Johnston, S.C., 68, who

died March 25.
Born in Newark, Sr. Carol entered the Sisters of Charity Sept. 6,

1962, and was a member for 51 years. She graduated from the
College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, with a bachelor’s degree
in history; from the Catholic University of America, Washington, DC,
with a master’s degree in sociology and anthropology; and from
Fairleigh Dickinson University, Teaneck, with a master’s degree in
public administration.

In 2008, Sr. Carol received the Citizen Excellence in Community
Involvement Award given by the U.S. Federal Government EPA for her
contributions to superfund cleanup efforts. She was also involved with
Religious On the Water (ROW) in helping religious congregations who
have property adjacent to the ocean to preserve the Jersey shore.

Sr. Carol served as a teacher at the College of Saint Elizabeth and
was director of Special Programs and Planning in Passaic County. She
was an assistant to the provost at Fairleigh Dickinson University. She
was director of the Women and Family Program at Saint Columba
Neighbor Club, Newark.

She also spent many years in Mexico City, working with women’s
groups providing technical assistance to women’s cooperatives. Most
recently she was project and planning director for the Ironbound
Community Corp., Newark.

Submitted photo

DIGGING IN—Paramus Catholic Regional High School’s stadium field will receive a makeover with the in-

stallation of AstroTurf. The project kicked off with a ground-breaking ceremony on April 24. Paramus Catholic

students, administrators, faculty and alumni attended the event, along with Paramus Mayor Richard

LaBarbiera. Father Basil Lek, one of the school’s chaplains, blessed the site. James P. Vail, school presi-

dent, acknowledged the project’s lead donors and contractors before presiding over the shovel ceremony.

Submitted photo

CAPITAL EXCURSION—Members of Benedictine Academy’s senior class visited Washington D.C. April

22-24. The students are pictured across the street from the White House on Pennsylvania Avenue. The

trip was a gift from the school’s longtime benefactor, James C. Kellogg. “The generosity of Mr. Kellogg

has enabled over 150 Benedictine Academy seniors to have the incredible opportunity of visiting

Washington D.C. and its cultural and historic treasures over the past several years,” Kenneth Jennings,

academy principal said. “Mr. Kellogg views the Washington trip as an extension of classroom learning

and a broadening of the political, civic, and historic lens of the student. We are all indebted to his kind-

ness.” The seniors from the Elizabeth school visited the: American History Museum; Blessed Pope John

Paul II Shrine; Arlington National Cemetery; the Capitol Building; the United States Holocaust Memorial

Museum; the Lincoln and Vietnam memorials; and the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial.

ATHLETIC APPOINTMENT—John Downey (right),

has been named director of athletics at Immaculate

Heart Academy (IHA), Washington Township, while

Jason Schlereth, who served as IHA athletic direc-

tor for seven years and just completed his eighth

season as varsity swim coach and is in his fourth

season as varsity lacrosse coach, has now taken

on the role of vice principal. Downey has worked at

IHA since 2007 and coaches spring/winter track

and cross country at the academy. During

Downey’s years at IHA, the school was named the

NJSIAA ShopRite Cup winner for having the state’s

best athletic program during the 2007-2010 sea-

sons. Additionally, IHA’s cross country, winter and

spring track teams were named state champions in

2008, and both track teams were state champions

in 2009 and 2010, under Downey’s coaching.

Schlereth described Downey as a dedicated edu-

cator “who understands the role that athletics play

in the overall mission of our school.”Submitted photo
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May 9

LACORDAIRE ACADEMY, Upper
Montclair, “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” performance, 7 p.m., call
Patricia McGuire at (973) 744-
1156 ext. 27 or e-mail
pmcguire@lacordaire.net.

May 10
OFFICE OF FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES,
Archdiocese of Newark, liturgy
for those whose children have
died, at Notre Dame Parish,
North Caldwell, 7:30 p.m., (973)
497-4327.

May 11
S.M.A. FATHERS, Tenafly, “Conflict
Minerals in Africa,” presentation by
the Africa Faith and Justice Net-
work, 6:30 p.m., (201) 567-0450.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH,West
Orange, May Crowning, 5:30
p.m., (973) 325-0110.

PARAMUS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL,
Carmel Quinn concert, 4 p.m.,
cost: $15/$25 per couple, (973)
497-4226 or e-mail
walterka@rcan.org. 

May 13
THE NATIONAL BLUE ARMY SHRINE,
Washington, 96th Celebration of
the Apparitions of Our Lady of
Fatima, with guest speaker
Father Andrew Apostoli C.F.R.,
noon, (908) 689-1700.

ST. ANDREW PARISH, Westwood,
Charismatic Catholic Cluster
meeting for area prayer groups,
featuring guest speaker Paul
Major, 7:45 p.m., (201) 666-
5697.

HOLY NAME MEDICAL CENTER, Tea-
neck, “Hypertension/Stroke and
Increased Risk for African
Americans,” 7-8 p.m., 1 (877)
465-9626.

RESPECT LIFE OFFICE, Archdiocese
of Newark, Our Lady’s Prayer
Vigil for Life, at Assumption
Parish, Emerson, 7 p.m., (732)
388-8211.

May 14
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL
3428, North Arlington, bus trip
to the Sands Casino in Bethle-
hem, PA, bus leaves at 10 a.m.
and returns around 8 p.m., cost:
$32, call Nicholas Cerchio at
(201) 230-3428.

May 15
OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH, New
Providence, country fair, through
May 16 from 6-10 p.m., on May
17 at 6-11 p.m. and May 18 at 
1-11 p.m., (908) 464-7600 or 
e-mail fair@olpnp.com. 

METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL, ARCHDIO-
CESE OF NEWARK, annulment infor-
mation evening, at St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Leonia, 7:30
p.m., (973) 497-4145.

May 17
BENEDICTINE SISTERS, Elizabeth,
vocation discernment retreat,
through May 19, call Sister Mari-
ette Therese at (908) 352-4278
ext. 274 or e-mail
SrMariette@aol.com.  

SACRED HEART PARISH, Bloomfield,
“A Night at the Opera,” featuring
parish soloists and cantors, 7:30
p.m., cost: $10, (973) 743-4061.

May 18
THE NATIONAL BLUE ARMY SHRINE,
Washington, day of prayer to

honor Our Lady of All Nations,
11 a.m., (908) 689-1700.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH, Hills-
dale, arts festival featuring a musi-
cal program, 7 p.m., also on May
19 at 4 p.m., (201) 664-3131.

THE COMMUNITY OF GOD’S LOVE,
Rutherford, “The Path to the
Upper Room— A Journey of
Discovery,” 6-8:30 p.m., (201)
935-0344.

OFFICE OF HUMAN CONCERNS AND
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES, Archdio-
cese of Newark, Advocacy Train-
ing Day, at the Archdiocesan
Youth Retreat Center, Kearny, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., (973) 497-4341.

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH, Palisades
Park, “Year of Faith” day of
reflection, featuring guest speak-
er Deacon Raj Srinivasa, 10 a.m.
- 3 p.m., (201) 944-1154.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH, West
Orange, annual spring dance,
6:30-11 p.m., dinner served at 
7 p.m., cost: $25 for adults/$10
for children, (973) 325-0110.

May 19
ST. ANNE PARISH, Garwood, Latin
American art song classics sung
by soprano, Olfary Gutiérrez,
accompanied by organist Vincent
Carr, 4 p.m., call Pat Woolley at
(732) 770-3822 or e-mail
patw_organist@comcast.net.

QUEEN OF PEACE CONVENT CHAPEL,
North Arlington, Mothers of
Priests, Chapter 6 Holy Hour,
1:15 p.m., call Rosalie D’Andrea
at (973) 667-5674.

May 22
LUMEN CENTER, Caldwell, “Tending

Our Soul Garden,” 5:30 p.m., cost:
$25, (973) 403-3331 ext 25 or 26.

June 1
OFFICE OF FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES,
Archdiocese of Newark, “A Day
of Comfort and Hope,” one-day
retreat for parents who have
suffered the loss of a child,
Notre Dame Parish, North
Caldwell, RSVP by May 15, (973)
497-4327.

June 2
ST. MICHAEL PARISH, Palisades
Park, 100th Anniversary Dinner
Dance, 4 p.m., at Villa Amalfi
Restaurant, Cliffside Park, $75,
(201) 944-1061.

June 3
HOLY NAME MEDICAL CENTER,Tea-
neck, 19th annual golf classic, at
Hackensack Golf Club, Oradell,
morning (7:45 a.m.) and after-
noon (12:45 p.m.) shut-gun
starts, individual golfer tickets:
$750; post-golf reception and
dinner tickets: $150, (201) 833-
7143.

Other
THE SSJ MISSION CORPS SUMMER
EXPERIENCE is a three-month vol-
unteer program at Saint Mary
by-the-Sea Retreat House in
Cape May Point. Volunteers are
invited to live in community and
to open themselves to God’s
transforming grace in service to
retreatants. This opportunity is
for women ages 19-35 who
seek an experience of Gospel
living. One year of college is
required. From May 28 to Aug.
20. Call Colleen O’Grady at
(215) 248-7235 or e-mail
ssjmissioncorp@gmail.com. 

Compassion never saw the Hunter
College production.

In addition to Sister Com-
passion, the HCCC exhibit
includes the works of Sister
Mary Hyacinthe, O.P., Sister
Mary Gemma, O.P. and Sis-
ter Mary Imelda, O.P.

Brooks described public reac-
tion to the exhibit as “absolutely
fantastic.” Sister Compassion, he
added, also made jewelry, which
was sold to support the Blue
Chapel. Her artwork, Brooks
stressed, is “all over” the Archdio-
cese of Newark, including Immac-
ulate Conception Seminary on the
campus of Seton Hall University
in South Orange. 

Recently 50 more pieces were
donated and will go on display in
the near future. The additional art
came along, Brooks explained,
after word of the Blue Chapel
exhibit went out. Among the new
works are an oil painting of Pope
Pius X by Sister Imelda; small
wood block art created by Sister
Compassion and Sister Gemma’s

Blue Chapel lithographs. The HCCC Founda-
tion, Brooks stressed, is “always
looking for such donations.”

An important factor over the
years, Brooks pointed out, was the
“extraordinary and visionary” sup-
port of the Sisters’ superiors.
Saying that the Blue Chapel had
been “its own autonomous com-
munity,” Brooks explained that it
is “not about the physical edifice,
but about the world that existed
within. The exhibit looks at the
four nuns, all artists in their own
right, who were members of a
thriving community of female
Religious that included over the
years four organists, two carpen-
ters, a number of seamstresses,
nurses, cooks, shoe makers, ac-
countants, writers and even sisters
with boiler licenses.”

“How wonderful” was the re-
action of Dr. Andrea Siegel, coor-
dinator of the permanent collec-
tion at HCCC. During their clois-
tered lives, Siegel remarked, the
sisters “served God” at the Blue
Chapel which allowed their “talent
to flourish in an endearing way.”
Expressing admiration for the sis-
ters, Siegel went on to say “they
accomplished something uncon-

ventional and beautiful with their
lives.”

She gave equal emphasis to
the work of the Hudson County
Community College Foundation
citing its “vision” in support of the
art collection. Among the reasons
for putting the Blue Chapel sisters’
works on permanent display,
Siegel noted, was the fact they
were such an important part of the
local community.

A tangible and impressive re-
sult of the overall art program at
HCCC is that many of the col-
lege’s students arrive with “gaps”
in their education, according to
Siegel. Exposing them to such
works of art, she is convinced,
“adds to their education in a way
that cannot be measured.” Since
2006 the overall art collection has
grown to over 300 items that in-
cludes major American artists and
a strong, growing collection of
both emerging and established
Garden State artists. “We do
everything through donation of ei-
ther art or funds to purchase art.
Every dollar is matched by the
HCCC Foundation and the HCCC
Board, so a dollar donated be-
comes three dollars for art.”

Continued from page 11

Submitted photo

SMILING SCHOLARS—Joan Ferraer, principal of Saint Thomas The Apostle School, Bloomfield, con-

gratulated her eighth grade students who have become new members of the National Junior Honor

Society. The induction ceremony with parents and family members was held in March at the school,

which is located at 50 Byrd Ave. Inductees include (front row, left to right) Amber Georges; Kyle Ferreyra;

Joelle Murphy; Mackenzie Mendolla; Gabriella Kinzler; (middle row) Jacquelyn Santos; Julian Londono;

Jeremy Pulmano; Ian Harnett; Isabella Somera; Anna Maldonado; (back row) eighth grade teacher Judy

Foley; Thomas Piesla; James Howell; Michael Gordon; Michael Mesce; and Ethan Brown 
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Prescription for balanced life: help those in need
Dr. Mark Connolly, Humanitarian of the Year

M
ark W. Connolly,
M.D., chairman of
the Department of
Surgery at Saint
Joseph’s Regional

Medical Center, Paterson, was
“a little shocked” when he
learned he would be receiving
the “Humanitarian of the Year”
award by Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Newark. Connolly
and others were honored at the
seventh annual gala benefit and
awards dinner March 7 at the
Venetian in Garfield (see The
Catholic Advocate, March 20).

A native of Oakland, CA,
Connolly has been involved with
Catholic Charities since 2002
when he was appointed director of
the Department of Cardiothoracic
Surgery and director of the Heart
and Vascular Institute at Saint
Michael’s Medical Center, New-
ark. He worked with Dr. Phillip
Frese, currently the chief execu-
tive officer of Catholic Charities,
while they were both at Saint
Michael’s. 

“To be given an award by
people I know and had a relation-
ship with was very gratifying,”
Connolly explained. Not only has
he contributed resources and do-
nated money to Catholic Charities,
he has volunteered at their shel-
ters throughout the archdiocese.

During the holiday season, he has
helped cook and hand out presents
to those in need.

“When my sons were younger,
I would bring them along with
me during Thanksgiving and
Christmas to help out. I would also
work with my friends and encour-
age them to donate items, like fur-
niture and clothing, to the organi-
zation. I believe that in order to
grow and become a better person,
you have to give back. There is a
sense of satisfaction and balance
in your life that you get from
doing charity work,” Connolly
explained.

“Catholic Charities is a special
organization that doesn’t get as
much recognition as it should.
There are true heroes that work for
Catholic Charities who help peo-
ple that are truly in need. They
work on a ground level and do an
amazing job with little resources,”
Connolly noted.

Coming from a strong Catholic
background, reaching out to the
less fortunate has always been an
important aspect in Connolly’s
life. He is a board member of the
American Heart Association for
Northern New Jersey where he
helps raise money and spread
awareness about heart health is-
sues. Throughout his career,
Connolly has worked at many
large institutions and for-profit
hospitals. However, working in a
Catholic hospital fulfills his desire

to help those who need it most.
“While I was at Saint Michael’s

Medical Center, 15 to 20 percent
of our patients had no health in-
surance and could not support
themselves financially. At Saint
Joseph’s, 30 percent of our pa-
tients have no health insurance.
We have the fourth largest emer-
gency room in the country. I get a
tremendous amount of satisfaction
from using my God-given skills as
a surgeon and a director to give
back to the poor. The level of care
should be the same, regardless

Dr. Mark connolly

if you have health insurance.
Everyone should be treated
equally.”

Both Saint Michael’s and Saint
Joseph’s have free clinics and
medical services available. “Some
patients do not have access to post-
op clinics or rehabilitation facili-
ties. At Saint Joseph’s Regional
Medical Center, we work with vis-
iting nurses who see the patients in
the hospital and then they get
plugged into our network of free
clinics. It is a big effort to coordi-
nate all the resources but our pa-
tients need the assistance. We help
to transition our patients from
the rehabilitation center to their
homes. We organize with case
managers, social workers and the
visiting nurses who donate free
care,” Connolly explained.

Even as a young first-grader,
Connolly recalled, he wanted to be
a doctor. The son of professional
football player Ted Connolly (San
Francisco 49ers), he had no doc-
tors in the family but believed it
was his “calling” to enter the med-
ical field. “I played a lot of sports
all through college but I still al-
ways wanted to be a physician.”
He earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology at the University of
California, Davis, and attended
medical school at Northwestern
University, Chicago. He served in-
ternships and residencies in sur-
gery at Bellevue Hospital-New
York University Medical Center,

a residency in Cardiothoracic
Surgery at Emory University, GA,
and affiliated hospitals. From
1984-1986, he was the recipient of
a Surgical Research Fellow under
Joseph N. Cunningham, Jr., M.D.,
at Maimonides Medical Center in
Brooklyn, NY. 

Prior to joining Saint Joseph’s
Regional Medical Center and
his previous post at Saint
Michael’s Medical Center, Con-
nolly was section chief of
Lenox Hill Hospital’s Cardio-
vascular and Thoracic Surgery
Department from 1999-2002;
director of Maimonides Medical
Center’s Division of Cardiotho-
racic Surgery from 1996-1998;
and attending surgeon at the
Albert Einstein Medical Center,
Philadelphia (1995-1996), Pied-
mont Hospital, Atlanta (1992-
1995), and Emory University
Hospital, Atlanta (1988-1993)
where he directed the Adult
Heart/Lung Transplant Service. 

Along with the American Heart
Association, Connolly is a mem-
ber of the Society of Thoracic
Surgery, the International Society
of Minimally Invasive Cardiac
Surgery, the American College of
Cardiology, the American College
of Surgeons, the Medical Society
of New Jersey, and the American
Medical Association among oth-
ers, and numerous Saint Joseph’s
Regional Medical Center hospital
committees. 

BY MELISSA McNALLY

Staff Writer
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Missing Your 
Beauty Sleep?
Missing Your 
Beauty Sleep?

That’s the beauty of Trinitas

Tired of not getting a good night’s sleep? Do you or
someone you love snore, gasp for air, or have a 
hard time sleeping? Your first step toward getting 

your beauty sleep is to call a center that has met 
the rigorous standards set by the American Academy of
Sleep Medicine — the world’s largest and most respected 
accrediting organization for sleep centers.

An overnight stay at the Trinitas Comprehensive Sleep
Disorders Center can help. Our staff of certified sleep experts
will assist you in every phase of diagnosis and treatment. And
now, in addition to the sleep center located on our main campus in Elizabeth, this sleep 
expertise is also available at our new center in Homewood Suites by Hilton, Cranford.

Quality sleep disorders treatment in your choice of two locations. Beautiful.

TRINITAS COMPREHENSIVE SLEEP DISORDERS CENTER
Call 908-994-8694 for an appointment, 

or visit us at www.NJSleepDisordersCenter.com

TRINITAS CENTERS Behavioral Health • Cancer Care • Cardiology • Diabetes Management
OF EXCELLENCE Maternal & Child Health • Renal Services • School of Nursing

Senior Services • Sleep Disorders • Women’s Services
Wound Healing & Hyperbaric Medicine

Trinitas Regional Medical Center is a Catholic teaching institution sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
in partnership with Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation.

Now you can find
rest at two locations

Trinitas’ sleep expertise is
now available at Homewood
Suites by Hilton, Cranford –
the first hotel-based sleep
center in New Jersey!

NJBIZ lists Holy Name
as a top place to work

TEANECK—For the eighth consecutive year, Holy Name Medical
Center (HNMC) has been named among the “100 Best Places to Work
in New Jersey” by NJBIZ magazine.

Holy Name has achieved recognition for workplace excellence in
the large employer category since 2006. This year the Medical Center
was ranked 16th and is the only Bergen County hospital on the list.
Holy Name employs about 2,500 medical, nursing, allied health and
non-clinical staff.

According to NJBIZ, the survey and award program identifies
and honors the best places of employment, which benefit the state’s
economy, its workforce and businesses. Companies from across the
state enter a two-part application process that begins with an exam-
ination of workplace policies, practices, philosophy, systems and
demographics, worth 25 percent of the total evaluation. The second
part, worth the remaining percentage, consists of confidential sur-
veys to measure the employee experience. The combined scores de-
termine the top companies and the final ranking. 

“It’s no surprise to all of us here that Holy Name is a fabulous place
to work, but it sure does feel good to know that the message came
across loud and clear during the NJBIZ evaluation process,” April
Rodgers, vice president for Holy Name human resources, said.
Rodgers noted that Holy Name has a positive working environment
that focuses its employees’ efforts on quality, safety and patient satis-
faction. “Our staff’s enthusiasm and the pride that they take in their
jobs translates into outstanding care and patient satisfaction,” she said. 

Submitted photos

EXPANDED ACCESS—Saint Michael’s Medical Center recently unveiled a state-of-the-art emergency de-

partment with the capacity for 60,000 annual visits from the greater Newark community. The $30-million fa-

cility provides the community with access to the latest healthcare amenities from its local hospital that an-

nually offers more than $20 million in charity care. Last year Saint Michael’s delivered compassionate care

to its emergency department’s 35,000 visitors. The emergency department renovation began with an addi-

tion of 18,000 square feet, expanding the facility to a total of 27,000 square feet. Improvements include two

new triage rooms, 23 additional treatment bays and dedicated X-ray equipment. Bishop Manual A. Cruz

(left) is pictured blessing the new emergency department. Bishop Cruz served for many years at Saint

Michael’s as the director of pastoral care. In October 2008, the Archdiocese of Newark transferred the

Catholic mission, ministry and healthcare operations of Saint Michael’s Medical Center to Catholic Health

East, Newtown Square, PA. The Franciscan Sisters of the Poor established Saint Michael’s in 1867.

http://www.NJSleepDisordersCenter.com
http://www.NJSleepDisordersCenter.com
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Blessed Maria founded hospital in Mexico

Blessed Maria Guadalupe

hood for Madre Lupita.
The order expanded as the

Cristero Rebellion subsided and
now has a presence in five
countries. Its reputation expand-
ed, too, especially as the work at
Santa Margarita Hospital grew.
Madre Lupita and her sisters
collected funds for the growing
healthcare ministry by soliciting
donations in the streets.

GUADALARJARA, Mexico
(CNS)—A shy woman stopped
to pray in front of statue of
Blessed Maria Guadalupe Garcia
Zavala while visiting the Santa
Margarita Hospital. She knew
little about the founder of the fa-
cility, who will be canonized
May 12, but, like many, she had
heard stories from hospital pa-
tients who say the soon-to-be-
saint still walks the halls provid-
ing care, attention and miracles
to those in need.

Madre Lupita, as Blessed

Maria Guadalupe is better known
in Guadalajara, left a legacy of
providing care for the poor and the
elderly through the Handmaids of
Saint Margaret Mary and the Poor,
the order she co-founded with
Father Cipriano Iniguez in 1901 at
the age of 23.

She will become the second
Mexican woman to be canonized
and the latest from the western
state of Jalisco, where the Cristero
Rebellion raged in the 1920s and
religious like Madre Lupita were
forced to carry out their work as

laity because of anti-clerical re-
strictions that forbade her wearing
a habit.

“If it had been viewed as a con-
vent, they (government officials)
would have closed the hospital,”
said Sister Raquel Rodriguez, ad-
ministrator at the Santa Margarita
Hospital.

Such hardship from the 1910-
20 Mexican Revolution and the
Cristero Rebellion—a period
Catholics in Guadalajara remem-
ber through the beatification of
priests and religious often mar-
tyred in that period—was com-
mon during the early years of
Madre Lupita’s ministry. The sis-
ters celebrated Mass in secret dur-
ing the predawn hours to avoid
drawing scrutiny and hid priests
and Guadalajara Archbishop
Francisco Orozco Jimenez in their
facility, even though “Soldiers
were stationed at the door,” Sister
Raquel said, adding that raids were
common. Still, “Madre Lupita,
with the great charity that she had,
and other sisters would feed (the
soldiers.) She would say, ‘It’s not
their fault.’”

Such stories of charity mark
Madre Lupita’s life. She was born
in 1878 to a well-to-do family in
Zapopan, then a corn-farming vil-
lage but now a Guadalajara suburb
best known for its basilica and
patroness. She was engaged to a
young suitor but entered religious
life and founded a religious order
to attend to the poor.

“From a very young age, she
showed a great love for the poor,
for all people in need,” said Sister
Raquel, who has promoted saint-

Crane’s Mill offers services
for ‘retirement experience’

WEST CALDWELL—Crane’s Mill, a continuing care retirement
community, offers independent living in modern apartments and cot-
tages all available with a wide range of services and amenities.

The excellent retirement experience at Crane’s Mill features a flex-
ible meal plan, housekeeping, indoor pool, fitness center, a daily ex-
ercise class, a wide ranging choice of activities and more.

Located on 48 sprawling acres, the Crane’s Mill campus provides
a secluded, natural environment only minutes away from shopping,
restaurants and cultural attractions in Caldwell.

In addition to independent living, the Health Center at Crane’s Mill
offers the highest level of care in a compassionate environment.
Available services include assisted living, memory support, skilled
nursing and sub-acute rehabilitation.

Located at 459 Passaic Ave., Crane’s Mill schedules a variety of
events including medical lectures, home tours and learning sessions.
For additional information, call (973) 276-6700 or visit the Crane’s
Mill Web site, posted above.

www.cranesmill.org

Submitted photo

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM—Students at Benedictine Academy

(BA) in Elizabeth recently learned about healthcare and the medical

profession during four half-days spent at nearby Trinitas Regional

Medical Center, also in Elizabeth. Their visit was part of the school’s

annual “Bee Week” when members of the junior class are placed at

professional business sites to learn about various careers and “shad-

ow” professionals in the field. BA student Osato Omokaro of Hillside,

left, received instruction from Valsala Sivadasan, R.N., on how nurses

take a patient’s blood pressure. Omokaro also watched nurses and

technicians drawing blood and administering medications. In all 44

members of the junior class went out to 22 sites. They kept daily logs

and wrote an essay on their experience. The program is designed to

heighten students’ self-awareness while exploring career options.

Stained glass alcoves
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the campaign unfolds, Trinitas
will unveil maps that illustrate
walking routes of varying dis-
tances both inside and outside the
main campus buildings. Monthly
nutrition tips and information
about healthy eating, along with
an exercise and fitness regimen,
will also be included.

“We challenged other agencies
in town to participate in the One
Flight Up campaign, and our
challenge was accepted by the
Department of Health of the City
of Elizabeth,” Gary S. Horan,
FACHE, president and chief exec-
utive officer of Trinitas, said. “We
look forward to working with the
city and others to improve the
health of our workers and the com-
munity at large.”

Trinitas and the City of
Elizabeth also will cooperate with
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation on a “walk-ability”
survey to ultimately improve the
safety of streets from the pedestri-
an’s viewpoint. “This campaign is
an excellent opportunity to lace up
our sneakers and take at least 30
minutes out of our day to get up
and walk. It’s a great way to raise
awareness of the importance of
physical activity and to give our
friends and co-workers a friendly
push toward a healthier lifestyle.”
For more information on the var-
ious programs, visit the Trinitas
Web site (posted above) or call
(908) 994-5138.

Trinitas is a Catholic teaching
medical center sponsored by the
Sisters of Charity of Saint Eliza-
beth in partnership with Elizabeth-
town Healthcare Foundation. With
10 Centers of Excellence across a
continuum of care, Trinitas has
distinguished itself in cardiology,
cancer care, behavioral health,
renal care, nursing education, dia-
betes management, wound healing
and sleep medicine.

ELIZABETH—To mark the
American Heart Association’s re-
cent “National Walking Day,”
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
joined with several community
partners to kick off a new fitness
initiative that includes stair walk-
ing, healthy eating and exercise.

With funding support from the
New Jersey Department of Health,
Office of Nutrition and Fitness,
Shaping NJ, the campaign at
Trinitas targets young people and
families served by the YMCA
Eastern Union County and the
2,700 employees at the medical
center. Community partners in the
Shaping NJ mini-grant include:
YMCA Eastern Union County;
Groundworks Elizabeth, and the
Elizabeth Development Council.

Central to the effort is an ini-

tiative called “One Flight Up, Two
Flights Down” that encourages
employees to use stairs instead
of elevators. Staircases suitable
for climbing short distances are
marked with distinctive signs. As

Hospital helps
community to
get healthy one
step at a time

www.TrinitasRMC.org

Submitted photo

Members of the Trinitas Food and Nutrition staff are offering nutrition

classes for pre-school students served by The Child Development

Center of the YMCA Eastern Union County. This activity soon will be ex-

panded to include teens and families served by the YMCA. Pictured are

pre-school aged children at the YMCA’s Jacobson Center learn about nu-

trition from Trinitas Regional Medical Center staff members Michelle Ali

(left), director, Food and Nutrition Services, and Monisha Vora, dietitian.
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Clients enjoy all the benefits of Forest Hill Healthcare Center Including: 24-hr 
medical coverage and skilled nursing care, a full compliment of therapeutic 

programs, a variety of delicious meals, beauty parlor / barber, spiritual services 

Brenda McElnea
Certified Elder/Disability Law Attorney
LL.M in Taxation            (973) 239-9595
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Estate Planning & Elder/Disability Law Planning

Medicaid Planning & Applications
Counseling & Document Preparation • Wills & Trusts • Elder Law

Guardianships • Planning for Special Needs Children
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200 Executive Drive • Ste. 100 • West Orange, NJ 07052
(973) 239-9595

ELIZABETH—The Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer Center
has joined the Philadelphia-based Jefferson Kimmel Cancer
Center Network. Gary S. Horan, FACHE, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Trinitas Regional Medical Center, said partner-
ing with the Kimmel network “allows us access to top-notch ex-
pertise and research that will directly benefit our patients.”

Leonard Gomella, M.D., chair of the Department of Urology
at Thomas Jefferson University and clinical director of the
Kimmel Network, noted that “Trinitas has a proven commitment
to a high quality multidisciplinary approach to cancer care.”

“Through this affiliation, we’ll have access to all of Jefferson’s
treatment studies and we will be able to
choose to open those studies that best
match our patient population,” Barry
Levinson, M.D., medical director of
the Trinitas Cancer Center, said

The interdisciplinary team of highly skilled professionals at
Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer Center works with each patient to
develop a comprehensive approach to care that encompasses the lat-
est diagnostic and treatment options, medical technology, clinical
trials and integrative therapy. Trinitas was the first cancer center in
New Jersey to offer patients the advanced Varian “RapidArc” radi-
ation system, which significantly reduces radiation treatment time.
Trinitas was also the first in the state to offer the new “AccuBoost”
radiation treatment for breast cancer patients.

Trinitas Cancer Center
joins Kimmel network

http://www.TrinitasRMC.org
http://www.%EE%82%98hcc.com
http://www.seniorsinplace.com
http://www.TrinitasRMC.org
http://www.%EE%82%98hcc.com
http://www.seniorsinplace.com
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Submitted photo

Alexis Boyle (left) and Gina Sabatino, students in Caldwell College’s master’s in counseling with specializa-

tion in mental health counseling/art therapy, are involved in the “Jersey Coast Creates” pilot program, using

art therapy to help families impacted by “superstorm” Sandy.

Art therapy paints picture of recovery from trauma
By Michael c. GaBriele

Editor

A
s an expanding field
of healthcare, art ther-
apy utilizes the heal-
ing power of creative
self expression, which

enables individuals to unlock the
pain of physical and emotional
trauma or ease the burden of de-
pression or drug addiction in a
non-threatening way. As a psy-
chological intervention, art ther-
apy focuses on the process of
expression, not aesthetics, creat-
ing a channel for a person to
“speak the unspeakable” and
potentially gain insight into a
traumatic event.

Caldwell College is the first
and only academic institution in
New Jersey to offer graduate-level
training in art therapy. Dr. Marie
Wilson, A.T.R.-B.C., L.P.C., a pro-
fessor in Caldwell’s Department of
Psychology and Counseling and
the coordinator of the college’s art
therapy programs, and Annette
Vaccaro, instructor and clinical
coordinator, said Caldwell pro-
vides three programs in art therapy
education. First is a Masters in
Counseling degree with a special-
ization in mental health counseling
and art therapy, which is approved
by the American Art Therapy
Association and meets educational
requirements for registration as an
art therapist. The program also
meets educational requirements to Continued on page 20

become a Licensed Professional
Counselor in New Jersey and is
approved by the New Jersey Pro-
fessional Counselor Examiners
Committee.

Second is a 36-credit, post-
graduate master’s degree in art
therapy and third is a double major
in art and psychology, with an art
therapy concentration at the under-
graduate level.

Caldwell’s master’s degree in
counseling with a mental health
counseling/art therapy specializa-
tion prepares students to serve as
mental health counselors and art
therapists in a variety of human
service settings. The program inte-
grates the practice of art therapy
within the mental health counsel-
ing model, reflected in educational
philosophy and course readings
and content.

Wilson and Vaccaro said that,
as a career pursuit, Caldwell stu-
dents are seeking training in
order to integrate the practice of
art therapy into mental health
counseling. “Our students are
highly motivated and very mar-
ketable in today’s job market,”
they said. Most of the students in
the program have an art back-
ground, they explained, noting
they’ve already achieved some
level of self discovery through
their own artwork. “That’s where
the passion comes from. When
you experience the joy and bene-
fits of artistic expression, you
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Englewood cardiac team offers
method to replace heart valves

ENGLEWOOD—Patients
diagnosed with severe aortic
stenosis (AS), a sometimes fatal
heart condition, now have access
to a potentially life-saving valve
replacement procedure at Engle-
wood Hospital and Medical Center.

The medical center’s cardiac
team recently has performed the
new transcatheter aortic valve re-
placement (TAVR) on its initial
series of patients, with successful
outcomes in all cases.

“Englewood Hospital is one of
only a few in the state offering this
groundbreaking interventional
technique, which provides a much-
needed alternative to patients
who are too sick or frail to under-
go traditional open-heart sur-
gery,” James Klein, M.D., Engle-
wood chief of cardiothoracic sur-
gery, explained.

In the United States, more than
half of the 250,000 patients diag-
nosed with severe AS die within
two years without treatment.
TAVR is a potential lifeline to pa-
tients who qualify for this less in-
vasive procedure. The Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) re-
cently expanded the approved use
of the Edwards SAPIEN artificial
heart replacement valve to include
patients with a high risk of serious
surgical complications or death, in
addition to inoperable patients. It

is the only approved TAVR thera-
py in the U.S. and could help thou-
sands of patients to live longer,
fuller lives.

“The FDA’s approval gives us
a brand new treatment option to
offer a high risk group of patients
who previously had little hope,”
Adam Arnofsky, M.D., director
of cardiac surgery services, said.
“We are now able to replace the
failing valve with the new valve
through a very small puncture in
the leg artery. This exciting tech-

nology is changing how we ap-
proach valvular heart disease for
all of our patients.”

AS is the most commonly di-
agnosed heart valve condition,
caused by a narrowing that pre-
vents the flow of blood to the body
from the heart. Symptoms include
chest pain, fatigue, shortness of
breath, heart palpitations and faint-
ing. It forces the heart to work
harder and weakens it over time,
putting patients at increased risk
for heart failure.

Members of the Englewood Hospital and Medical Center’s cardiac

team, pictured in the Ronald and Helen Letcourt Hybrid Operating

Room are (left to right) Joseph DeGregorio, M.D. chief of invasive

cardiology; Richard S. Goldweit, M.D., chief of interventional cardi-

ology; James J. Klein, M.D., chief of cardiothoracic surgery; Jeffrey

S. Matician, M.D., chief of cardiology; and Adam G. Amofsky, M.D.,

director of cardiac surgery services.

want to share that experience
with others. That’s what moti-
vates our students.”

Vaccaro said this passion to
help others clearly fits Caldwell
College’s mission of Catholic ed-
ucation, helping those in need,
such as people in nursing homes,
cancer survivors or clinics to treat
addiction disorders. She added
that art therapy is always done
within a psychological frame-
work.

Wilson, who specializes in
addictive illnesses, wrote a schol-
arly paper titled “Art Therapy
in Addictions Treatment; Cre-
ativity and Shame Reduction,”
explaining that art therapy helps
those clients being treated for
addictive disorders to “surrender
to the process of recover.” In

essence, art provides a method
and soothing environment, allow-
ing “addicted persons to visualize
their illness, providing both
objectivity and distance from the
chaos of their inner experiences,”
she wrote. “Giving addicts ways
to describe their experience gives
them tools for mastery and objec-
tivity. Learning about the disease
concept of addiction reduces self-
blame and assists with shame
reduction.”

Caldwell students currently
are involved in an application of
art therapy in the Garden State,
using the techniques in a pilot
program known as “Jersey Coast
Creates.” According to infor-
mation online (www.razoo.com),
the New Jersey Art Therapy
Association in partnership with
Communities Healing Through
Art (CHART), has launched the
program to assist families affect-
ed by “Superstorm” Sandy. 

Art therapy
Continued from page 19

When Mom or Dad need extended care... 
St. Ann’s Home.

Along with traditional care rendered our residents, 
St. Ann’s offers our residents the opportunity 

to participate in Integrated Modalities for Healing.
St. Ann’s specializes in Sub-acute care and out patient

rehabilitation therapy under the care of licensed, 
certified therapists. An example is lymphodema wraps

by a certified therapist
Feel confident that your family member is welcome 

to join us at St. Ann's to live in a safe and secure 
environment offering new friends, excellent care and 

a positive approach to healing and wholeness.

...Sponsored by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Peace...

SAINT ANN’S HOME
198 Old Bergen Road

Jersey City, New Jersey 07305
(201) 433-0950 • Fax (201) 433-6554

www.saintannshome.com

PLEASE CALL FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Compassion 
& Dignity

The Smith 
Infectious Diseases Foundation

Helping People Throughout the Archdiocese and the World

Visit Our Web Site at
LGSmithFoundation.org

Dr. Leon G. Smith, MD

  Free Counseling for Serious Illness

  Prescription Assistance Progams for the Needy

  Pastoral Care Options

  Medical School Scholarships

  Travelers Information from CDC

Donations can be made on line 
to support our work.

 !"#$%&'(#)*+,#-.(/0(#1#23#4*5# 67#1#)*8('%/9:#;<#=6=>!#1#"6?@AA>@??B"

Submitted photo

http://www.razoo.com
http://www.saintannshome.com
http://lgsmithfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheSmithInfectiousDiseasesFoundation
https://twitter.com/LGSmithFndn
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmithFoundation
http://www.razoo.com
http://www.saintannshome.com
http://lgsmithfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheSmithInfectiousDiseasesFoundation
https://twitter.com/LGSmithFndn
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheSmithFoundation


Saint Michael’s

Saint Michael’s Medical Center is 

thriving. Our Emergency Department 

(ED) – with its new $30 million 

renovation – is now open, adding 

18,000 square feet to the facility. This 

state-of-the-art center features a new, 

convenient entrance, 23 additional 

treatment bays, new triage rooms, 

and dedicated X-ray equipment — all 

designed to shorten wait times and 

improve the patient experience. And 

we have a medical staff over 500 

strong, committed to our community, 

area physicians and EMT 

professionals. We’re here to support 

Newark, and we’re excited to open 

this latest addition to help improve 

the care in our 

community. 

Find out more at 
smmcnj.org/ED.

IS OUR HOSPITAL

Treating patients

IS MY PASSION

Emergency medicine

IS MY CALLING
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ESTATE PLANNING
WILLS, TRUSTS, ESTATES

* * * * *
ELDER LAW

These important areas of law
are too costly to ignore!

Put your affairs in proper order.
Call for a FREE Consultation

Law Offices of

STEVEN ROBERT LEHR, P.C.
(973) 575-8002

Steven Robert Lehr*= * NJ, NY, FL, DC Bars
= L.L.M. Taxation

At Bergen Catholic High School
What’s the buzz? Students raise funds for Baldrick

Submitted photo

The 24 Bergen Catholic High School students and four of the five faculty members who participated in the Saint Baldrick’s program include (left to right, top row) seniors Domenick Mattia, John

Burke and George Kloak; juniors Ryan Kitts and Tyler McGilligan; faculty member Deacon Larry D’Amico; senior Richard Queen; faculty member and head football coach Nunzio Campanile;

senior Jonathan Germano; freshmen Ewart Green and John Engkvist; (middle row) sophomores Alexander Wolodkowicz and Thomas Selvaggi; senior Alan Mallouhi; junior Nourdean Chakhman;

sophomores Matthew Rose and Michael Jost; freshmen Wyatt Metzdorf and Daniel Millan (bottom row) faculty member Christine Sorrentino; sophomores Francisco Andrade, Vincent Margiotta

and John Maher; freshman Siaam Malik; seniors Matthew O’Toole and Deek Medzadourian; sophomore Robert Ryan; and faculty member F. Michael Travaline. Earlier this year Bergen Catholic

students raised $5,700 in support of the American Heart Association’s “Go Red for Women” program (see The Catholic Advocate, March 20). Joshua Powers, director of the school’s campus

ministry, coordinated “Wear Red Day” at Bergen Catholic. Students, faculty and staff members made donations and showed support for the national program by wearing a red shirt or sweatshirt.

ORADELL–Twenty-four Bergen Catholic High School students and
five faculty members recently had their heads shaved in support of ado-
lescents suffering from childhood cancer. The students, in cooperation
with the school’s Tomorrow’s Children Fund, were again taking part in
the annual national Saint Baldrick Foundation program.

The foundation raises money for childhood cancer research pri-
marily through head-shaving events. Volunteers, sponsored by fami-
ly, friends and employers, go bald in solidarity with kids who typi-
cally lose their hair during cancer treatment due to chemotherapy
treatments. The foundation already has raised almost $28 million na-
tionwide during the first three months of the 2013, after raising more
than $33.5 million last year.

Bergen Catholic students raised a final total of $13,619 in donations
more than doubling the total raised a year ago. As an incentive, John
Tedeschi, Bergen Catholic dean of upperclassmen, vowed to take part in
the head shaving if the commitment level reached $10,000.

“The students and Bergen Catholic community really came together
to raise money for this great cause,” Christine Sorrentino, a member of
the Bergen Catholic faculty and the moderator of Tomorrow’s Children
Fund, said. “We more than doubled the amount raised last year and the
number of students and staff who shaved their heads,” she added.

Several Bergen Catholic community members also volunteered. The
group include five students (seniors Matthew Ornstein and Ryan Rose
along with sophomores Anthony Bradshaw; Ciro Riccardi and Matthew
Weisbecker) as well as staff members (Joshua Powers, director of cam-
pus ministry and Doris Tracey, controller). Karen Lippin, mother of sen-
ior Jack Lippin, and a stylist at JJS Klippin beauty salon, Westwood, also
pitched in to help.

The concept was devised in 1999 by three executives from New York
City, and grew from a single event to a nationwide effort.  It is now
known as the world’s largest volunteer fund-raiser for childhood cancer
research. The founders decided to turn their Saint Patrick’s Day party
into a benefit for pediatric oncology research by shaving their heads.



Our bypass patients are living it up.
100% survival rate for cardiac bypass surgery.*

Englewood Hospital and Medical Center is proud to achieve a 100% survival rate  
in heart bypass surgery – a perfect record. We offer patients access to world-renowned  
experts in all areas of heart care. Additionally, our highly-skilled cardiac surgeons perform  
a range of complex cardiac procedures and surgeries without blood transfusions, which 
helps reduce risk of infection and complications and speeds recovery. For a physician  
referral, call 866.980.EHMC or learn more at BestHeartDocs.com.
*  New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, “Cardiac Surgery in New Jersey” report, June 2012

Patient portrayal

http://bestheartdocs.com
http://bestheartdocs.com


 

 

  

  

Healing is in our soul.
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https://twitter.com/HolyNameMedCtr
http://holyname.org
https://www.facebook.com/HolyNameMedicalCenter
https://twitter.com/HolyNameMedCtr

	May 8 (Page 01)
	May 8 (Page 02)
	May 8 (Page 03)
	May 8 (Page 04)
	May 8 (Page 05)
	May 8 (Page 06)
	May 8 (Page 07)
	May 8 (Page 08)
	May 8 (Page 09)
	May 8 (Page 10)
	May 8 (Page 11)
	May 8 (Page 12)
	May 8 (Page 13)
	May 8 (Page 14)
	May 8 (Page 15)
	May 8 (Page 16)
	May 8 (Page 17)
	May 8 (Page 18)
	May 8 (Page 19)
	May 8 (Page 20)
	May 8 (Page 22)
	May 8 (Page 23)
	May 8 (Page 24)

